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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED ON 28.08.2024 AT

11.00 AM AT CHOLIYA VELLALAR URAVIN MURAIKKU
PATHIAPPATTA ANNATHANA MANDAPAM, BALASUBRAMANIYAR
KOVIL VALAAGAM, THUMALAPATTI, NILAKOTTAL DINDIGUL FOR
THE PROPOSED COMMON BIO-MEDICAL WASTE TREATMENT
FACILITY-19 TPD (6835 TPA) OF M/S DINDIGUL WASTE
MANAGEMENT PVT. LTD., AT SURVEY NO: 133/1A2 AND 154/11,
NOOTHULAPURAM VILLAGE, TALUK - NILAKOTTAI, DISTRICT-
DINDIGUL.THIS PROPOSED PROJECT IS SUBJECT TO OBTAINING
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM THE TAMIL NADU STATE
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY

Participants:
1. | Thiru.R. SAKTHIVEL : | The Revenue Divisional Officer,
Dindigul District
2. | Dr.R.GUNASEKARAN : | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Dindigul District
3. | Thiru.T.DHANUSHKODI : | Tahsildar,
Dindigul District
4. | Thirumathi. ANITHA : | Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution control Board,
Dindigul District
5. | Thirumathi.P.VIJAYALAKSHMI : | Director
' M/S.Dindigul Waste Management Pvt. Ltd
6. | Thiru GMUTHUKUMARAN : | EIA Consultant,
M/s. Perfact EnviroSolutions Pvt.Ltd,
New Detlhi
7. | Public _ : | Nos. (List enclosed as Annexure)
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The Revenue Divisional Officer, Dindigul District, presided over the public hearing
regarding the proposal submitted by M/S.Dindigul Waste Management Private Limited.
The company propose to establish a “Common Biomedical Waste Treatment Facility with a
Capacity of 19TPD (6835 TPA)” on a 0.7165 hectare (1.77 acres) plot of land, survey
numbers 133/1A2 and 154/11, located in Noothulapuram village, Nilakottai Taluk,
Dindigul District. This public hearing was conducted to obtain environmental clearance

from the Tamil Nadu State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Dindigul
District welcomed the Dindigul District Revenue Divisional Officer, Nilakottai Taluk
Tahsildar , Police Departmental officials, Media, Social & Environmental activists and all
the general public who have attended the Public Hearing for the proposed facility for
Common Bio-Medical Waste Treatment Facility - 19 TPD (6835 TPA) at Survey No:
133/1A2 and 154/11 Noothulapuram Village, Taluk - Nilakottai, District- Dindigul, State-
Tamil Nadu . He explained about the requirement of an Environmental Clearance (EC)
under Category: Bl for Schedule Activity 7d(a) of EIA Notification 2006 to be obtained
from the Tamil Nadu State Level Environmental Impact Assessment Authority for the
proposed project. He added that the public notice informing about conducting of Public
Hearing was published in Tamil and English dailies, such as, “Dinakaran” and “New Indian
Express” dated 04.07.2024. He also added that in addition to these notification, special
notices were displayed at Panchayat Office, Taluk office and other Government offices in
the area. A week before conducting the Public Hearing, pamphlet were distributed,
announcement were made through mic and speaker mounted vehicle in all surrounding
villages. He announced that on behalf of the project proponent, the proponent's EIA
consultant will make presentation about the project and after the power point presentation

the public can express their views.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Dindigul
District also stated that the meeting is fully video & audio recorded from beginning to end
and all views of the public will be sent to the Tamil Nadu State Level Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority along with the minutes of the meeting for decision making.
He added that this meeting is only to record and register the views of all public and no

decision will be taken here. He also stated that the public who are willing to represent their
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view in writing can also submit the petitions to the Revenue Divisional Officer at the end of
the meeting and the same will also be added to minutes of meeting of Public Hearing and

forwarded to the Tamil Nadu State Level Environmental Impact Assessment Authority.

The Revenue Divisional Officer addressed the public and explained the process of
conducting Public Hearing and he mentioned that everyone who have attended the meeting
today will be given equal opportunity to express their views /concerns freely. In order to

give time to all, he advised public to be short and to the point.

Thereafter, Thiru.G.Muthukumaran, EIA Consultant, M/s.Perfact Envirosolutions
Private Limited, NewDelhi, made presentation about the Proposed Common Bio-Medical
Waste Treatment Facility - 19 TPD (6835 TPA) to the public along with Environmental
Impact Assessment study results and mitigative measures in place and are going to be

implemented on account of proposed Treatment. He also presented the proposed

Environmental Management Plan and monitoring plan. He also explained the allocation of

Corporate Environmental Fund @ INR 5 Lakhs for the development of the neighboring

villages.

Following the PowerPoint presentation about the project made by the EIA consultant,
the Revenue Divisional Officer, Dindigul District informed the public to come forward
and speak in the mike expressing their views about the proposed Treatment Facilty project.

The views and the opinion of the public are given below:
Mr.Gopal from Thummalapatti Village

Hello everyone, my name is Gopal from Thummalapatti village. Burning or treating
medical waste will definitely harm the environment. Therefore, this project is not needed in
this area. There are Pollution Control Board Authorities here; how can ordinary people
know what they don't? This meeting is just for show. I am saying this beforehand that this
will cause harm. Our bodies are already affected by this. I request the Government to make

a good decision about this. Thank You.
Mrs.Indirani from S.Thummalapatti Village |

My name is Indrani. I am from S. Thummalapatti village. In our area, there are many
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Livestock like goats and cows. Sometimes, many animals die. These dead animals should
also be properly handled in this treatment center. This will be very beneficial to the people
of this area. It will create more job opportunities for most people. So, I welcome this

facility, Thank you.
Mr.Jayamanikandan from S.Thummalapatti Village

My name is Jayamanikandan from S.Thummalapatti village. This district is already
underdeveloped and Thummalapatti in particular lacks proper water management. Given
our reliance on agriculture and livestock for our livelihood, we don't need this project. We
are speaking on behalf of Thummalapatti to say that we do not want this medical waste
treatment plant. This is because not only will the environment be affected by medical
waste, but our livestock will also be harmed, which in turn will affect humans. Therefore,

we do not need this project. Thank you.
Mr.Karupasamy from S.Thummalapatti Village

Greetings. My name is Karuppasamy from S.Thummalapattivillage. In our Tamil Nadu,
45% of medical waste is generated and this accounts for 700 tons of medical waste in India.
How is this being managed? Furthermore, medical waste from Kerala is being dumped
daily in our Tamil Nadu border areas. What actions have our authorities taken? What steps
has our Tamil Nadu Government taken? At a time when people in this area rely solely on
agriculture, establishing medical waste companies will harm the people. Moreover, the
groundwater has become unfit for drinking. Not only that, but children and the elderly are
also severely affected. In addition, agricultural land will be severely affected in the future.
For example, on the road from Dindigul to Vathalakundu, there is a Leather Factory. For
only one year now, the water has been stagnant. Before that the water used to flow freely.
What action did the authorities take for this? If you go there now, the workers in the leather
industry do not have proper safety measures and as a result, their families are affected. In
such a situation, why is a medical waste facility? Which is currently unnecessary for the
people in the Noothulapuram village people. Why it is being set up in Noothulapuram
village in Dindigul, Karur, and Salem districts, why is it not being set up there? People can

set up their companies 50 kilometers away. This is very harmful to the people.
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Now, if the authorities ask the people personally, they will say that they don't know
because they are illiterate. Now, they displayed that they have distributed the Pamphlet to
the village people. To whom did you give the notice? If you gave it only for 4 shops, is it
enough? What about the people in the Village people? Why didn't you go and give it to
Village people? I don't know the reason for that. Through this, the authorities should take
understandable action. Such a company is not needed for these people here. Now they said
that they will make ten trips a day on this road. These 10 trips will come and go regularly.
For one day trip comes and goes, it for three times. If you put it as by 2, this vehicle comes
and goes 30 times. But if this company starts, it will come and go even 60 times. If you go
and complain to the Authority, they will say that you should have told this earlier. This is a
true fact because these people rely solely on agriculture. They do not rely on other small
businesses or anything else. The village leaders do not fully know the situation in each
village. Now, when you ask the people here why you came, they don't know because that's
what they have been told to say. I went through this realistically, and only fhen did I
realize. I’'m a person with little education, realize this now only, how will the illiterate
people know? Because of this, we don't get water, we can't use water properly and people
are very affected. Children are also affected. The authorities should immediately cancel the
project. Otherwise, this will become a people's protest in front of the District Collector.

Thank you.

Mr.Kumaresan from Michael Palayam

My name is Kumarasémy and I come from a village called Michaelpalayam, which is
located in Nilakottai to Sempatty Road. I come from a farming family. All five people in
our household are involved in farming, but we don't have a sufficient income from farming.
We have often asked the central and state Government for employment opportunities.
Whatever jobs they suggest, for example, now that it's raining, people are gettihg fever and
going to hospitals where they get injections and glucose. How do they clean the used
needles and other waste? Do they separate and reprocess them or do they dispose of them
by burning them? That is harmful to farmers. The temperature of our Mother Earth is
escalating at an alarming rate, similar to the intense heat produced by fires. Healthcare is
indispensable and the waste generated from contemporary lifestyles and economic

conditions requires careful management. Detailed guidelines have been presented on the
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categorization and processing of different types of waste. As times change, it is crucial to
refine our waste management processes. Earlier, we had simple cell phones, but now we

have digital ones. If everything is harmful, then everything is harmful.
(There was a small commeotion)

District Environmental Engineer, Addressed the public in the Arena, Please remain
quiet, everyone. Please remain quiet. He has the right to speak, so let him speak. Please be

seated. Please be seated.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Addressing the public in the Arena, Please be quiet. This
meeting is not to implement the project; it's solely to hear your opinions. If this project
eventually comes here, you can protest or do whatever you want. Right now, this is just the
public hearing. Everyone here can only express their opinions. We will consider all your
opinions and the Government will make a decision based on the majority. Remember that
they have only applied for this project; it's not going to be implemented immediately. This

is just a public hearing to gather your opinions. Please be quiet.
Mr.Suresh Kumar (Advocate) from S. Thummalapatti Village

That's right, sir. This is the public hearing. People from Noothulapuram village should be
allowed to express their 6pini0ns. This is our condition. If this factory comes to
Noothulapuram, it is Thummalapatti village that will be affected. People from
Michaelpalayam will come here to Work and then leave. But it is Noothulapuram village
that will suffer the consequences. This is because we depend on our livestock like goats and
cows for our livelihood. That's why we don't want this project. If people from
Michaelpalayam want this project, the majority of people in Noothulapuram village are
against it. We will not accept the demands of people from Michaelpalayam. Let the people
of Noothulapuram speak up if they want it. We say that the company people have brought
people from Michaelpalayam here. Noothulapuram is made up of 9 villages. Let the people
who live in these villages express their opinions. People from other areas should not be

allowed to speak here.
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Mr.K.Marimuthu from S.Thummalapatti Village

This is the path through which the water from Kamarajar Dam flows. It passes through the
Noothulapuram River bed. So, this factory will contaminate the water. Therefore, we don't

need this factory.
(There was a small commotion)

District Environmental Engineer, Addressing the public in the Arena, Does anyone
else wish to speak? If you have anything to say, please come forward. If anyone has written

petitions, they can submit them to the Revenue Divisional Officer.

Mr.Suresh Kumar (Advocate) from S.Thummalapatti Village

Please be quiet, everyone. Let's first raise awareness among the people. The authorities
should explain the negative impacts of this project on the people and the districts that will
be affected before asking for public opinion. They should inform us about the diseases that
could arise from this medical waste and how the nearby villages will be affected. A similar
incident happened in Virudhunagar, where the people are now under a stay order. The High
Court allowed the factory to open, but most of the people there are now affected by
diseases. The waste is burned and the smoke is released through a pipe. This pollutes both
water and air. We are farmers and our agriculture will be affected. We don't know what
kind of impact this will have on us because we are uneducated. Government officials
should explain the project in detail, highlighting both the losses and benefits. Only after
they explain how they will purify the waste and transport it to the factory should we

express our opinions. Thank you."

District Environmental Engineer, Addressing the public in the Arena that the Female

participants are invited to contribute their perspectives.
(No one has shown up)

'Revenue Divisional Officer, Addressing the public in the Arena Please be quiet. As 1
mentioned earlier, an application has merely been submitted for this project. It has not yet

been approved or brought to your village. We are here to inquire about your preference
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regarding this project and the potential impacts it may have. Your opinions will be
conveyed to the Government. Therefore, please express your views clearly. The project will
not be implemented immediately. Please allow those who wish to speak to finish their

statements
Mr.K.Marimuthu from Thummalapatti Village

The people of Noothulapuram village use the water that comes from the Kamarajar Dam
via Sengattampatti for irrigation. If this water becomes polluted tomorrow, the people of

Noothulapuram village will be severely affected. Nearby, in Sempatty village, a small flour

mill was started. Now, it has grown significantly. It is located near the National Highway, -

and many accidents have occurred due to this, but the authorities have not taken any
notice.The people of Sempatty village now have to buy drinking water for Rs. 20 per day.
Since the flour mill started, the groundwater has been completely depleted. Therefore, since
there are water bodies near this village, there is a threat of groundwater contamination and

the spread of diseases. We do not need this factory.

Mr.Venkatesh , Environmentalist :

Respected Sir/Madam, Good morning, my name is Venkatesh. I am an environmental
enthusiast. This project, directly or indirectly, provides 90% of employment opportunities.
Priority should be given to local people in these opportunities. Secondly, native tree species
should be planted extensively to control pollution. Planting these trees will reduce both
environmental and noise pollution. Furthermore, local groups or members should be

empowered to resolve issues. Thank you for this opportunity

With this the Revenue Divisional Officer concluded that public hearing is completed.
Accordingly District Environmental Engineer conveyed it in the meeting that Public
hearing is completed and now the floor is open if anyone wishes to handover written
opinions to hand it over to the Revenue Divisional Officer. 10 people asked the permission
and submitted their written opinion to Revenue Divisional Officer. He received the written
opinions one by one with video recording of the same. District Environmental Engineer
also informed people that they can send their representations through mail or through post

on the shared mailing address and E-Mail ID.
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Finally the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Dindigul District informed that written petitions have been received and they will be sent to
the Tamil Nadu State Level Environmental Impact Assessment Authority. He thanked

everyone who attended this public hearing.

He also said that the Public hearing has been concluded. 10 written petitions received
from the public during the public hearing regarding the proposed Common Bio-Medical

Waste Treatment Facility project is attached herewith.

Furthermore, petitions have been received from the public in the office of the District
Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Dindigul District either in
writing or through E-mail regarding the setting up of the proposed Common Bio-Medical
Waste Treatment Facility project at Noothalpuram Village, Dindigul District are attached

herewith.

The list of participants in the above public hearing and the video CD, video, sound
recording and photographs of the proceedings of the meeting are attached herewith. Also,

few petitions were received on the platform are also attached.

The Proceedings of the Public Hearing and the Petitions received are enclosed herewith.
Also, the representations/E-mail written letters received from the public regarding the
proposed Treatment Facility at District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution

Control Board, Dindigul District.

P
~ »‘O\V\
Revenud/Dhvisional Officer,

Dindigul
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