MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM STATE LEVEL ENVIRONMENT IMPACT
ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY (SEIAA) - TAMIL NADU FOR THE PROPOSED
ROUGH STONE QUARRY OF M/s. A.R. GOVINDAN, ROUGH STONE QUARRY,
OVER AN EXTENT OF 3.93.5 HEC (TOTAL CLUSTER AREA 5.19.0 HEC)
LOCATED IN S.F.NO. 214/1 (Part-3 & Part-4), THELLARAMPATTU VILLAGE,
CHETPET TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT, HELD ON 03.09.2024 AT
3.30 PM IN M/S. SRI RAGHAVENDRA MAHAL, NARAYANAMANGALAM,
CHETPET TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT.

Present:
1. | Thiru. R. Rampradeepan, | District Revenue Officer,
B.E,, Tiruvannamalai District,
Tiruvannamalai.
2. | Tmt. T. Kalaiselvi, M.E., District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.
3. | Thiru. V. Kathirvelan Assistant Engineer,
: Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.
4. | Public and 35 persons (list enclosed).
Environmentalists

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruvannamalai welcomed the respected District Revenue officer,
Tiruvannamalai, other Government Officials, General Public,
Environmentalists for the Public Hearing meeting for the proposed rough

stone quarry.

The District Environmental Engineer informed that as per the
Environmental Impact Assessment Notification 2006 all the projects and
activities listed in the schedule to the notification shall require prior
Environmental Clearance from The Ministry of Environment, Forests and
Climate Change, Gol / State Environment Impact Assessment Authority. The
process of obtaining Environmental Clearance involves public consultation,
and hence the public hearing meeting is being conducted today for the
proposed Rough stone and Gravel quarry of, M/s. A.R. Govindan, Rough
Stone Quarry, over an extent of 3.93.5 hectare in Thellarampattu Village,

Chetpet Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District.
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As per the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification 2006, it is
mandatory to conduct public hearing where the opinions of the public will
be obtained through oral/or in written statement, the minutes will be
recorded and will be submitted to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority for the mining projects (Individual or Cluster extent)
above 5 hect of area. The public notice for this public hearing was published
in “New Indian Express” (English) & “Daily Thanthi” (Tamil) on 27.07.2024
with the approval of the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai for the proposed

Rough stone quarry of M/s. A.R. Govindan,.

Further, the District Environmental Engineer has informed that
proposed quarry project and Environmental Impact Assessment Study
report details will be explained through power point presentation by the
project proponent. After that, public can express their views, suggestions
and comments one by one either in oral or in written format on the said
project. The opinions & suggestions of the public & Environmentalists will
be recorded and submitted to the Environment Impact Assessment

Authority.

The District Environmental Engineer requested the project proponent
to explain the EIA study conducted by them to the public in detail.

On behalf of the project proponent Thiru. S. Asan Ali, Consultant,
M/s. Global Mining Solutions, explained the details of the project and
the Environmental Impact Assessment study conducted by them through

power point presentation.

Then the District Revenue Officer, Tiruvannamalai requested the
public to express their views/suggestions/comments in oral or written

statement one by one after giving their name and address.
The following are the views represented by the public.

1. Mr. Sekar, Thellarampattu Village,

He shared, 'I have seven acres of land with a 60-feet deep well, but the
quarry's presence has prevented me from planting crops for two years.
Agriculture activities in his 30 cents of land have been failed due to water

2



'
Nt

shortage. As a tailor and a villager, I've witnessed the quarry's destructive
impact. Our village has limited access, with only two buses and severely
damaged roads. Quality of roads in the village have been severally affected

mainly the two-wheelers due to the gravel transportation.

2. Mr.Sivanantham, Thellarampattu Village,

"He explained that his eight acres of land, situated half a kilometer
from the quarry, have been rendered uncultivable due to the severe water
shortage. He had previously grown crops on this land, but now it lies
barren. He ended his speech by highlighting the additional distress caused
by the intense vibrations resulting from the detonations, which worsen the

already dire situation.

3. Mr. Chairman of Panchayat Council, Thellarampattu Village,
He questioned why the public meeting was being held in Narayana

Mangalam instead of their own village. He pointed out that there are two
large mahals in Thellarampattu and his land is merely 100 meters away
from the quarry, with a well on it. Despite having three acres, he was only
able to harvest one acre due to the presence of the Quarries in that area. He
emphasized that if the quarry weren't there, he would have been able to
cultivate all three acres. Additionally, he mentioned that the road
constructed in 2023 is already severely damaged, causing lorries to speed by
and putting children's lives at risk as they walk to school. He expressed that
the situation has become terrible that they can't go for farming. He
concluded his speech by demanding that not only should the new quarry be

stopped, but the existing ones should also be shut down."

4. Mr. Sekar, Thellarampattu Villaggl

He explained that, In Thellarampattu, there are three wells and a

public drinking water lake, as well as two borewells, which serve as the
primary source of drinking water for the community. However, during the
Tamil months of Chithirai and Vaikasi, they face significant water scarcity.
He emphasized that the quarry has adversely affected not only their village
but also five surrounding villages. He stressed that the quarry provides no

benefits to them, and they are unwilling to sacrifice their livelihoods for the
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sake of gravel extraction. Therefore, he concluded his speech by reiterating

that they neither need nor want the quarry to be established.

5. Mr. Ganapathy, Thellarampattu Village,

He stated that despite digging wells as deep as 400 feet in their lake,
they are unable to find water. He complained that the quarry operators
unilaterally extract gravel using carts, without ever consulting or informing
the villagers. He reiterated that they strongly oppose the quarries presence,
as it has already severely impacted their access to water and their way of

life, he concluded.

6. The Public, Thellarampattu Village,

He suggested that rather than adjourning the meeting simply because
everyone is speaking out, we should take concrete action to address the

issues being raised.

7. Former Union Councilor, Thellarampattu Village,

He emphasized that the proposed quarry will impact five villages,
where agriculture is the primary source of livelihood. He warned that
quarrying will further deplete groundwater levels, causing wells to dry up
and affecting agriculture. The surrounding villages' drinking water projects
are connected to the Tellarampattu lake, which will be severely impacted if
quarrying begins. The water supply will be compromised, and the falling
water level will make it unsuitable for consumption. The lake's water and
surrounding land will become polluted, disproportionately affecting
Tellarampattu village. He wurged the authorities to conduct thorough
inspection, considering the opinions of the public, women, and villagers. He
stressed that the quarry will harm agriculture, the only livelihood option for
the villagers. Therefore, he requested that the authorities reject the quarry
proposal, prioritizing agriculture and public interest. He reiterated that 5-6
villages will be affected and appealed to the authorities to carefully consider

the consequences and provide a favourable response.
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8. Mr.Krishnan, Thellarampattu Village,

He stated that, ‘he owned 40 acres of land adjacent to the proposed
quarry, and his paddy crops were already being polluted. The quarry
activities are causing our houses to vibrate, posing a significant threat to
our homes and livelihoods. Therefore, we strongly oppose the establishment

of this quarry and urge you to reject it.

9. Mr.Poongavanam, Thellarampattu Village,

He informed that, three wells located in their village become dry due
to the operation of quarries. The lorry transportation due to the quarry
operation are affected the public in the villages including school children.
We need water for our crops and our survival. I implore you, please do not
permit this quarry. In fact, we demand that all existing quarries be closed.
We cannot sacrifice our water and our land. He concluded with strong

objection to this quarry.

10. Mr.The People, Thellarampattu Village,

He stated, 'The proposed quarry is merely half a kilometre away from
my land. With an existing quarry already nearby, the groundwater level is
continuously depleting. This will further worsen the problém, making it even
harder for us to access water. Therefore, we strongly object the
establishment of this new quarry. We cannot afford to have another quarry
in such close proximity, as it will only worsen our water crisis. He concluded

by saying “ we do not want this quarry” .

11.Mr.Gokulnathan, Thellarampattu Village,

He emphasized, 'The community is in unanimous agreement: we do
not want this quarry. I implore you to listen to our concerns and deny the
proposal. Additionally, we call for the immediate closure of existing quarries,
which have already been operating for five years and are set to reach their

permit expiration in July 2024. We will not accept any renewal of their

permits. I'm making it clear that we're willing to take bold action, including

protesting on the streets, to defend our livelihoods and our rights.



12. Mr.Vignesh, Thellarampattu Village,

He declared, 'I stand before you today as a representative of the
people, protesting against the quarry. 'We've come here today to make our
voices heard because our generation wants to live, to thrive, and to have a

future. We won't let this quarry to come.

13. Public, Thellarampattu Village,

He shared that the Poor road conditions, méking it difficult for
students to access to school. Water scarcity due to the depletion of the lake,
forcing reliance on just two wells in Thelarampattu, which are now
experiencing reduced water level. The quarry location increases the water
scarcity, impacting the agriculture. We are experiencing severe traffic
obstruction due to the quarry operations and considering these problems,
we categorically reject the quarry. We cannot afford to continue suffering

these negative consequences.

14. Mr. Ramesh, Thellarampattu Village,

He declared that the consequences of the quarry activities such as
Sand-carrying lorries polluting the environment. Reckless driving of gravel-
laden lorries, causing accidents. Quarry blasting, causing destruction to
houses, with five tiles falling off in a single incident. 'The quarry's operations
are dangerous to our community. We demand that it should be shut down
immediately. We do not need this quarry, and we will not tolerate its
harmful effects any longer.

The following 7 members of the public have expressed their
opinion in writing on the proposal of this Rough stone quarry. Among
the 7 members, 6 members have expressed their support and 1 member

has expressed their objection to the operation of this quarry.

S.No Name& Place Comment
1 Saravanan, Alliyanthal Village, Expressed support in favour of the
Chetpet Taluk, Tiruvannamalai proposed quarry
District.
2 V. Sathya, Alliyanthal Village, Expressed support in favour of the
Chetpet Taluk, Tiruvannamalai proposed quarry
District.




3 Palani, Alliyanthal Village, Expressed support in favour of the
Chetpet Taluk, Tiruvannamalai pfoposed quarry
District.

4 Senthil, Narayanamanagalam Expressed support in favour of the
Village, Tiruvannamalai District. | proposed quarry

S Village Public People, Expressed objection against the
Thellarampattu & Namathodu proposed quarry
Village, Chetpet Taluk,
Tiruvannamalai District.

6 K. Sridevi, Welfare for People Expressed support in favor of the unit
Foundation. 7

7 K. Ramakrishna, Mathru Sakthi | Expressed support in favor of the unit

Foundation.

As there were no views/comments raised further, District Environmental

Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai, with the

District Collector’s approval, has announced that the meeting came to an

end with the vote of thanks.

Enclosures:
Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily Newspaper

Tamil & English dated 27.07.2024for notifying the public hearing

1.

meeting.

The certificate issued by the Village Administrative Office for the Tom

and issue of notices.

Attendance sheet at the public hearing (Total pages 4 & 35 persons).

4. Audio & Video (DVD - Disc 1) of the public hearing proceedings.

Photographs of the public hearing \ Summary in English & Tamil,

submitted by the Project Proponent.

Petitions received through Public Hearing Meeting and social media- 7

numbers.

/¢

District Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruvannamalai.

XA
District Revenue Officer,
Tiruvannamalai.
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