Minutes of the Public Hearing held on 23.10.2024 at 11.00 a.m at N.A.P. Mahal,
Nadu Palli_Street, Ayanqudi, Kattumannarkoll Taluk, Cuddalore District with
respect to the Project of “Construction of Barrage with head sluices across the
River Coleroon (12 km downstream of Lower Anicut[ at RD 74/3 Mile in Adhanur
Village, Kattumannarkoil Taluk Cuddalore District with Cultural Command Area -
6601 Ha (53 Nos.Vlllages) and Kumara Mangalam Village, Mayiladdthrurai Taluk &
District with Cultural Command Area - 2558 Ha (35 Nos.Villages) with total
Cultural Command Area - 9159 Ha (<10,000 Ha) for Ayacut development through

North and South Rajan canals.”

Presents:-

1. Thiru. M. Rajasekaran - District Revenue Officer,
Cuddalore District.

2. Selvi. Rashmi Rani ‘ - Sub Collector, ‘Chidambaram,
Cuddalore District.

3. Tmt. G. Gajalakshmi , - District Environmental Engineer ,-
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Cuddalore. e s

4. Public Participation “and  other

* (Copy of Attendance enclosed) '
Government Officials Annexure-1 - B

—-000—-

The Public hearing was started by 11.00 a.m and the District Environmental
Engineer, VTNPCB, Cuddalore welcomed the District Revenue Officer, Cuddaldre,
District, Sub Collector, Chidambaram, Cuddalore District, Government Oﬁcials and the
General public. The reason for conducting the public hearing was briefed and the publi(}:‘
were requested to give their views/comments on the project either in writing or oral,‘ oné
by one by mentioning their name and place after the project details were explaihed by
the project proponent. The project consultant explained the projécfde’tails 1through
power point presentation. o o

After the presentation, the public represented their views / comments which are
as follows: S Y IR L e e
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1. Mr. Jayaraman, Adhanur

The Residents of Adhanur village are not benefitted by the construction of this
Barrage. There is no proper imrigation and drainage facility in this area. Ptoper‘



compensation has not been provided to the lands affected due to construction of this
project. Water from.River Coleroon is being pumped and utilized for combined water
supply scheme. Also, Sand mining is planned in this project area. He requested to
ensure proper planning considering everything into account. . '

2. Mr. C. Elangovan, Ayangudi.

He stated that the materials used in this construction of the barrage are of good
quality and the standard of construction is good as like construction of Residential
building. ‘

3. Mr. Mahendran, Keezhapuliyampattu

When an ordinance is issued by the government and a meeting is conve}ned, it
should be conducted in a way that is easily understood by all. Not everyone is literate.
He also stated that, even if he is a graduate, his medium of learning may be Tamil, so
he may not be able to understand the meaning of some English words. In this regard,
he inquired about the efforts taken to educate common public about this project and
also the benefits received by the surrounding villages, from this project, should have
been explained clearly. If it has been done, more than 200 public would have come here

and expressed their opinion in support of the government.

He stated that we have conducted several protest to bring this project, but the
government has made disappointment in such a way that, we are forced to think what is

the necessity of this project to come now.

Moreover, during land acquisition, we helped the government by bringing the
land owners who were unable to attend the registration. Inspite of that, compensation
have hot been provided to the land owners yet. '

Even though the previous owner of the land, who sold it unofficially due to his
family circumstances, appeared in person and confronted regarding the sale of that land
to the concerned Tahsildar and other officials to pay the compensation, but the ofﬁcialsf‘
said that compensation can only be provided to those, under whose name the land is
registered. He said that the above action is a way of deceiving them.

He said that the government established a committee who assessed the land,
surveyed and offered land compensation of Rs.800/- per’cent."Unsatisﬁed by the public
for compensation fixed by the committee, Complaint was given to the revenue officials
several times. However, Instead of providing fair compensation, the ofﬂcials. suggested
to giVe them an alternative land in return. He concluded his remarks by urging

immediate action to pay the owed compensation.



4. Mr. Jaganathan, Eyyalur -

He requested that this project should-be carried out In such a way that no one
raises complamts The sand collected during construction of thrs barrage should be
utilised for strengthening of the banks and requested to desrlt the canals. With the
already existing check dam, we received water for agncultural purpose. But now, that

check dam is not available. So requesting to execute the project without any problem to
pubhc '

5. Mr. Chinnasami, Adhanur,

We are very happy that this barrage project is coming up in our area; We have
fought a lot for this project and it is currently under progress. We demanded for our land
to be surveyed and to be paid for it, but the land has not been surveyed for more than a
month. In the meanwhile, they asked the government to cut down all the trees and
plants from our lands. We have cut down even small trees. And all the ‘Iands within the
river basin have now been converted into ‘marapattas' l own 35 cents of land and Rs.
123433/- was given as compensation for those 35 cents Now, what do we do wrth that
amount. So, he requested for fair compensation to them.

He also requested that a shutter should be constructed across the Rajan canal
s0 as to supply water for irrigation. ' ‘

&MrfDharmal‘ir_rqam.-Kaniankollai-vlIiaq_e‘

This barr_age project_in our area is being constructed after several protests. This
project is a boon to our region. We are very happy that this project is coming up.: There
is no other way but to build this barrage, to prevent sea water intrusion. Due to
construction of this barrage, there would be an increase in the Ground water level and
this will lead to increase in number of agricultural lands. So,-this project is highly
appreciated. |

7. Mr. Thangarasu, Kondairupypu ‘

Implementation of this Barrage project will boost agriculture in our area. It helps
a lot in water retention and so we are very happy He stated that a canal passes through
their village and that canal was used for irrigation m Adhanur vrllage |n the early days.
But now, some people are askrng 1o block the canal Because of this, 40 acres of land in

our village is about to dry. So he asked the officials to mspect the area and help him by
providing sufficient water to that area. , :

8. Mr. Manavai Maran, Adhanur | RS G s

This barrage has been constructed acroas Coleeroon nver between Adhanur
and Kumaramanga!am village. Lower Anlcut Dam was burlt by Sir Arthur Cotton



Emperor Karikala Cholan ‘bullt Kallanal dam. About 2000 years ago, Dams were
constructed by British engineers with lime mortar and without any steel and cement.
Every year, in the months of October, November and December, fresh water from river
reaches sea, without any use. Therefore, he requested to create many projects like this
to help people and to develop agricultute. ' -

9. Mr. Mohammad Ishad, Ayanqudi

| believe that this gathering is about ‘Weather the project creates adverse
environmental effect or not. This project will help in prevention of sea water. intrusion
and ground water contamination. The Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board should have
clearly explained that this project help to prevent sea water intrusion. Alse, the project
will help in establishing combined water supply scheme that will benefit the surrounding
villages. Eventhough, this project is of great benefits, he requested that the government
should fix all restrains that occur during execution of this project. He also added that the
officials should announce the list of villages that would be benefitted from the combined
water supply scheme and requested to provide proper drainage facilities to pre\)ent rain
water entering the nearby villages. He concluded stating that the public would not
oppose this project, if proper compensation is being given to them.

10. Mr. Mahendran, Keezhapulivampattu

Although it is true that the project will brmg enormous benet” ts, the farmers who
have given land for the project are suffering since they have not been given the proper
compensation. During the previous regime, the compensation amount was allotted to
the farmers who had given their land and the said money is in the office of
Chidambaram sub collector. Therefore, he requested that proper assessment should be
made and fair compensation should be provided to the land owners. At least 3 or 5
people had been called for discussion every month, this problem would have been
solved within this 5 years. But this has not hakppened till date. So, the project being good
or bad, we will continue to raise our voice regarding the compensation, till fair
compensation is given to the affected people, irrespective of the actiontakenﬂag'ainst us‘
by officials. ‘ '

He requested that both the banks should be well mamtatned Durmg excesswev
water storage, If the embankment breaks, their vnllage w1ll be affected So he requested
that the embankment should be strengthened and also added that the vulage roads
should be paved properly

11. Mr. Jayaraman, Adhanur.

P T h,au'n\
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Someone said that | am ot allowing them to walk on my pathway Refusmg
that, he asked if it was him who blocked the path or is it being blocked by the revenue



department? He also requested that it should be explained In front of the District
Collector.

12. Mr. Thirumurugan, Eyyalur '

At present, there is no checkdam, the rainwater enters into the sea. Similarly, if
another dam is bullt next to the village of Khilaeyyalur, rainwater will be prevented from
entering into the sea. Right now , water Is avallable at a depth of 14 feet in Eyyalur
village. But this is not possible in other villages. So if the water s stored with the help of
a checkdam, then it will lead to rise in ground water level. Therefore, if another barrage

is constructed in the Coleroon River, there will be no }need to part water from other
states.

13. Mr. Abdum Samad, Ayanqudi

He said that he is thankful to the government for helping to increase the water
supply through the dam located -here. He also requested to give importance to
agriculture by utilizing the water accumulated in the dam in a proper manner. He said
that this dam should be used to prevent water from flowing .into the sea during the
heavy rains that fall in November and December. He also requested that the checkdam -
should be buiit so that the public would ot be afraid by strengthening the two banks
where the water accumulates. He requested to collect as much water as possible and
ensure that the farmers get water in the initial period. He said that there was a delay
occurred in getting thé first phase of water to the farmers: o

There has been good rain this year. But most of the time there is difficulty in getting
water when doing direct sowing in samba cultivation during rainless seascns. At that
time, the water available in this dam should be duverted through the Vadakku Rajan
canal and given to the fanners to benef t them he sa|d

Also, he requested that the water stored in this barrage will increase the ground
water level by providing more bore wells on the river bund sides and do the benefiting
activity in future.

14. Mr. Mohammad Harib, Ayanqudi

He said that there are 30 houses in this area where he is residing and kthe elderly
people living in that area were unable to reach the hospltal due to the water stagnatlon
eﬁﬂaefeaddurlmmn!_my season, 0 the road sheuldbeupnrnded

15. Mr. Agri K. Pagsumal Valavan, Kuchlpalayam, Liberation Tigers Party

The project was developed several years ago and has been shelved. Since then
many protests, such as holsting of black flags have been held in about 27 villages on
Republic Day and Independence Day. As a result, now this scheme has been



implemented. So the construction of this barrage project is a great boon for us. Due to
this project, ground water level will increase in this area. Earlier bore wells were located
at very few places. But now a days bore wells are available everywhere. On one side,
we are selling water, on other side Several lakh liters of water is being sucked by

combined water supply scheme through Tamil nadu water supply and Drainage Board
between Achalpuram and Eyyalur.

Hence the ground water level is decreasing. Due to lowering of ground water
table, sea water intrusion taking place. Due to this Agriculture is greatly affected.
Therefore, in order to protect the agricultural land and ensure that the groundwater is
not affected, the govemnment is implementing this huge project at a cost of 410 crores.

So, this project is to protect the livelihood of the people living in this area. Even
though the govemment announced the appropriate compensation amount for the
farmers who lost their land due to this project, the money did not reach the farmers
properly. Despite various talks regarding this, the compensation has not been paid till
date. Therefore compensation should be paid immediately. What is the livelihood of the
farmers who willingly gave the agricultural land?. Farmers were working and living on
the land they gave the land. Now, we have snatched the occupation of the farmers
since they have given that land for the project Therefore, he requested that the amount
due to the farmers should be provided immediately without any delay.

This Public hearing is very necessary. Officials should convey right messages in a
way that the farmers can understand. Merits and demerits of this project should be
explained in this Public hearing meeting.

Everyone knows the benefits of this scheme. Ground water level is decreasing.
The government has taken steps to protect it But, equal importance should be given for
providing compensation to the farmers who have provided Land, in due time. He said
that the livelihood of the land giver, the livelihood of their heirs, education and
everything depends on this compensation amount Finally , he concluded that wherever
sand mining and desilting works are being carried out, it would be better, not to harm
the farmers in course of action.

Finally, District Environmental Engineer, Cuddalore has informed that all the
views of the Public is recorded and will be sent to Tamil Nadu Government State Level
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority through TNPCB, Corporate Office,
Chennai and the meeting came to an end.

‘ %“;‘:rf \wlos
Dist:% Eﬁr’;réﬁ f, District Reve 3 Officer,

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Cuddalore.
Cuddalore.
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