MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
EVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM STATE ENVIRONMENT IMPACT
ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY (SEIAA) -~ TAMIL NADU FOR THE PROPOSED
ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL QUARRY OF M/S. AGGREAGATE MINES, OVER AN
EXTENT OF 3.82.0HEC (TOTAL CLUSTER AREA 9.58.0 HEC) LOCATED IN
S.F.NO. 212/2A (P), 212/2B (P), 212/2C (P), 213/2A, 213/2B AND 213/4,
KILKOLATHUR VILLAGE, CHEYYAR TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT,
HELD ON 03.09.2024 AT 12.30 NOON IN M/S. VRJ SINDUJA THIRUMANA
MALIGAI, ANNAKKAVUR, CHEYYAR TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT.

Present:

1. | Thiru.D. Baskara Pandiyan, IAS., | District Collector,
Tiruvannamalai District,
Tiruvannamalai.

2. | Selvi. Pallavi Verma, IAS., Sub Collector,
Cheyyar.

3. | Tmt. T. Kalaiselvi, M.E., District Environmental Engineer,

' Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board,

Tiruvannamalai.

4. | Thiru. V. Kathirvelan Assistant Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board,

Tiruvannamalai.

5. | Public and Environmentalists 145 persons (list enclosed).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruvannamalai welcomed the respected District Collector,
Tiruvannamalai, other Government Officials, General Public, and
Environmentalists for the Public Hearing meeting for the proposed rough

stone and gravel quarry.

The District Environmental Engineer informed that as per the
Environmental Impact Assessment Notification 2006, all the projects and
activities listed in the schedule to the notification shall require prior
Environmental Clearance from the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
Change, Gol / State Environment Impact Assessment Authority. The process
of obtaining Environmental Clearance involves public consultation, and
hence the public hearing meeting is being conducted today for the proposed

Rough stone and Gravel quarry of, M/s. Aggreagate Mines, over an extent of
' 1
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3.82.0 hectare in Kilkolathur Village, Cheyyar Taluk, Tiruvannamalai

District.

As per the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification 2006, it is
mandatory to conduct public hearing where the opinions of the public will
be obtained through oral/or in written statements the minutes will be
recorded and submitted to the State Environment Impact Assessment
Authority for the fnining projects (Individual or Cluster extent) above 5 hect
of area. The public notice for this public hearing was published in dailies of
“New Indian Express” (English) & “Daily Thanthi” (Tamil) on 27.07.2024
with the approval of the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai for the proposed

Rough stone & gravel quarry of M/s. Aggregate Mines.

Further, the District Environmental Engineer has informed that
proposed quarry project and Environmental Impact Assessment Study
report details will be explained through a power point presentation by the
project proponent. After that, public can express their views, suggestions
and comments one by one either in oral or in written format on the said
project. The opinions & suggestions of the public & environmentalists will
be recorded and submitted to the State Environment Impact Assessment

Authority.

The District Collector instructed the project proponent to explain
about the proposed Rough stone & gravel quarry and the Environmental

Impact Assessment study conducted by them to the public in detail.

On behalf of the project proponent Thiru. S. Asan Ali, Consultant,
M/s. Global Mining Solutions, explained the details of the project and
the Environmental Impact Assessment study conducted by them through

power point presentation.

Then the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai requested the public to
express their views/suggestions/comments in oral or written statement one

by one after giving their name and address.
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The following are the views represented by the public.

1. Mr. M. Ramados, Kilkolathur Village,

He said that there are already many quarries in our village, causing
complete pollution and prohibiting the grazing of goats and cows. Beyond
our village lie a mountain, pasture land, and a lake, where we previously
grazed our animals. If we had been consulted about those quarries, we
would not have given permission. We appreciate you seeking our feedback
for the first time. However, this new quarry will be the most devastating for
us, with its massive crater and impact on water resources. The vibrations
from the quarry are already affecting our homes, and there's no pasture left
for our goats and cows. Our livelihood depends on these animals, so we ask:
is this quarry necessary? They might say no one is needed, but we're already
suffering from pollution, and another quarry will only worsen the situation.
I request the district collector to take appropriate action. If this were the first
quarry, it might be acceptable, but with existing quarries surrounding us,
there's no land left for grazing. We're forced to graze our cows in limited time
slots, and even then, only after the grass dries up. Our livelihoods are
severely affected. Only 10 or 15 people from our village are present here
today, as our village leader did not represent us. We have nowhere else to
go, so it's up to you to take a stand and support us, he

concluded his speech.

2. Mr.Jaganathan, Kilkolathur Village,

He shared the claim that trees are being planted around the quarries,
pointing out that even if space is limited, nearly government land could be
utilized. However, the quarry owners have failed to take action. He stressed
that merely accumulating wealth for future generations is insufficient;
environmental conservation is crucial. Trees require protection to flourish, a
fact widely acknowledged. Despite claims of tree-planting, it's not
happening. The previous District Collector had made a start by planting
trees on a small plot, but since then, no further efforts have been

made, he concluded.



3.Mr. Velu, Kilkolathur Village,
He shared that earlier large number of cows were survived in our

village but at present cows are not surviving because of the existing
quarries and we sold the cattles as the grazing land have been reduced.
And he concluded that, “we strongly object this proposed Rough stone &

gravel quarry”.

4.Mr. Nedunchezhiyan, Kilkolathur Village,

He asserted that the proposed quarry will inevitably have far-reaching
consequences. Although a public opinion was sought in Vembakkam, our
village unanimously submitted a letter opposing the quarry just two months
ago. The proposed blasting on all four sides of our land will have a ripple
effect, impacting neighbouring villages. Can we truly expect our land to
remain viable for future generations if we pursue this course? We aim to
secure the next generation's education and economic prospects. If our
homes become inhabitable due to the quarry, what's the value of retaining
the land? The lack of pasture will lead to the demise of our livestock. It's
your responsibility to halt the quarries. He concluded by stressing the

importance of preserving the land for posterity.

5.Mr. Sridhar, Kilkolathur Village,

He stated that the quarry operators have already conducted
excavation and soil removal, disposing of it in a distant location. He pointed
out that the lands of Revenue survey nos of 212 and 213 have a lake
nearby, which is obscured by a stream and a footpath. He argued that the
existence of this lake is being deliberately hidden, and thus, we are

vehemently opposed to this quarry, he concluded.

The crowd erupted in a unified chant, shouting "No quarry! No quarry!"

The following 8 members of the public have expressed their
opinion in Writing that they have no objection to the operation of this
quarry. They have also requested to provide them with employment

opportunities in the proposed quarry.




~=

S.No Named& Place Comment

1 A. Subramaniyan, Proddatur, Expressed support in favour of the
Kadappa District, Andhra proposed quarry
Pradesh

2 A.P. Rajendiran, Thirupathi Expressed support in favour of the
District, Andhra Pradesh proposed quarry

3 B. Durga Prasad, Nandyal, Expressed support in favour of the
Andhra Pradesh proposed quarry

4 V. Bhagyalakshmi, Chitdra Expressed support in favour of the
Durga District, Karnataka proposed quarry

5 P. Ravi, Chitradurga District, Expressed support in favour of the
Karnataka proposed quarry

6 B. Muni Krishna, Andhra Expressed support in favour of the
Pradesh proposed quarry

7 U. Ramachandra, Proddatur, Expressed support in favour of the
Kadappa District, Andhra proposed quarry
Pradesh

8 M/s. Chaitanya Welfare Society, | Expressed support in favour of the

Nellore, Andhra Pradesh

proposed quarry

As there were no views/comments raised further, District Environmental
Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai, with the

District Collector’s approval, has announced that the meeting came to an

end with the vote of thanks.

Enclosures:

1.

3. Attendance sheet at the public hearing (Total pages 10&145 persons).

Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily Newspaper
Tamil & English dated 27.07.2024for notifying the public hearing

meeting.

The certificate issued by the Village Administrative Office for the Tom

and issue of notices.

4, Audio & Video (DVD - Disc 1) of the public hearing proceedings.

5. Photographs of the public hearing \ Summary in English & Tamil,

. Petitions received through Public Hearing Meeting- 8 num

submitted by the Project Proponent.

District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

District Collector,
Tiruvannamalai.
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