Minutes of Public Hearing held on 15.05.2023 at 11:00 AM held in Alagu Mahal AIC

Kalyzna Tirunelveli — Nagarcoil Highways, Near Sengulam Railway Station,

Senguiam Village, Palayamkottai Taluk, Tirunelveli District — 627 152 with respect

to the proiect of Mis. Kasiraian, Rough Stone,

530134, 531114, 532, 53311, 568/6A(P) and 560/3A, Tharuvai Village, Palavamkottai

Taluk, Tirunelveli District.
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Details of participants in this meeting:

1. Mr. R. Chandarasekar . Revenue Divisional  Officer,
Tirunehaeli

2. Mrs.C.Suyambu Thangarani - District Environmental Engineer
Tirunelveli

L

3. Public and Government officials Details are attached(Annexure-1)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tirunelveli
welcomed the Disfrict Revenue Officer, Tirunelveli who came to preside over Public
heaiing and all the people and govemment officials who were present in the meeting.
Then, Revenue Divisional Officer, Tirunelveli invited the public to register their views
about the project one by one after power point presentation. He also requesied to mention
their name and village before registering their views.

Following this, Mr. B.Swaminathan, Project Consuftant for the proposed
Mfs. Kasirajan Rough Stone; and Gravel Quarry a::__c_plaine;i the project in detail to the
public through Power Peint Presentation,

After that, the public began to express their views which are as follows:-

1. Thiru. 8.P. Muthurman, Environment Activist, Tirunelveli:-

He asked whether the accraditation of the consulfing firm has been renewed
since, the accreditation was expired on March, If renewed, he asked to produce the valid
renewal cerlificate. The consultant also searched online and downloaded the updated the
rerawal certificate and displayed the valid scereditation renewal certificate. He also said
that, the Police Department and Revenue Department are parficipating in the Public
Hearing but the Geolegy and Mines Department people net attending the public Hearings
for the mines project. If any doubt or clarifications are required for the public regarding
the mines other department officials cannct answer, only the mines department officials
can clarify but they have not attended the meeﬁng_.Eariier:, they were attending the public
hearings. But now a days they are not attending. Hereafter in future the note has to be
put up te the Mines Department requesting to ‘attend the public hearings. The




Adaimithipankulam village is known to all over India because of the ac;;i;igmemgtp;;aur@d;
in a quarry. ¥hile, exscuting the mining operation in the quarry the benches are to be
provided for proper quarrying but the most of the mines are not doing so. In Tirunekveli
District, & major accident has occurred in the mines which was an example to whele India,

During such accidents, the rescue operations cannot be carried out easily, The Disasier
Management team can only carry out the rescue operations. During mining eperation,

there are no preper inspections. Environment Department as well as Mines Department
has te inspect periodically. The mining Closure plan is submitied by the Proponenits. After
the completion of 5 years the mining closure pian are not executed and the mines are left
as such. The rain water gets stagnated in the quarry pits and the ‘children are falling into
these pits and losing their life. It ogeurs all over Tamil Nadu. After the completion of the
mining cperation, the quarry has o be fenced so as to prevent the accessibility to the

guarty or othenwise the guarry has to be handed over to the Government. The
Government will convert these as water bodies. The mining closure plans are su!bm'ftted
for name sake and nobody is implementing the mining closure plan. It is not vérified by
the officials also. Most of the mining pits are open without any fencing around, The
consuiting firm has to enclose the valid accreditation certificate along with the EIA report.

In the EIA report submitted 45 days earlier the old accreditation cerificate is enclosed.
Buring the public hearing conducted for the Hi-Tech quarry the EIA reports for 3 quarries
were presented in a single public hearing: The Hi-Tech company has aj'raa;d_y obtained
environment clearance for a quarry. In thatenvironment clearance it was stated that within
500meter radius the fotal extent of quarries to be permitted should riot exceed 5 Hectares
and the same is mentioned in the mining rules also. In this situation how 3 guarries can
be permitted. As a consultant you might have brought this issue to the knowledge of the
proponents and you might have fold that it is not possible te get the permission to these
quarries, If the total extent exceads § hectares. Since you have not dene that job, we
wers forced to approach the court. Another important issue in the quarry is the franspart

If 2 torry of 10 tons’ load moves in the road it is like a buffaloss moving in the road. if 30
to 40 tons’ load torrss lorries move in the road it is just like the_e_ie_phant moving in the
road. Nothing elss can go on the either sides. Accidents are happening often. Earlier
they were using 10 ton lorries but nowadays they are saying that they are using 20 tong’
lorries. But actually they are using 30-40 tornes lorries. Hence necessary action has to

be taken in this regard. The quarry operation is not a long term project, it's only a short
term project for about only 5 years. So rnio permanent workers are empiayed in the
quarries only temporary workers are engaged. No proper safety measures are adopted

during the guarrying operation. All safety measures have {0 be taken for the safety of
workers, In Private quarries no safety measures are taken. O'ft_'en 'i’ngp_}e_;:_ﬁ_'_qn'"b_a,s,-.ta;.ﬁ_he;
carried out to verify whether proper safety measures ars provided in the quarry. Thqs he
registered his views as above, | : i




2. Thiru. Mariadass, Alangulam, Tharuvai village:-

He said that there is no problem due fo this project and they are all
benefited because of the crusher for their employment and livelihcod. This quany is in
existence for the past ten years and there js no issues due to this guarry and everything
is good.

% Thire. Chelldurai, Eswarivapuram, Tharuvai village:-

He said that, nothing is affected due to this quarry and it is beneficial to
them.

4. Thiru. Cesumuthu. Eswarivapuram:-

He said that, this quarry is nearerto his village and there are no issues due
to this quarry,

5. Thiru. Balasubramanian, Thidi

He said that, most of the boys in his village are working as drivers in Hitachi
and lories in the quarry. Due to this quarry, there is employment for their pecple.
Definitely this quarry is beneficial and nothing harmful to them.

6. Thiru. Thangamani, Kandithankulam village:-

He thanked the officials for conducting the public hearing, He alse sa_'id_ that
workers residing in the nearby villages are dependent on this quarry. Due fo non
operation of the quarry, livelihood is affected and they are nof able to give propsr
sducation to'the children. There is unem‘p_.lgymerit-. This type of work cannot be
done by educated people. The uneducated daily coolies can do this werk. This has
to be kept in the mind. The proper advice has to be given lo the entrepreneurs o
regulate the lorry traffic and control the dust emission and the quarry has to be
permitied to operate.

7. Thirw. Daniel, Kandithankulam:-

He said that the quarry can be permitted to operate provided the quarrying
has to be done within -1hé permitted quantity with following rules and regulations of
the government. More families will get benefits due 1o this quarry. The peoples
working in the quarry will have development in their fife. He requested {c grant
permission o the quarry.

8. Thiru. Jebastin, Kandithankulam:-

He said that their livelihcod ware aﬁee%ed__,_ since the quarries in the Tharuvai
village of Tirunelvell District were not in operation for the past one and half years.
He said thal he is a driver and due o unemployment he is going for masonry works
and for agriculiure works, He is not able to send his children to school. Due to this
quarty there ara no issues butdue to some reasons it was stopped. He said that it




will be helpful to them if the quarry is permitted to Qper;aftgj-and;h&_;sjaigl’thf}ﬁgj;‘ﬂmref
will be no issuss if the proper blasting techniques and air poliution control
measures are adopted by the quarries. He requested the lorry drivers to be carsful
while driving with the loads. . He requested to provide the proper fgcﬁlﬁ;iesa'-anﬂ
necessary arrangements to the lotry drivers. If this quarry operates they will gst
apportunity to work nearby their villages, Around 200 persons residing in 7 to 8
nearby villages have lost their jobs. The quarry operation has to be resumed for
the reemployment of these 200 people Due to this project, there is no issuss for
them and he requested to grant permission to start the quarry immediately.

Then the Revenus Divisional Officer, Tirunelvell anneunced that the views
of the public are video recorded and the same will be sentto fhee-ﬁgyammem.-_ﬂg
also thanked the public for participating in the public hearing. After this, the written
petitions from the public were received by the Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tirunelveli. The meeting ended. iy
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