MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT
OF M/S. VISHNUSURYA PROJECTS AND INFRA PRIVATE LIMITED - ROUGH
STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY, SF NO. 121/1A, 121/iB, 128/1, 128/2A, 12828,
1282C & 128/2D, PULIVURAN VILLAGE, ARUPPUKKOTTAI TALUK,
VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT ON 29.02.2024, 11.60 AM AT KALYANA
MANDAPAM - PULIYURAN PANCHAYAT (NEXT TO CHITHTHANATHA
GURUNATHA SWAMY TEMPLE) PULIYURAN VILLAGE, ARUPPUKKOTTAI
TALUK, VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT.

Present:

Thiruvalargal:

1 Thirw.P. Vallikannu ¢ Revenue Divisional Officer
Aruppukottai,

2 Er.G. Ramaraj ¢ District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar,

3 Er.D.M. Krishnababu ¢ Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar.

Public, Project proponent 120 Nos (List enclosed)

The public hearing under EIA Notifications, 2006 for the proposed project
of M/s.Vishnusurya Projects and Infra Private Limited - Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry,
SENo.121/1A, 121/1B, 128/1, 128/2A, 128/2B, 128/2C & 128/2D, Puliyuran Village,
Aruppukkottai Taluk, Virudhunagar District was held at Kalyana Mandapam - Puliyuran
Panchayat (Next to Chiththanatha Gurunatha Swamy Temple) Puliyuran Village,
Aruppukkottai Taluk, Virudhunagar District,  The District Environmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Virudhunagar welcomed the Revenue Divisional
Officer, Aruppukottai, other government officials, all general public and project

proponents who have attended the public hearing. He informed that the public notices
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informing the conduct of Public Hearing was published in “Dinathanthi” and “The New
Indian Express” on 25.01.2024. He also informed that wide publicity was given about
the conduct of public hearing by circulating pamphlets in the nearby villages of the
project site. Further, he stated that the arrangements for the public hearing had been done
as per the guidelines issued under EIA Notification, 2006. Subsequently, the
District Environmental Engineer stated that the project proponent will make a detailed
presentation on the proposed project and requested the public to express their views after
completion of the presentation. He added that the written complaints would also be
received.

He also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be
recorded through videography and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority, Tamilnadu.

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Aruppukottai initiated the Public Hearing
process. After that, the District Environmental Engineer requested the project proponent
to explain about their proposed project.

Then, the Environmental consultant of the project has made detailed presentation on
the project of M/s. Vishnusurya Projects and Infia Private Limited - Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry to the public along with Environmental Management Plan,

After that, the public has firnished their views with respeet to the project as follows —

Thiru Nethaji, TamilNadu Farmers Welfare Association, Usilampatti:

He informed that their aim is to stop the operation of quarries, which are violating the
government rules and also told that all the quarries are under operation in violation of the
government rules. He further told that previously the water in canal was in drinking condition
and now water scarcity prevails due to the quarry establishments, which leads to extinction of

various fishes and foxes, which further leads to increase of pigs population and thus affecting



agriculture. Further, during transportation of quarry vehicles, they are not covering the
materials with tharpaulin and not carrying out water sparying, which causes dust emissions in

these areas.

He also told that there are houses located within 100 m from the proposed quarry
boundary and the quarries are using only detonators instead of NONEL explosives. He
further claimed that the details of Odais, Kanmois and railway line around the quarry was
hided out in the project report. And told that an odai is located in the proposed area itself and
if it was blocked, the farmers in the downstream of Kanmoi, which get water from the Odai,

will get affected,

He further told that as per Minor Mineral Act, 1959, no persons can operate more than
two quarry lease at the same time and no quarries can be allowed mote than 5 hacters area,
however, this quarry violates both the condition and he finally recorded that no permission

should be granted to this project.

Thiru P. Duraipandi, Puliyuran :

He told that he is developing a barren land with area of 40 acres under the scheme of
“Kalaingar All Village Integrated Farmers Development Scheme” with both Central and
State government subsidy and the land is located in between the Vishnusurya and Murugan
quarries. He further told that there is no yield of water in one bore well out of two bore wells
provided. He also told that Puliyuran and Mallanaickan Kanmois are not getting water due to
the encroachment of Odai from Pannikundu ares. Agriculture is getting affected due fo the
dust emission from quarry operations. He further told that the case filed regarding the
encroachment is still under trail and told that no permission should be granted to any quarries

in Puliyuran including this quarry.
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Thiru Thinakaran, Thenpalai :

He told that the quarry is located in Thenpalai hamlet, whereas in report it is mentioned
as Puliyuran. He questioned why there was no public hearing was conducted for the existing
quarries similar to this meeting. He further told that vibrations are felt in the nearby house
due to the rig type explosives and no employment opportunities were given to the local
people, He finally told that if permission was granted to this quarry, they will hand over their

ration cards to Government.

Thiru Sivanandi, Thenpalai :

He told that they couldn’t able to carry out any work in his land during last 10 years

due fo the quarry operation and permission was given to the quarry by violating the rules.

Thiru Kannan, Thenpalai :

He told that his land with area of 12 acres is located at a distance of 35 meters from
quarry and there is no impact due to quarry operation. He further told that there is good yield
of water in his bore well and no impact to his home, which is located near to the quarry. He

also told that only NONEL type explosives are being utilised in the quarries.

Thiru Kanagaraj, Thenpalai :

He told that he was able to get 40 bags yield from his agricultural land in 2003, whereas
now only able to get half of it, He told that agriculture and animals like cows and goats in
Thenpalai was affected due to quarry operation and there is no water in the bore well located

in his land. He finally told that Thenpalai hamlet will get most impact due to the quarry.



Thira Gurusamy, Thenpalai :

He told that he is a farmer and the projeet proponent has done good things to the vi llage

and also sponsored the construction of the temple.
However, little commotion happened due to this comment in the meeting.
After commotion, he told that there is no impact due to the quarry operation,

Thiru Saravanakumar. Thenpalai :
He informed that he is carrying out farming of guava and malligai flower and told that

they would have objected the existing quarries if such meetings were conducted previously.
He also told that quarry operations are affecting the agriculture and children inhales dust and
quarry owners are blocking water ways and not carrying out any basic infrastructures in this

area and no government officials are looking into this issues.

Thiru Selvaraj, Melur :

He told that he came from Melur area of Madurai District and ground water of his area
got affected due to granite quarries and most of the quarries are under operation without
proper permission from government. As per Minor Mineral Rules, 1959, no houses should be
available within 300 m from quarry lease, However, as per the quarry report, there are
houses available within 300 m from this quarry lease boundary in S.F.Nos. 15 & 12 of
Melakandamangalam Village on South side, S.F.No.7 of Melakandamangalam Village on
South-eastern side, S.F. No.124 of Puliyuran Village on Northern side. Further, he told that a
cart track is located on 8,F.No. 121/2 on eastern side, a Odai is located on S.F.Nos. 132 &
134 on eastern side and a village road is located on 8.F.No. 134 on western side, However,
in the quarty report no safety distances related to the same was mentioned. He also told that
details regarding railway line on northern side, drinking water tank located at a distance of

400 m and & Eri located at a distance of 500 m on eastern side of the quarry are not

mentioned in the quarry report,




He further informed that the following rules of the Minor Mineral Rules, 1959 are not
followed in this quarry, i) no permission shall be given to any proprietor to operate more than
two quarty lease, ii) No quarry lease permission shall be given for more than 5 hectares and
iif) there should be atleast 10 meters distance between two quarries. He further informed that
temporary residences are established near to quatry, hence no permission should be given to
the quarry, He also informed that existing quarries are not properly maintaining their
working hours & blasting times and also not provided the green belt & fencing. He also told
that the village road are getting damaged due to overloading of vehicles and finally told not to

give permission to the quarry.

Thiru Murugesan, Thenpalai :

He informed that he is Panchayat ward member of Thenpalai and the case he filed
against the quarry operation in the Madurai Bench of Madras High Court is pending for more

than three years and he told not to give permission to the quarry.

Thiru Karuppasamy, Thenpalai :

He told that hie is an advocate. He told that he was aware of the meeting only one week
before and when he posted the same in facebook, he was threatened, He further told that he is
having a licensed gun and nobody can frighten him. He also told that Thenpalai people will
not allow to give permission to this quarry and will not allow to renew permission of existing
quarries. He told that Thenpalai village is located within 500 m from quarry and will be the
most affected village. He finally told that if permission given to the quarry, all the people in

Thenpalai hamlet will leave the village and will not allow to give permission to the quarry.



Thiru Joval, Kalavarkarisalkulam :

He told that for the mineral resources available in Thiruchuli and Aruppukottai area,
Kerala and north state people are running quarries and crushers in these locations through
their benami. He also told that no meetings were conducted and no efforts were taken for the
improvement of agriculture. He further told that Tamilnadu is a agricultural land and
meetings need to be conducted to refrieve waterbodies and. water ways. He requested to
establish nature based industries, and not to operate heavy vehicles in the water ways. He also
requested the local people to retrieve the waterbodies and told that future generation can live
only if the waterbodies are retrieved. He finally told that if the present situation continuous, it

will affect the quarry supporters also.

Thiru Premkumar, Puliyuran :

He told that the orders passed for removal of the encroachment of waterways was not
yet implemented by the quarries and till now the quartes are being operated in the
encroached area only. He further told that water quality in the Thenpalai Odai got affected
and there wont be any source for food if only industries are alone started. He told that
vibratiens in the houses near to BMS quarries were felt during blasting and requested to

remove encreachments in Odai completely,

Thiru Marimuthu, Thenpalai :

He informed that there are two schools in Puliyuran and one school in Thenpalai and
education of school students ate getting affected due fo the blasting in quarry and no drinking
water facility in the schools. The decision on giving permission to quarry should be decided

only after enquiring the school students.




Thira Anandhan, Thenpalai :

He told that agriculture in Thenpalai is getting affected, ground water is getting
depleted, school building are getting vibrated due to Vishnusurya Quarry and finally

registered that no support should be given to the quarry.

Thiru Kanagaraj, Thenpalai :

When spoken again, he informed that the details of school located in Thenpalai village

is not mentioned in the quarry report.

After that, since no one came forward to give view on the project, the Revenue
Divisional Officer, Aruppukotiai invited the public to offer their further more views if any.
Even after that, no one came forward to give any opinion. Finally, the District Environmental
Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Virudhunagar has narrated the proceedings
of the public hearing conducted. He also thanked all and requested to furnish their views if

any in written and 62 numbers of petitions were received in person.

With this, the meeting came to the end.

¥ “""“B' g, 207 | T : T
District Environmental Engineer, Revenue Divisional Officer
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, ~ Aruppukottai,
Virudhunagar Virudhunagar District.
Fnclosures:

1. Copy of Attendance Register (Total 9 —pages, 120 persons)
2. Videograph of public hearing meeting (CD format)
3. Copy of Public Notices (both Tamil & English).
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