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Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

District Environmental Engineer

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

Perundurai

Minutes of Public Hearing Conducted for the Proposed Rough Stone Quarry of
Thiru.T.M.Manoharan, Thiru K. Subramaniam, Thiru R.P. Jaganathan at S.F. Nos.
49/2, 49/3 & 49/4A of Kovundampalayam Village, Gobichettipalayam Taluk, Erode
district held on 16.08.2024 at 10.00 a.m at M/s. K. V. Mahal, Sathy — Athaani —

Bhavani Main Road, Thookanaickenpalayam, Gobichettipalayam Taluk, Erode

District — Proceeding of the meeting — Regarding

Details of the Project:

S. No Name and location of the Proposed quarry Extent in Ha

1 Thiru.T.M.Manoharan, 1.99.00
“Thiru. K.Subramaniam,
Thiru R.P. Jaganathan, S.F. Nos. 49/2, 49/3 & 49/4A,

Kovundampalayam Village, Gobichettipalayam Taluk,

Erode district.
Present:
£} Thiru. K. Kannappan - | Revenue Divisional Officer,

Gobichettipalayam
Erode District, Tamil Nadu

Thiru. V. Swaminathan - | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Perundurai, Erode District.

Thiru. Karthick , - | Tahsildar, Gobichettipalayam

Thiru. Devaraj “| Inspector, Bungalapudhur Police station

Thiru. B. Vishnu Bala - | Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Perundurai, Erode District.

Dr. M. Vijay Prabhu - | Environmental Consultant,
M/s. Geo Technical Mining Solutions,
No. 1/213-B, Ground Floor, Nadesan
Compiex,
Ottapatti, Collec’torate_, Dharmapuri-636705

Public - | 178 Persons (Copy of Attendance is
enclosed).




District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Confrol Board, Perundurai.

A public hearing meeting is scheduled today for the Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry project at Survey Nos. 49/2, 49/3, 49/4, covering an area of 1.99 hectares. Please
note that this is a public hearing meeting only and not a forum for lodging complaints. Any
opinions or comments you wish to express will be recorded and forwarded to the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority. According to Locus Strandi, local residents
are welcome to share their views. However, as there are only 30 participants, everyone
will be given an opportunity to speak. Please keep your comments short if you wish to

speak, or submit them in writing if they are more detailed.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Gobichettipalayam

Greetings to everyone. A public hearing meeting is taking place hére. As mentioned
earlier, | kindly request you to share your thoughts briefly regarding this quarry project,

whether in support or opposite.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perundurai.

Now, the consultant for this project will provide a detailed explanation of the project.

After that, the public will have the opportunity to share their comments and opinions.

Project Consultant: M/s. Geotechnic Mining Solution

The consultant began by greeting everyone with a good morning. He then provided
a detailed explanation of the project. Samples of air quality, noise levels, soil, and water
were collected within a 5-kilometer radius around the project site. These findings were
submitted to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, and a draft set of
guidelines was issued to the quarry owners. According to these draft guidelines, it is
mandatory to conduct a public hearing meeting and obtain environmental clearance.

As per the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change’s regulations
issued on 04.09.2006, any quarry project exceeding 5 hectares in an area must conduct
a public hearing meeting. The consultant also explained various aspects of the project,
including the quantity of minerals to be extracted from the four quarries, the project
budget, social responsibility initiatives, and other relevant details in a visual presentation

and photographs.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perundurai:

The District Environmental Engineer informed the attendees those who have
registered their names will be invited to share their comments in order. He then proceeded

to call the registered participants one by one to express their views.



1. Thiru. Gunasekaran, Thookkanayakkanpalayam:

There is no objection to the quarry and crusher in this area because it will create
job opportunities for many people. There is no pollution, and everything is being operated
with proper documentation. The crusher industry has been inactive for ten years. If it
resumes now, some people will get job opportunities. Drivers are currently going outside
for work. It would be good for the employment situation if the crusher starts operating

again, and the presence of the quarry is not an issue.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perundurai:

Before making the next one to talk, it has been noted that important local
individuals have made a request. Even though it is not taken up for consideration but
considering the value of time, priority is given to the residents of
Thookkanayakkanpalayam and Kavundampalayam villages. As per Locus strandi,
outsiders can be allowed to give representation in writing. However, they will also be given

a final opportunity to participate.

2. Thiru. Muthusamy, Vanipudur:

I'am a driver from Vanipudur, and currently, no one has a job. Without the quarry,
the crusher is not operating, and everyone has to go outside for work. We are struggling
without food for our children. Ten years ago, there was good employment, but now, jobs

are available only one day and for 30 days no job. If these quarries are active, they will
provide jobs for a hundred people.

3. Thiru. Ramasamy, Thookkanayakkanpalayam:

We have working experience in the crusher industry for 10 to 20 years and not
operational for the past ten years. Please make arrangements to restart the crusher as

we currently have no work.

4. Thiru. T.S. Mohanraj, T.N. Palayam:

Due to the absence of these quarry, we are getting less supplies of stone and soil
at lower prices. Now, without the quarry, we have to buy materials from outside at higher
prices. Ordinary people can't afford to buy stone, soil, or gravel. We need this quarry, and

it will not cause any problems for us.

5. Thiru. T.C. Prasad, Thookkanayakkanpalayam:

| am a Hitachi operator, and | have been without work for 7-8 years. | am currently
working outside, but only for a few days each month. There are half a month work, and

half a month without work. If this quarry provides employment, it would be beneficial.

6. Thiru. Selvaraguraman, T.N. Palayam:

This quarry has the potential to provide direct employment to 300 people and

indirect employment to thousand people. Therefore, this area needs a quarry. There is a
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shortage of gravel and soil, and the establishment of this quarry would be beneficial to
us.

7. Thiru. K.M. Sekar, T.N. Palayam:

Greetings, my name is Sekar. Before the quarry, materials like stone and soil were

coming from places like Oothukuli and Perundurai. Now, with the presence of quarries
here, everyone is getting the necessary facilities. There is no issue with this quarry; it's
good for everyone. It provides employment opportunities, and we have no objections to

the establishment of the quarry.

8. Thiru. Vetri, Thookkanayakkanpalayam:

| extend my heartfelt greetings and thanks to everyone present here. My name is
Vetri, and | am a driver. There is no issue with having this quarry and crusher. We have
been working as drivers and have been struggling, going to other states with our families
for work. We would be very happy if the quarry and crusher started operating here. Thank

you.

9. Thiru. P. Ravi, Thookkanayakkanpalayam:

| have been a driver for eight years, and there is no pollution or any harm caused

by the crusher. The quarry can definitely come up.

10. Thiru. B. Karthik, Vanipudur;

| am a JCB operator, and we haven’t had work for the past 6-7 years. Even when

we go outside, we get work for one month, and the next month there is no work. What

can do? Therefore, at present we need this quarry. Thank you.

11. Thiru. N. Shanmugam, Thookanayakkanpalayam:

| am Shanmugam from Thookanayakkanpalayam, working as a lorry driver. Due
to the absence of this quarry, many people here are struggling without job opportunities.
This has led us to consider moving to other states and districts. If a quarry is established
locally, it would provide employment for everyone, and there would be no negative impact.

Therefore, the quarry is absolutely necessary. Thank you.

12. Thiru. C. Ranganathan, T.N. Palayam:

Greetings to everyone. My name is C. Ranganathan. The establishment of this
quarry would allow poor and underprivileged people to obtain construction materials at

very low prices. Therefore, | request that this quarry is essential for T.N. Palayam.

13. Thiru. R.R. Damodaran, T.N. Palayam:

Greetings to all. Afew years ago, building a house was something that most people
could manage. Nowadays, only the wealthy can afford to construct buildings, primarily

due to the rise in the cost of construction materials. This price hike is mainly because



these materials are now being sourced from distant places, increasing transportation
costs and causing shortages.

The refusal to permit quarries in certéin areas has led to higher prices and scarcity
of construction materials like stone and soil, making it challenging for ordinary citizens to
build homes. If permission is granted for this quarry, it will benefit poor and middle-class

people, making it easier for them to build houses. | kindly request you to support this

quarry.

14. Thiru. Kathir (aka Karuppasamy), Thookanayakkanpalayam:

Good morning to the Revenue Divisional Officer, the Tahsildar, and everyone
present in the meeting conducted by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. | have no
objections to operate the quarry here because they provide employment opportunities for
everyone. As mentioned by my friend, construction materials are being transported from
far away places like Uthukkuli. Currently, out of ten quarries that were operating, only two
are operating now. Vehicles are lined up as early as 5 AM, waiting for materials like M-
Sand and jelly. If two more quarries are operational, materials will be more easily available
and there is no second opinion to this. However, | have a major request to both quarry
owners and truck owners, please instruct your drivers to operate their vehicles at low
speeds from the quarry to the T.N Palayam main road due to the presence of many public
institutions like JKK College, the Panchayat Union office, the Government Girls Higher
Secondary School and the Primary Health Center.

Due to the speedy operation of the lorries damages occurs when more people
were around. Also, when the quarry is operational, avoid using high-intensity explosives
and use modern techniques like air compressors for breaking rocks, ensuring no harm to
us and we have no objection. Agriculture is also important as industry, hence officials and
quarry owners shall ensure there is no harm to farming. There is no objection to the
quarry, but please enforce these measures to public safety by maintaining the lorry speed
within the village limit.

Agricultural Lands are nearby and road also there. Hence, blasting operation shall

be done by placing proper workforce to carry safe operation. We will support the quarry

by all means and at the same time, we will not hesitate to stop its operation if damages .

happens. Thank You.

15. Thiru. Annadurai, Thookanayakkanpalayam:

The absence of a quarry for ten years has caused significant hardships. We have
to go to areas like Anthiyur and Bhavanisagar for construction materials. Employment for
300 people are getting affected. The quarry operations are adhered to the government
regulations and not anything against the law. Only a few quarries are opposed not to
operate but not all. | request the government to ensure that our livelihoods are not affected

by allowing the quarry. The quarry is a must.



16. Tmt. T.S. Poongodi, Thookanayakkanpalayam:

Avery good morning to everyone. My name is Poongodi Ayyappan, and | am from
T.N. Palayam. We definitely need this quarry because over 100 poor and middle-class
people are affected. My husband is a driver, and when middle-class people want to build
a house, they struggle to get construction materials, which have to be brought from other
places at a higher. cost. This makes people hesitate to build houses. Therefore, | strongly
request authentically that this quarry be established. Thank you.

17. Thiru. K.P. Sivasubramaniam, Thookanayakkanpalayam:

Good morning to all. | extend my thanks to the Revenue Divisional Officer and the
District Environmental Engineer for presiding over this public hearing. On behalf of the
public and the people of T.M. Palayam, | support the establishment of the three quarries
by T.M. Manoharan, K. Subramaniam, and R.P. Jeganathan. The closure of the quarries
over the past 16 years has displaced many laborers, forcing them to migrate to other
towns in search of work, which has negatively impactéd their lives and the education of
their children. Therefore, the quarry must be established. The quarry will benefit many
contractors and laborers, improving their livelihoods. The vehicles used for quarry
operations will indirectly benefitted many families.

As the industry grows, so is the income of the workers, allowing them to support
their families and their children’s education. The quarry location is in such a location that
it will not affect agriculture or the livelihoods of the public, so | welcome the establishment

of this quarry. Thank you.

18. Thiru. Ranganathan, Kalliyakadu:

With the lack of a quarry for the past ten years has severely affected the industry.
Stone and soil are being sourced from outside, hence, a quarry is required. Permission

for this must be granted.

19. Thiru. V. Mathiarasan, BungalowPudur:

Greetings to everyone. | extend my greetings to the Sir and District Environmental
Engineer and other officials who are conducting this public hearing. If the operation of this
quarry is allowed which will not impact the public. The transportation of construction
materials like stone and sand being purchased from nearby villages is affecting our
livelihood. The operation of the quarry in Thookanayakkanpalayam will not cause any
harm. The livelihood of about 1500 families has been affected due to the lack of jobs.
Through this meeting, | would like to express that there will be no harm by the operation

of this quarry. Thank you.



20. Thiru. P. Saravanakumar, Thookanayakkanpalayam:

| am an auto driver. If all these quarries operate, we will get small trips and rent
from nearby. There will be no damage from the quarry, and we will be happy if the quarry

is established.

21. Thiru. R. Raiasekafan, Thookanayakkanpalayam:

My name is Rajasekaran. | am former Vice President of the Vanipudur Panchayat.
Currently, | am working on a contractual basis. Due to the lack of quarries, construction
materials are unavailable, which leads to delays in Completing work on time and further
results to pay fine from the District Collector. There is a situation where we are unable to
finish work within the specified time. The general public in the village are suffering due to
price increases, so this quarry is necessary. The income from this quarry will provide a
bright future for the Panchayat and essential infrastructure. The revenue from this quarry
is substantial, and it will be a great opportunity for Panchayat development. Hence,
permission must be granted for this quarry. Moreover, the quarry owners are known to us
and they operate within the legal framework. They have never violated the law. Even in
the future, they will continue to operate within the law. We have full trust in them.

Therefore, there will be no objections from the public. This quarry is essential for us.

22. Thiru. R Velusamy, Thookanayakkanpalayam:

The lack of quarries affects the truck business and the general public. To buy one
unit of M-sand, we have to go to Oothukuli. If we had a quarry, construction materials

would be easily available and cheaper. We welcome the establishment of this quarry.

23. Thiru. K.K. Vasanth Raj, Former Panchayat President, Kongarpalayam:

Greetings to everyone. The stone quarry that was operating for a long time has
stopped. For these people, this stone quarry is located in a remote area, hence there is
no inconvenience or impact to the public. Currently, one or two quarries are operating,
and the prices of jelly, gravel, and soil are high. If this quarry operates, construction
materials will be easily available and cheaper for the people. They were strictly followed
government procedures while using explosives. The noise from the explosives was not
much and they operate properly. Therefore, permission should be granted for this quarry.
This will benefit the public as well. The Panchayat receives funds from the quarry
operators, which helps in Panchayat development. The revenue from these quarries is
more beneficial than government fund allocations. It provides significant employment
opportunities for the public. Therefore, this quarry should be established and with no
adverse impacts.

| am K.K. Vasanth Raj, the former Panchayat President of Kongarpalayam. | would
like to make a request since officials are present and no one has mentioned this yet. The
Kumaran Temple, which falls under the government control and is a Devasthanam
temple, is located about two kilometers from here. After the officials complete this

personal hearing meeting, they should definitely visit the temple. There is an another



quarry operating nearby, and it has been mined to a significant depth. On days like Aadi
Krithikai, Thaipoosam, and Panguni Uthiram, thousands of people pass through this area

in two-wheelers and four-wheelers. The quarry is located in a significant threat.

| request that you should visit the terple and inspect the path leading to it. Please
bring the officials along and examine the route from the temple, which is located two
kilometers away and view from top to see how dangerous it is. A retaining wall needs to
be constructed. Another quarry is operating in that manner, and it should be inspected,
and appropriate action should be taken. Otherwise, there is a risk of life to devotees
traveling to the temple. Based on that | request that permission be granted for three

quarries. Thank you.

24. Thiru. T.K. Subramaniam, Former Member of Legislative Assembly,

Thookanayakkanpalayam

Greetings to the Chairman of the Public Hearing Meeting, the respected Revenue
Divisional Officer, the District Labor Finance Chairman, the Block Development Officer,
and all the public present here. Greetings to all elders and mothers. Regarding this quarry,
many informations have to be spoken about it. Manoakaran, Subramaniam, and
Jeganathan have been operating quarries for a long time without causing any issues to
any public. I must reiterate at this Junture that it has benefited the village. | state this as
my duty.

There are complaints about those who do carry out work properly and leaving
those who do not work properly. For us, excessive blasting affected our well water. | own
land in Kaundampalayam, Vaanipudur, and near the rocks also. The disturbance caused
by blasting affects everyone. Most people are silent, but | cannot remain silent. | must
address this issue for the public. Everyone knows me; | am in politics for 60-65 years and
have held various positions. | have never received any favour and not scared of anyone.

| am stating this because labourers are also deep trouble. 2, 3 quarries are not
operating and stopped hence many are facing difficulties. Employment is not available to
this area people. Drivers also in trouble. Kathirvel has spoken that vehicles should come
slowly in the village because school, union office, hospitals are located there. However
an alternative way if made will be helpful to us. It is because we need to clean by keeping
2 persons. Dust comes to my house. If vehicles operated slowly there will be much dust.
They should not operate in speed. Also, if the quarry is within 1 kilometer of the forest,
ensure that the wildlife, including elephants, could be affected. Because of these quarries
it is good for this area. All construction materials prices has raised. Drivers are operating
in rental house with difficult. Many builders are here and experiencing price hike. Hence
we need theée quarries. These quarry owners are clam and genuine. Don’t do any
mistakes against Government. Manoharan won’t do. For me, he is very honest. Since,
RDO, Tahsildar also has come and they know me. Because of this quarry it is good public

and no harm. Thank you



25. Thiru. T.K.S. Karuppasamy, Thookanayakkanpalayam

Greetings to everyone. Previously, construction materials were easily available to
the public. Now, due these quarries, there i3 no hindrance to the public. We welcome the

establishment of this quarry wholeheartedly.

26. Thiru. T.M. Sivaraj, Chairman, Thookanayakkanpalayam

Greetings to everyone. This public hearing is proceeding excellently. | am also |

going to say the same details by those who spelled early. Construction materials should
be easily available to the public at lower prices. If a quarry is established here, it will
benefit to everyone. It will create job opportunities to Public. For contractors in our
Panchayat, construction materials are costly and hard to transport from distant places.
Therefore, having a quarry we don’t have any objections and it will benefit everyone
without objections. As Kathir suggested, it would be excellent if vehicles could be

restricted operating between 8 AM to 9 AM. | convey this through this meeting.

27. Thiru. N. Subramaniam, Kongarpalayam

Greetings to everyone. | am N. Subramaniam, President of the Gunderripalayam
Irrigation Farmers Association. All the people present here have expressed their
preference for the establishment of this quarry. | also share my same preference. If the
quarry operates as per the Government rules, we will be pleased and no other views. We
have faced some difficulties, and we requested to the concerned authorities about our
grievances but yet to be taken any appropriate action. Through this meeting let the quarry
be established, it should comply with all regulations, and when we give petitions we have
received reply stating that it has been accepted and there after we don’t know further
action taken or not.

Therefore, the concerned officials receive complaints from the public and their
grievances, they must definitely provide them with reply. Even if the matter goes to your
higher authorities, you must inform us about what they say and what actions for that. This
is my important request. Normally, when there is a road contract or a construction project,
there is always an information board indicating the contract value, duration, and other
specifications. Similarly, why don’t the quarry operators to display an information board
about the depth and working hours of the quarry? They can do it freely. If it's not done
that way, we are left with uncertainity. For example, we don’t know you accept or not,
about a month ago, we visited the Geology and Mining Department to raise some defects.
We were told that the Assistant Director had gone to Salem. and there was an Rl by name
Samuel was present. | don't record this. He said that the quarry you mentioned had been
renewed three times, and the government has ordered to dig regardless of any depth. We
don’t know what to say and to believe or not, we left believing that officials statements are
always truthful.

If you had an information board stating how much depth needs to be excavated, we
would view it freely. We need not have to come all this way to raise such issues. Normally,

we need not having any difficulty of traveling from hiere to Erode. We have lot of work. We
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haven't told you that we have work and you don’t.' We are leaving our livestock after
milking cows, sending children to school, and then coming here to address these issues.
When we receive such responses after arriving, it is very distressing. | wonder if he is
genuinely concerned or if he thinks it is necessary to say so. We don’t understand
anything. He says that it can be excavated to v hatever depth. The people who came with
me witnessed this but | did not record it. The »nzople who came with me are the witness
boldly and | have not recorded it.

Please ensure that it is not done like that. If vou provide a display board stating how
much depth should be excavated for five t¢ ihree years, and for how long it should be
excavate for one year, and how much shouid be excavated in that period, we will view it
with acceptance. Please ensure that operations do not occur at night. No matter how
much the officials are informed, it does not reaches; the quarry continues to operate day
and night. The neighboring aéricultural iand has banana leaves that are all covered in
dust. It appears that way. Please investigate and resolve these issues. We have no
objections to setting up the quarry if it adheres o government regulations. We are pleased
if the quarry operators follow the regulatiohs. As everyone observes, people like
Manoharan, Subramanian, and Jagannathar have good reputations. If we insist don’t
operate this way, they will immediately stop opeiations. Such good and genuine people
they are and we have no objections. It is accepiable to provide permission in compliance
with the law. That is our view. Therefore, i requ&st,that you to accept my request and to
consider for placing the information board stating how much depth should be excavated,
how much should be done, and for how long the quarry should operate, for the public’s

view. Thank you. Regards.

28. Janakiraja, Chairman, Kongarpalavam

Greetings to the RDO preside over the Public Hearing conduced by the District
Environment Engineer, and to all the public gathared here. Kovundampalayam comes
under Kongarpalayam Panchayat and without going for any jobs, the public depends
heavily on the 100-day work scheme that too is not enough. If the quarry provides job
opportunities, it will be beneficial and good. We tse mining funds to provide water facilities
and other amenities through mining funds. This fund has been beneficial for the
Panchayat for the past 5 years, the fund has came once. We request cooperation without

affect the agricultural lands. Thank you.

29. Thiru. Jayakumar, Secretary, Gunderi Palaivam lIrrigation Farmers

Association:

Greetings. All the speakers here have supported the quarry. | don't find any fault.
Employment is necessary, but at the same time, the environment also must be protected.
There is a forest nearby, and no one has mentioned it. We have received a map indicating
that a residential area is proposed to come up 250 meters from where the quarry is
proposed. We don’t know if this is true, and you nieed to verify it. Also, you have specified

that the quarry should be 1 kilometer from the raserve forest, and you have been been



granting quarry at 1010 metres. But by that 1010 meters, we don’t know the elephant ears
are affected or not by this distance.

The reserve forest is nearby, and the animals are wandering without protection, as
you aware. Elephants have even reached nearby Kashi Palayam Road. The disturbance
caused by the blasting of the quarry is leading to their unrest and causing allergic
reactions, forcing the animals to roam here and there. Nearb my land a person died due
to a wild Boar attack at 6:30 AM. Also, about 6-7 months ago at kallipatti, an elephant has
killed a farmer during 12 Noon. I'm not saying this was solely because of the quarry
blasting, but it is also a factor.

Therefore, insist quarry on using NONEL blasting for quarry operations to comply
with regulations. This is the third public hearing meeting for quarry in this area. We have
made numerous requests earlier for two request and we don’t know what actions were
taken but have granted permission again. As our former president mentioned, you can
check the depth of the quarry near Kumaran Temple and see the issues at present there.
We fought hard for it, and the discussions were held at the Village Administrative Officer’s
office and the President has shared the same comments here also.

He has stated that if the government has granted permission, it is presumed that
to mine to any depth. However, you mentioned that it is almost 100 feet, or 32 meters. As
long as it so, there are no issues during the mining, that's acceptable. We have fought
hard to build a check dam at the Kunderi pond through our Association. | have to say that
there is no such check dam in Tamil Nadu. We fought and built it at a height of 7.5 feet.
Its benefits are well known to all the farmers here. Many farmers have appreciated it. The
benefits of that check dam are known to all farmers here. There should be no harm, threat,
or obstruction to the dam and You should ensure that as well. At the same time, operations
should be conducted in accordance with regulations. We know about Mr. Manoharan, as
mentioned by the people in our area. | don't need to repeat it. Grant permission in

compliance with regulations. We welcome it. Regards.

30. Thiru. K.P. Nanjappan, Treasurer, Gunderi Palaiyam Irrigation Farmers

Association:

Sir, | served as a manager from 1989 to 1993. He never do anything in violation of
the regulations and would not allow vehicles without proper vehicle permit. | personally
issued vehicle permits. Vehicles should not be allowed without a travel permit, so he
adheres to the regulations. However, it would be good if you check and ensure this. We
have opposed another quarry but we are not opposing this request. He is considered as
father to the three villages. But, all the senior people have come here, and we don’t have
any objection. | request that you arrange for an inspection of the quarry in your presence
once a year. As mentioned before by the president, a retaining wall needs to be
constructed in front of the Kumaran Temple. Previously, two people have fallen and there
have been losses. What will be done if there is another incident? Therefore, | request you

to arrange for the construction of a retaining wall. Thank you. Regards.
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31. Thiru. R. Palanisamy, Koundampalayam:

Greetings, my name is Palanichamy, and | am from Koundampalayam village. This
quarry does not pose a problem daily. However, it would be better if it is operated in
accordance with regulations. It should not operate during night time. Sir, | am asking you
if there is permission for the quarry to operate at night? If not, we need a oral order on

~ this matter now. Quarries are operating at night without permission.

| have informed your officials multiple times that the quarry is operating at night.
They asked me to provide evidence, which | did. What actions have you taken regarding
this? | have also complained to the police. They have instructed the police to stop us, and
we have filed a complaint about to be assaulted by them. No action has been taken. Sir,
we have had two discussions with you, but no aciion has been taken. What is happening?
No one has said not to grant permission. Manoharan, Subramanian, or Jagannathan will
obey if we says something. But are operating without hearing any objections. Why the
quarry is operating at night? How can farmers sleep with the noise and the stones being
dumped nearby? tell us. We are living next to the quarry. How can we sleep if it operates
at night?

They say that they have permission when asked, but they are actually operating
without it. You are saying to file complaints, but when we do, you have the powers to close
it and sealed it. Do you have the authority to seal the quarry if it operates at night? or not?
We have come to you, filed complaints, and had discussions. If further operations
continue, if you don’t take law in your hands, we shall take it or not. Please decide. Thank

you. Regards

32. Thiru. Jayakumar, Secretary, Gunderi Palaiyam Irrigation Farmers

Association:

He has spoken again, | had previously spoken before to two people. | don't
understand how the Forest Department granted permission without any NOC, according
to the G.O. point of the Forest Department. One crusher is operating, which, according to
your documents, is not. Similarly, you state that a quarry is not operating as per your
documents, but another quarry is operating in the same area. What actions are you going
to take? They are mining from government Purampoke lands. Recently, a month ago,
they were mining from government Purampoke lands. What actions are you going to take

upon seeing this?

33. Thiru. R. Palanisamy, Koundampalayam

When he spoke again, Sir, hello, | have called and informed you two or three times,
but no action has been taken. The situation continues to persist. | have been in touch with
you regarding the Indriani's Quarry, Star rough stone Quarry, which are operating without
interruption until today. You said you had sealed it, but it continues to operate without any

changes. | have spoken to you many times, and it is still going on. When will you take



action? It is operating for four to five years, and | have been filing complaints. The
Revenue Divisional Officer said, "l will check”.

34. Thiru. Viswanathan, Koundampalaiam’""’4"5"

Greetings to everyone. We have been fighting for four to five years. You are giving
- permission for 47 meters or 150 feet, and in almost two years, this 150 feet will be mined.
You are not monitoring it again. Have you seen the vehicles carrying loads of 100 tons
and 80 tons on the roads? You are giving permission, but you are not monitoring it. We
have visited the Pollution Control Board multiple times, but no action has been taken. Is
it a Pollution Control Board or a Cash Control Board? It seems that only those have money
are continuing this job. When | was young, | used to play in places like Adhivarmakaradu,
Thappatta karadu, and Panni Karadu, but now those three hills are no longer there. Where
have they gone? They have gone into the homes of four or five people as money. Where
to tell this? Can thosé mountains be restored in the future? All the quarries have gone
below 300 feet. My well is only 80 meters deep. How will the water seep? We strongly
oppose this on behalf of the farmers.

35. Thiru. Mukilan, Social Activist

Greetings to the Chairman of the; Public Hearing Committee and the respected
RDO, and the District Environmental Engineer conducting this meeting. In this public
hearing meeting, the draft project proposal was explained for 20 minutes. This is for minor
mineral concessions rules, and the book is 400 pages long. No one has discussed about
air pollution, noise pollution, water pollution, soil pollution, biodiversity,‘ and socio-
economic situations. ‘

| have come to address this matter based on the available documents. Firstly,
according to the village map provided in document 49/2, 3, and 4A, a new quarry is
proposed to be established on a 5-acre extent. To determine if this new quarry is being
set up according to the Minor Minerals Concession Act, we need to review whether it
complies with the regulations outlined in the act. Specifically, Section 36 of the Act states
that no quarry should be established within a 300-meter radius from a residential area.

If you look at the village map, you will see that the recognized village Indira Nagar,
Kamatchi Nagar and in this Natham houses cannot be constructed. Natham is located
263 meters away. According to regulations, no construction of houses is allowed within a
300-meter radius of a quarry. Hence no one cah construct houses in Kamatchi Nagar and
Indira Nagar. Therefore, with Natham being so close, the quarry cannot bé permitted.
Furthermore, the government has issued this village map and the FMP map. According
to these maps, houses are located at various distances: West side: House at 140 meters
at S.F. No. 51, Southwest, a House at 298 metefs ikn S.F.No. 52 South west, a house at
295 meters in S.F.No. on 133, House at 180 meters at S.F.No. 136 Southeast, House at
255 meters at S.F.No. 37, Southeast, house at 285 meters at S.F.No. 33 Northeast.
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House at 260 meters at S.F.No. 42 North, House at 190 meters at S.F.No. 44 in
North, House at 295 meters at S.F.No. 47 North, House at 270 meters at S.F.No. 56
Northwest, Two houses at 298 meters at S.F.No. 15 Northwest, House at 295 meters at
S.F.No. 45 North side, Kumaran Temple S.F.No. 54 at 450 meters.

These many recognized houses and temples were within this area. They have
explained that If there are houses within a 300-meter radius, quarry should not be allowed.
Similarly, if there are archaeological sites, a quarry should not be permitted within a 500-
meter radius. Thus, there are so many reguiétions in place. In addition to these rules, to
illustrate this, look at the satellite map taken from the quarry's perimeter. Natham is
located 137 meters away. As seen in their documents, there is a house is located at a
distance of 270 meters.

Following that, the local public complained and shouted about the outsiders should
not talk, causing an uproar. Local public who participated in the public hearing has insisted
that only the opinions of local residents should be recorded. Brief period of commotion
was observed. '

District Environmental Engineer has stated that local residents shall give their
opinions, and outsiders can submit their opinions in writing as per the EIA Notification
Amendment Act, August 2023, Page No. 10. Following this, the Revenue Divisional
Officer, Gobichettipalayam allowed Thiru. Mukilan to speak for two minutes. After two
minutes, local Public prevented him from speaking further. The Revenue Divisional Officer
then declared the public hearing concluded.

The District Environmental Engineer has also informed that further written
submission regarding the Public hearing may be submitted either to Collectorate or

District Environmental Engineer Office.
The public hearing has concluded.

Further, the following letters were submitted directly by the people during the

meeting. The individuals/organizations that submitted their letters (copies attached) are:

Here is the complete list with all 28 entries:

S.No. Name Address
1 Thiru. C. Sathish Coordinator,Chennimalai Pooparikkum

Malai Paathukappu Sangam, 89,
Eengoor Road, Chennimalai

2 Thiru. R.A. Mugilan Coordinator, Tamil Nadu
Environmental Protection Committee,
89, Ingur Road, Chennimalai - 638051
3 Tmt. Subhash Chandra| H. No. 5-207, Sy.No. 35, P.P.N.
Bose Foundation Complex, Subash Chandra Bose




Nagar, Kothur Municipality, N.H.44,
Telangana State — 509 228

4 Village Residents | Pallathumedu Paguthi, T.N. Palayam
Thiru. T.K. Jayaraj Slo. Thiru. P. Kaliyannan,
_ | Kovundampalayam, Pallathumedu

6 Thiru. T. Ravikant S/o. Thiru. T.A. Thivakaran, 4th Street,
Pallathumedu

7 Thiru. Selamannan Slo. Thiru. Muthuchamy,
Kovundampalayam, Pallathumedu

8 Tmt. Pungkodi W/o. Thiru. Murugan, Kamatchi Nagar,
Kovundampalayam

9 Thiru. M. Utthamaraj S/o. Thiru. Manokaran, Kattuvithi, T.N.
Palayam

10 Thiru. M. Ramesh S/o. Thiru. K.\V. Muthu, Thiru. V.K.A.
Street v

11 Thiru. K. Ammasai S/o. Thiru. | Karuppanan,
Thasappavunthar Street, Panganallur

12 Thiru. P. Karuppuchamy S/o. Thiru. Paraman, Kamaraj Street,
T.N. Palayam

13 Thiru. N. Shanmugam S/o. Thiru. Nagappan, Kattu Street,
T.N. Palayam

14 Thiru. S. Sampath Kumar S/o. Thiru. Subramani, Chinnakannan
Street, T.N. Palayam

15 Thiru. G. Vetrivel S/o. Thiru. Ganeshan, Devaraj Garden
Street, T.N. Palayam

16 Thiru. P. Ayyappan S/o. Thiru. Perumal, Pillaiyar Koil
Street, Vinoba Nagar,
Kongarmpalayam

17 Tmt. Guna Sundari W/o. Thiru. Chellappan, Muruga
Nagar, Kovundampalayam

18 Tmt. Santhi W/o. Thiru. Rajan, 6/18, Anna Nagar,
Vaniputhur

19 Tmt. Selvi Vasanth Nagar, Kovundampalayam

20 Tmt. Sumathi W/o. Thiru. Mani, 295/9, Santhi Nagar,
Kovundampalayam

21 Tmt. Chinnapappa W/o. Thiru. Subramani, Muruga Nagar,
Kovundampalayam

22 Tmt. Banumathi 295/4, Santhi Nagar,
Kovundampalayam

23 Tmt. Pappathi 159, Kumaran Koil Street,

Kovundampalayam




24 Tmt. Sankara W/o. Thiru. Kuppannan, Kamatchi
Nagar, Kovundampalayam

25 Tmt. S. Sumathi W/o. Thiru. Subramani, 295/7, Santhi
Nagar, Kovundampalayam

26 Tmt. R. Aiyyammal W/o. Thiru. Rangarajan, Muruga
Nagar, Kovundampalayam

27 Tmt. V. Vijaya W/b. Thiru. T. Veerachamy, Sathi
Athani Road, T.N. Palayam

28 Tmt. Easwari W/o. Thiru. Veluchamy, Muruga Nagar,
Kovundampalayam

Other Enclosures:

1) Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily News paper

Tamil & English dated 10.07.2024)

2) Copy of Attendance sheet of the public hearin'g meeting along with

photographs and DVD Disc recorded with the entire proceedings of public

hearing.

Ay

District Environmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Perundurai
o |

<

AL | T
Sub-Divisional Magistrate /
Revenue Divisional Officer,

Gobi Division, Erode District
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