Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting of M/s.K.Rani Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry
located at S.F.No. 545/2 (Part) of Kuppam Village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur District over an
extent of 0.84.5 Hectares held on 14.06.2023 at Murugan Thirumana Mandapam, Kuppam
Village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur District

Participant:

1. Thiru, M.Kannan,
District Revenue officer,
Karur.

2. Er.D.Jeyalakshmi,
District Environmental Engineer,
TNPCB, Karur.

3. Public — As per List.

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer in her welcome address on behalf of the District
Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board welcomed all the participant to attend
the public hearing. Also, informed that the K.Rani Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry had applied
to conduct a public hearing for the quarrying. According to the Environmental Impact
Assessment Notification, 2006 order, public hearing meetingfor getting the public opinion for the
above projects has been made mandatory. So the public hearing meeting is being held on today's
date. In this regard, an advertisement has already been made in Dinathanthi Tamil Newspaper
dated 12.05.2023 and The Hindu English Newspaper dated 13.05.2023 and the copies of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Report related to this project were displayed for public
reference at the District Collector's Office, District Industries Centre and Panchayat Union
Office, etc a month ago. She also informed that the public announcement about the meeting was
made through loudspeaker, leaflets and posters on 12.06.2023 in Kuppam and surrounding

Villages. She also informed that the summary report in Tamil and English related to the said



project has also been uploaded on the website of Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board for public
viewing. Then she asked the District Revenue Officer to preside over the meeting.

District Revenue Officer:

The District Revenue Officer, who presided over the address, welcomed the audience to
the public hearing. He has informed that public hearing meetingfor M/s K. Rani Rough Stone
and gravel quarry, S.F No. 545/2 (Part) is being conducted as per government guidelines, He also
said that the information related to the project has already been uploaded on the websites. He
then asked the general public to express their views clearly and concisely without any hesitation.
He informed that all the opinions of the public participating in this meeting will be forwarded to
the government without any discrimination. He also said that the project consultants of the
company are currently going to explain the information related to this project.

Project Proponent / Environmental consultant Geo Technical Mining Solutions:

He said that all departmental government officials including District Revenue Officer
and district Environmental Engincer, Press Friends, Environmentalists and Police Officers are
welcomed to participate in this public hearing meeting. He explained the details of the proposed
project as follows.

I. An introduction to Quarry Project
. Location map of the project site
. Details of proposed quarries 500 meters radius
. Satellite photograph of project site
. Total geological resources and total quarry reserves
. Aspects around the Site
. Basic environmental monitoring
. Land environment
. Land use within 10 km radius
10. Soil test results
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11. Results of water quality survey
12. Map of wind direction

13. Air tracked satellite photo

14. Results of air monitoring study

15. Results of volume study




16.
17.
18.
19.

Anticipated Environmental Impacts and Preventive Measures
Environmental Impact Assessment
Anticipated environmental noise impacts and preventive measures

Anticipated Environmental Water Environment Impacts and Preventive Measures

. Explosive method and preventive measures
. Water sprinkling on roads

. Development of green Belt

. Erection of barbed wire fence

. Plan Benefits

. Environmental Management Plan

. Occupational Health and Safety

27.

Conclusion

District Environmental Engineer:
She asked the public to register their name and address and give their views on the

project accordingly.

1. Mr. P. Kumar, Kuppam:
[ am P. Kumar from this village. There is no objection to grant permission for this quarry.

2. Mr.Shckhar, Antisanglipalaivam:

No objection to grant permission for K.Rani Rough Stone and gravel quarry.

3. Mr.Shanmugam, Antisanglipalaivam:
No objection to grant permission for K.Rani Rough Stone and gravel quarry.

(The petition was handed over to the District Environmental Engineer. She received the petition.)

4. Mr.Prabhakaran, Punnamchatram :

No objection to grant permission for K.Rani Rough Stone and gravel quarry

5. Mr. Sathish, Karatupalayam:
No objection to grant permission for K.Rani Rough Stene and gravel quarry

6. Mr.Ravichandran, Karudayampalayam :
Greeting to everyone.l object this Rani Group Rough Stone and Gravel Stone Project.

The coming month is the wind season. No matter what air pollution prevention methods we use

(Wind Net, Green Belt), the wind speed will be high and the air pollution will be for many km.

Also, other quarries that are already in operation have mined stones at greater depths. As I am



afraid that the same may happen in Rani quarry, | am recording the opinion that this quarry
should not be permitted.

7. Mr.Palanivel. Kuppam:

No objection.

8. Mr.Murugesan, Velliampalayam :

No objection.

9. Mr. P. Sundararajan, Noyyal:
No objection,

10. Mir. Raja, Vadugapatti :
I request to give permission to thequarry.

11. Mr.Lakshmikandan, Communist Party of India:

We inspected M. Rani Quarry. There are no residences nearby. Please follow

Environmental Rules. And there is no objection to grant permission for a quarry.
12. Mr.Balakrishnan, Communist Party of India:

On behalf of our party, we visited quarry in person and inspected it. At the time of
inspection, there were no residential areas or roads nearby. Till we enquired, it is known that the
nearby farmers are not affected either. | therefore state that there is no objection to granting
permission to quarry.

13. Mr. Ramesh, Punnamchatram:

No objection.

14. Mr.Shanmugam, ThozharKazhagam, Karur:

You said not to repeat the opinion recorded by the District Administration and the
District Environment Officer, That's what I'm saying too. How do you conduct a public hearing
meeting for four-quarries with forty people at the same time? People also say yes/no and no
objection. Call them and ask them to post comments as to why there is no objection. Will they
tell the reason? He asked. They say what they are told. So, don't look at the head count. See how
they record thoughts inside their heads. Consider it and decide whether to grant permission or
not. Close the already functioning quarries. Do not grant permission for any new quarry. If you
ask people, they will tell you that because the quarry is working, they will get jobs. Will they do
any job? Northerners work more. And how much do they pay the workers? Is there no other job

other than this? Would the owners hang themselves if not for the stone quarry industry? heasked.




They will do other business and the capitalists will live because of quarrying. Workers will die.
Considering this, 1 would like to inform you that permission should not be given to this quarry,
respecting the views of the public.
15. Mr.Bhupathi, Kuppam:
No objection.

16. Mr. N. Shanmugam

Paramathi in Tamil Nadu recorded the highest temperature. It is our opinion that no new
quarries should be allowed here. There are four houses within a radius of 300 meters to the south
of M. Rani rough stone and gravel quarry. Similarly, there is an overhead reservoir at a distance
of 500 meters from the top. There is a power line nearby. Tower Line is not shown in Project
Summary Report and Mining Plan. 200 meters to the south is a water station, engine room and
outbuildings. There are various violations as well. If permission is given to this quarry, they will
be operating illegally like other quarries. Because none of the existing quarries have wire fences,
green walls, or protection for workers. Cane blasting is not used. Blasting is from 1 PM to 2 PM.
There was no blasting during that period. The quarries are open 24 hours a day. Quarries should
operate from 7 am to 5 pm. The rule is that not more than 20 tonnes should be allowed on the
panchayat road. There is no adherence to it. There is no use of covers while carrying stones in
vehicles. Therefore, permission should not be given to this quarry. No permission should be
given for any quarrying in future.

17. Mr.Vijayvan, Cauvery River conservation Movement, Karur:

Action should be taken against the illegal quarries already operating illegally in Karur
and after that a hearing should be held to seek permission for new quarries. Ground water level is
decreasing. According to the World Health Organization, Tamil Nadu will be ranked first. If
stone quarry permitted, the ground water level will further decrease.

18. Mr.Mugilan, Coordinator, TamilNadu Environment Protection Movement, Karur:

Greeting to everyone. Greeting to the Karur District Administration, District
Environmental Engineers, stone quarry owners, those brought by the stone quarry owners,
members of various people's movements, those who have come from Andhra to petition for the
stone quarry, social activists and the general public. The two quarries that have already come are
working and the permission has expired and the quarries have come to seek permission again.

However, K Rani stone quarry has sought permission for a new quarry. The quarrymen of



Thiruvalar NTC Group, which is operating illegally in the north, south and west fields, have
sought permission for this quarry. Similarly, stone quarry is currently operating in SF No 553.
New Star, Thirumalai, stone quarry, which have been approved here, are still operating. New
Star has two quarries. Tirumalai stone quarry operates within a radius of 500 meters. We request
to take action on it. According to the Government Mineral Rules, the reservoir tank, water
station, should not be at a distance of 500 meters. An overhead reservoir is located in SF No 540
North West of SF No 545 where this quarry is located. Therefore, legal permission should not be
given. SF No 554 has an electric motor. A water station is located.

A reservoir is located near tarroad on the west side of Field No. 545 where the quarry is
located. A stream flows nearby. In the paper, it is mentioned that the quarrying will be done with
a gap of 50 meters. Only exists in name. Towerline goes to Field number 546 under Field
Number 545/2. But towerline is not shown in revenue office document. Here the authorities also
do not give documents. If people like us do a field survey, they will kill us. 1t is said that the
towerline goes in the southwest field. This field does not show convergence. The distance
between it and the quarry is not recorded. There is no gap between NTC Quarry and the road.
Tar road runs on the west and south sides. There is no wire fence. NTC stone quarry was running
illegally at night and crashed into a truck, killing the driver. No wire fence has been erected there
till date. They are the richest people in Tamil Nadu. They say they will build a green wall. There
are 4 houses at a distance of 180 meters on the south side. AD Mines mentioned that the house
owners have told us that they have no objection. Which Rule says that permission can be granted
if no objection is stated. Hon'ble Mr.Jayapal says that he was told by the Higher Office, Chennai
that stone quarry list should be provided. We have procured the quarry list from the factory. As
per February 2023, there are 70 quarries in Karur district. In this quarry, Collector has inspected
I Quarry, District Revenue Officer inspected2 Quarry, Revenue Development Officer inspected
3 Quarry, Tahsildarinspected3 Quarry, Revenue Inspectorinspected3 Quarry and VAO inspected
3 Quarry. There are more than 30 quarries operating here which are closed and operating in
Kuppam. There are 300 quarries in Karur District. Three of the quarries inspected by the District
Revenue Officer This document is submitted to the Hon'ble Industrial Investment and
Promotional Trade Department, Chennai Head Office General Officer Mr.Pandurangan and he
has presented it. He asked why all the quarries were not inspected. Salary is given only for that.

Please implement the G.0.19. The District Revenue Officer has inspected 3 quarries. All Village




Administrative Officers of Karur district have visited 3 quarries. 100 per cent should be
inspeeted by the Village Administrative Officer and 75 per cent by the Revenue Inspector.
Tahsildar 50 per cent, Revenue officer 25 per cent, District Revenue Officer 10 per cent and
District Collector 5 per cent has to inspect the quarries. The quarries inspected by the Village
Administrative Officer and the quarries we complained about were accompanied by other
officials when they went to inspect them and they did not inspect them alone. So advise to do the
work properly. Permission of K. Rani stone quarry will cause huge ecological impact. Tirumala,
New Star and NTCstonequarryare located around the stone quarry. Also, field no. 553, field no.
546 has a cemetery. Therefore, people cannot live in this area. There were 55 quarries seeking
permission in Tirunelveli. After granting the permission, a team was formed and the quarry was
inspected. It was discovered that 54 quarries were operating illegally. Only one was legal.
Because the aquarium is not running. Environmental clearance and operating permit is granted.
But did not come to the movement.

82 quarries were operating in Tirupur and Modakkupalayam area. When a committee
headed by a judge conducted an investigation, it was found that 82 quarries were operating
illegally. Friends say the new quarry will be legal. He asked what the guarantee was. 3 1/2
magnitude earthquake, 130" temperature was recorded. If a quarry is going to come and destroy
the future generation, what are we going to do aboul it, he asked. There are 4 houses in the
southern part of M. Rani Stone quarry. AD Mines mentioned that 3 houses. There are 10 houses
in the northern part. Survey Number located at 547, 548 and 542. A water tank is located at a
distance of 500 meters. A nearby electrical path is hidden from being displayed. Thus the
documents have been issued illegally. Therefore, we request that permission should not be given
to M. Rani Stone quarry. We are advised to recommend it to the State Environment Assessment
Committee. Being government tenants, they are unscrupulous looters of government property.
We should use only the minerals at the surface. Sand quarries in Mallampalayam and Nerur areas
are being operated illegally and we are waiting for the final verdict following a case in the
Supreme Court with many evidences. Mr Kamarajar said let them say that we are running the
quarry legally. No such quarry is functioning. Therefore, permission should not be given to M.
Rani Stone quarry. Nearby houses will be affected by quarrying activities. None of the officials,
social activists, party functionaries will listen. This is the situation. The one who takes

Jagannathan killed by them. The Collector knows who the Stone quarry owners are and who they



are. But no action was taken against them. The Stone quarry owner came to the police station the
next minute after talking about crores of rupees. There are camera recordings for that. Reservoir
tanks are available. There are houses. The NTCStone quarry has not yet been fenced. 37 people
have been infected so far. So, don't give permission to K.Rani stone quarry. They are looting
government property. Companies like NTC are looting 100 crores of government property.
Ministers are safe by claiming to be proxies. Action should be taken. No one can escape. Do not
support injustices. You are young officers. So you have to take action against illegal quarries to
save Karur District to save this soil. T request you not to give permission to M. Rani Stone
quarry. Ground water is very low in Paramathi. (He showed the book of TNPCB and YOU).
19. My. MLR.K. Shiva, Karur:

Greeting to everyone. I would like to express my salutations to all those who have come
to this public hearing meeting which is being conducted under the leadership of Karur District
Revenue Officer and District Environmental Engineer. First of all, 1 would like a brief

xplanation. That is, he asked whether you would explain our doubt or just ask for opinion.

The District Environmental Engineer said, "Regarding the public opinion meeting, the
meeting is being held here only to record public opinion. Any comments you may have can be
voiced or expressed in writing. They will be sent to the State Environmental Impact Assessment
Commitiee”.

M.R.V Shiva continued to speak. My question is that many of the people who come here
are not have quarry knowledge. But they will be affected by Stone quarry. If they know the
explanation, they would have come with the idea that they can register that it is OK or that there
is an objection. So this meeting is a meeting for feedback. The District Environmental Engineer
asked them that they are saying that there was no meeting to seek clarification.

The District Environmental Engineer said, “You can contact the office and inform;you
may record your views in respect of this hearing either in writing or (a) orally”.

MR.V. Siva continued his speech by saying “Thank you”. An application has been
received for setting up a stone quarry in the name of K.Rani, a project report has been prepared
and a public hearing meeting is being held on it. The area where the public hearing meeting is
held is the area with the maximum number of quarries in the same region, and not only that, all
the other quarries near these quarries are 100 percent quarries and quarries operating in violation

of the Quarry Regulations. A licensed quarry is also in operation. The licensed quarry is also




operational. A new quarry is currently being sought for permission to operate in this type of area.
Everyone should keep in mind that quarrying is an industry that can be done in harmony with
Mother Earth. We can use the resources on earth. Don't destroy it. Already, they have given
permission to- hundreds of quarries and turned this area into a cremation ground. The District
Revenue Officer can even visit the area where the quarry is located where you are going to grant
permission and inspect it, where there is not even a little farming environment. Normally, there is
no environment for grazing goats and cows. Already, operating quarries do not respect
environmental regulations. There won't even be a quarry at the depth you have given permission
for. After surveying the ground water level, you give permission for quarrying up to 50 meters
deep. When re-applying for permission, you inspect and grant permission up to a further depth of
20 meters. So, the ground water level has decreased. He expressed his surprise that it meant that
he was infected.

Ground water level has decreased. So carry out the quarry work which means that the
ground water table has gone down. The ground water level may decrease further when such
permission is granted.

The wells in the area are traditional wells of 30 feet depth. Hence, there is no water in the
old wells. Their permission has been given for quarrying up to 50m, 60m, 70m depth. Only 200
feet bore well can be constructed. He raised a question that when giving the permission for Stone
quarry, why the depth of the Stone quarry was given less was not investigated. The initial fault
starts at the Village Administrative Officer's office. Does anyone who came here and said OK
know the Al notice? The Village Administrative officer should put a dandora to issue Al notice.
He questioned whether it was possible to specify the date on which the Dandora was laid. If you
want, take a look at the Stone quarry Al notice where the hearing meeting is held today, the
person who signed it will not have the father's name or address, if you ask the quarry owner, they
will bring the laborer working there. There is a residential area around this quarry within a radius
of 300 m. But the documents do not mention anything. Tower line is located at a distance of 300
meters. Do not give. But there is corruption in that sector. If there is any damage to the tower
line, they write and buy it saying that they will fix it. Why do they need to fix it after damage is
done? Preventive measures should be taken to prevent damage. The project report has been
prepared hiding the presence of houses and tower line within 300 meters radius. Instead of

banning the quarry, we should ban the report prepared company. First of all, you need to add the



Geo technical of Mining Solution Company to the Block list. They have prepared a summary
report hiding the presence of residential and tower line with false information. Then questioned
whether a hearing was being held for sweeping. No specific action was taken in the public
hearing meetingalready held. It is the duty of a District Revenue Officer to inspect the quarry if a
complaint is lodged against it. If requested through the Right to Information Act, please contact
us. They say that they cannot answer this. Don't get the District Revenue Officer wrong. He said
this reply came from your office. District Environmental Engineer They do not make general
comments. That said, post comments about this project. M.R.V Shiva continued his speech. He
said the same response would come if the project is approved. Also, if a complaint is made to the
Pollution Control Board, they inform them over the phone and notify them to turn on the water
sprinklers. The District Revenue Officer said, "Just record the comments and it will be sent to
SEIAA, along with the statistics, the comments you mentioned as 500 meters and 300 meters
away will be fully recorded and sent to SEIAA."

Therefore, M.R.V Siva said that permission should not be given to this quarry which

hides the information and asks for permission.

% M/ e (
et Environmental Engineer, District Revénue Officer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Karur.
Karur.
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