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Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting of M/s. E. Dhanapal Multi Coloured Granite
Quarry located at SF.No. 74/3A1A, 74/3A1B, 74/3A2, 74/3B, 75/1A,75/2A1, 75/2A2,
75/2B, 75/3B, 75/3D & 74/2, Veeriyampalayam Village, Krishnarayapuram Taluk,
Karur District over an extent of 4.89.0 Hectares held on 28.08.2024 at 11.00 A.M in

Shri Pambalamman Mahal, Mahi Complex, Lakshmanampatti, Krishnarayapuram

Taluk, Karur District.

Participants
1. Tmt. M. Dhanalakshmi,

Revenue Divisional Officer,
Kulithalai Taluk,
Karur District.

2. Er. V. Jayakumar,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Karur District.

3. Participants — As per List.

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer in his welcome address on behalf of the
District Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board welcomed all the
participant to attend the Public Hearing. Also, M/s. E. Dhanapal Multi Coloured Granite
Quarry has applied to conduct a Public hearing regarding the quarrying. According to
the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 2006 order, Public Hearing meeting
of Public Hearing opinion for the above project has been made mandatory. So the
Public Hearing meeting is being held on today's date. In this regard, an advertisement
has already been made in Dinakaran on 11.07.2024 and The Times of India on
11.07.2024 in Tamil and English Newspapers and the copies of the Environmental

Impact Assessment Report related to this project were placed for Public Hearing views
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at the District Collector's Office, District Industrial Centre and Panchayat Union Office a
month ago. He also informed that the Public Hearing announcement about the meeting
was made through loudspeaker, leaflets and posters on 24.08.2024 in
Veeriyampalayam and surrounding villages. He also informed that the summary report
in Tamil and English related to the said project has also been uploaded on the website
of Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board for Public Hearing viewing. Then the Revenue
Divisional Officer asked him to preside over the meeting.

Revenue Divisional Officer:

The Revenue Divisional Officer, who presided over the address, welcomed the
audience to the Public Hearing. She has informed that Public Hearing meeting for
M/s. E. Dhanapal Multi Coloured Granite Quarry is being conducted as per government
guidelines. She also said that the information related to the project has already been
uploaded on the websites. She then asked the general Public Hearing to express their
views clearly and concisely without any hesitation. She informed that all the opinions of
the Public Hearing participating in this meeting will be sent to the government without
any discrimination. She also said that the project consultants of the company are
currently going to explain the information related to this project to you.

Project Proponent, Environmental consultant Geo Exploration and Mining

Solutions:

He said that all Departmental Government officials including Revenue Divisional
Officer and District Environmental Engineer, Press Friends, Environmentalists and
Police Officers are welcome to participate in this Public hearing meeting. He explained
the details of the proposed project as follows.

1. Details of the project site

Project Map
500 meter radius satellite photo
Satellite photograph of project site
Photograph of project site
Total Geological Resources and Total Quarry Reserves

Features surrounding the project site
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Basic environmental monitoring
9. Land Environment
10.Land use - 10 Km radius

11.Soil environment



12.Water environment

13. Topographic map showing locations where water quality has beeh studied
14.Results of water quality survey

15.Climate Land map showing locations of air quality monitoring
16.Results of air quality survey

17.Map of wind direction

18.Sound environment

19. Ground map showing locations where sound levels have been studied
20.Results of Volume Study

21.Anticipated environmental impacts and preventive measures
22.Anticipated Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures
23.Water sprinkling on roads

24.Construction of green belt development

25.Environmental Management Plan

26. Occupational Health and Safety

27.Conclusion and Benefits of the Scheme

District Environmental Engineer:

He asked the Public Hearing to register their name and address and give their

views on the project accordingly.

1. Mr. V. Ganesan, Kometteri:

He greeted everyone. | am here to participate in the hearing on behalf of the
Kometteri Village. Quarry is a necessity. As there are no jobs here, people go to Karur to
find work. This will help us. He said that it is very suitable for Kometteri village and

Ettupatti Village people.

2. Mr. Narayanasamy, Kurumbapatti:

He greeted everyone. The quarry was started in 2014 and closed in 2018 due to
environmental concerns. But all our people have gone to work abroad. Now if this
quarry comes into use, we request all those who went to work outside to come back
here and work. So this quarry is necessary. When the quarry was idle, countless people
went to work outside, about 100 people working as drivers and other jobs. Therefore, he

said that this quarry must be operated.



3. Mr. Prabhakaran, N. Puthupatti:

Greetings to all who attended the Public Hearing. They are providing
employment through this quarry. If the quarry is not working, there will be a situation of
going to work outside. Therefore, he said that this quarry should be operated, and
because this land is barren land, it is not possible to do agricultui’e. Therefore,
employment can be provided by running this quarry. Therefore, we request you to kindly

cooperate in starting this quarry.

4. Mr. K. Sanjeevi, N. Puthupatti:

He greeted everyone. If this quarry does not work, the employment will be less
for the people in the area. Therefore, we request that this quarry should be started and

employment should be provided to the public.

5. Mr. A. Thirumalai Raja, Musuri :

Greetings to all who attended the public hearing on this granite quarry. They
explained about the plan description of this quarry. There is no objection to the legality
of this matter. | say this as a lawyer. But | would like to make some comments only
about CSR Fund. | request you to allocate more of it to Government School. Because
the quality of the school is very low, our education department is giving a chance to
Private Fund. Therefore, he said, "l request you to use this kind of funds for the nearest

primary school and allocate the funds for the nearest Veeriyampalayam primary school."

6. Mr. Ganesan, Kometteri:

He greeted everyone. He said that he has no objection for this quarry.

7. Mr. M. Balaji, N. Puthupatti:

He greeted everyone. More than 100 people have gone to work outside the

district. Therefore, he said, "l request you to grant permission to this quarry."

8. Mr. N. Shanmugam, Anti-lllegal Quarry Movement, Karur:

Karur District Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board jointly
organising Krishnarayapuram Taluk, Lakshmanampatti Village, Veeriyampalayam
Survey Numbers. 74/3A1A, 74/3A1B, 74/3A2, 74/3B, 75/1A,75/2A1, 75/2A2, 75/2B,



75/3B, 75/3D & 74/2 of 4.89 hectares. First of all, we pay our respects to the District
Environmental Engineer, who is presiding over the multicolour granite quarry
consultation meeting, and the RDO, who is presiding the meeting. What we say in every
meeting is that if a quarry is set up as per rules of Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession
Rules 1959 we have no objection to that quarry. But this consultation meeting is being
held because all the quarries in Tamil Nadu are operating illegally in violation of various
regulations. What are the effects of setting up such quarries? That means there will be
impacts on land environmént, water environment, sound environment, biodiversity
environment. This consultation meeting was held on how to address these and the
project designer explained various ideas to us. Tamil Nadu Minor Minerals Act 1959
says that if this quarry is to be built, there should be no houses, dwellings, water bodies,
waterways, high power towers etc. within 300 meters radius of this quarry. But there are
many houses around the granite quarry. They themselves have given it in the revenue
department documents. They have given information that there are houses at 250 and
310 meters. Apart from that, this quarry has a lot of approved permanent homes in the
area surrounding the field numbers. They say that if there are houses within 300 meters
radius then they should not explode. They have brought these rules so that those
houses are not affected by the explosion. But if the quarry explodes during operation,
these houses will be affected. Therefore no permission can be given to this quarry. The
law states that a permit cannot be granted if there is a house. Houses are permanent
staructures, whether they are demolished from the house or ground level, it is a house,
says the revenue department document. Therefore, the basic idea is that permission
should not be given to this quarry. We have taken the location of houses nearby as per
Google Maps. Accordingly, they have shown the presence of houses on Google map
and village map. Similarly, they have shown that there is a house at 200 meters, a
house at 250 meters and a house at 235 meters. If there are so many houses then
permission for quarrying should not given in any way. Similarly, there are two villages

next to each other within a radius of 500 meters.

The village has water bodies and bore wells in the area. There are two villages
next to each other. The village has water levels, bore well and water storage tank. So
permission should not be givén for this quarry. They have shown that a high power
tower is 300 meters away from this quarry. No permission can be given for quarrying. In

various documents, Tamil Nadu states the mineral concession rules. ToR says that 45
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types of documents should be attached. Complete details of this quarry can be given
only if those documents are available. They have attached only 10, 12 types of
documents. Therefore, the hearing meeting of this quarry cannot be held. SEIAA said in
the statement. According to the mineral concession rules, only by attaching all these
documents, they say that the hearing meeting of the quarry can be held. How can we
say our opinion in the absence of documentation? Our intention is to cancel the Quarry
hearing at the outset. Complete documents are not attached. In the project brief they
say that we are building a green belt around this quarry. Green belt is not built. Nearby
people say that the already operatiohal quarry has been operating for 2-3 months. They
say that it has been operating for a long time after the approval. No permission can be
given in any way. Apart from that, there is a rule that no load of more than 10 tonnes
should go on the Panchayat tar road. Based on that rule, the whole Panchayat road has
highly damaged. They say that they are paying for the construction of roads. Gowt, only
you know how much it costs to build roads. They carry 50, 60 tons in trucks. Panchayat
roads are affected due to trucks. No permission can be given for this quarry. Apart from
the mineral concession rules, the Electricity Department says that according to Section
83 of the Indian Electricity Act, 1986, permission should not be given if High power line
goes on the side. They have given in the documents that the tower line is going. Cannot
give permission for quarrying. We have been insisting that they have not built a green
belt. They are taking action all over Tamil Nadu to plant 7 crore trees with our tax
money.

It is said that every quarry plants 500, 1000 trees to the extent of 2.5 lakh, 3 lakh.
There are more than 300 quarries operating in Karur District. Karur District will be a
good green district if trees are planted. Karur district is the district with least number of
green covers in India. Even Tiruppur District has 5 percent trees. Karur District has only
2 percent trees. Due to climate change Conditions, there has been a huge impact. Two
days ago, there was an explosion in the Aravakurichi area and the sound of the
explosion shook the houses in the area. We have told the Pollution Control Board,
Geology and Mines Department and District Revenue Officer Mr. Kannan as to what
caused it. People are in panic and temperature of Paramathi is keep on increasing due
to climate change.

We can live only if we live with nature. Otherwise we have go on the path of
destruction. For example, 1200 houses have collapsed in Wayanad. The reason is the

destruction of nature. That is why, this quarry has various violations. They have given
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only a sketch. The village administrative officer has hidden the village map in the
revenue documents. 2 people died in Villupuram district last month due to huge
explosion. 3 people died in an explosion in Palladam. Accidents are regularly caused by
this quarry. They also say that they are doing welfare for the workers. Do they pay PF,
ES| to any workers? If you see that, there is not. They are treated like daily wage
workers. There is no fencing. The biggest impact is caused by flying particles. Anemia is
caused by these particles. They say we use water to quench the chemical particles
when they come out. More than 150, 200 quarries are participating in the consultation
meeting. Only the quarries in that area would have sprinkled water when the hearing
was held. These particles cause massive damage. Respiratory distress occurs. It is said
that the time of blasting is between 1.00 pm and 2.00 pm. But there is no blasting at that
time.

They say that reeds should be blasted but there is no reed blasting. Explosives
have contracted with someone in Moolanoor. Not acting on that contract. All quarries
are blasted between 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm and 06.00 pm to 07.00 pm. Explosives are not
detonated at specific times and therefore explosion accidents are likely to occur. They
say that only reed blasts should be used. All quarries are drilled deep and blasted. They
said in the EIA report that this area is rich in agriculture and 70 percent is agriculture.
They also said in the project summary report. If the granite stones of this area are taken
away, all the water in the upland area will go into the low area there is deep quarrying.
There will be drought in this area and agriculture will be destroyed. Agriculture has been
destroyed in various areas, and because of the lack of agriculture, they have built high-
voltage wind farms. Agriculture is the most affected. You can't eat with money. Food can
only be eaten if available. If agficulture continues to perish, our next generation will
suffer. The environmental impact is enormous. People are living in hospitals, affected
since young children. These types of impacts should be minimized. It is said that if this
quarry is established, the impacts will be reduced. It doesn't seem to reduce it in any
way from what we've seen. He concluded his speech by thanking him for the

opportunity, saying that quarry should not be allowed due to various violations.

9. Mr. Raghuman, Karur:

| would like to express my gratitude to the pollution control board officer, the
RDO, the owner of this quarry, the government officials and the police officers who

participated in this consultation meeting jointly organized by the Karur District
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Administration and the Tamil Nadu pollution control board. This quarry is E. Dhanapal
located in Veeriyampalayam, | would say that permission should not be given to this
quarry through the consultation meeting. Because the ground water in the area of
Kurumbapatti and N. Puthupatti has been affected to a great extent. They reported that
70 percent of the land is under cultivation. Of the 70 percent land area, it would be
better if only 30 percent could be improved. Agriculture is important for all people. They
are running terrace gardens in America. The authorities are also one of the reasons why
in Tamil Nadu, which is rich in natural resources, quarries are being set up in certain
places and destroying agriculture. If you look at the officials document and now look at
the revenue department documents, there should be 45 types of documents. But it
contains only 15 types of documents. No other documents are provided. How can it be
taken as a complete consultation meeting? Pollution Control Board has given 1300
documents to Paramasivam, Manikandan quarry in Sulur of Coimbatore District. They
hold a proper consultation meeting. But here instead of 45 types of documents they
have given only 15 documents. There is no documentation. If you see the roads, they
are potholed. Vehicles weighing 10 tonnes should run on Panchayat roads. But here
they carry 20 tons, 50 tons. The district collector in Tirunelveli district had given a report
two days ago and what he said was that heavy vehicles with 10 ton with 10 tires will be
banned and a case will be filed against the quarries there. Similarly, the district collector
here should send a report for transporting goods in the vehicle in the prescribed
quantities and take action against the offending vehicles. Just two days ago, there was
an earthquake in Aravakurichi, as the friend said. They are investigating it. Similarly, the
earthquake is coming in K:;\rur District. There is a possibility of imminent extinction.
Permission should not be given to Dhanapal quarry through public consultation. He

concluded his speech by asking us to live with nature and not to allow this quarry.

10.Mr. Rajasekaran, Karur:

Karur District Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board are jointly
conducting a public hearing meeting‘for the proposal to Multicoloured granite quarry
from Krishnarayapuram Taluk, Veeriyampalayam Village, Plot No. 74/3A,. This is
especially so in the village panchayat gramasaha whether there is no objection to taking
granite at this place the resolution has been passed?. According to the Minor Mineral
Rules, there should be no houses, plots or agricuitural land near the this granite quarry.

If you look at it on that scale, there are houses, there are agricultural lands, and | say
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that the micro-mineral rule has been violated. Therefore, a quarry should not be set up
in this place. If that is the case, it is illegal, and there is no need to do so much with
intent to commit an illegal act. He concluded his speech by saying that as already
mentioned by Shanmugam, they are violating the rules, please do not give permission

to this quarry.

11.Mr. Saravanan, Veeriyampalayam:

| offer my first salutations to the public, government officials and social activists.
Our quarry was started in 2014 located at Veeriyampalayam Village in Kurumbampatti.
This quarry is non-operational and the people of Veeriyampalayam are suffering a lot.
There are not many bus facilities here. They fulfil their needs by working in the quarry.
There are no houses near the quarry. If there are houses, our village will perish. We will
cooperate for our village. Both local and out-of-town people will be greatly benefited by
the operation of this quarry. The stones from the quarry are given for building houses.
They offer stones at very low prices. They have trees. Pollution is less. Pollution is
reduced due to more trees. All the public will be benefited by the operation of this
quarry. Panchayats get income from mineral land. You can take the income and provide
facilities like drinking water, roads and sewers. AII the people here go to Dhanapal
Quarry for work. This has created employment for everyone. He ended his speech by

thanking everyone.

12.Mr. Suppuraman, Korakuthigramam:

He greeted everyone. | speak from my experience, | was farming. As the quarry

digs deep, there is no water in the well, so | cannot farm. So | also quit farming and
went to quarry. It does not mean that concessions should be made to the village only
through the ‘crusher, permission should not be given to the crusher. Items in our home
office will fall down when blasted. He said that there is no need to set up a quarry like
that.

13.Thiru. V. Ra. Gopi, Veeriyvampalayam:

| would like to express my greetings to the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
and the district administration for conducting the consultation meeting very well.
Meanwhile, | will post my opinion here. The Kometteri region is getting water only

through rain. It is a sky-seen earth where there are only rain-fed lands. Currently there
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is no agriculture and no water bodies. Whenever they came to quarry, they worked in
the stone quarry. They educated their children. Quarry management was a security for
the village. It remains the same. It is a fact that there is no disturbance to the people or
the natural environment due to the quarrying in this area. There are no losses due to
this quarry. Water flow is low. A few places may have gardens. Don't think that they are
against nature. Live with nature.

It is in this environment that if the quarry does not operate, today the woman has
to cross a district to go to work by bus. There is a plight of having to travel 30, 40
kilometers for 300, 250 rupees and work for his livelihood. Basically, it is only possible if
there is a local job. There is no major impact if there is no such thing for the people in
the surrounding area. The documents were shown but what is the situation of the
people? They go to work from district to district and face crisis. So he concluded his

speech by asking the district administration to give due recognition to this quarry.

14.Mr. R. Saravanan, Kompadipatti:

He greeted all the officials who have given opportunity to the hearing held jointly
by Karur District Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. | am here to
say that permission should be given for quarrying. We should not crush this small and
micro industry. It would be better if all the quarries in our district were pulled and closed.
It is the small and micro industries that affect the livelihood of the people in that area. It
is nét acceptable to say that this will deplete the ground water table. Villagers around
the quarry will be affected. If we want rain, we have to plant trees. Panchapatti pond
was there in Tamil Nadu so that Panchapatti should not suffer. It is not raining, the water

in Panchapatti pond is enough. Our Karur District is the centre of Tamil Nadu.

Only Kadavur has trees. There is no tree in the other area. Our wealth is
destroyed when we cut down the tree. So don't think that closing a quarry will benefit
the world. Our policy is to allow the people around our town to do whatever work they
need to do for their livelihood with their safety. If today's and tomorrow's generation want
to be better, we must give permission. We need economy and we can achieve anything

only if we have money. He said that permission can be given for this quarry.
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15.Mr.S. Mugilan, Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Coordinator, Karur:

Karur District Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board jointly runs

public hearing meeting for Mr. Dhanapal quarry in 12-acre, the Environmental Engineer

- who is leading the meeting, the officials from various departments and the police who

have visited here, the journalists, the villagers, the granite quarry owners, social
activists, people from the agricultural organization, who have been brought by the
granite quarry owners. My name is Mukilan, Coordinator of Tamil Nadu Environment
Protection, | have worked for 1 year as an assistant to the respected Indian Civil Service
Commission appointed by the Madras High Court and the Delhi Supreme Court
regarding the granite scam in Madurai district. If this quarry operates, air pollution, soil
pollution, noise pollution, water pollution, biodiversity pollution and socio-economic
environment will be affected and how are we going to fix it, the designers of the project
have given a summaryv report here.

He said, "l have come here to explain through documents whether quarrying is
legal and according to the rules." The Tamil Nadu Minor Minerals Act, 1959 generally
guides all quarries. The first aspect of the Act is that its 36 1A provides that quarries
should not be located within 300 meters, i.e. 1000 feet from residential areas. When we
say houses, those houses are government approved houses. It should be in the field
map, Village map, A-register which can be revenue department documents. Otherwise,
the general rule is that after the 90s, there should be a house or house that has been
approved by the Panchayat or DTCP. In that rule also what everyone will say is that the
Village Map is already prepared from 1979. Many of the houses in that Village Map
have been destroyed. Many houses were bought by quarry owners. So they say there is
no objection to them. In response to this, we have received document from the land
survey department on 15.07.2024 last month.

That is, even if the house recorded in the UDR and Natham land survey registers
is currently dilapidated or demolished, the house will remain the same as it was
originally recorded, i.e. if there was a house at that place, or if the house was
demolished. Let's go to see that Village Map. Only a summary is given here. Village
map not given. We can see only if village map is given. We are constantly telling the
authorities. Village Map is in every town. It is checked by everyone from the government
officials to the village administraﬁve officer to keep it and monitor it. That said, my

question is what is the problem with placing it. No one can say rightly by looking at this
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and keeping this document. We went further and looked at it as Computer Map. Field
no. 71 This field map shows that the house is 258 meters south-west from the outer
edge of the quarry field. Similarly, the same is shown in field no.86 in the south-eastern
part. Apart from that, when we compared this in Google and took the picture, all these
houses were shown in Google Map. There are houses within 300 meters radius of this
Dhanapal granite quarry as per government documents. Therefore, legal permission
cannot be given for this quarry.

A part from that, what is clearly stated in Section 36 1A of the Minor Mineral
Concession Rules is that no quarry shall be located within a radius of 500 meters of
irrigation systems or water supply arrangements of any of the local bodies, central or
state government bodies, Tamil Nadu Drinking Water and Drainage works. Within a
radius of 500 meters where this quarry is situated, Kurumapatti is in the south and
Pudhupatti in the north. This area has a borewell and an overhead reservoir. We are
saying that all this will affect because blasting in the quarry. We say that it will affect
government property and social property. Therefore, permission for quarrying cannot be
given on that basis also. Not only that, they say that if there is low voltage electricity, EB
Line, normal electricity, they have to give clearance to a distance of 50 meters from it.
High power tower is within 300 meters radius of the quarry.

~Various mining operators, while seeking permission for quarrying, say that there
should be no temporary accommodation of workers within a radius of 300 meters. The
reason is that if there is a temporary residence of the workers, it will be affected in the
event of an explosion. Recently, 4 people died in an explosion in a town called Aviyur in
Virudhunagar District. When we went and inspected the place, houses were affected in
a radius of 3 km. Apart from that, houses within a kilometer radius are cracked.
Similarly, an incident took place in Kodangipalayam, Palladam village, Vijayalakshmi
Quarry and Sulur Airport area which is 3 km away. Therefore, it is a government rule
that there should be no temporary or permanent residence within a radius of 300
meters. So is this quarry. Apart from that, it has been shown as pictures in SEIAA.
Regarding this quarry, what they say in the memorandum they may have given is that
there should be a distance of 7.5 meters from the leased land and 10 meters from the
nearest quarry field. We visited it.

They have posted on the internet about this quarry that they may have set up.
There is no gap of 7.5 meters in the eastern part. They have cut more than 7.5 meters

in the eastern part. This is not our document. A summary report that the company may
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have issued. He said (showing the book) that page no.6 of the summary report Granites
were cut out without any space. So where is the legal gap of 7.5 meters? Then they

have violated the rules and cut the property of the government.

What they have given is 7.5 meters from the Box But, 10 meters have been cut

from outside this Box. So the point is that this Dhanapal Quarry has illegally stolen the
government property. Apart from that, the area of this quarry is 4.89.0 ha. As we see
from the Google diagram, its area is 4.94. That is almost 0.05 ha. If you look at airs,
there is an area of 13 airs more. Its boundary stone is given in the map. When viewed
on that basis, theyvshow it in a much larger area than that. Then showing the area is
scientifically wrong area. This Dhanapal granite quarry is in such condition. The Tamil
Nadu government especially the DMK government in its election promise as the 200th
election promise no more granite quarries will be given to private individuals in Tamil
Nadu. They have said that the government will accept and run it. The reason is nothing
else, they have already paid Rs.2310/- for the stone to the government here. Now they
are charging Rs.3000/-.

But for one cubic meter of Mellow White, Yellow White, the cost of such stone is
1 lakh per cubic meter. It is a social asset given to the government. Personal property is
only up to 3 feet below the ground. Below that is social property. A stone is 12 cubic
meters. A stone weighs 5 to 12 cubic meters if you see it in a truck. Then 15 lakh rupees
comes. What is the amount paid to the government for a stone sold for Rs 15 lakhs, if it
is only Rs 20,000/-, Rs 25,000/-. That's why they said the same thing. They gave the
election promise so that this money should come to the government. But this quarry is
not that way. It is for one person. He said, "We are putting forward a demand that it
should become a policy decision of the government." Not only that, they have given in
this statement that we will do everything for the welfare of the workers, PF, ESI for the
workers. When we asked Labour Office in RTI, they said that they have given that there
is no PF, ESI & Insurence for the workers in any quarry.

Workers in any quarry have no wages, no pension, no insurance. In NTC, they
had already died. We fought and bought 24 lakhs to the workers. Yesterday, the
government has paid 3 lakhs for the death of 2 persons on last Tuesday. We negotiated
to give 25 lakhs as we have now, not according to the law, but the welfare of the
workers is important for workers. Many friends said that the workers do not have ESI,
PF, and insurance. If they have all these, the workers do not need to beg and they will

receive the amount they are due. But that is not the case here. Even the previous day,
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the driver died after a tanker lorry plunged into a ditch in Thalaiyuthuppatti. It is only if
they give something to the worker as alms. No matter how many persons the workers
employ, they must appear in the records. Which workers the company provides PF, ESI

& Insurance. If you say sugar it doesn't taste sweet on the tongue, similarly someone in
 front of me said if you want rain you need a tree. This quarry is not a new quarry but an
existing quarry.

Quarries who have come for renovation say they are going to plant 2500 trees in
12 acres. Where did all those trees go? Where did the 2500 trees go? He questioned.
Karur District has 300, 400 quarries if all the quarries are fully devéloped greenbelt.
Karur District itself is an oasis. Each buys 2, 3 renewals. But where are the trees? Is
sugar sweet on the tongue? Let's put the tree, when the next update comes. Everything
is on paper only. Not in practice. There will be nothing. A part from that, all these
quarries clearly state that the water in these quarries should be purified and discharged.
Everything is chemical. Explosives are poisonous. What does everyone do with the
water that comes in during mining? Through the pipeline they are released to all the
surrounding land. Whether it goes in the stream or in the farmland, everything is poison.
Everyone here gets sugar, pressure for free. The survey says that the air that can come
from blasting here is more sugar than the sugar that can come frorﬁ food for 90 people
who have diabetes today. Then they not only give employment to the people around but
also give disease.

That is why any quarry should be set up, before setting up a quarry, 10 km of air,
soil, sound and biodiversity should be examined for diseases there. He said that a study
should be conducted to find out how many people have what disease. Because in front
of our eyes, Erode district is at the height of barrenness and they have put up 100
cancer camps in a fight with the district collector. So this is the situation. So what we are
saying is that this company should run according to law. These roads are 20 percent of
our country's revenue in tax money that we can build. It may be panchayat, municipality,
state government or union government. 20 percent of the total budget is spent on roads.
It has been said in the audit that normally Rs.1 crore per kilometer for rural roads and
Rs.215 crores have been spent on national highways. If you ask how many tons the
lorry carrying stones has loaded, it is not known. Here Karur District Transport Officer
asks how many vehicles have been fined for overweight in 1 year and says that we
have caught 1 vehicle. On rural roads and panchayat roads, vehicles are 18 tonnes if

the vehicle is a 10 tonne truck and 28 tonnes if it is a 10 wheeler truck. It was reported
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in yesterday's newspaper that 100 trucks were seizéd in Tirunelveli for being
overloaded. Here a 10-whveeler truck of 28 tons and a 16-wheeler truck of 48 tons
should be transported on the road. |

But if you we_i'gh' it in the weigh'ing machine, it should be 10 tons on the village
road. A 6-wheeler with a load of 24 tons will come. Now the road is éoming from our tax
money, not from anyone's money. The tax we pay on the rice, foods, soap oil we buy but
roads does not exist for 3 months. A road that can last for 2 years does-not last even for

3 months. All the roads are potholed. A cat can climb on a child; an elephant can climb
-on a 5-year-old child? How about 90 tons on a 10 ton road? 10 lakhs per panchayat if

this quarry is running, 1 crore rupees per 1 km who destroys it? Quarry compahies
overburden and destroy. Sd if what we are saying is done according to the law, there is
no need to talk, no one needs to talk, there is nothing to talk about. There is no house
Within_ 300 meters. No overhead fank within 500 meters? No water intake. 'There is no
high power tower within 300 meters,' no 'complaint can be made about this quafry if the

" rules are based on this. But they have not ohly violated the rules énd illegally sought
permiésion_for Dhanapal quarry, but they have taken too much when the qu‘arrly is not -

functioning. , _
Minister 1.Periyasamy filed a case against him in Pattinarapatti police station

saying that he asked to break the embankment and today there is a case in Nilakottai

‘court. But here so many stones have been cut illegally without permission, take action

against them. The case has been going on in the court for more than 10 years. He has
been a minister for 10, 15 years. What the quarry owners are doing is illegal. On that we

are telling all the respected revenue department officials that they have taken too many

stones and we are telling them to take action against them. If you take too much stone

inside the quarry, you will be fined. But taking too much outside the quarry is called

 theft, ‘Wondering how the illegal ammunition came about?' He questioned. In

Aravakurichi there was vibration in all directions. In Tirupur District, there was an
earthquake from Karur to Tirupur. A 3 ricter earthquake has already occurred. The
nearby Dindigul District has experienced 5 consecutive earthquakes. Tamil Nadu has 6

out of 147 places prone to landslides in India. Therefore, in such illegal manner, there

are houses, high power tower, houses as shown in the picture of Dhanapal Quarry
within 300 meters distance and above water tank and water intake places within 500

meters distance.
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Excess area has been cut. Now they cannot give legal permission for Dhanapal
stone granite quarry as they have violated numerous violations such as the area of the
field is illegal in the project report. Even if we go to SEIAA and buy that we have given 5
lakhs, 10 lakhs to the officials to the ministers, it cannot work according to the law. Even
now many quarries are not functioning in our district. We cannot visit all the quarries in
Tamil Nadu. If itis legal then do it. He said if it is not legal then don't do it. He said, take
it in whatever way it is. | am not against quarry. But it has to be done according to the
law. As far as granite is concerned, our policy is that the government should accept it
and run it. Because it is an Industry where individuals can rake in lakhs and crores.

This area has already experienced a 3ricter magnitude earthquake in Karur
District. The day before yesterday was hit by an earthquake. So officers who may be
here today will be gone tomorrow. It is not only these people who can live here, but aiso
future generations to live better without disease, asking that permission should not be
given to such quarries, which may be illegal, and thank you for the opportunity, he
concluded his speech.

The District Enviranmental Engineer said that the comments of the public held in
this hearing will be recorded in video and text form and will be sent to the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai.

District Environmental Engineer:

Finally, in his speech of thanks, he expressed his gratitude on behalf of the
district administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board to the government
officials including the revenue commissioner, the police, journalists and the public who
presided over this public opinion meeting. Finally the national anthem was played. Also,

the public hearing meeting was completed.

Y et

District Environmental Engineer , Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Kulithalai.
Karur
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