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E MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING OF M/S. SRI BLUE METALS
ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY, S.F. NO. 76/1A & 76/1B (P),
CHIKKARANMPALAYAM VILLAGE, METTUPALAYAM TALUK, COIMBATORE
DISTRICT IN AN AREA OF 5.07.22 HECTARE HELD ON 21.08.2024 AT 11.00
A.M. IN DURAP'S MAHAL, KANNARPALAYAM ROAD, CHIKKARAMPALAYAM
VILLAGE, KARAMADAI, COIMBATORE DISTRICT '

NAME OF THE PROJECT - M/s. Sri Blue Metals Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry,
S.F. No. 76/1A & 76/1B (P),
Chikkarampalayam Village,
Mettupalayam Taluk,
Coimbatore District

VENUE - Durai's Mahal, Kannarpalayam Road,
Chikkarampalayam Village, Karamadai,
Coimbatore District

DATE & TIME - 21.08.2024 - 11.00 AM.
Present:
1. | Tmt. S. Rajeswari District Revenue Ofﬁcer,Stamps. o

Coimbatore District.

2. | Dr. R. Chandrasekaran | District Environmental Engineer (FAC),
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore North

3. | Er.l. Abubakkar ‘ Assistant Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore North

4. | Er. K Kalaivendhan Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore North

5. | Thiru. D. Rajasekaran Inspector,
Karamadai Police Station,
Mettupalayam Taluk,

Coimbatore District




Thiru. Gnanasekaran ﬁhe Project Proponent
|

Thiru. J. Malarmani Village Administrative Officer,
Sikkarampalayam, Coimbatore

Thiru. Sheik Nawas EIA Consultant,
Geo Exploration and Mining Solution,

Salem District.

Public 213 Nos. (Enclosed in Annexure - 1)

The public hearing meeting had started with Tamil Thai Vazhthu.

District Environmental Engineer, TNPCB, CBN:-

o,
%

The District Environmental Engineer has welcomed one and all present here.
Public hearing meeting is proposed for the rough stone and gravel quarry project
by M/s. Sri Blue Metals.

The Union Ministry of Environment's circular states that public hearings are
required for certain industries or projects. Accordingly, a public hearing meeting is
being held today in Sikkarampalayam village, Mettupalayam taluk, regarding the
establishment of the proposed rough stone and gravel quarry project.

I request the District Revenue Officer to preside over this public hearing meeting.

I 'am proud to extend a warm welcome to the Public of Bilichi Village, Social
Welfare Activists & Environmentalists who have gathered here for the public
hearing meeting of M/s. Sri Blue Metals Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry Project
on behalf of the Tamil Naduy Pollution Control Board.

Press release regarding public hearing meeting was published on 17.07.2024 in
‘Dinathanthi” and “The Time of India” néwspapers. Pamphlets regarding the
venue of the public hearing meeting were also distributed to the public.

First, the project consultant will provide information regarding the project.
Following that, the public will express new opinion on the project.

These comments will be recorded and sent in video and audio form to the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority.

Now, the project consultant will explain the project in brief.
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Thiru. Sheik, EIA Consultant of M/s. Geo Exploration and Mining Solution, -
Salem
Thiru. Sheik, the EIA Consultant of M/s. Geo Exploration and Mining
Solution, elaborated the environmental impacts of the project, the measures to avoid
them, the fund allocated for it and the benefits to be derived from the project.
The District Environmental Engineer invited the public to'express their views

and éuggestions on the project.

1. Mr. Kalamani, Former Panchayat Union Member, Senniveerampalayam

| respectfully request you to grant permission to M/s. Sree Blue Metals for the
proposed quarry. Approval of this project will not only enhance the financial position
of our panchayat but also support to implement the development works within the

panchayat. | kindly urge you to definitely give permission.

2. Mr. Rajendran, Senniveerampalayam

The quarry is essential for our panchayat as it provides significant
employment opportunities, thereby improving the livelihood of many workers. It also
supports various community initiatives, such as providing uniforms for school
children. Many laborers are currently employed at t_he/quarry, and its continued
operation is crucial for our panchayat economy. Therefore, | humbly request that this

quarry is important to our panchayat and grant the required permissions.

- 3. Nr. Mahadevan, Sikkarampalayam:

| want to share that the quarry owner has been doing an excellent job in our
panchayat. The presence of quarries in the area has also significantly reduced the

cost of gravel, and rent of vehicles which benefits everyone.

4. Mr. Ramasamy, Former Deputy Chairman of the Panchayat Council,

Senniveerampalayam.

Having served as a deputy chairman of panchayat council for the past five years,
| can attest the significant benefits of having a quarry in our panchayat. Many people
rely on it for their livelihood, and it supports their families and education. The quarry
has been a crucial resource for our community, and its continued operation is
essential. The presence of the quarry has not caused any disturbances, and it is

widely supported by the people of our panchayat, inpluding myself.
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5. Mr. Jagannathan, Kannarpalayam.

~ The quarry has been operating in Sikkarampalayam Panchayat for nearly 60
years, with no adverse impact on the surrounding villages/ panchayats. M/s. Sri Blue
Metal has been working in good condition. Therefore, | kindly request that you grant

them the necessary permission to continue their operations.
6. Mrs. Paappathi, Kannarpalayam

Good Morning to all. With the quarry here, we have no problem. 200 people are
working. We didn't have any problem.

7. Mrs. Bakgyam, Chinnakaralur

Hello everyone. | am a resident of this panchayat for 50 years, and | can confirm
that the operation of the quarry has not harmed the public or the farmers. The
minerals extracted and the revenue generated from his quarry plays a crucial role in
our panchayat, énabling us to build essential infrastructure such as tar roads and
drainage systems. The revenue from this also supports our schools. Therefore, |

humbly request that license may be granted for this quarry. Thank you.
8. Thiru. Gandhi, Kannarpalayam

The presence of stone quarry in this panchayat, provides convenience for
everyone. They have provided tar roads which is convenient to travel to school.
Panchayat gets more income from it. There is no harm. The project proponent is
providing uniforms to the children. So, we welcome the establishment of stone

quarry. So, | kindly request you to grant the license.
9. Thiru. Prakash, Kannnarpalayam

The presence of M/s. Sri Blue Metal in this panchayat is very beneficial. It
provides a wide range of employment cpportunities for local residents. Considering
these advantages, | kindly requeét that you grant permission for the establishment of
this quarry.

10. Thiru. Sangili, Kannarpalayam



Good Morning to all. M/s. Sri Blue Metals is doing an excellent job in this
panchayat. In addition to their impressive work, they offer employment opportunities
to both educated graduates and uneducated local residents, which is advantageous
for everyone. Therefore, | kindly request that you grant permission to M/s. Sri Blue
Metals.

11.Mrs. Madhu, Kannarpalayam
| humbly request you to grant permission for this stone quarry.
12.Mr. Arun, Kannarpalayam

I'm Mr. Arun from Kannarpalayam. | have been here for 20 years, and quarries
have 'been' a p.art of this panchayat even before my birth. They contribute
significantly to local schools, enhance livelihoods, and provide numerous job
opportunities, including drivers. As a result, hundreds of families are able to thrive.
Therefore, | kindly request that you grant permission for this quarry.

13. TmtsRevathy, Sikkarampalayam

'm a fourth ward member from Sikkarampalayam. | strongly support to grant a
license to Sri Blue Metals for their quarry operations. They have been making
significant contributions to our community, including providing school uniforms
annually and shoes to downtrodden children. Additionally, they support pregnant
women with nutritious food every month. Considering these positive impacts, |

humbly request that you grant them the necessary quarrying license. Thank you.
14.Thiru. Daniel, Kannarpalayam

Hello everyone, | am a chemistry graduate and have lived in this area for 35

years. The quarry has provided numerous benefits not only to our Sikkarampalayam

Panchayat but also to the surrounding panchayats. It has positive impact on
education, sports, and the environment and, raising standards across the panchayat.
The quarry has planted over ten thousand of saplings, aiming to make our panchayat
a model panchayat in Tamil Nadu. Additionally, during the challenging period of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the quarry owners organized the distribution of more than

8,000 vaccines to our panchayat residents. Given their ongoing support and
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contributions to our community, we have no objections to the continued operation of -
this quarry. Thank you.

15. Thiru. Shanmugam, Social Activist:

Quarry has been an integral part of Sikkarampalayam Panchayat for many
years, with a significant portion of the panchayat's funds coming from this stone
quarry. The financial support from the quarry has greatly contributed to essential
infrastructure projects such as drainage systems, road construction, and various

welfare schemes. Thousands of people depend on this quarry for their livelihoods.

M/s.Sri Blue Metals has been actively supporting our community for 21 years
by providing uniforms, shoes, and incentives to government school students in our
panchayat. They also extend their support to students in nearby areas like
Velliyankadu, Tholampalayam, Nellithurai, and Kemmarampalayam.

Additionally, they offer a 12,000 incentive to students who complete their 10th
standard and pursue higher education, along with the provision of clothes every
_year. Furthermore, in response to the poor condition of houses in Sikkarampalayam,
Karupparayan Nagar, and Vadavalli, the quarry owner has personally repaired and
painted over a hundred houses.

The cost about (150,000 each. They also provide one free unit of M-sand and
gravel to builders under the government housing scheme, regardless of the
recipient’s background. Considering the extensive support and positive impact of this
quarry, | humbly request that you grant permission for its continued operation. Thank

you.
16.Thiru. K. Murugesan, Sikkarampalayam

Hello everyone. | am a resident of Sikkarampalayam village and | am 66 years
old. Quarries have been functioning in our village for over 50 years. This quarry is
nature’s gift to the Sikkarampalayam village, similar to how Kolar gold mining ‘_hasi
benefited its region. The mineral wealth extracted here is crucial for our panchayat’s’
development projects and provides valuable employment opportunities for the local
women population. Therefore, | kindly request your support in granting permission

for the continued operation of our quarries. Thank you.



17.Thiru. L. Murugaiyan, Vadavalli

Hello everyone. Sikkarampalayam Panchayat is recognized as one of the most
developed villages in our Karamadai Union, with excellent infrastructure such as
roads and schools, which is a testament to the hard work of the Panchayat Council

Chairman. However, there are some pressing issues that need attention.

In contrast, the Onnipalayam division has substantial development, with land

prices reaching several crores per acre and individual cents selling for five lakhs. |
reside in Vadavalli, where the road from Vadavalli Perumal Temple to Kumaran Hill
is in poor condition due to the transport of stone from Sikkarampalayam village. This

road is severely dilapidated, affecting daily commutes.

Additionally, the panchayat has laid water pipes to serve around ten houses,
but these pipes are now completely damaged, preventing water flow. This issue,
along with a dangerous ground level bridge where accidents frequently occur during

the rainy season, remains unaddressed.

There is a nearby direct route from Vadavalli to Karamadai through
Karupparayan Temple that is underutilized. The Sikkarampalayam Magaliyamman
Temple lacks proper transport facilities, and land prices near the quarry are low, at

around 50 lakhs per acre.

Given these challenges and the disparity in development within the same
village, it might be beneficial to consider relocating quarry operations to another
village. This change could lead to improvements in other areas and better serve the

broader community.

Therefore, | suggest to drop quarrying at this village and explore alternative
business for the betterment of public.

18.Thiru. Karthick, Vadavaili:

My name is Karthik. | had completed my twelfth standard and didn't know what to
do. The project proponent made me study in coliege. | could gain up-to 5 degrees.
Now | am working as a professor in college. | would like to express my gratitude to

the Chairman for this.
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The livelihood of nearly 50 families is improved through the income from this
quarry. Not only that, they have been providing free sports uniforms to 25
government school girls under Karamadai Panchayat Union for 21 years to improve
their education. Not only the schools but also the college students are given
incentives every year to improve the quality of their education. Thus, many students

get the chance to study in college.

Apart from the students, in all the areas under our Panchayat, they are doing
everything like drinking water facility, ‘streets, tarred roads, drainage board etc.

Thank you.
19. Thiru. Rangaraj, Kannarpalayam:

Stone Quarry has been located here since | can remember. Stone quarry is
playing a crucial role in the development work of our panchayat and for the .
general public. Therefore, there is no objection to the setting up of the stone
quarry here. Mainly they are benefiting public of Sikkarampalayam panchayat

and everyone. So, | humbly request you to grant license to this stone quarry.
20. Thiru. Janarthanan, Sikkarampalayam, 6" Ward Councillor:

| extent my greetings to all elders and mothers. | am a construction worker, and
as part of my job, | rely on gravel, Sand, M-Sand, and P-Sand. If quarry operations
are halted here, it would create significant challenges for us. Nearly 10,000
construction worker families depend on this quarry for their livelihood. Without it,

finding these essential materials would become difficult and costly.

The quarry's proximity helps keep prices reasonable and provides a crucial
resource for our community. If the quarries are to be closed, we would face
difficulties accessing these materials and maintaining affordable costs. We can't go

to farther village like Kallipatti to get material.

Therefore, | humbly request that the quarry in Sikkarampalayam remains

operational to continue supporting the many families who rely on it. Thank you. '

21.Thiru. Saravanakumar, Periyavadavalli:
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Before M/s. Sri Blue Metals came in, the government had given permission to

many quarries. In that, many irregularities have been committed. The quarries are -
not definitely mining the minerals at the. same depth as per the conditions and
permissions given by the government. They have not definitely built green belt

around the premises as committed and not have barbed wire fences as assured.

As a résult, the livelihood of Sikkarafnpalayam ‘Panchayat has been greatly

affected. Not only that, the livelihood of the farmers and the ground water level have

been greatly affected. Tell me now, to what depth they extracted minerals from the
quarry. How much mineral resources have been looted? After examining that,

necessary penalty should be imposed on them after considering whether they_have‘
caused loss of revenue. Action should also be taken against the officialsiwhov

-\

supported it. Apart from that, | would like to state that henceforth permission should

not be given to any stone quarries in Sikkarampalayam Panchayat,

District Environmental Engineer:

Thank you everyone. Thank you all for your participation. 'Petitions submitted

by the public will be fo‘rwarded to the State Leyel Environment Impact Assessmént '

Authority‘along with the meeting proceedings.

On behalf of the District Administration and the Pollution Control Board, |
would like to extend our gratitude to the environmentalists and the general public for

sharing their views during this public consultation. We also appreciate the suppbrt of

the District Revenue Officer in convening this meeting, as well as the asSistanCe'Of
the police department, all participating officers, journalists, and Pollution Control

Board officials.
Thank you once again.

Annexure:- :
No. of Petitions — 45 Nos.

A

N\
District Environmen@‘ls%’ngineer(FAC), ~ District ReVenue Officer/
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Stamps,

Coimbatore North . Coimbatore District
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