;RMINUTES OF THE PUBIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED ON 29.10.2024 AT
01.00 P.M AT THIRUCHITRAMBALAM VILLAGE, MAYILADUTHURAI DISTRICT
FOR OBTAINING THE EVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE (UNDER VIOLATION)
FROM THE STATE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESMENT AUTHORITY SEIAA-
TN FOR PROPOSED IRRIGATION PROJECT BY “CONSTRUCTION OF
BARRAGE WITH HEAD SLUICES ACROSS THE RIVER COLEROON (12 KM
DOWNSTREAM OF LOWER ANICUT) AT RD 74/3 MILE FROM
KUMARAMANGALAM VILLAGE OF MAYILADUTHURAI TALUK & DISTRICT TO
ADHANUR VILLAGE OF KATTUMANNARKOIL TALUK, CUDDALORE DISTRICT”.

Name of the Project : Proposed Irrigation Project by Construction of Barrage with
Head Sluices across the River Coleroon (12 km
Downstream of Lower Anicut) at RD 74/3 Mile from
Kumaramangalam Village of Mayiladuthurai Taluk & District
to Adhanur Village of Kattumannarkoil Taluk, Cuddalore
District.

Venue : Saravana Mahal, Thiruchitrambalam, Mayiladuthurai Taluk
and Mayiladuthurai District — 609 204.

Date & Time : 29.10.2024 at 1.00 P.M.
Presents:

1. Thiru. A.P. Mahabharathi., IAS District Collector,
| Mayiladuthurai

2. Er. V. Thamil Oli., | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Nagapattinam

3. R. Vishnu Priya., Revenue Divisional Officer
Mayiladuthurai Division.
Mayiladuthurai District.

3. Er. C. Vijaya Kumar., Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Nagapattinam



4, Er. M. Arun Prasath., Assistant Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Nagapattinam

5. Mr. M. Abdul Nissar Functional Area Expert,
Aadhi Boomi Mining and Enviro Tech (P)
Ltd, Salem |
6. Er. P. Balamurugan., The Executive Engineer,

Water Resource Department,
Special Project Division,
Kumbakonam

7. Public and Environmentalists 89 Persons (List Enclosed)
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At the outset The District Environmental Engineer (DEE), Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Nagapattinam has delivered the welcome address to the District
Collector, Mayiladuthurai, Government Officials, General Public and NGO’s/
Environmentalist for the Public Hearing Meeting for obtaining the Environmental
Clearance (Under Violation) for the Construction of Barrage with Head Sluices
across the River Coleroon (12 km Downstream of Lower Anicut) at RD 74/3 Mile
in Adhanur Village of Kattumannarkoil Taluk, Cuddalore District with Cultural
Command Area 6601 Ha (53Nos. Villages) and Kumaramangalam Village of
Mayiladuthurai Taluk & District with Cultural Command Area 2558 Ha (35Nos.
Villages) with total Cultural Command Area 9159 Ha for Ayacut development
through North and South Rajan Canals and informed the necessity of conducting
the public hearing and briefed about the project that the irrigation project attracts
Environmental Impact Assessment Notification 2006, as amended under the, “B1”
category. Furthermore, the DEE, TNPCB, Nagapattinam informed that Terms of
Reference (under violation) have been issued by the SEIAA-TN vide letter Dated:
23.03.2023 to prepare the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report including
the Ecological Damage Assessment, Remediation Plan, Natural and Community
Resource Augmentation Plan along with Public Hearing. (as per MoEF & CC
O. M Dated: 12.11.2020)



The District Environmental Engineer has informed that the details of the
proposed project and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) study conducted by
the EIA consultant will be explained through a PowerPoint presentation by the project
proponent/EIA consultant. Furthermore, the DEE stated that after the presentation, the
~ public can express their views, suggestions, and comments on the project, either
verbally or in writing, one by one. Additionally, District Environmental Engineer
informed that the opinion and suggestions of the public and environmentalists will be
recorded and forwarded to the SEIAA-TN.

The District Collector requested the project proponent to explain about the
project and the EIA study conducted by them to the public in detail.

The representative of Project Proponent explained the summary of the project
‘behalf of the project proponent Er. P. Balamurugan, the executive Engineer, Water
Resource Department, Kumbakonam and explained about the project with help of
poWer point presentation.

The District Collector, Mayiladuthurai has invited the public to present their
views, suggestions, comments regarding above said proposal/project in a detailed and

organized manner.

The following views are represented by the public

1. Mr.Sivasingaram,Thiruchitrambalam

e He expressed his support for this project and he stated that village road beside
the River Coleroon was fully damaged due to the construction of this barrage;
therefore we need to approach some other roads therefore swe couldn’t reach
nearby villages, schools, and hospitals easily. Hence Government shall repair
and widening the existing village road beside the River Coleroon immediately.

¢ He also stated that transportation facility of that village should be enhanced by
the Government to approach nearby villages, hospitals easily.

2. Mr.Tholkappiyan, Manalmedu

e He expressed his support for this project and he stated that because of this
project Paapakudi, Mudikandanur, Manalmedu and many villages will be
benefitted.



He explained that due to this irrigation project water will be stored and diverteu
to canals and these canals don’'t have enough slope. Hence he requested to
provide enough slope in canals to reach the water from canal to field channels.

Also he requested that sluice gate should be provided in each entry of field
channels throughout the canal to prevent the overflow of water from field

chanhelé to irrigation field.

3. Mr.Mathivanan,Thiruchitrambalam

He said that the people of nearby villages struggled more for bringing of this
irrigation project in this area. So he welcomed the project much.

He requested to enhance the cultural command area by including
Kumaramangalam Village also and he stated that during storage of water by
means of barrage structure nearby cremation ‘ground will be completely
drowned. Hence he requested to the uplift the cremation ground which is
located at nearby River Coleroon and also requested to widen the village road

and enhancement of transport facility to reach nearby villages easily.

4. Mr.Thirumavalan, Kumaramangalam

He welcomed the project due to usage of many farmers from nearby villages
and he stated that many times nearby villages were affected by flood during
rainy season and now due to storage of high quantity of water using barrage
structure, chances for occurring flood will be increased during rainy season and
hence he requested to construct the retaining wall or embankment in both side
of the river bank at least up to 500m distance from the barrage structure.

He also requested the enhancement of the transport facilty to reach

kumaramangalam and other villages easily.

5. Tmt. Kannagi Mathavan, Thiruchitrambalam Village

She also welcomed the project and stated that due to storage of high quantity
of water using barrage structure, chances for occurring flood will be increased
during rainy season hence she requested to construct the retaining wall in both
side of the river bank and also requested to prov'ide sufficient transport facility

to reach nearby villages easily.



6. Mr.Subash, Kumaramangalam

He said that Thiruchitrambalam and kumaramangalam and nearby village
people doesn’t know about usage of this project.
He continued that Thiruchitrambalam and Kumaramangalam and nearby village
people doesn't know about where water will be diverted and how these water
will be delivered to farmers for irrigation purpose.
Hence he requested to explain the blue print of the project also he requested

the good road facility in Thiyakaraya Street and Kumaramangalam areas.

7.Thiru. Veeramani, Sipuliyur

He said that many problems will be occurred due to construction of this
irrigation project and he requested to construct embankments in both of the
river banks.

He stated that in monsoon seasons, flood will be occurred through drainage
channel. Hence he requested to construct a retaining wall in parallel to the
drainage channel.

He stated that all roads are fully damaged due to movement of heavy vehicles
for loading and unloading of materials during construction of the barrage
structure. Hence he requested to construct the new roads from project area to
kadalankudi village.

He stated that excavated soil from River Coleroon was deposited by PWD
along the river banks and during rain these soil will be eroded and spread
throughout the area. Hence he requested to reclaim the project area

immediately.

8. Thiru.Murugan, Kumaramangalam

He said that previously river water was diverted from Anaikarai Barrage to
Rajan canal and this water was utilized by people in nearby villages for
irrigation. Now, as a new drainage channel is being constructed on the right
side of Rajan canal, farmers in nearby villages may get access only to the water
in drainage channel which will not be sufficient for irrigation.

Hence he requested that Government may give necessary access to the

farmers to draw water directly from Rajan canal.



He said that all roads are completely damaged and accessibility for other |
villages is interrupted. Hence he requested to provide new roads and

enhancement of transport facility.

9. Thiru. Sathesh, Kumaramangalam

He said that Rajan canal travels across Thiyakaraya Nagar, Kumaramangalam
west and Kumaramangalam east and nearby village people could avail the
water from drainage channel only and cannot directly avail Rajan Canal water.
He said that road is available up to kumaramangalam west and due to this
project kumaramangalam west and kumaramangalam east is completely
separated by Rajan canal. Hence he needed the access road from
kumaramangalam west to kumaramangalam east across the rajan canal.
Kumaramangalam west to Thiyakaraya Street road is fully affected by this
project therefore he requested the good road facility in Thiyakaraya Street and
Kumaramangalam areas and requested to construct embankments/Retaining

Walls in both of the river banks.

10. Thiru. PremKumar, Thiruchitrambalam

He said that employment opportunity in this irrigation projé”cféhould be given to
the nearby village people and requested periodic desilting of Rajan and
drainage canals without fail.

He requested to provide good road facility in Thiruchitrambalam village areas

for school children and general public.

11. Thiru. Anand Raj, Kumaramangalam East

He said that entire village access road is completely affected because of this
project hence he requested the new developed roads.
He requested to provide surplus drinking water facility and sufficient public

transport facility to these villages.

12. Thiru. Pakkiri Saamy, Kumaramangalam

He requested to provide drinking water and road facility to all the villages near

the project area.



| Village People have not expressed their opinion in writing.

Thereafter no views/comments were raised by the people.

The District Environmental Engineer, TNPCB, Naqapattinam.

Finally the DEE, TNPCB, Nagapattinam summarized the views, suggestions
and responses of the public about the project and also informed that the said views,
suggestions and responses of the public are recorded through videography and the
same will be sent to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, Tamilnadu
through TNPCB Corporate Office, Chennai along with ‘the written representation

received from the Public. With this the meeting came to an end.

ot

District %QK eiftsMEhgineer, District Collector,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, - Mayiladuthurai.
Nagapattinam.

Enclosures:
1. Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily Newspaper Tamil &
English dated 25.09.2024) for notifying the public hearing meeting.
Attendance sheet at the public hearing.
Audio & Video stored in the Pen drive of the public hearing proceedings.

Photograph Album of the public hearing proceedings.
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Executive Summary of EIA Report in Tamil & English.
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