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’ MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR
OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH
STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY OVER AN EXTENT OF 3.78.0 HA, AT S.F.NO
110/3, 110/4, 110/5, 127/1 AND 127/2 OF KODANGIPATTI VILLAGE,
BODINAYAKANUR TALUK, THENI DISTRICT HELD ON 03.09.2024, 10.00 IN
BELL HALL, KODANGIPATTTY VILLAGE, BODINAYAKANUR TALUK, THENI
DISTRICT

Present:-
Thiruvalargal:-
1. | Tmt.R.Shajeevana,l.A.S., District Collector, Theni District.
2. | Tmt.S.Dhatchayini, B.Tech., Revenue Divisional Officer,

Uthamapalayam

3. | Er.T.P.Viswanathan,M.Tech., M.B.A.,| District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Theni District.

4. | Thiru.C.Udhayan Assistant Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Theni District.

5. | Tmt.K.Abirami ' ' Project Consultant,
Global Mining Solutions, Salem

6. | Public and Social Activists (178 members list enclosed)

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Theni District, in his welcome address, he said, “Good Morning Everyone. On
behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, I would like to welcome the
District Collector, Theni District, and other government officials, public,
volunteers and social welfare activists, press and media friends who have come to
preside over this Public hearing meeting.

Public hearing meeting to be held today to obtain environmental clearance
from the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority for the proposed
quarrying of Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry by Thiru.Seenivasan over an extent
of 3.78.0 Ha. of 10/4, 110/5, 127/1 and 127/2, Kodangipatti Village,
Bodinayakanur Taluk, Theni District.

According to the Environmental Protection Act and Environmental Impact
Assessment Notification, 2006, it is mandatory to conduct a public hearing
meeting and record the public's views in writing or orally and send them to the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority.

Public Notice has been published in the New Indian Express and Daily
Thanthi news papers on 27.07.2024 regarding the public hearing meeting for the
proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry by Thiru.Seenivasan will be held on
03.09.2024 i.e. this morning at Bel Mahal, Bodi Main Road, Kodangipatti Village,
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Bodinayakanur Taluk, Theni District after obtaining approval from the District
Collector of Theni District.

Also, information of the public hearing meeting was conveyed to the people
of Kodangipatti and surrounding villages through pamphlets, posters and public
address system.

In this meeting, the Project Consultant, M/s.Global Mining Solutions,
Salem will brief the details about the project and Environmental Impact
Assessment. After that, public and social welfare activists can express their
views/comments with their name and village one by one. It will be duly recorded
and forwarded to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority. So, now
M/s. Global Mining Solutions will explain about the quarry project. Thank You” -
he said.

After that, the project consultant, M/s.Global Mining Solutions, Salem gave
a power point presentation to the public on the project details and Environmental
Impact Assessment.

Following this, the public and social activists who participated in the public
hearing meeting expressed their views/comments as follows.

1. Thiru.M.Ganesan, Valayapatti:-

He said, “My name is M.Ganesan. There is a village called Valayapatti next to it. I
am an agriculture wage labor there. There is lot of agricultural land around the
place where this quarry is located. It creates an uncultivable environment. Dust
falls. The ground water level is completely reduced. When the explosion explodes,
all the stones explode and fall into the forest. Even yesterday, even recently, a
stone has fallen into the forest in an explosion, and has fallen into the farmland.
The herding of goats and cows is the clan's occupation. They have fenced all
around without even going to graze. There are things like that. It would be great if
this could be reconsidered. Because the quarry is close to us. There is a village
called Valayapatti near where the quarry is located. It was never mentioned. Now
they read. (Project Consultant, Global Mining Solutions) The village was not
mentioned in it. Theni that can be far away has arrived. SIDCO has arrived, Bodi
has arrived. There is a village named Valayapatti near Kodangipatti. Totally an
inclusive village. The quarry and the village are nearby. This quarry is located in
that village. Ask them for some feedback. All the people have come. Give everyone
a chance. Let them have their say. Thank you'"he said.

2. Thiru.M.Thangadurai, Valayapatti:-

He said,”Greetings to the District Collector. We are a Mutharaiyar community in
that Valayapatti village. With this, three quarries were approved and pits were
dug for three quarries. Now they are going to excavate another pit. If that too is
left in the ditch, we will not have our livelihood. We will only walk through the
rainfed land to reach the next lands. They have fenced around the land and
inside the land, and what they're doing now is they said to go in and airplane
and helicopter. Because of them our people have sold 1000 goats and 500 cows
for almost three years. Everything is dust. Today, if you see the side of the railway




' road, the land belonging to Mutharaiyar community is all there. This quarry is a
big problem for us. So please give us a look. Thank you” he said.

3. Thiru.Sugumar, Kodangipatty:-

He said, "My name is Sugumar. We are at Survey No.17/ 17. Now, we do not
have any problem by giving to them. Our land is next to the quarry and by
blasting there is no problem. The village called Valayapatti is 5 km away from the
site. Before that there is a quarry called Chinna nilam. Their quarry is just one
kilometer away from this quarry. So there is no harm to our land. The only land
there is our land. All other lands are theirs. No other relevant lands belong there.
All lands were sold out. We have no problem providing this to them. Our land
Survey no. 17/17 of Kodangipatti, only that one plot remains unsold. We don't
have any problem with that land you can give permission” he said.

4. Thiru.Amudhakumar:- ,

He said, "I have left all my work aside to attend this event. This quarry project is
a subversive project as everyone knows from the bottom of heart. Here I cut down
a tree, I planted a tree. It has sprouted. I break a rock. Ask the relevant
department how many years it takes to form a rock. Do you think that, if the
bones in the human body are removed, the flesh will remain? Rock is the bone of
this Earth; Tree is the nerve of this Earth. River is the blood stream of this Earth.
After cutting these to death, we are living with this. I don't understand why you
are asking for a comment knowing how devastating it would be to break it. I don't
understand anything. It is very disturbing. There is a disease called Silicosis. If,
the soil particles mixed with the air and enter the lungs, a lung disease called
Silicosis will occur. This can be found by searching on Google. Similarly, another
lung disease called Asbestosis occurs when the chemical Asbestos, which can be
found under some rocks, is released. I can see the explosive impact of these rocks
when they explode when I ride my bicycle. I can feel those vibrations on my
bicycle. Our eyes do not know how many kilometers deep this vibration goes
under the Earth. Due to this, the places where the water bodies that stagnant are
more likely to be destroyed by shaking. Due to these vibrations, there are chances
of noise pollution, health issues, and drinking water will lose its potable quality,
this is a project that can affect our health. There are villages nearby. It has a lot
of resonance. The reason for the landslide in Kerala where the same Western
Ghats explosion took place is because of over the past several years, the place
itself has been wasted due to the vibrations caused by breaking visible rocks.
Now I am speaking for myself, but today the food is poisoned. The water we drink
is also poisoned. The TDS of the water has gone above 170. Total dissolved solids
in the water is going up above 170 is not edible in nature. Can we break this rock
and get the maximum amount of money if we go overboard? Even if you are
hungry, you cannot eat. So our whole intention is to stop these types of projects
without thinking. I used to run and play in this Kottakudi River when I was ten
years old. I have bathed with goats and cows in the pond in our town. But even
though there is water today, it is not possible to take a bath. There is a river but
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no water to run. If you look at how it is now, since I was ten years old, I have only
grown older, but my generation? My child? So it is a completely destructive
project. I request that this may be banned without deliberation. I request that all
existing quarries should be closed if possible. If I have a disease in my body I
have to seek medicine. If my body is not working I need to do the right thing to
make it healthy. Amputating my arm and leg while already sick is not a plan for
improvement. Therefore, I am grateful for the opportunity to propose that the
Government for the people should work for the people” he said.

5. Thiru.Kuppannan:-

He said, "Good morning, Greetings to the District Collector, This quarry is placed
next to our land. This affects us a lot. Your permission is also required. We can't
hate them. Because they are wealthy people. Now you have arrived. We request
your order. Thank You”he said.

6. Thiru. Rajesh, Kodangipatti:-

He said, "My name is Rajesh. I am supplying material with a tractor. I would like
to express my gratitude to Theni District Collector. Now, we have no livelihood as
this quarry does not come. Today, if you want to build a house in Kodangipatti, if
you bring load from outside areas of Theni Allinagaram and Vaigai Dam, diesel
cost and rent are all additional expenses. This affects the builders of house.
Paying 1000, SO0 rupees here and 1500 there will decrease. It only affects the
public who are constructing buildings. Now when we go to nearby and pick it up,
it costs us less and the price goes down. It benefits the public. Since this quarry
is coming up, there are 10 engineers. There are 1000 people who build houses.
There are 100 Siddhaals. Around 1000 families survive under us. Here, a
hundred people who go to work in a quarry are supporting several thousand
people. We have no livelihood. Without this, there is no livelihood for those
10000 families. So give it a look. Thank you," he said.

7. Premsundhar, Naam Tamizhar Party:-

He said, "Greetings, I am from Naam Tamizhar party. [ was contesting in the
Legislative assembly in the same Bodi constituency in the 2023 legislative
assembly election. I am speaking as a representative of those who have given me
significant votes and those who have not given me votes from the same
Kodangipatti, Manchinayakanpatti and Valayapatty area who may be here. We
have already gone from climate change to climate emergency. The climate is
getting worse. It continues to cause excessive damage. It is too hot. If you keep
opening such quarries again and again in this time, it will continue to affect the
environment. Dust also comes. The dust settles on surrounding agricultural land,
affecting yields. There is nothing wrong in extracting the necessary stones for our
needs in the towns belonging to this Bodi in Theni district. They are breaking the
stones and rocks available here and selling it in the neighboring States. Many
times we have been making requests to the previous Collector and the present




1 Collector who is already been here. If you go through Kumily-Cumbum or Kumily-
Bodi, at least 150 vehicles a day are transporting materials from the quarries
here. When there is already a ban in that State, when they won't allow it in
Kerala, why are they taking it from here? Tomorrow this town will turn into an
uninhabitable land. Because, this area is located near the foothills of the Western
Ghats. So stop this plan at the beginning. If they want to earn a livelihood, they
keep three quarters of machinery in a quarry. A maximum of thirty or forty people
can be employed. But if there are twenty lakhs people in our Theni District, their
livelihood and future will be affected. So please stop this project. In spite of that,
if you give permission, we will carry out a very tough protest on behalf of the
Naam Tamizhar party. Thank you," he said.

8. Thiru.M.Ganesan, Valayapatti:-

He said,”My name is Ganesan, Valayapatti. Someone who spoke before me said
that mineral wealth is available here for everyone. He said that since this quarry
is located here, it is available to everyone. That is wrong. Are you looking at life?
Or business? If you compare a life of the person, their next generation that may
depend on the person, life is the most important. If they say career is important
in this place then their life will be destroyed. Today the government is doing
everything to save people. They are leading that no farmer should be harmed by
quarrying. All the minerals they take are not going to be available here. It mostly
goes to the neighboring state of Kerala. There is no use. Where is it available here
as he says? If this quarry is not available, they will bring it from another quarry.
There are many quarries which are approved by the government. They do a lot of
distribution from there. They buy a lot. There is no shortage of minerals in Theni
District. All the Districts and all the towns have mineral resources in abundance.
Our Chief Minister has taken appropriate measures and arranged for mineral
resources to be available everywhere. The minerals are available from somewhere
else, though not here. With that, the construction can be started. Distribution
from this small quarry is not going to provide much to the livelihood. I am
conveying this information to everyone".

9. Thiru. Ilangovan, Valayapatty:-

He said, "My name is Ilangovan, I am a villager from Valayapatty. There was a
quarry near my farm land. The borewell I had installed is affected. I have been
suffering from this for three years. I have been telling them for three years.
Agriculture has been affected a lot and when we asked them, what are you going
to do for us? They said they will take care of this. So all in all I am the one who
affected by this. Till date they have not come and done it for me. Neither
accepted. But agriculture is affected if this quarry exists. I would like to thank the
District Collector and the Chief Minister to do good for us Thank you," he said.




10. Thiru.Imayam, Naam Tamizhar Party:-

He said, “Greetings. My name is Imayam. I am from Naam Tamizhar Party. Here
everyone is talking about their career and livelihood. A basil plant provides
oxygen for 24 hours. There are countless basil plants there. There are 16 hill
villages in Theni district and during COVID period, not a single person got COVID
infection there. The reason is the natural oxygen in there. You have already cut
down all the trees in the name of road widening. About 10 trees are needed to
control the toxic fumes emitted by a two-wheeler. Humans need 40 to 50 trees to
survive. All the trees have been cut here. Now that you have destroyed the trees,
what are we going to do without oxygen? It is something that is naturally
available to us without spending any money. Sterlite Industry in Thoothukudi
produces something called oxygen. It is not 100 percent human-breathable. Why
should we destroy this nature that gives naturally to us by going to such an
Industry? They say that there are only common shrubs among the big trees. Even
those shrubs are a way for us to live. When it rains, all other water runs off. But
the roots of those grasses can hold rainwater. Hold it for a day, two days or even
a week and release the water slowly. Those animals and birds that may be there
will live by drinking. Without birds we cannot survive. You all should understand.
There are many trees. If a seed falls like that, it will not sprout. It only sprouts
when a bird eats it and an animal eats it and leaves it as waste. It is natural. We
cannot destroy that nature. Birds die when blasted with explosives. There will be
a situation where those animals will die. Goats, cows and many other animals
live there. When they eat those natural grasses and live on those farmlands and
the dungs becomes natural fertilizer. It will all deteriorate. Please stop this
quarry. We are talking for future generations. Not for today. Water bodies will be
polluted. Air will be polluted. If you don't earn 1000, 2000 for survival today, you
will have to spend lakhs for the hospital tomorrow. I bow to everyone, please drop
this project. Thank you” he said.

11. Thiru.Alaguraja, Valayapatti:-

He said, "Greetings to the District Collector and good morning to all government"
officials. I am Alaguraja from Valayapatti village. Both father and mother are
engaged in agricultural labor. They had taken a quarry next to our garden. They
are excavating too deep. What is happening now is that the water that was
available at 100 feet is now completely gone. Also, we are in the process of
desilting the well. Second, the water that was available at 200 feet in borewell is
completely gone now. A borewell that used to run for 5 hours now runs for only 2
hours. This is affecting our agriculture a lot. Also, the airborne particles from the
quarries have affected our yield a lot. And when it comes to what affects yield,
dust is the biggest factor. We don't know how to control this. Also, there is a
separate quarry located on the Western Ghats, which is a separate rock, said to
be approved by the government. Through that we are getting all the materials for
construction properly. Also, there is no disturbance to anyone when it comes to
separate rocks. When it comes to bedrock, what we do on the ground is we first

6



7 dig up the soil and then dig up the rock. When we digging like that, the ground
water level keeps going down. The adjacent lands will start to slide. They leave a
gap of 7 meters to 10 meters. If it rains a lot, the water in the neighboring lands
is too much; the sand of the land collapses and goes inside their land. When we
cultivate too much, all those crops get destroyed. We don't know whom to
complain to. Next, the quarry destroyed many waterways. Many of the streams
that could have come from the mountain have disappeared. There is a Kanmai
called Vattaparai Kanmai next to it is an aqueduct. It was located next to the
quarry. The government quarry was all along this waterway. They also looked
after the maintenance work. After that, they started to build a quarry, they
carried away more dust and the place of the Kanmai became unknown.
Subsequently, the water table was reduced due to the destruction of all
waterways. The water going to the river is not going well. Explosive over-
exploitation causes the drug from the explosives to mix with the water. If a pit is
dug in the quarry, the water in the quarry increases. The explosive organic matter
remains in the water itself. That water mixes with ground water. And when we
use that water, it causes more harm to us when it mixes with the river. On the
other side, if you look at more than 15 agricultural fields in Valayapatti village,
blasting is done by everyday on 4 PM to 5 PM. When blasting, all the stones fall
on the adjacent lands. All the people who work there are threatened and run
away. Farmers are farming in that place with fear. We are farming there with the
fear that any stone will fall and hit us. So we are informed that we are not allowed
to quarry ground rock. There is a private rock through which we get proper
supply. So please look into the quarry and give your feedback. Thank you," he
said. ’

12. Thiru.Gajendhiran, Valayapatti:-

He said, "Greetings to the District Collector. My name is Gajendhiran. My
hometown is Valayapatti. Everyone said, the water in the well has gone down, we
are struggling to do agriculture. If we looked around the place, it was their land.
They support all those doing agriculture. Explosives are done according to the
government instructions. They explode in the time fixed by Government. They
help everyone. Now everyone is saying that Quarry is smuggled there and
smuggled here. Now all the quarries are closed. Approximately 50 people are
employed. They say that it is a valayapatti village next to it, and the people of that
village are working there. About 50 people are now employed. If they need it again
they will employ another 50 people. This will increase their livelihood. Everyone
says it's wrong. For me I say its right. Some people have some request. Now
everyone is saying if it comes. We can do construction work. If we have closed all
the quarries like this, how can we build a road? How to build construction works?
Everything needs it. You have blocked all possible quarries around. Now there is
only this quarry. That is why they ask for a tender. Because there's nothing you
don't know. Everyone says pollution pollution. Pollution is bound to everything.
Pollution comes to everything. My decision is that if the quarry comes, 100 people
will get jobs. Thank you for the opportunity” he said.




13. Thiru.Mookkaiya, Valayapatti:-

He said, "Greetings to the District Collector madam. There is a quarry. Everyone
said that the quarry should be closed. There are many windmills installed. Aren't
the water levels lowered by those windmills? Nothing happened to irrigation? The
water level is reduced by windmills. What has become of the quarries now? There
is a lot of water there. They say I am not getting water. How many wells did you
cut and how many borewells didn’t you get water? If you go to the north water
banks, everything is barren land. No land is agricultural land. How many
quarries were there before this? Have you said this word to everything? How
many windmills have been installed? Has anyone volunteered to say that
irrigation is decreasing by the windmills? Excavating this quarry will only provide
irrigation. Because only water can be increase by digging. The reason there is no
water in the well is because there is no water level there. And that is the case in
some places. It will be without water. By giving them this quarry, let them also do
well, so let their business be done in a good manner without any harm to the
town and agriculture. Thank you” he said.

14. Thiru. Ilangovan, Valayapatti:-

He said, “I am a farmer. I am the farmer of the land next to this quarry. We only
accept their speech, if they come and tread the earth for at least one day in our
northern agricultural land till today. We are working in the agriculture land,
thinking that the sweat that falls on the earth is our blood until we plow the soil
and take agriculture. But who said that there is no water for agriculture in that
land yet? Ask them to come and see the agriculture that we have done, 90% we
have borewell in that area in Valayapatti village. We have 90 % of agriculture. So
far no one has come and set foot in the land where we are farming. Until now, no
one has even stepped on the earth. We have been farming 90% of that area. This
affects our agriculture. Not their agriculture. You are seeing only that one part.
Just look at is it a land agricultural land? Or rainfed land? We accept your
decision on that. Because we strive from the soil where we were born, just as our
mother, father and parents all struggled from. If you don't want to intercede for
that effort, you all have to ask us. We think of this earth as our mother. If you
listen us, the same is enough for us," he said.

15. Thiru.Manikandan, Valayapatti:-

He said,” I am farming on the road leading to the quarry. I have 2 acres of land.
10 years ago, when Prakash Quarry started, we fought so hard saying that our
agriculture is affected. We gave up by saying that the education of the children
who are studying in this school will be spoiled after struggling, when all the
trucks were coming from Kerala, I have farmed groundnut for three quarters, and
pulses. I also showed this to Sathish, who is working as manager, directly taking
him to the farmland. Dust is all around. If you touch the skin of the pulses, lot of
dust. The manager said that we take care of this by sprinkling water. Now it
doesn't exist either. There is no sprinking of water. After some time, dust from
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3 both sides goes into the farmland. I went and told to Mr. Srinivasan that there is
a lot of dust. They sprinkle water for a while. Sometime does not sprinkle. It
affects very much. Someone spoke before me, that i am not affected by this
quarry and that there is no interference with anyone. That is not true. Ask him
to come near my house one day. Give me five minutes and let him see it gets
dusty or not. If there is no dust arises, I will pay the corresponding fine. It is
affecting us so much. I have already caused a lot of problems in the town and told
the villagers through it. Nobody asked. The public also ignored it. So they took me
to the Police station. So we have to be a little scared. They scared me because
they were wealthy people and we couldn't talk. You should give me a good
decision for this,” he said.

16. Thiru.M.Karthikrajan, Naam Tamizhar Party:-

He said, "Greetings. My name is Karthikrajan. I am from Naam Tamizhar Party.
Now the Tamilkudi relations who may be here should think and understand
whether this quarry is good or bad. We first built a house using sand from the
river, everyone knows. Many people will have built houses. Now there is no sand
in the river. Where did it go? You know very well what happened. That Malai
Mulungi Mahan now touched the mountains. Now, it reached upto M-Sand by
touching the mountains. If we look at who benefits from this, it is only those who
start the quarry will get benefit. People are totally affected by it. Learned
witnesses know, our District Collector knows that it is completely spread through
the air and leaves the agricultural lands depleted and the food is also depleted.
This makes more and more people suffer. Quarries have started at many places.
It all has to stop. If it is only useful for the people here, it is not. The people here
take and give it to other states. What I want to say is that this quary project is
completely deceiving the people. We are the people who can live together with
people and the organisms that can live there, including unicellular and
multicellular organisms. We have studied about “Palluyir Ombuthal”. We are not
the only human race. Tamils should always realize that we are one with the
creatures. We from the Naam Tamizhar Party will fight with the people with all
our efforts to prevent the quarry from being opened. We the Naam Tamizhar Party
will never let this open. A lot of organisms that can be there are affected. Tell the
people who run this quarry to build a house next to the house of our uncle and
grandfather which located at Valayapatty. They will build a house somewhere. To
whom will my grandfather, grandmother, child, go and ask? They will ask for 10
days. On the 11tt day, they will say that they will sprinkle water as the person
who just came and said that they were not sprinkling water. The plant is covered
with soil. Now they are paying 8 lakhs rupees to protect our tree, all this
environment after destroying it. Then why they are giving it? Everything is
available from this soil. Everyone is going to go into the soil. If you try to destroy
the soil, the tree will not survive properly and will die. God will not let anyone do
that destruction. Naam Tamizhar Party is totally against the opening of quarry.
Thank you” he said.



17. Thiru.Selvapandi, Tamil Desiyam Party :-

He said, "My name is Selvapandi. I am from the Tamil Desiyam Party and I have

come here on behalf of the party to give my opinion regarding this quarry. This
quarry is about 10 acres of extent next to survey number of land near forest
department. What the Forest Act says, Blasting should not be done and trenches
should not be dug and rain water should not be taken for almost 4, 5 km from
the forest boundary. It is not known whether the forest department has consulted

those regulations? But a favorable decision has been taken to build a quarry for
~ them. This is completely wrong. Also rainfed agriculture is being done in that
area. Rainfed agriculture is an area that can be farmed only when it rains. Almost
a 3 village peoples rely on it for their livelihood. This quarry company is
constantly giving them trouble. And 3 big digs are excavated and the closing of
the dig is still pending. Apart from that, this public hearing meeting has been
established to conduct another quarry. This is also completely wrong. Because of
this quarry, we know that the area and Theni district is an agricultural land, a
hilly agricultural land. Apart from that, giving permission to build this quarry is
completely against the people. Quarrying in this area is an act against nature and
people. Moreover, the people of the Mutharaiyar community were being harassed
and forced by these quarry companies to put them through more and more
hardships and were already working to build this quarry. And they have bought
some people by paying to build this new quarry and brought them here to speak
in support. This is completely wrong. The District administration should directly
inspect without listening to the small officials that how many meters on the field
have been cut? How wide is the hole dug? You should campaign this to entire
district as a video to let people know that. You will know how much mineral has
been mined in excess of the amount you give. And we put it on record that you
are causing great suffering to these people by continuing to give quary in this
area. The Tamil Desiyam Party is completely opposed to this quarry next to the
forest. Therefore, I am registering my opinion as the entire opinion of Tamil
Desiyam Party that you should stop this position. Thank you” he said.

18. Thiru. Palanisamy:-

He said,”My name is Palanisamy. Greetings to the District Collector. The
Government said, should not take sand from the river. I am also a farmer. I have
land in Kamarajapuram also in B.C.Puram. If the government tells us not to take
sand from the river, what will we do for construction work? We see it in building
houses, building government offices and everything else. How can you do it
today? If we don't have this quarry, how can we buy soil? When I put the borewell
in the garden, all my friends said that all the underground water has gone down,
no. There are more than 1000 borewells in the area. Now, even 10 days ago, they
put a borewell. If you are in doubt you can send someone there. They couldn't put
it beyond 400 feet. So much of water. How does groundwater decrease? If you
have taken this quarry, how can you build a government building? No house,
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nothing can be built. It can not be built anywhere in Tamil Nadu. There are many
quarries in Tamil Nadu. I don't understand what it means not to give to this
quarry and not to do anything. So all this will not be a hindrance. The existence
of this quarry is beneficial to all. No building can be built. Also, the before spoken
friends can not build. No government office can be built. So that I am requesting
on our behalf to give to the quarry” he said.

19. Thiru. Satheeshkumar, Valayapatti :-

He said,”Greetings to the District Collector and all the government officials. My
name is Satheeshkumar. I live in Valayapatti village. I am an M.B.A., graduate.
Now a man came and spoke that i am from Kamarajapuram, i have land in
B.C.Puram. If we look at the distance between his town and the village where the
quarry is located now, what is the irrigation in his town, he belongs to a village
near Mullai Periyar. If you put a borewell there, water will come at 400 feet. If we
see Valayapatty, about 50 percent of the rainfed land. People live in this town
depending on the rain that comes once a year. Alaguraja has already talked about
the quarries. Minerals available from quarries belonging to individual hills are
sufficient. Even now, after one tender has been completed, they have announced
the tender and taken a new tender. A private quarry had already started
quarrying without the knowledge of our villagers. If we look around, almost all of
them are doing borewell and well water farming next to it. Yesterday at 4 PM they
blasted and took rocks. On that time, I was standing on our great grandfather's
land next to the railway bridge. There I felt the vibration of the earth on my feet.
Every day almost a 70 load, 100 load trucks are going. Already here the
waterways have destroyed everything. Roads are built above it. When there is
heavy rain and the pond is filled with water, the water enters the agricultural
land without any way to go and completely destroys the agricultural land. Even
now I am farming groundnut, in the recent rains, half of my crops have been
washed away because there is no way for the water to go. It's sprouting now since
I replanted the second one. Now they say that the ground water has decreased.
Earlier water was available at 100 feet. Now, even if the water is below 500 feet,
only salt water is available. Also mining the rocks underground reduces the
amount of minerals that can be found in the soil. Ground water mainly flows
down. Therefore, I request you to refrain from setting up quarries in these areas”
he said.

20. Thiru.Adaikkalam Kodangipatti:-

He said, my name is Adikalam and my native is Kodangipatti. The brothers who
spoke before me said 20% of people in Valayapatti area and 20% of people in
Kodangipatti say they are surviving by this quarry. A total of 40% of the
population is surviving on this quarry. But there are more than 10000 people in
this same Kodangipatti. There are more than five thousand people in
Manjunayakanpatti panchayat. If you look at those 40% people, think about the
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situation of 15,000 to 20,000 people. Now someone said that, his land is rainfed
land, which is wrong. Now it can be a rainfed land. One crop per year can be
taken. But when we asked our grandfather, forty years ago, fifty years ago, on the
same Valayapatty, this land was yielded thrice a year before this Prakash quarry
and three other quarries were established. Not only that. When we ask our
grandfather, he said that there was so much water in the well that we could drink
from the top. But now even if we put 100 feet, 200 feet borewell, there is no
water. What is the reason for this? It is because of those three quarries that you
gave permission for earlier. A brother said earlier that it is a small hill and the
permission for this quarry will not affect the Theni District in a big way. But is
this one quarry visible to the eye? In the same Theni district I sought information
through RTI, 38 licensed quarries are operating. In that case there is no need to
open this quarry. Ask the villagers of Valayapatti. Two or three years ago, an
eight-year-old boy died on the spot in an accident created by tipper lorry carrying
sand. The lorry driver was drunk and hit the vehicle which killed the boy. A lot of
such social problems are happening. Around Valayapatti and Kodangipatti
around 75% agricultural land. There is no need for you to hold this public
hearing knowing that agriculture will be affected where the agricultural land is
located. You can turn a blind eye and say no, and walk away. Why this Public
hearing? Does the District Collector know or not? Does this District Collector not
know that when these quarries cover the mountains and water bodies, the entire
population of the entire earth is affected? So 99% of the people who have spoken
now are protesting. Only one or two people express their support. Those who give
support will be their supporters and they will be the ones who survive with that
quarry. So please District Collector should not give permission for this quarry.
Not only that, there are 38 quarries in Theni District and if the District Collector
have an hour, please visit one day to this area, 250 tipper trucks pass through
this. 250 tipper trucks are going to Kerala via Cumbum mettu. Are there no hills
in Kerala? What do you need to take away from here? So we should not open
another quarry in our Theni District. There are more than ten water bodies. Now,
if you see the roads leading to this quarry, they have completely blocked the
waterways. Take those documents and see how many water bodies, ponds and
streams have been closed. The Kottakudi River flows next to it. How many
agricultural lands are there? If District Collector set aside half a day and there is
a Savadi in that village of Valayapatti, sit there for half an hour and see that most
of the people who are there are suffering from cough. That is cruel. How many
quarries in the same area? Three quarries are already functioning. Those quarries
must also be closed. I will protest with my people and with my students in
majority manner. The existing quarries must be closed. Quarry which is seeking
permission should not be allowed to open. If it is opened, I will put up a huge
protest with my public, students in the office of District Collector in the same
Kodangipatti. If you give permission in spite of that, we will do a huge road block.
I think the District Collector knows how big the protest was in Silamalai village
recently. We will have a bigger campaign than that in this Theni District. So,
please, please do not give permission for this quarry,” he said.
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: 21. Thiru.Mayakannan:-

He said, "He said, "My name is Mayakannan. Greetings to the District Collector. I
am working in Prakash Quarry. They say dust is coming. Dust is suppressed by
sprinkling water. Water is sprinkling from street to street. Why are they arguing
this much? We are doing agriulture well. No dust. They give us job. Why are you
saying no? We are fine. You have to do us good to give good judgement. Thank
you," he said.

22. Thiru.Venkatesh:-

He said, "Greetings to the District Collector. I am doing construction work. I am
giving work to a hundred people. If you close all the quarries like this, the
livelihood of those 100 people’s families who depend on me will be lost. So please
allow,” he said.

23. Thiru.Stephen, Theni:-

He said, "My name is Stephen. Everyone who spoke here said hundred people’s
jobs will be lost. Groundwater is not depleted. I don't know to what extent this
sounds right to you. Are we now building houses with only soil? Where do we buy
cement and bars? Can't you buy the same type of sand from another area? First
question. Second question, there are 38 quarries around in Theni district, is this
one quarry going to provide soil that does not come from the 38 quarries? The
third question, you said is subsistence. how much do you pay the wage workers?
500 rupees per day and you pay more than that? Theni District has more job
opportunities than that. The District Collector knows it. There is no
unemployment in Theni district. I am only saying about the wage laborers that
whatever you do, if you do it effectively, surely you will get a job. There are no
people to see agriculture. That is why all agricultural lands are turning into
barren lands. The same situation is now going to be given to the farmers. I have a
request for the District Collector. I have given 30, 40 petitions so far. So far 100%
petitions have been completed. I ask through that request. Does our District need
this quarry? The District will get 78 lakhs of income from this quarry. Any plan to
earn this amount in other way tell us we do all that work for free. Here they put a
proverb at the beginning. They explained that these quarries have been set up
within these regulations. Excuse me if I am wrong while mentioning those terms.
It was like making a plan before attempting to steal. Excuse me if it's the wrong
word, they seemed to say. Only today I know if there is such a big law for stealing
mineral resources. I again request that the project should not be allowed. Thank

~you," he said.

24. Thiru.Sannasi, Valayapatti:-

He said, "My name is Sannasi. I am from Valayapatti village. Now they maintain
the quarry. That quarry and my land are on the same boundary. The stone they
blast falls on my land. If you want, there is proof. [ have taken a photo. This is a
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stone that fell on my land. Similarly many stones fall. I have told them many
times. They just say that I will fix it. So far no action has been taken on it. No
matter how many times you tell them, they don't listen. Now they have dug a
ditch. If it rained in the morning, my whole land would collapse and fall into that
ditch. Where do I go and stand? I have nothing. All my land is destroyed. Where
do I go and stand? Shall I leave everything to you? Then how does the backbone
grow? You say agriculture is the backbone of India. How it will grow? Man can
walk only if he has a backbone. How can you do it where there is no humanity?
No matter how hard you try, nothing will happen till the end. Because it is so
difficult. Now let me tell you that if it rains, all the water will be washed away on
my land. In my land, only half of the crop is eroded away. Half the crop is gone.
Second, they have given the survey number. Under the given survey number,
there is a Kanmai called Muthuveeran Kanmai. Even now, if we go and see, there
will not be a drop of water. If they have started breaking everything, there will be
no water. How to survive? Everything is difficult. If agriculture is to be done, let it
be done. Then how the food comes to eat? No food. Then how will you eat sand
and stone? They say that if the quarry comes, ten people will get employment, I
am also giving employment to 10 people. I have also completed B.E., civil. I am
giving work to ten people. 80% of the raw materials go to Kerala itself. It goes
through the Kerala way to Kerala. Every vehicle is going to by Taurus Taurus. I
‘don't know what we are going to do. So consider. Thank you," he said.

25. Thiru.Adaikkalam, Kodangipatti:-

He said, "I am also a farmer. You say agriculture is the backbone of India. But we
are seeing how many farmers are dying by committing suicide in the newspapers
every day. The one who spoke now did not come to speak for wages, nor did he
come to speak for food. He actually pours out what is in his mind. Please do not
allow this quarry to be opened. Permission should not be given," he said.

26. Thiru.Manikandan, Valayapatti:-

He said, "My name is Manikandan. My hometown is Valayapatti, but we live in
our native Ethakkovil village. But at that time, about forty or fifty years ago, our
grandfather was the Naattamai. His property is in 10, 12 survey no. All those
survey numbers are locked. Now when I take all the documents, how to go to this
land. KK has laid the fence stone for his land. When looking at this side, Prakash
has put it. We couldn't go to any forest because they are putting fence from
corner to corner. When we go through the forest, they pile sand on the road. Why
can’t you dump the same into your KK quarry pit? Why should you put it in the
ditch? We could not go through any path as they poured sand on our way to the
forest. They do not allow plowing there. Now there is only 80 acres of
Porambokku land and they have fenced that Porambokku land. Why did you put
it in? Leave the way to our land and look at your work. A couple of years ago, my
father's son was hit by a tractor in a Prakash quarry and died on the spot. When
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) - we went to the police station and asked about this, they told us that he had fallen

inside and ended it. Today, their family stands on the road. Run the quarry, we
are not saying to not to run it. Mind the job that suits your qualifications and
leave. Now when the town is in trouble, all the people of the town have signed
that we do not want the quarry. We are still complaining. But we still don't need a
quarry. Quarry should not come. Take away the two quarries,” he said.

27. Thiru.Damodharasami, Lakshmipuram:-

He said, "Greetings to everyone, they talked about agriculture. Agriculture is the
backbone. A friend said a contractor can’t build a house while doing a business,
if there is no sand. We can build on nothing else. We once built on sand. Now this
M-Sand has arrived. That is the solution for the present times. Many families are
surviving on this. They say the trucks are going. But the puncture shop man will
survive because of that lorry puncture. Based on this, one lakh families get direct
and indirect employment. All of us are better only because of employment. Thus
there is no objection in granting the license for this quarry. Thank you," he said.

28. Thiru.Sureshkumar, Kottur:-

He said, "Hello everyone. I am from Kotur village. We are environmentalists. Now
they say that blasting the quarry will not deplete the ground water. If you ask
how the underground water level decreases, they blow it up. When detonated
there are underground water tables. The river is running at the side. 500 feet of
borewell, water does not come. But when you put it in a place where there are
water tables, you will get water there. When it is broken by bursting, the below
water table will be broken and blocked. Then the ground water becomes
unavailable for agriculture. Now why people are saying no in Valayapatti village, if
quarries are started in the area where there is more agricultural land, it will affect
it. They completely destroyed Kanyakumari and sent it to Kerala. Similarly, there
is no disadvantage in providing this M. sand by setting up quarries in the hill
forest area in an interior area where there is no agricultural land in forest routes.
The establishment of these quarries within these agricultural lands and within
the village habitations creates great difficulty. And our humble request. Can a
quarryman plant a million trees? What they would do for these people? They turn
the mountain into money and earn. But what are they doing so far thinking
about the future with these people? So far we have planted at least 15 thousand
saplings. On the birthday of every national leader born in our society, we buy
thousands of saplings in every village and give them to farmers, give them to
students, and ask them to plant and grow them. Similarly, we have obtained
permission to plant palm seeds in Kanmai. Are these quarries doing something
like this? That we have to do something charitable for these people, these
mountains are being destroyed by us. Are there any attempts that we will
recreate? Since the time of Rajaraja Chola, thousands of kings have built
thousands of temples and thousands of palaces and they have not broken any
mountains. Those buildings are still standing today and a thousand years later.

15

a-



Then study how they all built with this sand and stone and arrange to set up the
quarries accordingly. Ask them to go back through history and find out from
where those kings got sand and stone and give such licenses. Do not destroy
habitats. If this quarry is built somewhere else, this protest and opposition will
not come. We are venting our grievances to you because of the construction of
agricultural land within the habitations of the people. There are many more ideas.
Thank you. My humble request is we do not need this quarry” he said.

29. Thiru.Selvam:-

He said, "Greetings to the District Collector and the nature lovers who have come
here. We all hang around for a reason. A gentleman said our land is there; we do
not have any regrets and suggests to that the quarry can be started. If there is no
rain in that land, if our natural resources are not good, after another ten years or
five years, the natural resources will change, the environment will change, we can
turn that land into a better agricultural land. One brother said that there are 36
quarries in the Western Ghats. We are not commenting on the location of those
36 quarries, we are saying that each one works in each place and protect it and
bring it. But if we say why not to put it in this place, because you are cutting out
the place which is close to the Western Ghats. Landslides occur on the Wayanad,,
which may be 350 km from Kanyakumari due to the crushing of rocks that can
be carried from Kerala. We have to consider all this. Western Ghats is a nature. It
is like a mother's nipple. One should only drink milk from the mother's breast.
Blood should not be consumed with milk. Know one thing that you are not the
only living creatures. Millions of creatures live in Western Ghats. People who
cannot plant a tree and grow it are talking about for all the trees in those
mountains are for the birds. Have you seen the best seeds of a banyan tree?
Much smaller than mustard. If you go there, our mothers, our aunts, brothers
and sisters, go and stand in the shade of a banyan tree and see a seed lying
there. There are millions of seeds inside that seed but it never germinates. A bird
called myna eats it and it germinates only after undergoing a chemical change for
seven hours. A neem tree does not sprout by itself. Are we so eager to crush that
mountain that we think of the trees on those mountains? Nature is for birds. We
have to combine all of that and comment on it. People act by deciding what is
good and what is right. This is not a good project, it is a destruction project and
we ask you to abandon this quarry completely, thank you” he said.

Since no other public came forward to comment their view, the District
Environmental Engineer concluded the public hearing by asked to submit the
written petitions.

The following particulars are enclosed herewith;-
1) Public Notice on Public hearing meeting-Tamil and English
2) Certificate of Village Administrative Officer, Kodangipatti
3) List of names of those who participated in the public hearing
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) 4) Video recording of public hearing meeting

5) Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Project Sunimary (Tamil and
English)

©) Petitions received during public hearing meeting and through tapal petitions-23.

District Envir ental Engineer, District Collector,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Theni District.
Theni District.
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