MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING

. THE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE THREE PROPOSED

LIMESTONE MINES OF THE UNIT OF O/o. THE INDIA CEMENTS LIMITED

LOCATED IN CHINNAGOUNDANUR VILLAGE, SANKARI TALUK, SALEM

DISTRICT CONDUCTED ON 01.10.2024 AT 10:30 AM AT M/s RKS MAHAL,

KUPPANNUR, SANKAGIRI TO EDAPPADI MAIN ROAD, SALEM DISTRICT

.

THREE PROPOSED LIMESTONE MINES:

PROJECT 1: -

PROJECT IIl: -

PROJECT IIl: -

Participants:

M/s. THE INDIA CEMENTS LIMITED FOR THE PROPOSED

*MOTHAIYANUR LIMESTONE MINE - (G.0.NO.211) OVER AN

EXTENT OF 50.84 HA LOCATED AT S.F. NO.15/1, 16/2, 18,
19/3, 19/4, 19/5B, 20/2B, 21, 22/1, 23/2, 23/3A, 24/2, 24/3, 24/4,
25/2, 25/3, 25/4, 32, 33/1A, 34/1, 34/5, 371, 37/3, 37/4, 50/8,
50/9, 50/10, 51/2B, 51/3, 52/6B, 52/7B, 54/3B, 55/4, 62/4, 62/5,
64/4A, 67/1A, 68/1, 1654/1, 154/2 IN CHINNAGOUNDANUR
VILLAGE, SANKARI TALUK, SALEM DISTRICT.

M/s THE INDIA CEMENTS LIMITED FOR THE PROPOSED
MOTHAIYANUR LIMESTONE MINE, (G.0.1086) OVER AN
EXTENT OF 4.86.5 HA LOCATED AT S.F. NO. 17, 23/1, 24/1,
25/1, 33/1B (P), 33/2, 33/3, 33/4, 51/2B (P), 52/5(P), 153/2 IN
CHINNAGOUNDANUR\VlLLAGE, SANKARI TALUK, SALEM
DISTRICT.

M/s THE INDIA CEMENTS LIMITED FOR THE LIMESTONE
QUARRY, (G.0.76) OVER AN EXTENT OF 8.00.5 HA
LOCATED AT S.F.NO. 48, 63 AND 66 |IN
CHINNAGOUNDANUR VILLAGE, SANKARI TALUK, SALEM
DISTRICT.

1. Tmt. N.Loganayaki :  Revenue Divisional Officer,

Sankari

2. Thiru K.Udayakumar - District Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control‘ Board,
- Salem



3. Tmt. K.Sumithra Bai . Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Mettur.
4. Thiru K.Ajaigokul . Assistant Engineer,
' Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Mettur.
5. Project proponents and . As mentioned in the attendance
Public (copy of the attendance is enclosed)
Project Proponent:
1. M/s The India Cements Limited : Proprietor
2. Thiru. P.Giri . Project Consultant,
M/s Creative Engineers & Consultant,
Chennai

Disfrict Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Salem:

At the outset, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, welcomed the respected Revenue Divisional Officer, Sankari, the
project proponents, the consultant, Public and the Press people who have attended
the public hearing for obtaining the Environmental Clearance for the three proposed
Mothaiyanur Limestone Mines of the unit of M/s The India Cements Limited located in
Chinnagoundanur village, Sankari Taluk, Salem District.

Based on the application submitted by the unit in the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) for the above three mines, Terms of Reference
(ToR) was issued by the State Level Environment impact Assessment Authority and has
instructed to conduct Public Hearing and submit the proceedings of the same.

The public notice has been published in Daily Newspaper Dinathanthi (Tamil) and
The New Indian Express (English) on 24.08.2024. The Executive Summary and EIA
report of the above said projects are kept in the village Government Offices premises
and also Pamphlets were issued to the public with respect to the Public Hearing.
| Presentation will be given by the Project Consultant after that the public are
requested to furnish their views / remarks regarding this project, by telling their name
and village. The public can also furnish their views as written representation. The

recorded video along with written representations will be submitted to the State
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Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) for further action and has

requested the consultant to explain the project.

Technical Presentation by Thiru. P. Giri, M/s. Creative Engineers & Consultant,

Chennai.

The Project consultant of the project has made a technical power point
presentation briefing the project of proposed three Limestone Mining of the unit of

M/s The India Cements Limited.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Salem:

The DEE, TNPCB, Salem has requested the public to furnish their views /

remarks regarding this project, by telling their name and their village.

1. Thiru. Senthilkumar, Mothaiyanur:

My greeting to the officials present here, my Name is Senthilkumar | am

coming from the nearby area of Mothaiyanur mines. There are 50 households
located nearby to the Mothaiyanur mines which has no roads previously. Now the
unit of M/s The India Cements has laid roads to us. They provided us Cement
and other materials for temple construction and other festivals. We request, the
unit authorities to continue to provide the necessary cement, stone, soil, etc. for
the maintenance of temples and road facilities for the people around the mines in
the future.

As the unit is doing social service for us, we will always give the support to

them.

2. Thiru. Silambagounder, Mothaiyanur:
My greeting to the Government officials and Public present here. My Name is

Silambagounder, Mothaiyanur, My village is located between Mothaiyanur Mine
— North and Mothaiyanur Mine — South. The people are mostly farmers. From
1963 onwards The India Cements unit has been running and they have provided
us sand and stones for the public. | request to renéw and provide the livelihood to
the people of our Village.

As Senthilkumar said, the unit has done social services such as Eye camp, 9

Tons of Cement for temple construction. | request the unit to provide contract job



for the people of our village to improve our livelihood. Previously, the unit has
given contract job for the farmers in 1965. |

They helped us in tipper transportation. During blasting, rocks will falls on our
lands and they will announce during blasting. We heard that the shareholders of
the company have changed. Even if the shareholders change, the officers will
remain the same. We have faith in them in helping us to improve the livelihood of
our people.
. Thiru. R.Shaktivel, Padaiveedu:
My greeting to the Government officials and Public present here. My name is

R.Shaktivel. | was born and brought up in the Mothaiyanur Panchayat. Now | am

residing in Padaiveedu village. The cement plant was constructed in 1963, Thiru.
N. Srinivasan has brought this industry in this area due to that many families are
in good sjtuation today. All their children have studied and now become Doctors
and Collectors.

During 1965, about 5000 laborers were working in Mothaiyanur mines. As the
mines were not operated for 10 to 15 yeafs surrou|nding people got affected.
They provided roads for transportation and also provided water sprinkling system
to control the dust emission. In my opinion restarting of mining would be better for
the poor people. The unit authority provides Cement, stones for the construction
of homes. The livelihoods of 10000 households have been lifted due to the India
cements. Hence, No objection for the mines. Thank you.

. Thiru. Ravichandran ICL INTUC Union Chairman:

Greeting to the everyone present here. The unit was established in 1963 and

many families has worked in the mines. The unit authorities has provided stones
& Sand, Schools, education for children. Gratuity has been issued to retired 100,
200 persons by the HR Dept. Hence, | hope that the unit will support all in future.
Thank you.

. Thiru. P.K.Somasundar, Pachampalayam, Padaiveedu:

| grew up in Moolakatanur, Mothaiyanur. It has been 66 years since this mine
has started which resulted in the employment for youth in factory & mines. India
Cements Company is an example for the growth of transport industry in this area.
They have planted many trees to reduce pollution and provided water source-for
the public. Our request are to built extra tanks and provide us water through

tankers. No objection for setting up of mines. Thank you.



6. Tmt. Vasantha Jayamurugan, Appu Nagar, Mothaiyanur:

Greeting to the everyone present here, My name is Vasantha Jayamurugan,
from Appu Nagar Mothaiyanur. Since 1963 the unit of India Cements unit has
been operating here. Many villages around the plant are benefited by this plant.
Many families are benefited directly and indirectly through this plant and through
the mines. The unit has planted many trees in the mining area. The unit has
provided education to the children of the surrounding villages by the means of
M/s Balavidhyalaya & M/s Sankar Higher Secondary School, more than 1000
students have been benefiting from this. Also, providing necessary assistance to
schools through various social responsibility projects. The unit has been using

controlled Blasting for Mining work that results no disturbance to the public. The

“unit has provided tar Roads for the general public. Hence, No Objection for the

issuing Environmental Clearance to Mothaiyanur & Chinnagoundanur Mines.

. Thiru. Arumugam, Karumapurathanur:

| live next to the Karumapurthanur mine. India Cements is now celebrating its
75" anniversary, the company came to Sangakiri as second company. During
that period, there were about 100 AdiDravidiar families located in the
Karumapurathanur mining location, where I3t Block of the mines is located
presently. Due to the people resilience for relocation the company faced so
many difficulties. At that time unit authority Madhav Rao, Sendraya Gounder and
his brother Kumarasamy Gounder, My father Kandhan has negotiated with them
and relocated around 50 families.

From 1960s onwards people for the surrounding are working hard for the
company. They involved in more physical work. Nowadays with the help of
Machinery it has produced thousands of tons of cement resulting in expansion of
the unit. The unit has not given job for the people who have gave their land and
retired from the company after 30 to 40 years. No preference has been given for
the local people living around the mines. Contract labourers has been employed
from Salem, Kumarapalayam, Erode and Veppadai. My father met an accident
before his retirement and has broken his leg, fracture in 2 places and took
Medical leave and has not taken any Compensation for the injury because in his
opinion the village of Karumapurathanur and Sankari got developed because of

the commissioning of The India Cements.



My father asked for a successor job for myself, Thiru. S.K. Palaniappan
General Secretary of INTUC Industrial Association and myself has given the
letter in Chennai. Till date there is no response. However | asked a job for my
son, no response for it. The company is the main reason for economic progress
of our people. We don't do it for selfish reasons.

All we ask is that people in the neighbourhood should be given priority in
employment opportunities. Silamba Gounder also insisted the same. We are
supporting and helped the company in many difficult situation and we wish to do
so the same. Because of our people’s hard work the company has grown in such
large area, now around 15 companies under production. _

My father was a member of INTUC. We gave a letter to India Cements asking
for a contract, | sent it by registered post, at‘that time Thiru. Athmaraman sir was
the PRO, even though it reached to the VP sir & PRO- Security office, | did not
receive the acknowledgment card and they have returned the letter. My father
worked in that company for 30, 40 years, faced many hardship carried soil on his
head, used bullock carts to collect soil, and took contracts. Why shouldn't
contract given to those who have worked for 30 years after falling down and
breaking their arms and legs and even paying for medical bills in retirement? We
gave the application asking for a contract it is painful to see that théy has send
back that application. We have given that letter because we gave them our land,
we worked for 32 years, and has vacated 100 Adi Dravidian families. Are we are
not qualified enough for them to even read that letter?

- The company has given many concessions to the general public, medical
camp and water facility. As Kumar said the unit has done many social service
such as donation to the temple ponds. Our demand is to give priority to the
vsurrounding people in employment opportunities, give contracts and improve their

livelihoods.

8. Thiru. Subramani, Karumapurathanur:

My greeting to the Government officials present here. | came from
Karumapurathanur close to the mines and blasting area. We are in cooperation with
that company in such situation. | was born in the year 1966 and the company was
started in the year 1963, till now the company is going well. We are in cooperation

with the .company. The company is also supporting us by giving donation to the



temple, providing water facility for agriculture. At present due to some reasons it was
stopped and now we are using river water. This Public Hearing is conducted,
whether to give permit for Mothaiyanur Mines. There is another mine in
Veera_chipalayam and Karumapurathanur. Loads from the 2 mines are passed
through the road located in Karumapurathanur. Initially only 15 ton-17 ton carried by
the trucks. At present, more than 30 tons are transported in the truck, results in road
damage. We have spoken to the company officials to lay the road and they have
said that they will lay it. We have seen in the paper news that the management has

changed, they are saying that they can do it after new administration comes.

The road condition is very bad at present. If you want to know it, you can visit the
road from company to mines. The unit authorities are well aware of the road
conditions and they are sill utilizing it. My age now is 60 years to my knowledge the
new road has not been laid till date just patch work is done. The lifetime of a road is
7 years or 10 years. But so far, the company administration has not done anything to
lay the road, their motive is production only. We don't have any issues with the ICL

rﬁanagement, give permission for them, but the road maintenance is very bad.

| am aware that this is a public hearing, officials listen to the view of people not
giving reply what is the use in that? we are saying that the road is not right, you
should talk to the authorities about this issue and sort out for us, right? Presently the
unit has new officials they don't know the help we have done for the company. There
is no alternative road in that area. When | was young, | went to an hospital in Erode
for wheezing complaint and said to the Doctor that | reside near this unit, the doctor
said that this happens to many people due to dust allergy and advised not to live
there. Since it's my native place | don't know where to go. We don't have- any
objection in running or continuing these mines, operation of these mines results in

development of our area.

Another thing is around 2000-3000 workers were employed in the mines in which

75 % of them are people from the surrounding region but if we look it now around 80

to 90 % of the workers are from the outside the Salem District. Hence the unit

authorities should consider the locals during employment.

The contract driver told that while driving on that road, the main leaf spring gets
cut and the under parts of the vehicle are damaged. | request the officials to discuss
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and give us solution of the issue, there is no objection in giving permission to the

project. Thank you.

9. Thiru. Kandasamy, President, Sankari Lorry Owners Association:

My name is Kandasamy President, Sankari Lorry Owners Association. Greeting
to the officials, unit authorities & public present here. Last year we attended the
public hearing and given petitions but the plant management didn’t concerned about
that they were looking with profit motive only. It has been 75 years since the plant
started since then we are engaging with the company starting from mines to cement
production delivery. During the production of cement , poliution to the surrounding 10
kilometers area causing problems for the public and agriculture. These problems

were discussed through association and we resolved them.

From 30.09.2021 onwards, they have suddenly stopped giving load, the officials
from the unit has given wrong ideas to the Head office that transport tariff can be
reduced by increasing the load resuits in overloading , where 60 Tons of load has
been carried in 30 ton capacity. The unit authorities said not to intervene when we
seize an overloaded vehicle. Every time the association intervened their view has
been neglected. People gave their land for 10,000 rupees & 15,000 rupees for the

company.

There are about 400 trucks ie; 2000 families depend on this. We gave a strike
notice to the company as the plant is in Namakkal District the RDO, Thiruchengode
conducted a Peace Committee Meeting 6 months ago, officers from Chennai & ICL
officials attended the meeting. The unit authorities agreed for the grievance of giving
us load. However, they take 3 days for loading the vehicle and 3 days for unloading
the same they intentionally avoiding us thereby giving the job to outsiders for
overloading and make profit from it. We told the management due to overloading

accidents happens causing loss of life.

We are not in any intention to create law and order problem for our cause so we
came for this public hearing to notify the management about our grievance. It is to
inform that it has been an unwritten rule that if a plant is operating in an area, priority
should be given to lorry owners in that area. Please give us load based on the old

system if they neglected our demands means we will definitely go for a state wise



l"
strike by uniting all the lorry owner's association in Tamil Nadu to get our right.

Thank you.

10.Thiru. Sathish, Hyderabad:

My name is Sathish, Environmental activisf. Greetings to everyone present
here. | request the government to take steps to solve the problems immediately and
sanction more funds to creaté employment and houses for the people living in the
surrounding. | request for a sustainable development to this town. He requested the
unit authorities to grow more trees and protect them in the future.

| humbly request to give environmental clearance immediately without imposing
any restrictions on them. Bank Loan shall be given to the unit for their‘ operation. |

request the governmént officials to renew the EC. Thank you sir.

11.Thiru.A.Manickam, Sankari Panchayat Councillor:

Greeting to the Government Officials & Public present here. My name is
Manickam, Sankari Panchayat Councillor, | retired from the The India Cements after
working for 41 years. During the period of late Thiru. M.R.Venkatraman, Finance
Minister of Tamil Nadu later President of India this plant was laid foundation in 1962.
The unit authorities with the help from Thambigounder & Muthugounder,
Mothiayanur, bought the land from the people & Farmers and provided employment
for the public surrounding the areas. Later due to financial distress they forced the
workers for voluntary retirement. Even though the union opposed the decisions and
activities of the unit, due to the livelihood of the people eventually they accepted it.
As Sankari Lorry Owner's Associations said the unit has 3 or 4 lorry brokers for
transportation of their product with local vehicle, as the unit has no transportation
service for their own. Lately, the unit authorities aimed to make a profit by reducing
the tariff of the transportation by increasing the load. So they included their own
vehicles for overload transport. These activities from the unit side has been intervene
and strongly opposed by the Association. Today most of the local transportation has
not been utilized eventually it become burden for the owner, unable fo bear the debt,

which ends in scrap.:

The Karumapurathanur plant road was laid 15 years ago still no n‘ew road has

been laid. It needs urgent repair & maintenance as it is the only road for the people



of the Mothaiyanur, Veerachipalyam & Thevur villages of Sankari. Authorities should

verify whether fund has been allocated for the maintenance of the above said road.

A Hospital should be commissioned around the mines like old times, because
even for the First-aid, workers and public need to travel 5 Kms from the
Mothaiyanur, Reddipalayam, Veerachipalayam to the Hospital which has been
located inside the plant. So a hospital is must for the people living nearby to the
mines. We are not objecting for the commissioning of the mines but it should not
damage the environment and livelihood of the surrounding areas. Because of the
existence of this industry people living in Namakkal, Tiruchengode and Sangakiri will

develop.

Last year, during bonus negotiation we union members asked Thiru N. Srinivasan
Managing Director for succession work for the heirs of the employees in future it will
be taken in to consideration. But we don’t know about the recruitment details of the
selected people from outside. Substantial number of graduates is in the surrounding
areas doing ordinéry works. So we request work for the locals. Further, there is no
guarantee for the contract labour job, if he does any mistake means the contract
labour has been fired by the unit without any laws/ rules at that instance. Before M/s
HSH, Karur Contract Company there was a contract company named M/s. MPL from
Chennai which did the contract service for the mines. Earlier they provide gratuity for
the contract workers now it has been stopped. There is no response from the unit
side and the agency side. The contract workers even don't have mandatory benefits.
Hence the RDO & TNPCB should consider our demands and prevent the pollution in

these areas.

Social security should be provided to those who in cooperation for the plant,
steps should be taken to give gratuity properly to the contract workers. Donation has
to be given for those who have completed five years of work on the basis of the .
Gratuity Act, necessary services requested by the locals should be provided by the

unit authorities as done before. Thank you.

12.Thiru.Thangavel, Goundanur:

Greeting to the Officials, unit authorities, lorry association, public present here. In
1970, we gave 17 acres of our land next to Karumapurthanur mine. Based on that

they gave me a job. | retired after servicing 44 years from the plant. Earlier high
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school was situated in Pallakapalayam & Sankari, no high school was located in the
surrounding area. The unit authorities helped our people for admission in Sankari
High School. The management provided cement for nearby local temples. But
people in PRO department has favoured for some person. The new admistration has
to intervene with this activities. The company has taken a list of 60 or 70 people who

provided the land for the company. -

As lorry association said we talked to them many times in Thiruchengode, they
said that we have given them to the dealer. It is difficult to provide wages like
Rs.1000/- or Rs.1200/- for driver as it takes 3 days for loading & 3 days for
unloading. This issue has been discussed in the last meeting in Thiruchengode, the
management said it will be sort out in 3 mbnths time. It is also taken into
consideration in last public hearing of ICL, Karumapurathanur. Till now no action has
been taken. The unit authorities has given the contract to M/s Sharadha Logistics.
When they asked about load there is no response from their side. Where will lorry

drivers go? There is no objection in giving EC to the project but our demands to be

meant. Thank you.

13. Thiru Nallathambi, Goundanur

Greetings to the officers, administration and public present here. My name is
Nallathambi. My residence is from Karumapuratanur and that is where | was born.
During our grandfather's time they gave our land to India Cements. At that time, they
gave jobs to all the locals. Our father also worked in India Cements. After that he
was retired. | studied till 12th in India Cements School. After coming out | was
involved in the truck business. | have been in the truck business since then. | have
been driving a truck with India Cements for 15 years. For these 2 years we have not
been given truck loads. The management has given contracts to the dealers and told
them to pick up the load through that office. Before that the unit gave the load
through the Lorry Owners Association, Sankari. They would buy the load and give us
a pass. For these two years, we have not been given any load. Even during the
corona time, Wé have driven the truck for this administration but now they are giving
loads to out-of-town trucks. There were 2000 families who owned 500 trucks that

were running but they pushed out these 500 trucks. Now we have scrapped the
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Lorries and now we have only 50 Lorries and we are asking that 50 lorries shouid be

loaded. But they give us load only to 10 trucks.

They charge 30 ton, 40 ton and 50 ton as overloaded and thereby reducing our
rent by at least 30%. We are still driving in that case the unit doesn’t give our wages
for 90 days to 100 days. Driving like that a truck leaves 2000 rupees to the driver and
we invest at least 9000 rupees for those 2000 rupees. We invest 9000 rupees for
remaining 2000 rupees and that we will get it only after 3 months. Moreover, they are
suppressing us. | request the new administration to give load to the local people to

increase their livelihood.

14.Thiru. Mugilan, Chinnamalai:

Greeting to everyone present here for this Public Hearing presided by the RDO,
Sankari, which is conducted by the DEE, TNPCB, Salem for the unit of M/s The India
Cements, having total area 160 Acre. My name is Mugilan, Coordinator of M/s Tamil
Nadu Environment Protection Movement, my native is Chinnamalai, Karur District. |
am one of the member in the Thiru. Sagyam, IAS committee during 2014-15
constituted for illegal Granite quarry mining by the Hon'ble Supreme Cout & High
Court.

Sankari Lorry Owners Association gave their petition to the District Environmental

Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Salem.

Thiru. Nallathambi, Goundanur:

The public present here should know, the management has stopped water and

power supply facilities to the lorry drivers in the stand and they were treated harshly.

Thiru. Mugilan, Chinnamalai:

The public hearing is not an election to vote whether this limestone mine is
needed or not, the Company itself . informed that the operation of these three
limestone mines in an area of 160 acres will cause severe air pollution, noise
pollution, soil pollution and water pollution. In this EIA report, they have given 800-
page report how are they going to fix it all and what are the effects on humans,
animals, birds, reptiles, plants and trees. In the presentation shown by the

management they have discussed certain points only.| am here to explain about
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whether it is possible to operate this quarry or not? Based on the facts and

documents given by the management.

First, the public hearing meeting in Namakkal, Dindigul, Tirupur, Karur,
Coimbatore are infromed by advertising it in posters so that everyone can see it.
However, the VAO of this village doesn’t know about this meeting. If that is the case
means, how do you inform about the public hearing to the public? Here people who

are connected with this quarry one way or another will attend.

Due to this quarry, around 10 km area of Mothaiyanur, Chinnamothaiyanur and
Gopalapuram will get affected. The VAO, Chinnagoundanur does not aware of the
such events means it's not acceptable. The District administration should step on
and regulate such things. If we aware of such things means we would inform to
SEIAA Chairman & MS of TNPCB. In future, the public hearing should be held in
transparent manner. As the cost for conducting the public hearing has been already
remitted from the Company in lakhs. It only cost Rs. 2000/~ for just 100 nos of
posters. Posters can be pasted in and around the areas where public Hearing is

held. People in surrounding region will know about it.

The plant has started in 1963 and crossed 70 years. The unit’s project area is not
sub divided it shows in part, even a general public can get his land subdivided into
15/1, 15/2. We cannot understand what is Part? Because we cannot find out in |
vilage map of Google Earth. Already the same unit was fined for carrying out
unauthorised mining operation by filing case against it by the TNPCB. So it is
necessary for the company to ‘make an appropriéte sub division without part. So that

people will aware of it.

The unit hasn't submitted the Mining plan in this report, around 30 documents out
of 45 documents has not been submitted from the management side. Even a small
scale quarry unit in Karur has produced all the documents. The mining' Plan
comprises of the Latitude & Longitude of the site and corner stone. The Project
Consultant was called and requested to give KML file to view the direction of the
mining site, location of houses, canals, pathways and Government rules. How will we
check the above by not producing the KNL? If the project cohsultancy had given the

KML means | will show the entire details of this project. When | asked about this to
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an unit employee in Tirunelveli he also acknowledged it. | request the authorities to

Black List the company which is purposely not disclosing the details of the project.

There is no issue in the survey no S.F. No. 48, 63 & 64 mentioned inv GO.76. But
in the G.O. 211 (127 Acre) and G.O. 1086 (12 Acre) the Survey no is not situated ad
jointly. As per Major Mineral act & Minor Mineral Act 1956, enforced in Tamil Nadu in
1959 states there should be continuity between the quarry. In G.O. 211 & G.0.1086
the site is located in different location and it is violation with the law, there is no
continuity. As the current unit's administration doesn’t follow these rules, will the new
administration under Adani follow it? Only G.O. 76 satisfy the requirements and

eligible for permission.

The Hon'ble NGT has given criteria for the new/existent Brick Kiln units that it
should not be located within 800 meters from the household. For this type of

Limestone mines the criteria is 300 meters. In the powerpoint presentation they

'shown that no household located in the 300 meters but they have not provided

village map in this report. The location of Mothaiyanur Quarry in survey no 53,54 33
& 32 lies adjacent to the village. The same unit in Mannur, Tirunelveli has opposed
the construction of Government Art College in Government land at a cost of Rs.11
crores even though they doesn't operate that mine during at that time they have
stopped the construction of the college. Already Rs. 7 crores has been spent on that
government project. So it is clear that when a quarry is located in an area results no
construction of other project like house vice versa. Here, within 10 meters
Mothaiyanur Grama Natham is located but there should be 300 meters (1000 feet)
gap. That's why village map is not produced here they have shown only combined
sketch.

There should be no residence in 300 meters from blasting site because the
blasting can cause damage to buildings, accident to people. For example in Aviyur
village in Virudhunagar due to blasting 5 person died in that accident and damage
felt in 3 Km surroundings. Due to the blasting operation of the unit of M/s
Vijayalakshmi Quarry, Kodangipalayam, Palladam cracks have been developed in
the Airport building in Sulur which is located 3.5 Km from the site. People may say
no issue for the mining operation. But the unit in its mining plan report clearly states

that mining operation will be carried out in Mothaiyanur East and West side of the
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road. As they already stopped the Government project in Mannur because of 300
meters criteria. Here they will oppose the construction of new houses by the same
reason and will destroy the livelihood of the surrounding region. Mothaiyanur village
is located in 300 meters form S.F.No. 37 and Puthur village is located from S.F.No.
38,42,43. In village map Grama Natham is located in 150 Meters. As residences are
located -in the SF.No. 53,56,51 of Mothaiyanur and 300 meters from S.F.No.
38,42,43 new mining plan should be proposed and fresh public hearing should be

conducted since all the three quarries‘cdmes under this criteria within 300 meters.

The Survey department has issued an order 02.09.2024 based on that the
District Collector, Erode and Assistant Director, Survey has given the GPS report in
that the approved land, plot, houses will be issued based on the village map ,Survey
map & A- Register. As the revenue officials know in land classification if it is
indicated the site has plot or house means it always be the same. The District
collector, Namakkal on 15.07.2024 has issued that in UDR and Natham Land
records any house, damaged or demolished house means it will be recorded as the
pfopert_y initial condition. The UDR map shown is based on 1979-1986 period. Also
Public Information Officer/Assistant Commissioner, Industries as per revenue G.O.
26 Sec 15 even when the Nilaviyal Path and Nilaviyal canal is located in patta land it
is considered as government property in case of encroachment means the RDO has
the power delegation of it. Whereas in G.O. 1086 in S.F.No. 17 both canal and
pathways are situated, also in S.F.No. 23,24 canal situated, pathways are situated
in the 127 acre Quarry in S.F.No. 18,19 as per revenue records. There éhould be 10
meters gap for the pathways but it is shown there was no gap for it. In S.F.no. 51,50
there is pathway. In the GO1086 where houses are located in 300 meters from
S.F.No. 17,23(1), 24(1) and crematorium in 50 meters. As per the Criteria permission

it can't be issued.

SEIAA has issued clearance for 250 project which are violated the rules out of
the 300 project where we participated public Hearing during this Government ruling
period. We gone for struggle for this in Chennai and 500 members were jailed. The
Principal Secretary for Government has given assurance that action will be taken for
the violated projects. We had a meeting with SEIAA officials for 1.5 hrs and meeting

with Thiru. Senthil Kumar IAS Principal Secretary, Environment, Forest and Climate
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Change and Thiru. Raghu Nath, MS,SEIAA who has given us assurance to regulate

this matter.

A crematorium was located in S.F.N0.48 of G.O 76. There will be no crematorium
when the mines operate. In S.F.No. 66,683 there lies an vehicle pathway so there
must be 10 meters gap, if tar road is laid means 50 meters gap should be given as
per Mineral act. Since there is no gap given for the pathway and 50 meter gap
between mines and crematorium, they will encroach the crematorium land. So it is

not possible for giving permission and they should remove all the encroachments.

The Government has laid out many orders for the Water bodies, this quarry will
be situated in 200 feet (75 meters) deep. As per the TNPCB & You 2020 book in
Page no. 251 issued by the TNPCB states that over exploit of Ground water in
Sankari East & West region. This will result intrusion of sea water, the entire ground
water has been gone. | think the consultant will not deny any of this. Suriyamalai
Reserve Forest is located in the northern part of 15 and 16 of the G.0.211. They say
there is a gap of about 60 meters between site and forest but the actual distance is
10 meters (190 feet) when it is seen on Google Earth. If they shown Corner Stone
we will show this right now. The management is not new for public Hearing if the
submit correct documents to public we can clearly showcase their violation. Hence

the unit has also violated in the forest act.

| don't know what will happen if the mines gone to Adani. M/s ACC had gone, all
the workers there was sent home machinery was scrapped. MNC will not consider

the demands or grievance of the people.

As per Tamil Nadu Rural Road Development Project, in Mothaiyanur Panchayat
from 2018-19 around Rs. 23.4 lakhs was spent to lay a road of 2.25 Km distance
from Pandiyan Medu to Senkattur. But when you look at the road condition now you
can’'t see tar in it. The India Cements vehicle has been utilizing this roads, it is a
Government road it must have the life of at least 8 years but that it got only 4 years
of life. Locals will hesitate to speak against the company, the unit has done

fraudulent on the tax amount of the public.

Based on the Supreme Court order, the Highways Department Minister Thiru.
Nithin Gadgari, has issued an direction on 26.07.2023 which has been placed in all
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Government office including RTO offices that vehicles which has more than 10 Tons
of load shouldn’t be allowed to use in village roads. But they say 40 tons overload
vehicles has been utilizing the roads. MDR and National highways has given
instruction to use axle for wheeler, In which 18 tons load will be carried by 6 wheeler,
28 tons load will be carried by 12 wheeler, 36 tons load will be carried by16 wheeler.
But they are carrying 90 Tons. Lorry owner shall know that there is no road to handle
48 tons of load. But in NH we can see 100 Tons Weight station. Roadways results
20% revenue for the Government. If they regulate this overload problem means it
will create new employment for 100 I.orry drivers. Transport office impose fine of Rs.
20000/- per ton and Rs 2000/- for every additional tons for overload vehicle but they
never catch this unit vehicles, only general public has to suffer. Overloading vehicles
can be punished as per Central Motor Vehicles act 1988 Criminal Charges can be
filed against them under Section 113,113(3),114,194. The management force the
drivers to involve in overloading activities. As the unit involving in such activities such

as damaging road by overloading, so authorities must cancel their license for

damaging public property.

People may say the management has provided cement, stones and sand for
temples. There is no PF, ESI, Insurance for temporary workers, in that case as the
new administration under Adani will not hear for the demands of locals, which can

be witnessed in the area where adani group ventured.

These 3 quarries doesn't follow any of the siting criteria such as 300 meters for
houses, 50 meters for canals, 10 meters for pathways, 50 meters for public roads.
Public says due to operation of quarry we suffer from Asthma and other. We live
near SIPCOT, Perundurai due to this the area high rate of Cancer patients. Each
household has one cancer patient. We struggle for 30 years about this and finally the
District Collector and Hon'ble Minister Muthusamy has agreed for setup 100 cancer
camp around the areas. 17 people have died due to cancer in an village of 30
households. In India, 90% of diabetes occurs because of air pollution which can be
said to be B 2 type sugar. Last week 6 year child having diabetics came to the public
hearing held in Karur. Only 25% of Cement produced Tamilnadu in areas like
Ariyalur & Perambalur District has not been utilized by Tamilnadu. Collectors are

appointed for 2 areas and the same procedure is followed in Karur, Tirunelveli and
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Virdhunagar District. The Cement produced in Tamilnadu was cheap in Delhi but it is

costlier in Tamil Nadu.

There should not be intervals between the quarries. Houses can't be built in the
areas of Pudhur, Gopalapuram,if the quarry gets extended. The India Cements did
the same in Manoor village in Tirunelveli. We are not talking about a private
company. If there is a house, there should not be a quarry. If there is a quarry there
should not be a house that is the point. So quarrying cannot be allowed there
because all the houses have come up there before the quarrying. As per the rule,
they have said that Green Aran will plant 35000 trees, 200 trees per acre in their
mining plan. Around 159 acres for this mine alone, 160 acres means around 32000
trees for this quarry alone. It should be said that when this quarry is renovated every
5 years, so many trees should be planted. If it runs for 30 years, trees should be
planted 6 times that is 32000x6 around two lakh trees should be planted. They have
only planted a total of 35000 trees for this one quarry. The unit doesn't plant trees as
. said in the environmental management plan EMP and from its 2% of the CSR fund.
TamilNadu government took the tax money of the people to plant 2.5 crore trees
(last year) and 7.5 crore trees this year. But these companies are deceiving the
government, the people and the environment by not planting the trees as they said
they would plant. Appropriate action should be.taken on it. In 2022 Mr. Vineeth, the
District Collector, Tiruppur cancelled the lease of Mr. Ramakrishna Stone Quarry in
Kodangaipalayam because as they didn't plant trees. You have the authority to
monitor all this as it affects people and future generations. When the quarry is mined
75 meter 220 feet and 230 feet, landslides will occur have like Wayanad. In 2010
Madhava Gadgil from the Western Ghats Study Group formed by the Union
Government, predicted that there will be land sliding in Wayanad for 3 days. Neutrino
case was pending. Adjacent to the Tamil Nadu Western Ghats, has 147 dangerous
land sliding places in India and they announced that there are 6 places in Tamil
Nadu. So last week, the building next to the collector's office in Tirupur
Nachipalayam shaked which was felt around the radius of 3 km. In Karur, Dindigul,
Tenkasi and Kodaikanal the land is getting divided in the middle of the mountain. It is
fine if you mine 20 feet, 30 feet up as far as the land is concerned, but when you
mine up to 250 feet 300 feet the entire path plate gets affected.. There is no one who
listens to this, so when we talk about something that can affect this land? people? for
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future generations?. All of them said that they are not willing to hand over the entire
road to the panchayat. If they hand it over to the panchayat, they will check whether
the quality achieved as per the law or not. The government act comes in. Why don't
they hand it over to the panchayat, they can do whatever they want, there is a role of
the people in it. In many places where roads used to be people's footpaths and cart
paths. Therefore, the government should take control of all the roads outside the
mine. Only if it is taken, it can be observed properly. Till now India Cements owned
the property, from now on it will be taken by the Adani group, in what way it is fair.
Will the government work for Adani? It is such a question, that all streams, roads,
revenue forest, ground water resources are all for Adani, there is nothing but
destruction of this country. Today the officials are talking when iam here. | will leave
but the people who are living in this area do not know anything. If it is a company,

they will not tell any,tkuth and to make some profit.

~

The project consultant from the Creative Engineers has disclosed many
documents. The quarry for the Adani shouldn't be opened. Consultants will give to
SEIAA around 1.5 lakh to normal quarry per acre, 10 lakhs per acre for limestone
quarry, 50 lakhs per acre for granite quarry and 5 crores for a factory. Now, the
people's struggle has ended by giving petitions all over Tamilnadu last week. We
have studied hard and had came to power. | also worked as an engineer in public
works department. So officials, you have to do your job according to what the law
says. The so-called quarry should be operated based on the criteria by government
regulations, mineral regulations, minor mineral regulations and major mineral
regulations. Legal permission cannot be given to these 3 quarries as there are
houses around 300 meters in violation of the rules, streams and graveyards within
50 meters, footpath and carriageway within 10 meters and public road within 50
meters. So the authorities should tell all this to the people as awareness. Henceforth
the opinion gathering should be transparent and honest and public hearing should be
done as like the Karur district. The madam worked in Karur is the JCEE for the
Salem now.l They are campaigning with vehicles in every town for the opinion which
VAO itself is not aware of. There will be posters in front of all government offices,
ration shops, canteens, schools and VAO offices.. So | ask that such a practice
should be implemented here. Again it was reported that out of 45 types of

documents 30 types of documents are missing. Inform SEIAA and your departmental
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authorities that all those documents should be attached. | ask that everything should

be transparent and honest. Thank you for the opportunity.

District Environmental Engineer, Salem

The public can also submit their views:in writing here. On behalf of the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, | would like to express my gratitude to all those who

attended the public hearing. Thank you

District Environmental Engineer, ivisional Officer
Tamil Nadu Poliution Control Board, Sankari
Salem

ceh,ﬁ»_mm \»\y\? \O\M
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