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Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 22.08.2024 at 11.00 AM in MR

Thirumana_Mahal, Kunnandarkoil Village, Kulathur Taluk, Pud'ukkoftai District
to establish M/s. G Durai Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry with an extent of 2.52.5

Ha at S.F.Nos. 149/1A2. 149/1B2 & 149/2A of Udaiyalipatti ViIIagé, Kulathur
Taluk, Pudukkottai District.

Name of the Project:

M/s. G Durai Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry with an extent of 2.52.5 Ha at
S.F.Nos. 149/1A2, 149/1B2 & 149/2A of Udaiyalipatti Village, Kulathur Taluk,
Pudukkottai District

List of Officials participated in the meeting:

1. Tmt. V. Deivanayaki,
Revenue Divisional Officer,
Muppur, |
Pudukkottai District.

2. Thiru. K. Selvakumar,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

3. Thiru. R. Kaviyarasu,
Tahsildar,
Kulathur Taluk,
Pudukkottai District.

4. Tmt. M. Premalatha,
Revenue Inspector,
Kunnandar koil Division,
Kulathur Taluk,
Pudukkottai District.

5. Tmt. K. Radha,
Deputy Block Development Officer,
Kunnandarkoil Panchayat Union,

Kunnandarkoil.

6. Tmt. T. Chandrakala,
Village Administrative Officer,

Kunnandarkoil.



- 7. Tmt. V. Jegatheeswari,
Village Administrative Officer,

Udaiyalipatti.

8. Thiru. D. Balamurugan,
Police Constable,
Udaiyalipatti Police Station,
Pudukkottai.

9. Thiru. M. Venkada Subramanian,
Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

List of Participants related to the project:

1. Thiru. Gobinath,
Senior Environmental Engineer,

Eco Tech Labs Private Limited, Chennai.

In the public hearing, 116 persons were participated, including Government Officers,

Project proponents and the general public. (Enclosed video Annexure-A).

Welcome note given by District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu, Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District has welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur who
presided over the function. He welcomed the Tahsildar, Kulathur, other revenue
officials and other Government officials. He also welcomed the Proprietor of
M/s. G Durai Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry, Project Proponent, Press, NGOs and general

public who were attended the Public Hearing meeting.

He also informed that as per Ministry of Environment & Forest, New Delhi
vide EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, certain type of projects, public opinion has to
be obtained before the issue of Environment Clearance. He added that the public
notice informing the conducting of public hearing was published in The Dinamalar &
The Times of India on 19.07.2024. This public hearing was conducted for M/s. G
Durai Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry with an extent of 2.52.5 Ha at S.F.Nos. 149/1A2,
149/1B2 & 149/2A of Udaiyalipatti Village, Kulathur Taluk, Pudukkottai District to

obtain the views of pUblicr.‘

He also informed that the views of public would be recorded and it would be
forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai after

getting approval from the District Collector, Pudukkottai.



District Environmental Engineer informed that M/s. G Durai Rough Stone &
Gravel Quarry project proponent would explain about the project after that the public

could give their opinion about the project.

Revenue Divisional Officer ., lHluppur:

She welcomed the gathering and informed that the Project Proponent would
explain about their proposed project outlay and Environmental Impact Assessment

study carried out through Power Point Presentation. .

Power Point Presentation by the Project Proponent:

_ Thiru. Gobinath, Senior Environmental Engineer, Eco Tech Labs Private
Limited, Chennai of M/s. G Durai Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry has explained about
the détails of the project outlay, Environmental Impact Assessment report and
Environmental Management Plan through Power Point Presentation.(Copy of the

detail is enclosed in Annexure -B)

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public to register their views

on this project either verbally or in writing by giving their name and village details.

Followed by this, Public Hearing process started.

1. Thiru. P. Karuppan Mangalar, Village Ambalakarar, Udaiyalipatti

He stated that they were supporting this proposed stone quarry completely and
requested that to bear the necessary expenses for the nearby schools. He registered

his support for this project.

2. Thiru. Alagarswamy, Udayalipatti

He welcomed the officials and the public and said that he is very happy to have such a
meeting here. He added that it is a pride for our town and schools to establish the stone
quarry in their Village. He said that they will feed their hunger. Hence he registered his
support by saying that he is willingly consented for the establishment of this stone

quarry.

3. Thiru. Jagadish, Alwanpatti:

He mentioned that they are establishing a stone quarry in their panchayat and they
were" 'plér-med to do good things to our schocis by establishing the stone quarry. But he
questioned that whether they will do the good things in their village or in udaiyélipatti
village. He mentioned that there is a problem going on in their village but no one listen
to that issue is a road access and there is no access road to the cemetery. He added

that the water tank is also a problem. He further stated that taking dead body on
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shoulder to burial ground takes a round trip of around 1 km. He registered his opinion by

complaining that there is no overhead water tank in his village.

4. Thiru. L. Natarajan, Indian Communist Party, State Committee Member,

Udayalipatti:

He stated that this village people saying that establishment of this stone quarry makes
udaiyalipatti very proud. But that people have to think about the impacts of this stone
quarry. He said that if this quarry became operational, no possibility water to any of the
ponds. Because, the water source for the ponds and agriculture gets affected. He said
that if these are carried out further, the water supply of this area will be affected at first.
Secondly, look at how deep they excavate the pit, if they go below the ground, there will
be possibility of an earthquake. But he pointed out that if we look towards today's
income, our future generations will suffer. He registered his opinion stating that if
permission is granted for new stone quarry apart from the existing ones, then please

give permission without affecting the people of that area.

4. Thiru. Pari (A) Kubendran, Editor, Tamilaga Makkal Iraiyanmai Magazine;:

He greeted everyone on behalf of Tamilaga Makkal Iraiyanmai magazine. He stated
that there are no clear maps related to environment in our country. He mentioned that
everyone is aware of the incidents that took place in Wayanad. Despite the warnings of
many environmentalists, mountains were broken, various sand quarries and stone
quarries were established in Wayanad, resulting in a landslide and the village was
submerged as an unexpected loss. He added that fwo years ago, a similar village was
destroyed in Arunachal Pradesh near the Himalayas. Due to this environmental impact
in the world, global warming has occurred and the level of sea water rising. He said that
many villages will be destroyed in front of our eyes in a few days due to rising of sea
level. He said that scientists warn that some parts of Chennai, Vedaranyam and
Nagapattinam are going to disappear before our eyes within ten years. Thiru. Sagayam
IAS has conducted a study in Mellur in Madurai district and showed us that there were
so many irregularities. He stated that in that situation where no officials came forward
fearing the threat of these quarry owners. He mentioned that today stone quarry owners
will agree and they will give certificates by saying that they will act according to law,
they will provide protection, they will raise the ground water level. But they come to
operate here, all the people in this village will become slaves to them. He added that
they will do such atrocities. He mentioned that in Madurai at Melur, many people have
sacrificed themselves just to get the granite stone quickly. He said that they are killing
the many innocent people Many people have left their viliages. He informed that don't
think that you are not fooled yet because of the officials are there, they act accordance
with law. But such a thing will never happen. As far as our Tamil Nadu is concerned, we
have already experienced a tsunami. What is the reason for that? Everywhere we look
there are mangrove forests. It was because of the destruction of all that that we were

unable to protect ourselves when the tsunami came. He mentioned that



Thiru. Manikandan will speak after me. He stated that all the reports furnished were
false statement. They have gone through all those reports. The statement given by
them is very wrong. He said that they had given false information that there were
houses and villages located 300 meters away from the stone quarry. But, there are
private houses within 300 meters, there are villages, there are canals. They are
deceiving us by giving false certificates Ilke this. The village administrative officer who
gave such a false certificate should be arrested He requested that the authorities who
approved it should be arrested. We can never accept the establishment of this stone
quarry because they are deceiving us. We are living in this village. They are saying that
establishment of this stone quarry will increase the employment opportunities here, it is
a total lie statement. If this stone quarry established here, the ground water level will
decrease which result in we don't even have water to drink, and cannot do agricultural
activity. He said that if the environment is destroyed, we cannot do agriculture. He
requested that not to do such cheating and not to go along with this kind of fraud by
deceiving and showing desire to deceive these innocent people. He mentioned that they
have lived in this land for ages. He said that even though he is from Pudukottai, his
hometown is Gandharvakottai, and he knows this area very well. Indeed, this village
would not be a village if you allowed such a quarry. He said that you will only know if
you buy water by spending money. He said that even the air in the city is be‘ing

breathed by spending money. Now we are living in harmony with nature. Then this area

will turn into a dust zone. Today they say that they will use only light detonators, but )

they will not let you sleep by carrying out heavy blasting. At that time how you can ask,
he questioned. The people in power, the quarry owners, the officials, will altogether form
a power mercenaries and make it so that no one can question them. He stated that they
are doing this for their own profit by destroylng this earth where our culture, customs,
heritage and |anguage Are we ready to be fooled? He looked at the crowd and
questioned. He said that after him, Thiru. Manikandan will speak with statistics about
how this stone quarry was legally wrong. He questioned whether anyone had predicted
that a tsunami would come, and whether anyone had predicted that Wayanad would be
destroyed. All are false promises. He asked them that not to be deceived by all the
promises. He said that he have only one message that America took petrol from all over
the world. They are fighting all over the world for petrol, but their country has the largest
quantity of petrol in the world and they won't take that petrol, if anyone asked why so,
they will say, they are saving that petrol for their future generation. He stated that we
brlng up our children with dreams, we have many dreams that our children should live
well, live hlgh study well and go to a good job in the future. But they will destroy our
dreams. He “mentioned  that,” weknew. how much  we_have fought against the
Koodankulam nuclear reactor. Similarly people were fighting agalnst Sterlite. They shot
and killed 13 people. But today Supreme Court saying that that killing those 13 people is
an unprecedented act in the world and they asked why you opened fire on people who

were fighting peacefully. Therefore, he asked them not to be deceived by what they say.



They will destroy our lives our family will be degraded and all our children will die. He

thanked the opportunity and he registered his opposing opinion about this project.

5. Thiru. Subramaniyan, Malaiyadipatti:

He stated that they can do this business and they are doing this legally. He added that
they did not commit any falsehood. It's not all a problem and they are getting the permit
properly. He mentioned that, present we do not any availability of sand, so they
manufacture M-sand from that stone and supply it to us. M-sand is sold at Rs.1000,
Rs.2000 per unit, Blue Metal at Rs.1000, Rs.2000. This can only be possible if there are
10 owners. If it is 1 owner without the any competitive 10 owners, then the price of 1
unit will increase upto Rs. 5000. He said that this can be done well, there is no problem.
He mentioned that those who spoke before this were the destruction caused by the rain

on the hillside. He registered his support saying that such problems will not occur here.

6. Thiru. Manikandan, Kamarajapuram, Pudukottai:

He stated that he came to register his opinion in the today Public hearing meeting
conducted for M/s. Durai Stone Quarry, Udaiyalipatti Village, Kulathur Taluk, Pudukottai
District. He said that he pointed out that the government's regulations, the Minor Mineral
Concession Rules, 1959 have been violated in many places. He added that what are
the violations they have made in the project by M/s. Durai stone quarry S.F.No.
1149/1A2,1B2, 2A, Udayalipatti Village, Ku:lathur Taluk, Pudukottai District, with total
extent of 2.52 Hectares i.e, above Six Acres Area in their report. Further he informed
that as per the Minor Mineral Concession Rules Act, 1959 states that if any streams,
vaikkal and water bodies are located, a safeiy distance of 50 meters i.e, 175 feet should
be left from the water bodies. However, in the project report for this stone quarry, there
is a stream flowing at the northern side, thart too inside of the S.F.No.149/1A2,1B2 and
the same was shown in the village map which was attached as page 222 of this
Environmental Impact Assessment Report in English. He mentioned that as per Minor
Mineral Concession Rules 1959 Act, section 36-1, a distance of 50 meters should be
left from the stream to the quarry site. However, he pointed out that it is a violation of
the law that they prepared the mining plan by leaving only 10 meters as safety distance.
He mentioned that two streams flowing towards east and west side of S.F.No. 153/11
which is located at the S.F.No. 149/1A2,1B2 western part of this stone quarry. This was
shown in the village map, computerized field map on page 222 of this EIA English
report. According to Article 36-1 of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules from the
stream, a minimum safety distance of 50 meters is required from the quarry, but they
‘have prepared the report by mentioned the safe a distance as 10 meters. He said that
there has been a violation in the map and the EIA draft report given by them itself and
we aware of how many violations happen in practice. In many places there were even
more violations were happening. A stream flowing through S.F. No. 124 which is located
on the eastern side of this Stone quarry S.F No. 149/1A2,1B2 and in the S.F. No. 216

which is located on the south side of the Stone quarry has a stream and a Chettikulam



pond. This is also shown in the computerized field map ‘on page 222 of this EIA English
report. They did not hide these things.’He'added that they prepared this report, they
show it and violate the rules and to carry out the stone quarry work. According to the
revenue department's Standing Order-26, Section-15 issued by Assistant Commissioher
Land Administration, Chennai, it is clearly define that even if there is a topographical
path, a bousti path and a stream are located on the private patta land, it is a
Government property. Therefore, a public road and a stream for the use of the public
even if it is on their patta lands, they should be taken into consideration because it is the
property of the government. He said that permission should not be given to this stone
quarry as per the rules and it is not eligible for getting permission because no proper
safe distance provided to the stream. Similarly, there is Chettikulam and it is mentioned
that there is no distance of 50 meters from it is provided. It has been said in many court
judgments that the quarry should be located at a distance of 500 meters from the pond,
lake, Endal and Kanmai. We have submitted this judgement many times to the District
Collector, the Environment Department and the SEIAA. Many court judgements stated
that the quarry should be located 500 meters away frorn water bodies. But this stone
quarry is proposed in S.F.No. 149/2A without leaving a distance of even 50 meters from
Chettikulam which is located in S.F.No.216. Further he stated that, they have mentioned
that Chinna oorani is 300 meters away from the Stone quarry. But, actually it is not
away a distance of 300 meters, it is located -at a distance of 246 meters from the stone
quarry. Similarly, they mentioned that Udaialipatti Periya Kanmai is located at 500
meters away from the stone quarry. But. |t‘is not away a distance of 500 meters, it is
located a distance of 415 meters. He stated that three biggest water bodies
Chettikulam, Chinna Urani, Udaialipatti Periya Kanmai are located within a distance of
500 meters, and blasting and quarrying activity will be done up to such a depth then
where the, water for the people of this village, where the water for agriculture will be
available he questioned. No water will be available to Periya Kanmai itself. He
questioned whether this government is going to do this to the people. He stated that
there are only four directions North, East, West & South and in all the four directions of
this quarry odais and ponds were located. He added that they destroyed the water
bodies and laid passage and the stones produced from the stone quarry was located in
the vehicle and passed through that passage. He questioned whether they would-al|ow
the destruction of water bodies and construction of passage for that quarry. He pointed
out that such things should not be allowed, and vehicles should not be passed through
the passage by destroying water bodies, it is a violation of the rules and it is wrong. ’He
sard that how can you grve permission for this quarry whrch has no passage and
destroys the Water bodies and provides-a passage, sC it-is_not. eligible for giving
permission. He mentioned that, there is a lot of agricultural lands within 300 meters
radius around the S.F.Nos where this quarry is located, there are many houses within it,
everyone has built a house on their patta land, there are buildings, big buildings are all
within 300 meters, even if all these are not indicated as houses on the village map,

those houses within a 300 meter radius will be affected when they commenced

-



quarrying operation. He informed that on May 1, 2024, a similar explosion incident
occurred at Ariyur village in Virudhunagar District, and the houses were collapsed and
people were affected. He said that if such illegal permission is given, similar condition
will also happen to the houses located within 300 meters in this area. Therefore,
according to the law, permission should not be given for this quarry. He added that
looking at the site on the Google map, there are many houses such as a house at a
distance of 271 meters in the north-east, a house at 247 meters in the north-west, a
house at 85 meters and a house at 162 meters on the west side to this quarry. A large
building in the' L'shape is located 165 meters away from the quarry. Therefore,
according to law, this quarry is not eligible for grant of permission. Further he added that
SEIAA - State Environmental Impact Assessment Authbrity has issued (TOR) order on,
24th April, 2023 for the environmental study around 10 kilometer radius of this quarry
stated how they have to study the Environmental Impact. However, the EIA report
stated that they have conducted the Environmental Impact Assessment Study between
June 2022 and August 2022, which was two years before the order was issued. He
raised the question that whether an Envirohmental Impact Assessment study can be
conducted two years prior obtaining the EIA report whether it is valid or not. He added
that Air, Water, Soil noise, Biodiversity, Socio economic study was carried out 10
months prior to the issue of TOR letter which is illegal. He mentioned that the public
hearing meeting should be held with the proper study report. This public hearing
meeting should not happened now. You have to verify everything is as per law and then
conduct the public hearing meeting. He pointed out that it is a mistake to conduct this
public hearing meeting without conducting the study. Further he stated that a certificate
has been issued by the Village Administrative Officer which has no details about the
odai located at 15 m distance, pond located at 50 m distance, no details about the
important water bodies located within 300- m radius, many houses, patta lands are
located within 300 m was not mentioned. The Village Administrative Officer has
provided a fake certificate without pointing out any of these details. Hence, that
certificate is not acceptable. He requested that departmental action may be taken
against the village administration officer who has concealed various facts and provided |
the certificate. The State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority has mandated 45
types of documents to be enclosed to conduct a public hearing meeting but here only 10
documents were enclosed and in that 10 documents there are so many mistakes were
found. If that all the 45 documents are enclosed as per law, we can find hundreds of
mistakes and report them to the public and record those mistakes in this public hearing,
and inform those mistakes to the Environmental Impact Assessment Authority.
However, he pointed out that 45 types of documents were not enclosed. During last
year 2021, for the public hearing meeting of Manikandan and Paramasivan quarries in
Arashampalayam area in Coimbatore Sulur Taluk 1300 pages of annexure documents
were enclosed and the same were uploaded in the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board's
website, He added that when we downloaded the annexure from the website for this

Stone quarry. Out of the 45 types of documents that could be included in the




environmental impact assessment report, only 10 documents were uploaded for this
Stone quarry. So a new public hearing "meeting should be conducied with full
documents and this public hearing meeting was not valid. He stated that there is a
Vinayagar temple is located at 432 meters from this quarry and there is three muni
temple. These two temples are not mentioned in this Environmental Impact Assessment
Report. There are two important temples located within 500 meters from the quarry. The
Siddhi Vinayagar temple and the three muni temple were worshiped for thousands of
years. He mentioned that thasildar report and Revenue Divisional Officer report were
not enclosed. He said that he would like to register here that this public hearing is
legally invalid as he cannot able to know ahy facts completely. He said that they say
they will excavate the stone in the bench type. However, in Pudukottai district, bench-
type excavation was not seen in any quarries. They just simply say and they wont
execute the said words in field. They say that they will cut 5 meters wide and 5 m deep
like stairs, and the same was mentioned in the drawing. But, they don't cutting like that
in reality and anywhere. He said that they will make the same mistakes in
implementation as they did in the Environmental Impact Assessment report. He stated
that while talking about sands, sand is important for construction and the alternative for
sand is M sand. He stated that everyone in the village says that stone is needed for the
construction of roads & buildings and the development of the village. It is true that
everything is needed and if it is available then the village will grow. He added that
Malaysia Country has a lot of sand. Good sand and river sand are available there. If we
construct a house using M Sand the crack will occur. River sand is naturally formed.
River sand is less in our village. There are lot of sand in Malaysia and they are willing to
give the sand. In China, a flood came & damages the village because of the excess
river sand, They have no space to blace the excess river sand. He requested that this
government should take into consideration that there is a possibility of importing the
river sand from countries which get affected by river sand. He said that they gave
commission, in lakhs and Crores. We get that and buy good future in abroad and settle
our families'such thought of planning is done by the Governments, Officials and
Ministers. This country belongs to these people and these people must live. People can
exist only if this country exists. This land is this country. After destroying this land by
mining all the sand breaking all the mountains, bringing earthquake here and destroying
all the houses, then for whom this country and this government is going to exist he
questioned. So natural sand is available in Malaysia import it for 1000 rupees and sell it
here for 5000 rupees. Look for profit in it, plunder. Your objective is to loot. Then import
sand from abroad and loot. He said that he is not against the import mineral resources
from abroad and plUnder them, Bt do not destroy the natural resources that are
available here in the least amount which are here for millions of years. All these are
natural mountains, it was unable to show the mountain to my grandchildren or not,
because all the mountains will be broken. He questioned that at state towards what our
country is going. He requested that permission should not be given to this quarry,

because hidden many things and provided various wrong statistics. He mentioned that



permission should not be granted for this quarry it is a violation of the Government
Regulations Siting criteria as per Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959. He said that, if
so granted; concealment of genuine documents is an offense of forgery under the law.
He added that Thiru.Durai Annan has said 6n the first page of his report. stated that if |
have said something wrong or hidden something, if it comes to light later, | will take full
responsibility for it and Walk away from this business. So based on that, what he has
“spent so far is enough, please don't let him spend more. He requested that permission
should not be granted to this stone quarry as per law and save the people, soil and

natural resources. By stating the above he registered his objection against the project

7. Thiru. Mr. A. Raja, BJP Union President, Alwanpatti:

He said that he is very happy for this public hearing meeting and he never heard of this
meeting. He said that you are asking whether you want this quarry or not. This is a good
thing. He added that now we are building .houses and we will build more houses in
future hence, necessary will increase. So new Stone quarry will also come. He stated
that it directly and indirectly provides employment to many people. At present, the
Sterlite plant in Tuticorin has been closed and 40 percent of India's copper production
was stopped. From that plant around 20000 people got jobs and many families survived
from it. Now that Sterlite plant has been closed down, we depends upon foreign
countries for copper. He stated that now China has met is meeting 40% of India's
copper requirement. We use mobiles, lights, TVs, everything contains copper. If we
went back to our Stone Age, we don't need any modernity today. Further he stated that
similarly, | am saying these officials that there are too many quarries in our panchayat.
The officials may ask the Stone quarry owners that to take care of people are having
problems due to drinking water and kidney damage. By stating the above he expressed

his support about the project.

8. Thiru. Ravichandran, Malayapatti:

He stated that stone crushing industry was in operation at Malaiyadipatti for about 15
years. He said that the quarrying activity has not caused any damage to agriculture,
environment or ground water. 28 families depends on this business in our village. He
said that the owner has taken care of those 28 families at a time when poor families and
landless farmers were facing difficulties. Out of one hundred rupees of income, sixty
rupees are spent for the panchayat and 40 rupees are spent for the government. He
asked to think how our Panchayat would be if this government and the stone quarry
owner work together to provide more infrastructure to this panchayat. He stated that by
adding these revenues, they will provide all the necessary equipments for the school,
environment, road facilities and drinking water for the people of the village. He stated
that there is no harm as they say and let them come and investigate, this is the truth,
they saying those things purposefully. By stating the above he expressed his support

towards the project.



9. Thiru. Devarajan, Udaiyalipatti:

He stated that many come and spoke here before -but no one from udaiyalipatti village
came and spoke. He said that he didn't know why, they didn't know why he didn't come
forward to talk. Many people from their viliage are sitting there and many important
people are also sitting there. He said that he don't know why they haven't spoken up
yet. He don't knoW if they are being tdld not to speak up or if they don't have the
courage to speak up of Udayalipatti Village is completely affected here. He mentioned
that a people were lot of people say that suffering from kidney problems and requested
the quarry owners to arrange water facility.: He questioned that why cant you do it by
yourself, why should they come and provide it to you? He stated that funds are available
in panchayat; If we can't do it by ourselves then why should they come and do it for us.
He asked that do you come up with new ideas to cover up some of their mistakes. He
said that there is a lot of money in the Panchayat, it can be done through the Panchayat
itself. Ten years ago | did not know that ényone here had a kidney problem. He said that
no one has come to speak for Udaialipatti village, the former village president is sitting
here, today's village president is also sitting here, many people have not came but not
expressed their opinion, because of this the village of Udaialipatti is only completely
affected. He added that he don't know if you have done any inspection on the quarries
that were already operating. But it's okay, thank you for holding a this public hearing
meeting and asking for our opinions. Thank you very ‘much for providing such an
opportunity. He mentioned that the Manikandan brother, | have never'seen him before, |
don't know him. He added that they came from some where to our village to do some
good things. He said that | am very sad tha.t even though there are good old people in
our village, not a single person has expressed their opinion. He added that we are the
ones who are really get affected and his agri farmé are located are within 300-350
meters from the Stone quarry. But no one has yet gave their opinion. There are a lot of
people, there is a farm next to it, there is a house, everything is there, like they said,
there is a odai and everything, but | am very sad that no one came and gave their
opinion. He mentioned that the brother said that they conducted some studies, and I
don't know anything about all those study reports. He stated that he was bit late so that
he don't know all of that. He added that they can conduct the study report hereafter
which is nothing wrong to do. But you have to came and ask the general public and
listen to the ‘people of Udaiyalipatti village. No one from the Udaiyalippatti has given
their remarks. When you ask for public opinion you have to start from that village, you
should ask the 6pinion of the people in that village. Further he stated the now people
are coming from the Malaiyadipatti and they are giving their opinion and they have no
impact on their village. Raja brothe'rrsai.d thaf he is from their pé'h-chayat. We don't know
why he said that. Thank you very much Raja brother for what he said but we arre the
ones who suffer and we are the ones who get affected brother, your village is far away,
but it is our panchayat. You may express said for the villagers and all there for us. But

you support to them. Ask for your opinion like that. He also asked the people of



Udaiyalipatti village to ask that. He said that when Udaiiyalipatti villagers are afraid, why
are they afraid, why won't you tell them? then there was a small chaos in the crowd. He
questioned why you arouse. He said that people will get provoked and will start ask
questions. But no one is getting provoked and askihg questions. He said that Raja
brother | did not told that you are wrong. He said that he was frustrated that many
people in this village are there, but no one is asking questions. No one spoke about the
damage and how much damage. He said that because he is very affected in 2018 and
they carried out blasting in a stone quarry which is located nearest to him, at that time
the rock fly and fell on his cow. He stated that he took this matter to the police
department but they refused his petitions and advised not to do again this activity and
they will not carry out blasting activity. But the impact of the current explosion is much
higher. He said that no one has studied it and said whether they are using more than
the specified quantity and how deeply they are using the detonators. He said that they
may have told people, they may have told them that this type of explosive should be
used and used only at a certain time, this.-much quantity should be used, this much
decibel should be generated, this much quantity should be quarried, such things were
not known to people. Because no intellectuals were there If people like us say those
things to people, they will come -and muted us. They will threaten us with our families
and muted us. Further he added that this stone quarry is located 1.5 Km away from our
village and our home is 1 Km away from this stone quarry. But if they carried out
explosion, and our house affected by vibration. They carried out such heavy blasting
which result in the vibration of our door frames and his house. He mentioned that the life
of a house is 20 years but due to heavy blasting their house can't stand for even 5
years. For common people, it is a dream to build a house. After the dream came true,
that dream was shattered within 5 years think about how much vain they undergone. It
is not a easy job to construct a house. He added that there is a tremendous effort to
construct a house. Government allotted house for us, that house was destroyed within 5
years which can stand upto 20 years only for the sake of profit for a private company he
questioned. He requested that to carry out inspection on whether they blasting or not,
during blasting how much impact it creates. What are the impacts, upto to how many
Kilo meter the vibration persists. He mentioned that he doesn’t know whether you are
inspecting or not but please carry out inspection. He said that the ground water has
gone down so much before ten years water will be available here very normally, before
ten years everything will come. But, now from too many people he heard that they have
excavate a well and after spending 15 lakhs to 10 lakhs, and drilling bore well upto 300
feet, 500 feet water did not come. What is the reason for this? The water level is
decreasing. He said that the water level which ic available by simpie digging easier has
gone to empty now. A lot of people have govats and cows here, and from now on they
don't know where the live stock going to graze because there is a fence around the
stone quarry; If we ask what is the rule that you say that, if an explosion occurs while
they are working in the quarry, the blasting will affect the goats and cows. Here, many

families survive by rearing these goats and cows. If these goats-and cows do not have



place for grazing, how can they survive! He said that they will put a wire fence around
the stone quarry and questioned how they can go inside the wire fence. He added that
from now on they have to sell all the goats and cows and go to look for some other job.
You say that a lot of job opportunities are going to come, you give support and you give
the path. He questioned that how many péople here got life, how many families are
surviving here. There are five to six stone quarries are operating here in Udaiyalipatti
village, tell me how many families were surviving from it, can anyone tell me? How
many people have gone to work in it? He asked how many families got living hood from
it, tell me the people who are working therefplease tell me is there any improvement in
living hood please tell me. He stated that ten people will get job opportunities, if they
establish a stone quarry. He said that they can able to create the job opportunities and
requested that to let them live in peace in their house. He mentioned that they want their
house, if you carried out heavy blasting, their house is vibrated. He requested that to go
inside and ask the women one by one, you will know how much they are affected from
blasting and added that no one knows how much pregnant women get affected. He
mentiohed that a recent incident was happened in their village that due to the vibration
from the stone quarry even a healthy children were died at the time of birth. He said that
such shocking incidents are happening now, because of the vibrations are increasing.
No one even thought that children would be harmed by the vibrations from there heavy
explosions. He said that everyone will face the same scenario at one point of time. In
this situation three quarries are already operating here and if you give permission to this
quarry it will disrupt the life of the villagers. Finally he registered his objection against
this project by thanking him for the opportunity and hoping that would take a good
decision. '

Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur:

After that, the Revenue Divisional Officer, liluppur said that if any public has to
say any comments / opinion, they can inform. Then she said that the public hearing

meeting was closed as no one from the public,c.ame forwarded to say their opinion.

Vote of Thanks:

The District Environmental Engineer has informed that the public could submit
their comments in writing at the office of the District Collector or the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board, Pudukkottai office. The District Environmental Engineer
thanked the Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur for presiding over the Public hearing
meeting and the other Government Officials who are attending the meeting. And also
he thanked the Proprietors of the stone quarry, Workers, Project Proponent, NGOs,
Press repo-rter“s,' Police officials-and-general p‘ublic_ who were participated in the Public

Hearing Meeting.

The meeting came to an end

~3%



Encl.:

1. Attendance sheet of the participants(A)

2. Project Proponent's power point presentation(B)

3. Video(CD) of the Public Hearing (C)

4. Draft of Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Executive Summary in
Tamil and English (D)

5. Written statement petitions received from the public (E) — 8 Nos.

W v
_ 22) 2 §
District Environmental Engineer, Revenue Divigional Officer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Huppur.
Pudukkottai.
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