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Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

District Environmental Engineer

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

Perundurai

Minutes of Public Hearing Conducted for the Proposed Multi Colour Granite Quarry
of M/s. Meenakshi Granites at S.F. Nos. 348/1 (P), 348/2 (P), 348/5, 348/6, 349/1,
349/3, 349/4, 350/1, 350/2, 350/3, 350/5 (P) & 350/6 of Karapadi Village,
Sathyamangalam Taluk (Now Nambiyur Taluk), Erode District held on 17.10.2024 at
10.00 a.m. at V.N.C Thirumana Mahal, Sellappampalayam Village, Kavilipalayam

(Via), Nambiyur Taluk, Erode District — Regarding

Details of the Project:

S.No | Name and location of the Proposed quarry Extent in Ha

1 Proposéd Multi Colour Granite Quarry of M/s.|8.96.6
Meenakshi Granites at S.F. Nos. 348/1 (P), 348/2 (P),
348/5, 348/6, 349/1, 349/3, 349/4, 350/1, 350/2, 350/3,
350/5 (P) & 350/6 of Karapadi Village,
Sathyamangalam Taluk (Now Nambiyur Taluk), Erode

District
Present:

Thiru. S. Sivanandham, |.A.S. : | Sub-Collector,
Gobichettipalayam
Erode District, Tamil Nadu

Thiru. V. Swaminathan . | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Perundurai, Erode District.

Thiru. B. Vishnu Bala : | Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Perundurai, Erode District.

Tmt. S.Deepa ; | Revenue Inspector, Vemandampalayam

Firka, Nambiyur Taluk, Erode District.

Thiru. R.Subburathinam ; | Inspector, Punjai Puliampatti

Mr. S.Suriyakumar . | Environmental Consultant,

M/s. Aadhi Boomi Mining and Enviro Tech
(P) Ltd,

No. 3/216, K.S.V. Nagar,

Narasothipatti, Alagapuram,




Salem — 636 004

7. | Public ' : | 84 Persons (Copy of Attendance is

enclosed).

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perundurai.

Today, a public hearing meeting is being held as per the Environmental Impact
Notification 2006. In this meeting, public can register their opinions regarding the multi-
colour granite quarry located in Karappadi village. You can submit your opinions briefly
and in written form. This is not a grievance redressal meeting. This is a public hearing
meeting and your opinions will be properly recorded. Now, the environmental consultant
for this project will express his detailed explanations regarding this project. After that,

public can register their opinions.

Project Consultant: M/s. Aadhi Boomi Mining and Enviro Tech (P) Ltd

The consultant began by greeting everyone with a good morning. He then provided

a detailed explanation of the project. Samples of air quality, noise levels, soil, and water
were collected within a 5-kilometer radius around the project site. These findings were
submitted to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, and a draft set of
guidelines was issued to the quarry owner. According to these draft guidelines, it is
mandatory to conduct a public hearing meeting and obtain environmental clearance.

As per the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change’s regulations
issued on 04.09.20086, any quarry project exceeding 5 hectares in an area must conduct
a public hearing meeting. The consultant also explained various aspects of the project,
including the quantity of minerals to be extracted from the quarry, the project budget,
social responsibility initiatives, and other relevant details in a visual presentation and

photographs.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perundurai:

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public to mention their village

and name before registering their opinions

1. Thiru. Kumar, Puliyampatti Village

"l am not affected in any way by this quarry.”

2. Thiru. Aasai Thambi, Dharmapuri District, Pennagaram

"| work as a manager in this quarry. This quarry owner provides many benefits to the
nearby villages. Our quarry owner has spent 5 lakh rupees to the nearby school. Similarly,
he provides medical assistance to everyone working here. We rely on this quarry for our

livelihood, and 50 families lives depending on it."




-

3. Thiru.Navin Kumar, Vinnampalli
"My name is Navin Kumar, and | come from Vinnampalli. | am currently undertaking
driving at this quarry. If | have to a drive, | have to go to Hosur. Once this quarry comes,

it will be useful for the public."

4. Thiru. G. Prakasham, Kavilipalayam
"Our livelihood improves through the operation of this quarry. My economy is
progressing through this quarry. Thank you all."

5. Thiru. Natarajan, Oothukuli

"I come from Sarkar Kattahgi village, Uthukuli Taluk, Tiruppur District. Good
morning to the Sub-Collector,Gobichettipalayam and the Pollution Control Board officials.
The establishment of this stone quarry will severely impact agriculture in the nearby ten-
mile radius. If this quarry is established legally, then it can be granted permission. Within
a 3'00-meter radius, there are 10 to 12 houses and agricultural lands. Hence, permission
should not be granted for this quarry. If they mine as per law like they claim, there won't
be any problem. Since this stone quarry is adjacent to my agricultural land, my farming is
in a very precarious state. If asked about it, problem arises.

They are running trucks carrying 80 to 90 tons on village roads, and when reported,
police complaints are filed at the police stations against us. No one is acting according to
the law. There is a law stating that blasting should only occur between 1 PM and 2 PM.
However, everyone blasts at five or six o'clock instead. Similarly, there is a requirement
that only controlled blasting (Nonel) should be done. But no one is doing that. Instead,
they are using country explosives. As a result, houses up to one or two kilometers away
are shaken and affected. Therefore, | request that permission should not be granted for

this quarry.”

6. Thiru.MUthukumar, Karappadi Village ;

"There is a village 3000 feet away from the stone quarry, with peacocks, animals,
- goats, cows, and houses nearby, as well as wells. Our land, which was an agricultural'
land, is still being farmed. They blast at 5 AM or at 6 PM, and they do not even consider
blasting during the afternoon. Because of the blasting during evening, these animals are
significantly affected. After 9 PM, due to the load lorries going by, the farmers goats and
cows get frightened and run away.They struggle to catch them.

Therefore, this is not safe for life. While people are walking, if a vehicle comes,
there is no space for them to walk. They must fall below. Thus, there is no safety for
humans or animals. An incident occurred a year and a half ago. A farmer was kept a
drying. Groundnut outside his house at the edge of his house due to a lack of space.
However, the vehicles from this quarry crushéd all the Groundnut stalks. After 9:30 PM,
someone from Meenatchi Granite Quarry came to our garden, threatened to kill me, and

left. We caught him and handed him over to the Puliyampatti police station.



However, no action has been taken so far. Furthermore, we sent a request through
the Gram Sabha meeting to the Village Administrative Officer, District Collector, Sub-
Collector, Environmental Engineer, and Revenue Divisional Officer, covering almost eight
departments, back in 2018. Until now, no action has been taken. We have no safety for
our lives. We have been protecting these natural resources since our ancestors time.
Natural resources should not be explofted. If you think we are acting against government
schemes, you can act legally as per law. If you do not respect the law, how can we, the

public, respect the law? we face numerous problems due to this quarry.

Moreover, you can directly come, and we will take you along to show you. You can
see the related evidence is there. That's why we have been living in harmony with nature.
Please do not exploit natural resources and cause significant damages. We need to
preserve this for the next generation. What nature has created cannot be created by man.
Man should not destroy it in any way. It is created by nature, If it was created by man, it

can be used in any way.

But natural resources should not be destroyed. Therefore, we should not implement
government schemes like this over the nature that our ancestors have protected over the
years. | speak on behalf of the people living there. We protect natural resources. We do
not need anything; we do not want any government schemes. You should protect the land
we have and allow us to mainatain dry farming ourselves. In our ancestors time, we used
to irrigate the fields with water after paying tax. That scheme is enough for us; we do not
even need a power supply. Please do not give permission for such schemes. We request

you to cancel this and not to grant any permission for any new schemes. Thank you, Sir.

7. Thiru.Jothi Arunachalam, Thachupperumalpalayam
"There are residential houses and a well near this quarry, and that is why | request

that this quarry should not be established. Thank you, Sir."

8. Thiru.Kaliappan, Devapalaiyam

"Ten days ago, there was blasting near the stohe quarry, and the cows ran away.
Because of that my mother suffered leg injury which caused us one and a half lakh rupees
expense. Until now, there has been no wall cracks in our house, but now it has happened.
Agriculture is said to be the backbone of the country, and if it is affected by this, then what
is the need for this quarry? This should be prohibited. Before the stone quarry started, the
rainfall was consistent in Karappadi Panchayat and Karavalli Panchayat was consistent.
There used to be around ten meters of water in the wells at all times. Now, even if you

dig thousand feet, there is no water. | am doing farming.

Secondly, the rainfall is not sufficient. We have planted Punjai groundnuts, and the
cost of production for one kilogram of groundnuts is 42 rupees per meter. For the past 4

to 5 years, groundnuts farming is a loss. If you look at the government, they have provided
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insurance. In Karavalli Panchayat and Karappédi Panchayat, the government has
provided insurance. In Karavalli Panchayat and Karamani Panchayat, thousands of
people have taken insurance. In other villages, there is no one taken insurance. Due to
this stone quarry, there is no rainfall. The groundwater level is affected, the people are
affected, and our livelihoods are affected. Now, agriculture is our only means of value to
us.

Without agriculture, we have no other option. There is real estate nearby; they have
bought agricultural lands. Now, those who used to have 10 acres or 20 acres have
reduced it to just four acres. Now, they are buying up all the agricultural lands to set up
granite quarries. One person is benefiting at the cost of all these farmers. Please do not
grant permission for granite now. If you do, the people of Darapuram village, Kopampalli

village, and Kaarudayan village will commit suicide. Thank you."

9. Thiru. K. Ponnusamy, Marémpalayam
"There is a stream located one kilometer away from the quarry area, and the nearby

roads are damaged. Therefore, | conclude that this quarry is not needed."

10.Thiru. Chinnaraju, Marappalayam

"Our house is just 80 meters away from the quarry. In the morning and evening, if you
look around, there is a terrible blast around four or five o'clock. | had four borewells; now,
only two remain. The other two have no water and are just standing idle. Moreover, at 70
meters, 90 meters, and 300 meters, there are villages nearby. Everything is getting
polluted due to the surrounding environment. The noise is such that Marampalayam
which is located within 100 meters, and we cannot even go that way. The sound is so
loud that it is unbearable to live. The road is very narrow; you cannot even walk on it.
Even goats and cows cannot pass on that road. Therefore, please do not allow the stone

quarry; we request its stoppage. Thank you, Sir."

11. Thiru. Muthusamy, Vadugapalayam

"Our livelihood is good, Sir; we are not affected in any way. Thank you."

12. Thiru. Natarajan, Sathymangalam

"l have come from the Forest office in the Sathymangalam area. If you have observed
before, pehmissjon is granted to these quarries in an improper manner. Now they are
asking for new license, but this has already been done improperly. Now, if you look at field
number 350/5, there is a house and a well, and even water channels; that means there
are water bodies too, and there are 500 houses. However, there is a well and houses
inside that. Then, in the outer to SF No. 349/1, there is a well; in field number 351/4, there
is one house; in SF No. 342/13, there is one house; in SF No. 342/11B, there is one
house; in SF No. 342/13A, there is one house; in SF No. 345/1C and 2, there is one



house. |s all this is within the permitted limits? If so, then | don't understand how it can be
permitted.

Similarly, the road should be at least 300 meters away from the quarry, and there
should be a distance of 500 meters from the road to the additional road leading to
Chinnamadai. It should be beyond at least 50 meters from the artificial road. If you check
now, the quality map will immediately indicate that it should not be located next to the
road. Furthermore, there is a major tower line going through the quarry. The tower line
should be at least 300 meters away. However, when the tower line runs through' the
middle of the qua.rry, it becomes a significant issue. Likewise, in the village panchayat
meetings, resolutions are being passed ten times, yet there is no solution for the quarry.

All these are being ignored, and they are still continuing to operate the quarry.

Similarly, according to the SRT (Site Rating), online permission should be obtained
twenty times. However, so far, they have only obtained it five times. Also, when this quarry
blasts, particles fly everywhere; when it blasts or breaks, particles scatter over a distance
of one to three kilometers. Therefore, no one can do cultivation properly. All the plants are
covered with dust. As a result; no one can do anything. No plant is growing. Because of
this, they are unable to complete any work at all.

Eurthermore, due to these particles flying around, there is a high chance of asthma
and Type 2 diabetes among people. They are cutting into the wells like tunnels and taking
out the water. Approximately ten to fifteen kilometers of water has gone down below. Now,
only the farmers know how much water was available before this quarry came and how
much has decreased. Therefore, they are cutting down due to the reason of excessive
allowance. This should be inspected. After inspecting it, there should be some fines
imposed, | request that. Moreover, they say that they only blast for 50 decibals, but it
actually extends to 5000 decibals. A farmer has said that his house is cracking, wild
animals are being affected, and he can't hear properly; everything is being impacted.

Sir, then why should this quarry is to be used when they don't treat the water. Wells
and borewells are all significantly affected due to this quarry. These are not rules made
by the people. They are operating against the rules laid down by the government. They
don’t obtain all permits which is required. Someone said that we are benefitted, we gain
no benefit; only the corporate companies are benefitted out of it. Because of this, we gain
no benefit; only the corporate companies benefit.

The major corporate companies are the ones benefiting from this quarry. They say we
can build houses with red clay soil, which is already available to us. Secondly, they have
stored 2 lakh tons of stones; if Tamil Nadu government uses it, there will be no stone
problem or sand problem for ten years. How many of us have built houses with granite?
Similarly, we must also avoid destroying nature. Based on the site criteria, no permission
should be granted to this quarry, which affects the surrounding environment. They are
doing this in violation of regulations. | réquest that action should be taken against those

officials who grant permissions in various departments. Thank you.



13.Subramani, Marampalayam

| am the district secretary at the Tamil Oosai Sangam, located in Karamadai Street,
Marambalaiyam. Now, Marambalaiyam is coming up with two villages in this area.
Chinnamarampalayam and Periyamarampalayam, just like in Devarpalayam where there
are two villages, but only one is counted. Secondly, near the site of the granite quarry,
close to the north-south road, there is a Neem tree and a well; there is another well nearby,
and from 200 meters away that, there are 18 acres of Kadamechal Mandhagadu
agricultural land.

Everyone knows that this Machesal Mandagadu is meant for grazing sheep and goats,
as permitted by the government. There is a water tank for the people in that Machesal
Mandagadu, and it is only 200 meters away from the granite quarry. Due to the blasting
in the quarry, the water is becoming non-available.

The second large well used to have water at a higher level. In those days, they used
to pour water for the sheep and cattle. But now, there is no water, and we are in a situation
where we have to dig deep wells. The blasting they are doing causes the deep wells to
crack. Dust from the quarry is flowing through the drainage and reaching the deep wells
and the motors as well. As a result, the farmers are the only one suffering the loss. The
quarry owners and the government are not facing any losses. |

But the government does not realize this. In the Mechal area, when ordinary people
take their sheep and goats to graze, the blasting noise scares the animals, causing them
to run away. Furthermore, when the trucks carry stones, the heavy loads raise dust and
when the vehicles emit strong smoke, it affects the village up to a kilometer away. Who is
affécted? It is the people who suffer. It is the herders who have the difficulties. Therefore,
keeping all this in mind, | humbly request the Sub-collector sir, with praying hands and
plead that this quarry should not needed. | request that the license for this quarry be
revoked.

14.Thiru. Venu Gopal, Agricultural Union Leader

"I have come from Vadukamalai. Due to this stone quarry, those who graze sheep and
goats are greatly affected as the digging is deep and extensive, which impacts the farming
community. When sheep and goats come to graze, they are heavily affected. Moreover,
if a goat or a sheep falls into a pit and dies, it affects the farming community. Now, in this
particular area, there is a quarry being established, and there are two Marampalayams
nearby. The village has become empty due to the activities of the quarry operators. In
front of the big Iandowners,v small landowners and the people in the village cannot stop it,
cannot speak out, and cannot do anything. This village is suffering for the sake of two or
three individuals while around 5000 families, 4000 families are affected and the village is
getting vacated. Therefore, cancel this, we are saying that we do not need this. Thank

you.



15. Thiru.Tamil Selvan, Madurai

"Sir, | run Sellammal Transport in Kandampatti. 1 h‘ave 10 vehicles with me. There are
40 to 50 and conductors. Right now, all the conductors and drivers have left due to
problems. Only one or two are operating the vehicles, and we are running the business
with just them. So, only one or two families are surviving. Earlier, there}were 40 or 50
vehicles, but now we are left with one or two vehicles. Because of this, our livelihood is
getting affected. If such a problematic quarry opens, our livelihood will be completely lost.
If you see the drivers, they are suffering a lot.

Now, all the people who used to work in our own town have gone abroad and are
dying without being able to find work. The transport business used to thrive well in our
hometown, but now it has declined. The reason for all this is that since around 2013
many granite quarries have stopped operating. Just few minor issues are the cause for
this. The entire motor industry is suffering because granite operations have stopped, and
many drivers have been impacted as a result of the lack of work. We kindly request you

o run this.”

16.Thiru.V.P.Su’bramani, Marampalayam

"| am Forester and located not even ten feet away from the quarry and they have taken
a full quarry. Therefore, | am the one who is affected. | am completely affected by the
granite quarry. The blasting done there is causing asthma and all kinds of diseases in the
village. Many accidents has happened on the road because of this. As a result, many are
suffering severly. That is why | request that this stone quarry be completely closed down.
In Pavalpatti village, there are many effects; whenever we try to file a petition, the quarry
operators threaten us. Many cases have been filed against them; there are many rivers
even within ten feet of the quarry. All the waste from the quarry is mixing it. There is a
designated area of five and a half acres for the industry, and in that area, they are
operating this quarry.

The designated area for grazing cattle is also where all the sheep and cattle are
grazing. They have even put up-a sign there. The area is allocated to us for grazing cattle.
Where and how can we go and graze our cattle? The designated area is allocated to us
for grazing cattle. However, after setting up a quarry there, it is no longer possible for us
to graze our cattle. There are houses within 50 feet, and blasting is happening there, but
there are no houses next to it; they have fallen down.

When they blast, the cattle get frightened and fall into the wells, resulting in casualities.
You need to take action on this. They are threatening us through people. We are the next
land owner to the quarry. They are asking without drinking. All are sleeping. All work is
being done. Hence do good in a right sense. If done, agriculture will be carried out.
* Arbitration has been done for 10 times but no one is asking we don’t want stone quarries.

If its done, that is enough.



17.Thiru.Thangamani, Kurukkampalayam

"I have a garden near the quarry. We have cattle. However, we cannot even sow
sorghum. | am doing labourer work. We cannot even plant fodder for cattles. This stone
quarry has made it impossible to even drive vehicles on the nearby road. | kindly request
that this quarry be stopped.”

18.Thiru.Shanmugam, Kurukkampalayam:

"I live very close to this quarry. Because of this quarry, | am in a situation where |
cannot do any farming. This has created a situaﬁon where we cannot live here. When this
is raised, goons are coming to beat us. They are running about with 200 lorries. However,
there is no pathway for them. No one is willing to question them. If someone asks, the
police alone who come. You must provide security. You has to bestow agriculture. Thank

you.

19.Thiru.Gopalakrishnan, Chaanarpathi:

"l extend my greetings to the leaders present here and the government officials. Sir,
there is a quarry very close to our village. Lorries should not be allowed to pass through
this way. Large container lorries are transporting loads here. Tomorrow, the I';03d will be
damaged. Panchayat has not laid this road and also Government has not allocated funds
for this, nearly this road has not been repaired for almost 15 years. We have repeatedly
mentioned this in the Grama Sabha meetings. They refused it. Therefore, | request that
this road shall be laid. Thank you."

20.Thiru.Sampathkumar, Marappagavundapudur

"My name is Sampathkumar. | come from Marappagavundan Pudhur. The title of this
meeting is the public hearing meeting. It is being conducted under the leadership of the
Sub-Collector and the Pollution Control Board. | would like to thank the officials and the
police department who are present here. The director of the meeting should see the public
present.

Particularly, the nearby village is Karappadi. How many of the villagers has spoken
may be 36 have spoken. And how many spoken from this village is to be noted. Those
spoken are from Tiruppur District. '

If you see as a village, there are two smaller villages, Devarpalayam and
Marampalayam is there. The public hearing meeting is meant for the people in this area,
and we need to check that only the residents of this area have come. If you look around,
apart from the Meenakshi Granite employees and government officials, there are only
about 20 people present. In a panchayat with 3,000 voters, not even 300 have come.
Even if there was support, not even 300 could make it. If not 300 persons, 100 people
might have come atleast. '

No one knows why they are conducting this public hearing here. | wonder if anyone

even knows that | am speaking in Tamil. They are running a lot of vehicles, and everyone's



livelihoods are being adversely affected. The damage by a specific quarry is there,
Government officials should properly assess whether this quarry is a requisite Thank you.’

21.Thiru.Ponnusamy, Kurukkampalayam

“Sir, | have been living in this area. On one side, a lot of trucks are passing by, and on
the other side, there is a crusher. We can't do anything here. Sir, we have been peeling
our hair for four years. | have mentioned this ten times in the Grama Sabha meetings. Sir,
they are getting money from them and work for them. No one is working for us.

Sir, if we ask anything more, the police were dealing us. One day, they told us we
shouldn't do this. Sir, they went and lodged a complaint with the police. | can't do anything,
sir. There are two crushers and seven quarries that have been permitted here. Sir, blasting

by this quarry, all the cattle are dying. Sir, that's why | don't want this quarry.”

22.Thiru.Santhoshkumar, Vinnapalli.

“| am speaking from Vinnapalli village. There are six quarries in this area. We are the
ones who know the difficulties. We are here within a radius of a thousand meters. | request
that this quarry is not required. If it comes to know that if we are fighting against this
quarry, they attack us with various issues. When | try to do something on my own, | am
32 years old, and when | try to fight, they are ready to file various FIRs against me; they
have already filed them. Many documents have been collected thorugh the Village council
president, and the entire village has come together to file false cases against me.

If we point out the mistakes made by government officials, we receive threats from
various sides. Otherwise, they file complaint at the police station. We fear to this, | do not
participate in any protests. It has been a month and a half since | have been working as
the legal rights secretary. Another point is that only the opinions of the people who are
present here should be taken into account. They say that they get their livelihood here,
but the livelihood they mention is only 5% out of 100%. Agriculture is predominant here.
Getting five liters of milk itself a tough task for us. We are only getting 35 per liter, and
they have even reduced that by Z5. Without livestock, no one can survive there.

If any pufampoke land is encroached upon, only the Tamil Farmers Protection
Association alone to fight. Because of this, there is no income not even of 10 paise. When
there is a problem for farmers, it is only the Tamil Nadu Farmers Association that is
protesting. All the people here come to work hard and earn their food. Only five people
alone who have come here are saying they want granite quarry. Are we taking anything
out of it? Who are these five people? In the areas of Vinnapalli and Kurumbappalayam,
there are seven stone quarries, and not a single one is operating according to the rules;
all are functioning in violation of the regulations. Moreover, | have prepared a document
regarding the loss of income. They are transporting 80 to 70 tons of materials. They are
taking them away in the name of mineral resources. -

Due to this, we are telling to the government to vote based on the reasons they are
saying, how is that possible? They obtain permission after getting the money. Not only
that, they run with five, six, or seven trucks with just one pass. We have found this and

even handed over them. Nobody has acknowledged it; they just letit go. This is happening
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for a long time. It is definitely a significant loss of income to the government. Everyone
knows this. Not only that, but there is also a decline in livestock and breeding; everything
is decreasing. What they have given is a Jersey cow, and even that is decreasing. We do
not want this quarry or granite quarry at all. You can suggest alternative to government
and change. This is our humble opinion. If permission is granted in violation of the rules,
we are ready to come down and protest; the Tamil Nadu Farmers Protection Association
will fight. ‘

The quarry is to be stopped without pushing us out. No permission should be granted
for the quarry. When this resolution is passed by the panchaya’_c, it cannot be stopped by
the President. There is a law that has been enacted for that. However, no one consider
the resolutions we pass. Until now, we have placed four resolutions in Vinnappalli; even
if there are ten resolutions here, none of them are respected, and they are just going
ahead. No one takes action. We do not understand why that is.

Specifically, the law states that there must be a 500-meter gap adjacent to the forest.
But now, they have come and reduced it as they please, which is not stipulated in any
law. We have not been able to figure out how this change was made. Now they. have
encroached upon 60 meters. How is that possible? we don’t understand? They protest
with a single brick and expected to give it for the public but they come with reduced
results. Now, the quarry is being established just 10 feet away from the forest department

as well. Therefore, we do not want the rough stone quarry or granite quarry. Thank you.

23.Thiru. Kumarasamy, Vaghuthukanampudhur

“What is the purpose of conducting Grama Sabha Meeting? Is there any value in it or
not? It has been almost six years; then why they voted for that?. The smoke that comes
from this fall on agricultural land up to one kilometer. The goats do not consume. They
say that if they go there, they will not get the smell of milk. Therefore, | request to take a
good decision. There is no need for stl)ne quarries. And if there are no jobs for the people,
they can be placed in other companies. | kindly request to make a good decision as for
as possible.

24.Thiru.Mukilan, Social Welfare Activist

We extend our greetings to the new Sub-Collector, Gobichettipalayam, who has taken
office, and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, and the Erode District Administration,
which are jointly conducting this public hearing meeting. Similarly, we urge all the officials
from the District Environmental Engineer, Revenue department, Police department, and
other related departments to protect this land. We must safeguard this country. With the
concern that this area should not be destroyed like Wayanad. | express my greetings and
welcome with love to the farmers, social welfare activists, members of the Tamil Nadu
Farmers Protection Association, granite quarry owners who have come for the
establishment of this quarry, those who have been invited by the granite quarry owners,

“and friends who have come from Andhra Pradesh believing that this quarry will develop
this area.
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My name is Mukilan. | am the coordinator of the Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement. In 2016, the Supreme Court of Delhi and the High Court of Chennai appointed-
the respected officer Sahayam to investigate the irregularities in Tamil Nadu's mineral
resources. From September 2014 to November 2015, Sahayam IAS traveled
continuously for a year and collected 415 pieces of evidence as part of the investigative
committee. During the legislative election campaign, the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu has
told the closure of the illegal sand quarry which is done by Mukilan in Karur, which led to
an attack on him. False charges were filed against him, and he was imprisoned.

Therefore, he said to cast your vote to ensure that such a situation does not arise. The
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, who came to power, spoke about the actions we took in
Tuticorin and Tirunelveli. Erode is my home district, and Chennimalai is my hometown,
but 1 am currently in Karur. This granite quarry is designated at S.F.Nos. 348, 349, 350,
and parts in S.F.Nos. 348/1B, 348/2B, and 350/5B. An ordinary laborer or a worker might
subdivide a piece of land if it is just one cent but these people are operating in 23 acres
and 8.96 Ha. But they have not subdivide a piece of land. Please inform the revenue
inspector under your jurisdiction and Pollution Control Board that the quarry should only
be registered if subdivision is done. Furthermore, when the V.A.O. provides the certificate,
it should not be indicated as a Part. You must instruct that the certificate should issue only
after a subdivision is made. This is because stating it as a part does not reflect where it
is located.

Therefore, we request that it shall be implemented. The information that we can
discuss at this public hearing is what the Project Consultant spoke before me. If this
quarry is established, there will be air pollution, noise pollution, water pollution, and not
only that, but also impacts on plants, animals, and various socioeconomic factors. How
do we rectify all of this? This is the report, a 500-page book that they has been provided
here, stating that after studying for three months and they have submitted it as a report.

Firstly, the foundation for this quarry is this book, the Minor Mineral Concession Rules
of 1959. This law is the basis for the quarry. Before speaking, the Aadhi Bhoomi company
that prepared this survey report stated that if this quarry is new, it is sufficient to check
whether there are houses within a 300-meter radius. If it is for renewal, it is sufficient if
there are houses within 50 meters, they said. | do not know which concession rules this
is based on. When obtaining permission, there may not have been houses within 300
meters. If there are houses behind that, the quarry owners could stop it, that one person
mentioned. They went to court and demolished a house built at a cost of 50 lakhs.

Kottupalayam, Tiruppur district, has 82 quarries located around Tiruppur. No one can
build a house. At that time, if there is a quarry within a 300-meter radius, there should not
be a house. If there is a house within a 300-meter radius, thére should not be a quarry.
One person spoke here; Kumarapalayam is 100 meters away. Saying village Natham
does not mean it is a house. As per the government documents, if we say recognized
houses, those houses should be indicated as references in the revenue department

documents.
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The village map and the field map, which can be referred to as FMB register, are
recognized by the Natham village panchayat as approved residential houses and only if
they are recognized by DTCP as approVed houses, they will be considered as approved
residences. This is the explanation provided for residential areas in the Minor Mineral
Concession rules. This quarry will be established accordingly. He verbally stated that
there are houses within a 300-meter radius in the field, but no matter what we say, the
government will not take it into account. They require documentation. This project report
does not include a village map. However, as part of the documentation, they have
included a picture. In the appendix, page number 74, they provided this map, stating that
this is the map of the quarry. This indicates the 25 acres of land where the quarry is to be
established, and it has been colored to show the area today.

The Minor Mineral Concession Rules clearly state that a disténce of 300 meters must
be shown from the outer boundary of the quarry. Previously, in the Gobi meeting held
here in Thookanayakkanpalayam, in the Koundampalayam panchayat, the Indirani quarry
and the Kanthasamy stone quarry were measured from the centre of the quarry, leading
the district collector to directly issue an order in the tenth month of 2023. What they are
saying is that the measurement must be taken from the outer boundary of the mining area
for a distance of 300 meters. However, they have provided the 300 meters from the center
of the quarry. Since this quarry spans 23 acres, it has already concluded within 23 meters.
There is no certificate from the Tahsilar, no certificate from the village panchayat, no
certificate from the block development officer, and no AD mines certificate. Only if all of
these are present, we will know what they are stating.

Previously, my friend mentioned that there are 20 types of deficiencies documented
here, but they have not provided any evidence of the claim that there are no houses within
300 meters. However, in their book, they have stated this information on page 270,
S.F.No. 350 Part/5B indicates that there is a house in the area where the quarry will be
- established, and | did not say this; it is mentioned in the FMB records. The field map
generated in the computer does not show any houses. However, the ladder field map,
which refers to the UDR survey conducted across Tamil Nadu from 1979 to 1985, does
show houses and wells. '

Then, the quarry is located within the area where houses are present, and | am not
saying this; it is stated in the government document. This information is provided in the
environmental project report on page 270, which has been printed. The Deputy Director
has signed it. The Revenue Inspector has signed it. The Village Administrative Officer has
signed it. The Block Development Officer has signed it, and the District Collector has also
signed it. This was signed in 2018. It has been informed that there was a house according
to the then document. This is the government certificate that has granted permission for
the Meenakshi Stone Quarry, which is located in Madurai Melur. | do not know what is
happening here. In this country, when ordinary simple people encroach on a small area,
they face various type of préssures.

But hiding the existence of a house and concealing the presence of a well, the area
where the quarry is established is not outside, but within the field, Field No. 350/5B, where
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a house exists. In another field of the quarry, 348 and 349, how would the people viewing
this know where they are? Where is 349? Where is 3507 Hiding where 349 is located ana’
where 350 is located, so that all the people do not know, what is the reason for that? You
should correct all of that. If you only mentioned 348, then where are 349 and 3507 He is
saying that five houses exist in 5B. How will the people know if five houses exist or not?
Officials should be honest. What is the point of putting it in the book and not here? Please
do not take actions to hide documents in the future.

Everything must be done transparently. In the second land of survey number 349, is
a Bhoomidhana land and leaving. that part of the land is shown in the ladder FMB. Within
the quarry, there is a well, which is shown in the map provided by this organisation. If
there are water resources, there should be a distance of 50 meters; if there is a house
there should be a distance of 300 meters (i.e) thousand feet. But within the quarry area,
there are both the well and the house. Just because the aforerhentioned officials have
incorrectly provided the certificate, today, our Revenue Divisional Officer will not issue a
certificate. Our District collector will not provide it. SEIAA will not grant it. Because last
month, 50 people protested in front of the SEIAA office, and they were arrested. The
SEIAA chairperson and members called us directly and spoke for two hours. We stated
clearly that you are all wrong and providing incorrect documents. You are not looking at it
correctly and we have told openly. In the 15-member SEIAA committee, all have agreed.
You all have read it, and | am saying that there are houses in 350/5B, and there is a well.
Once that is taken and completed, nothing has been reviewed; we will grant permission
only if the village administrative officer provides a letter. We have received the assurance
that SEIAA will re-examine the 300 meetings that | have already spoken about.

This meeting does not end here. The respected Sub-Collector present here or the
poliution control board officials will not make any decision. A Specialized Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority located in Chennai will take decision. There, SEIAA have
not seen any public hearing meetings conducted in the state environmental impact
assessment committee from 2021 until now. They have stated that you have participated
in the 300 public hearing meetings you mentioned, and they have said that the VC will
review it and take action.

Following that, the respected Secretary of the Ministry of Environment and Climate
Change, Mr. Senthilkumar, 1.A.S., and Mr. Rahul Das were mentioned in the SEIAA's
report, stating that all activities happening here are done in violation. Quarry owners are
giving 10 lakhs per acre for stone quarries, and if it is a granite quarry, they are offering
50 lakhs per acre. Regarding this payment, the chairman of the Stone Quarry Owners
Association has given an interview on television. Mukilan has stated that this is
defamatory. Consequently, the chairman of the Owners Association has written a letter to
the Chief Minister. Then we must understand what is happening here. The existence of
so many houses has been concealed. We examined the documents within a 300-meter
radius. This is the image you can see, the image shown here. Looking around this pond,
checking if there are houses within this area, we find S.F.No. 351/4 has a house located
90 meters to the west. S.F.No. 342/13A has a house in the northwest area. S.F.No.
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342/11 B has a house 90 meters northwest. S.F.No. 342/1A has a house. All these images
were taken last night at 8 PM, and they are available in the computer.

Not only that, but houses are present in 342/13A and 11B. There are two houses
located 180 meters to the north, adjacént to the 345 quarry area. These are not recently
constructed houses; they were all built during the UDR period, around the 1986s. If
officials say that these houses have collapsed, it means they have fallen into disrepair.
- The house may have been purchased by the quarry owner, is not in use, or is a thatched
or small cottage. However, it cannot be said. When we inquired with the Department of
Survey and Settlement in Chennai, they provided an answer on 15.7.2024, stating that
regardless of the current damaged state or collapse of the structure, it remains as it was
initially recorded in the original survey record. This stays right.

The Erode District Collector issued an order on 2.9.2024, directing this matter to the
SuNey Deparfmeht. The Assistant Director of the Survey Department then issued a
circular, whibh stated that even if a house recorded in the UDR and Natham Survey
Department map has collapsed, it should still be considered as it was in the original state.
Furthermore, in the delineation report of the quarry land, recognized houses, house sites,
and streams must be verified using the map, field map, and FMB (Field Measurement
Book) records. Consequently, all relevant land survey details are indicated, as reported
by the Land Surveyor.

All houses are shown in government documents such as the ladder map, computer
map, and village administration map, indicating that more than ten houses are within a
300-meter radius. Additionally, using Google Maps, we took an image from the latitudes
and longitudes along the boundary lines of 32 points around the quarry. Through Google
Earth Pro, we observed the positions of the houses: approximately 123 meters to the
west, 112 meters in the northwest, 63 meters to the northwest, 168 meters away, 279
meters to the northeast, 289 meters to the north, and further residences at 249, 235, 175,
190, 170, 171, and 145 meters. All these distances are shown in this map.

These numerous houses,13 in total located within the 300-meter radius. They are
legally disqualified from operating as per regulations, and this must be clearly stated by
the officials present here. The authorities who have provided the certification should also
affirm this. What | am saying is that it is legally unacceptable. They may come and offer
money; they may obtain permission there; they may pay even 5 crores to secure it, but
legally, it is not permissible. Only one house was around the quarry, and in May, through
a protest, the quarry was stopped. This quarry, which had been operating for years, was
mistakenly permitted by previous officials. Currently, an appeal has been filed, and the
quarry has been halted for over a year.

What I'm saying is based on legal grounds. In the same district, when the esteemed
Collector was in Chennimalai, he ordered the cancellation of a quarry permit because
there was no 10-meter distance from the truck route. At that time, RDO Subash was
present and ensured the quarry's permit was revoked. Therefore, here, we have

presented documents from the government and Google showing so many houses. There
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is also another rule here: within a 300-meter radius of the quarry, there should not be any
permanent or temporary residences for workers.

The esteemed Assistant Director of Mines in our district has |ssued an order for a
quarry. The reason is that on May 1st, an explosion occurred in Ariyur, Virudhunagar,
affecting a 3-kilometer radius. Therefore, whether it is a permanent residence, a
temporary shelter, or even a thatched hut, there is danger within the specified meters. In
May, a farmer lost his life in Tiruvannamalai district while irrigating his field near a quarry
explosion. 1 am mentioning this to emphasize that there is indeed an impact.

For this reason, officials must understand that the quarry should operate strictly based
on legal and regulatory guidelines. The quarry's inner area includes parts that are
government—authorized, and therefore, permission cannot be granted for the current
request. Furthermore, the project report specifies that there should be a 50-meter buffer
from the power line runn|ng through the area. | am not the one stating that the power line
passes through this quarry; it is clearly documented in the quarry’s project report under
Survey No. 348. The report states that if the power line is relocated 50 meters away, then
the quarry can operate. However, until now, that power line remains in its original location
within the quarry premises. Despite five years having passed, the power line is still there.
According to Section 83 of the Indian Electricity Rules, 1956, blasting is prohibited within
300 meters of both high-voltage and low-voltage power lines. To conduct any blasting
activities within this range, they would need to obtain permission from the Directorate
General of Mines Safety (DGMS). Where they have obtained permission?

50 meters of safety buffer was stipulated by the then District Collector when the lease
agreement for quarry operations was sanctioned. However, till date, they have not
adhered to this stipulation. They are deceiving the government. The reasoning behind
this is that if rock falls within the stipulated 300 meters, as was witnessed yesterday at
Kuttapalayam, near Tiruppur, when rockfall led to a major road blockade and a protest
happened. Yesterday night 8.00 PM when five goats grazing in a nearby field were hit by
falling rocks. This highlights the point we are making: that blasting within a 300-meter
radius can have serious impacts. Therefore, can permission legally be granted to this
quarry operation? It cannot be, especially not in adherence to the Indian Electricity Rules.

Moreover, on the western side of the quarry, there is a road leading to Chinnakuttai.
This is a tar road that existed even before the quarry. When it's called a tarred vehicle
path, the width is only 10 meters, or 35 feet only. However, what does the law says?
According to the 1956 law enacted by the Government of India and recognized by the
Tamil Nadu Government in 1959, it defines a public road as one that is not simply a
frequently used established path but an artificially constructed road. In official government
records, it is still classified as a public road. The law requires a 50-meter buffer from that
road. |

However, the 50-meter buffer required for a public road to the west side, which is
translates to 125 feet, is not even 20 feet. Moreover, if you examine that public road,
there’s low-voltage electricity running along it. On the eastern side of the quarry, in Plot

No. 148, electricity lines run through. There should be a 350-meter clearance from all
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these areas to the west side. Therefore, by law and according to the Minor Mineral
Concession rules, a quarry was shut down simply because there was a single house
nearby. In Tiruppur District, there are this many houses here. The Environmental Engineer
stationed here previously worked in Tiruppur District. In that district, the Uthukuli Tahsildar
issued an order regarding the power line. He stated that since electricity was passing at
only 13 meters, not the required 50 meters, they recommended revoking the quarry
permit, according to the rules. This happened right next to our district. This is the rule.

We must understand whether there is a house, an electric tower, an electric pole, a
drainage channel, a tarred road, or a water source present. There are numerous violations
here. Additionally, there are electric cables within a 300-meter radius and within a 50-
meter radius. A vehicle road also runs within a 50-meter radius. Despite all this, accord'ing
to minor mineral concession rules, in any of records of the local self-governing bodies,
union or Tamil Nadu government departments, or Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage
Board, if there are any water pumping or water supply structures within a 500-meter
radius, no mining of minor minerals should take place.

In this document, it is shown that Karappadi village is located 610 meters to the
northeast of the quarry. However, they themselves have indicated that within a 500-meter
radius, it appears. Karappadi is 400 meters away in the photographs. Why show it as 600
meters when it is actually 400 meters? This is because they measured from the center of
the quarry. Had they measured from the outer edge, Karappadi would have been within
the 500-meter range. Due to measuring from the center, they marked Karappadi as 610
meters. However, Karappadi is indeed within the 500-meter radius. It is also shown here
that Mathampalayam is within the 500-meter range.

In every village, there is a water tank, and every village has a borewell. Therefore,
there should be a 500-meter distance maintained, but here everything is within a hundred
mefers. This quarry, based on legal regulations, does not qualify for operation even
though permission was obtained in 2018 to operate Meenakshi Stone Quarry for a 20-30
year period up to 2038. | have shown you the certificates proving that this quarry does
not meet the legal criteria. Additionally, this quarry has several regulatory violations. To
specify, within this quarry, the Bhoomidhana land is situated only 10 meters away.
According to regulétions, there should be a 10-meter buffer distance for quarry operations
if fertile land is nearby. In this case, the southern boundary of S.F.No. 349/2 has
Bhoomidhana land, as well as Plot No. 355/13. The rule mandates that there must be a
10-meter separation for quarry work. | ask, have they maintained this 10-meter distance?
This is not my claim; the documents they provided include images showing quarry
operations adjacent to the Bhoomidhana land.

Therefore, this is an illegal quarry. Hence, permission cannot be granted for this
quarry. Furthermore, on the northern side of the quarry field, in S.F.No. 350, they have
conducted dperations in a remarkable manner, marked in red color. Respected officials
from the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority must be watching this. We
provide this as evidence. Look, in Plot No. 350, they have extracted stones illegally. This
is against the law. |
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In this quarry, excessive areas have been excavated, clearly indicating it as an illegal
quarry. Furthermore, regarding the quality of drinking water here, the project consultant
claimed that everything is of good quality. However, the project report states on page 7
that drinking the water directly from here would lead to various diseases and that it should
be boiled before consumption. This is not my statement; it is mentioned in their project
report, which details that TDS should ideally be 500, yet the permissible level should be
200. The water in nearby agricultural land shows a TDS level of 984. Additionally, the total
hardness should be 200 mg, but it is recorded at 350 mg.

Chloride should be at 250, but it is at 472. Due to these factors, the water here is in a
condition where it cannot be used. You need to understand something. It has been
planned to take water from this district and supply it to three other districts. The
Athikadavu-Avinashi drinking water project is one that was fought for by Gnanamoorthy.
Many people here conducted protests on his behalf. Even after the Chief Minister
announced it under the 110 rule in the Legislative Assembly, we did not stop the protest.
An allocation of 217 crore was approved and set aside, and an official report was brought
to that area, which led to the end of the protest. For sixteen days, those who went on a
hunger strike and led countless movements in Tamil Nadu did so to secure the Avinashi-
Athikadavu project. Unfortunately, this project does not apply to the lakes here. The
reason is that if water reaches these lakes, grahite quarry operations cannot continue. I
record this with a sense of distress. We are also requesting the government, through our
Sub-Collector, to connect all the lakes in this area to the Avinashi-Athikadavu project to

ensure arrangements for filling these lakes and ponds.

Not only that, but this issue has also been raised ten times in the Gram Sabha
meetings, as mentioned by a friend who spoke earlier. When we talk about the Gram
Sabha, it is equivalent to the Supreme Court. A massive protest occurred against the
quarries, similar to the Namagiri Hill protest in Odisha and the Kudankulam nuclear plant
protest, where 180 false cases were filed. In the Namagiri protest, 640 false cases were
filed. In response to that protest, the Supreme Court stated that permission for mining
should be sought from the Gram Sabha. If they approve, proceed with mining; if not, do
not. The people in that area upheld this in their Gram Sabha meeting. Through the Gram
Sabha meetings, a decision was reached after six years of protest, saying, "We do not
want mining.” The Gram Sabha resolution is considered equivalent to decisions made in
the Legislative Assembly or Parliament. In the village of Kalingapatti, for example, Vaiko'’s
mother led a protest against a liquor shop. The Gram Panchayat passed a resolution
opposing the liquor shop in the Gram Sabha meeting. The High Court accepted this and
issued an order prohibiting liquor shops in Kalingapatti. They have conducted the Gram
Sabha meeting ten times, even the previous day also. So, where is the law? Where is the
rule of law? Where is the constitutional law? Where are the regulations you speak of?
None of these seem to be in practice here. Our esteemed Sub-Collector should inform
the District Collector about this Gram Sabha meeting. We wanted the District Collector to

come and address this issue. The reason is that in the village of Sivanmalai in Tiruppur
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district, the government announced the establishment of a granite quarry. Two thousand
people gathered and protested against public hearing meeting. As a result, the public
hearing meeting for that project did not take place there. | '
The respected Tiruppur District Collector, Mr. Krishnaraj, stated in his report that if this
project comes to Sivanmalai, there will be a significant law and order issue. Hence, he
advised not to bring the project here. Similarly, in the same district in 2010, a toxic waste
management project was proposed in Perundurai SIPCOT to handle waste from eight
districts for recycling purposes. The meeting for this project was attended by Minister
N.K.K. Periyasamy and Members of the Legislative Assembly. In that meeting, the then
District Collector also emphasized that such a project should not be brought to this -
location. Similarly, just as it was advised not to bring the granite quarry project to
Sivanmalai, the toxic waste management project in Perundurai SIPCOT was canceled,
| we request that you not only provide a report recommending against this project but also
include your opinions in the minutes of this meeting. We urge that, as a young official, you
take this as a commitment to serve the people in the long term by documenting your
opinion in the minutes.

Next, they beautifully spoke about the quarry here. whether it's a road by the national
or Union Government, National highways, or Tamil Nadu State Government, whether it's
a state highway or connecting roads like MDR (Major District Roads) and ODR (Other
District Roads), or even roads constructed by the panchayat council, there are regulations
for how many vehicles should travel and with what load. The Supreme Court has ordered
that on rural roads, only ten tons of load is permitted. When we say ten tons, you may not
understand the measurement. Let me clarify: if you load a tractor on its load leve! with
stone or M-sand and transport it, it is 10 tons. In granite quarries, they cut and extract
between five cubic meters and 15 cubic meters.

The government spends 30 lakhs rupees on rural roads and 210 Crore rupees on
state highways. However, on these state highways, the permissible load for vehicles is as
follows: éix—wheeled vehicles are allowed up to 18 tons, ten-wheeled trucks up to 28 tons,
twelve-wheeled trucks up to 35 tons, sixteen-wheeled trucks up to 42 tons, and sixteen-
wheeled trucks only up to 48 tons. But here, they are carrying loads of 100 tons. Look
anywhere and see if there is a weighbridge that measures less than 100 tons. The roads
here are designed to support only up to 48 tons, yet the weighing machines show weights
up to 100 tons.

Even if a vehicle carries just one ton over the limit, a fine of 20,000 rupees must be
imposed, and for each additional ton, an extra fine of 2,000 rupees should be applied.
According to the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, under Sections 113, 113(13), 114, and 194, a
case should be filed and fine should be impoéed. It is specified as damage to public
property, and the documents of the offending vehicle should be canceled. Additionally, the
driver’s license must be revoked, as mandated by the Motor Vehicles Act. Roads are
supposed to last for eight years, but they don’t even hold up for three years. Roads worth

‘several crores are being damaged due to these quarries. Similarly, a friend mentioned

that the timing allowed for blasting is from 5:30 to 8:00, while the official hours for quarry
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operations are from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. No work or loading should take place inside
the quarry after these hours.

The timing for blasting should be during the lunch break, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
The President mentioned that blasting is being done at night. | asked the Erode Revenue
Divisional Officer that how many lorries have been seized, and he replied that only seven
vehicles were seized over the entire year. This is the situation; public tax money, the taxes
we pay, is being used as salaries for the officials. These activities need to be monitored,
and action must be taken. Due to the official’s lack of action, rural roads, panchayat roads,
district roads, and state roads are all being damaged. Action must be taken atleast now
on this issue. _

Many people have said here, 'We are working here; give us the opportunity; gfant
permission for this quarry. Furthermore, the quarry owner has submitted an affidavit on
page number 319, stating, "l provide Provident Fund for all workers. | provide ESI for all
workers. | also provide insurance for all workers."

In Karur, we secured 24 lakh rupees in compensation for the family of someone who
lost their life in a quarry incident. The government provided 14 lakhs, and the quarry owner
contributed 10 lakhs. Here, due to the operation of this quarry, only one percent of people
benefit as income. We may have one meal, but we pay 18% GST. Three feet up is
personal property, and three feet below is society property, so contributing one percent
from it is significant. Previously, the Dravida Munnetra government, in its election
manifesto and even in the 2012 manifesto, stated in the 200th section that granite quarries
would no longer be given to private entities and would instead be managed by the
government. This needs to be implemented.

This quarry is from Melur. We are the workers who were part of that team. Even last
week, in Melur, the government put up the quarry for auction and shut down the granite
quarries. In Vellore, from Pattithirucholai village, the stones in Melur, specifically the
Yellow White, are priced at 15 lakh rupees per square feet. The government collects
Rs.2210 per cubic meter for one stone, amounting to Rs.22,100 per cubic meter and
totaling 12.5 lakh rupees. At that time, after inspecting 2000 quarries, an honorable report
was issued by the today’s Commissioner in Coimbatore. Here, there are two lakh granite
stones. If the government auctions these stones, it would result in significant revenue, as
per his statement. Subsequently, Mr. Sagayam submitted a report. Through this, we are
also requesting the Tamil Nadu government to take action on the report submitted by Mr.
Sagayam. If such action is taken, half of the debt in Tamil Nadu could be cleared. We
urge that these granite quarries be managed effectively.

Now, with respect to green cover they said that they would plant 3000 trees. We went
and checked. They claimed they would plant native trees like banyan, fig, neem,
pongamia, and poovarsu, not foreign species, but practically, if you go and see, they have
only planted foreign trees on one side of the quarry. Not even 300 trees are planted here.
What is mentioned in the plan and what has been done in practice? This applies not only

to this quarry but to all quarries. For an acre, where did you plant 200 trees? The stone
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quarries here have received permits four or five times. Where have you planted the trees?
There is nothing. This is the current state of affairs.

In the owner’s hometown of this quarry, there are two lakh granite stones that should
be properly extracted and utilized. This request must be communicated to the
government. Before starting quarry operations, the Pollution Control Board clearly
instructs that a proper fence must be installed around the quarry. Installing the proper
fence is a government order. Not only this, when the honorable Chief Secretary, Suyaz
Kh'an, was in office, on 26.07.2023, it was mandated for government officials to survey all
quarries. By the end of September 30th, during August and September, fencing was made
around all operational quarries. Is there any fencing around the active or completed
quarries here? A meter of fencing should be installed and it is stated in the EMP plan.

Then, it's all fraudulent. Next is the affidavit. There must be a 300-meter distance for
all quarries. The project consultant stated that 60 meters is sufficient, as claimed by the
project owner. The affidavit states that there are no houses within 120 meters. However,
the government has documented how many houses are actually present. The affidavit
they provided is a false and deceptive document. Therefore, as far as we are concerned,
we are not against quarries. If you operate legally, even if Mugilan comes and speaks,
there’s nothing that can be done to stop it. But if it's not legal, then even ordinary people
will oppose the quarry.

Regarding this District, the areé has been illegally supplied with explosives for almost
nine years, with approximately 2,100 tons of explosives being obtained for the Easwari
Quarry located in Thuriyampalaym near Gobichettipalayam. It is unclear how these
explosives were obtained. On the 8™ of last week, an explosion occurred in Tiruppur,
resulting in the death of four people. The explosion was carried out by individuals from
Nambiyur and Tiruppur, leading to the loss of four lives.

In Erode district, explosives are being obtained illegally and transported to surrounding
districts. The District Collector of Tiruppur has pointed this out, noting that the explosives
are not coming from outside the Tiruppur district but are actually sourced from Erode
district. The newly appointed Sub-Collector here should be made aware that illegal
movement of explosives is ongoing, as stated by the then Gobi Sub-Collector in a
discussion three years ago. In Indirani Stone Quarry at Thookkanayakkanpalayam and
Goundampalayam, borewell explosives are being used illegally. The law requires that
only Nonel blasting should be used. However, quarry owners have admitted of using
borewell blasting methods. The quarry owner has even signed to acknowledge this
violation and also the farmers in that area. Despite the respected Gobi Revenue Divisional
Officer and Tahsildar, Gobichettipalayam being aware of illegal blasting with explosives,
no action has been taken, resulting in the death of two people in Thuraiyampalayam.
Therefore, there is illegal blasting activity happening here. The quarry is being operated
in violation of the law. _

To District Environmental Engineer, no public hearing is conducted at 10.00 a.m.
Please schedule the meeting for 11 AM to allow farmers to attend. | am traveling since 7

AM to reach this meeting. Therefore, | kindly request that the meeting be set for 11 AM.
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Similarly, in places like Kérur and Coimbatore, nearby villages are informed through
leaflet distribution. | request that the meeting be organized so that everyone is informed.
A worker from the quarry informs the Panchayat President that a public hearing meeting
is taking place. Government officials did not inform, nor did they obtain signatures from
the Panchayat President. Then, what is the purpose of having so many officials? The
Village Administrative Officer should conduct weekly inspections of all operational
quarries. Similarly, the Revenue Inspector should inspect 75% of the quarries, and the
Tahsildar should inspet 50% of the quarries. The Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO) must
inspect and submit reports on 25% of the quarries, while the District Revenue Officer
(DRO) should review and report on 10%. Finally, the District Collector should inspect 5%
of the quarries. We are only asking for adherence to the law. Please act accordingly.

~ Your responsibility, given to you, is to protect the people. Wayanad was destroyed,
and in 2014 the impact was seen as predicted by the one who reported in 2010, warning
the Union Government that three districts would face destruction if action wasn't taken
based on his report. This warning went unheeded, and those districts were indeed
affected. Among the 147 dangerous zones in India, six districts in the Western Ghats
Coimbatore, Nilgiris, Erode, Theni, and Dindigul are included. Thus, we find ourselves in
a precarious situation. Here, schools were closed for 12 days due to extreme heat caused
by the extensive quarries and elevated temperatures. The reasons are countless.
Preventing damage is not just about writing in papers. We speak for future generations.
For not establishing the Green cover alone, he was order to cancel the permission of the
quarry.

In Kodangipalayam, it is started. Ramakrishna quarry has not grown green belt in
September 2022. In this district, none of the stone quarries. Will action be taken?
Therefore, what we are saying is backed by evidence. Village administrative officers
should not issue incorrect certificates. Due to this, a village administrative officer in Karur
district has faced a criminal case. A case has been filed against him for falsely stating that
there were no houses within a 300-meter radius. In Tiruppur district, at Palayam, a village
administrative officer named Tamilselvi acknowledged in writing, "I mistakenly issued
incorrect documentation due to lack of awareness and will no longer issue such
certificates." The Tahsildar has submitted a report regarding this. Please do not issue
false certificates. A single grain indicates the quality of the entire pot of rice. In the ninth
month of 2023, we submitted this matter to the Tiruppur Collector. The explosion incident
should be reported to everyone, from the Sl to the SP, and from the Tahsildar to the District
Coliector.

District Environmental Engineer, Perundurai:

Then, the District Environmental Engineer requested Mukilan to finish the speech
quickly, as four more people are scheduled to speak after him. (There was a bit of
commotion in between.)

Sub-CoIIéctor, Gobichettipalayam:
Mr. Mukilan, please be a little quiet. Your opportunity is being given continuously.

Therefore, | request you to express your thoughts briefly and conclude quickly.
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Following that, Thiru.Mukilan continued with his comments.

This Melur granite quarry, according to fhe law, has houses within 300 meters,
residential plots, and village settlements within a 300-meter radius. Inside the quarry area,
there is a high-voltage power tower, and similarly, on the west side of the quarry, there is
no 50-meter safety distance for the low-height electric line. Additionally, there is no 50-
meter distance from the tar road leading to Chinnampatti on the wést side of the quarry,
and on the south side, there is not even 10-meter distance from the Bhoomidhana land
at survey numbers 349/2 and 355/13. The law prohibits quarry work beyond the boundary
of the quarry, yet on the north side, quarrying activities were conducted in unauthorized
areas where permission was not sought, and rocks were extracted and processed.

All actions that are contrary to the law have been taken here, including illegal blasting
without placing safety explosives and have failed to install fencing. All these actions have
led to pollution resulting in severe health issues like BP, diabetes, and asthma. This
statement is not intended to hurt anyone's sentiments or waste anyone's time. We are
merely highlighting the regulations that should be followed. Thank you for the opportunity
to express this in adherence to the law and regulations.

25.Thiru. Venugopal, State President (Farmers Association)

Today, because Mr. Mugilan spoke at this meeting, we have understood many issues.
He has come from somewhere else to address the problems in our area, explaining all
the laws and rules thoroughly, providing 100% clarity. It is likely that these authorities are
aware of these things, and even if they are aware, anyone can come to this meeting and
say anything regarding this issue, and anyone can give their opinions from anywhere. No
one should obstruct or oppose it.

He has come hére for us, not for himself. This meeting has been organized for the
people of this area, and he has spoken on behalf of the people here. Therefore, everything
he said is 100% correct, legally sound, and everything must operate according to the law.
From what he has spoken, it is clear that quarrying cannot continue here. What you need
to do now is to put a full stop to this issue here.

All the existing quarries should be checked to ensure they are operating according to
the law. Action must be taken on all the quarriés that the people have raised concerns
about, and those that need to be stopped should be stopped. Only after resolving issues
with existing quarries should perfnission be sought for new ones. How many people are
affected, and now they say that the quarry provides work for driving trucks, but those truck
drivers threaten people, driving with disregard. Secondly, | want to say that if there are
areas without any issues, let them go and set up the quarry there. | am not saying "no" to
that.

But there should be no damage on us, no issues, no damage on the public, and no
harm to agriculture. Yet all the quarries are operating with negative effects. Until action is
taken to address all these issues, why start new quarries? Go and resolve the existing

issues first. What is the use of these public hearings if, after listening to every opinion, no
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action is taken? If you look closely, no quarry should actually be operational. Today, no
action has been taken on any quarry; until now, people lacked awareness, which is why
so many quarries were allowed to operate. Otherwise, the people wouldn’t allow it.

Today, ten leaders like Mugilan have emerged in Tamil Nadu. From now on, people
will definitely not remain silent. Many people didn’t come, it's true, but do you know why
they held a Gram Sabha meeting? It's to say that this quarry should not come here. Has
anyone expressed support for the quarry? If anyone had, they would have spoken up.
There aren’t such people, so how could they be here sitting with us? All kinds of people
have come here, which speaks a certain truth. Therefore, as people affected by this, we
ask, as our leader mentioned, to amend everything according to the law to address the
issues. We all agree with that view. If again stone quarry is brought here, we are prepared
to unite and fight under Mugilan. Thank you.

26.Gopalsamy, Annur

| am a member of the Tamil Nadu Farmers Protection Association. Now the
government itself is coming to ask us about our own demise. They're asking us, "Will you
die today or tomorrow?" They are digging our graves and asking us if we want to be buried
in it. Our protests, like those in SEIAA, are acknowledged by the officials like 1AS, IPS
officers themselves. Yet, no discussion has been conducted for any public hearing. So,
what is the purpose? Why does it needed? Your time is being wasted, as well as the time
of the public. Why is this happening?. Government itself openly give a statement on this.
The IAS officer Mr. Sagayam, a highly honest official, stayed up all night at the burial
grounds to prepare a report recommending action on quarrying worth a hundred thousand
crores. What was done after that? The report was handed to the officials, and that was
happened. What action did you take? You gave away quarry rights worth a hundred
thousand crores to the districts of Madurai, Coimbatore, and Erode. There used to be a
mountain called Yaanai Malai, but now it's gone. They keep talking about "development,
development." Puliyampatti is a drought-prone area, Predominantly reliant on livestock
and dry-land agriculture. This devastation is because of the quarry. These kinds of
damages are affecting us severely, with bribes being given to officials. Ninety percent of
the farmers livelihoods have been depleted. Water resources and other government
schemes for water management are now restricted to only a few areas and this granite
quarry is the cause. The irrigation projects like Kaalippalayam, Sirumugai and Avinashi
Ari Kulam are water resource projects introduced around Puliyampatti, being a drought-
prone area. The reason for the poverty in this region is mainly due to the quarry. To protect
the local area, bring in sustainable industries related to livestock and agriculture. Bring
industries that are non-disruptive and will not harm the land or resources. | request that
industries which do not damage adversely the land or resources be introduced in this
area.

27.Thiru. Tamilselvan, Madurai

Sir, you've come here, and they say that to stop the quarry, which affects around 5,000
to 10,000 families. Can you say what their current situation is, or what their livelihood has

become today?
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The District Environmental Engineer stated that the public hearing was properly
recorded. He mentioned that if there are any written comments to be mentioned in this
meeting, they could be submitted to the District Collector's office. On behalf of the TNPCB
Board and the District administration, he extended gratitude to all participants of the public
hearing and declared the session has concluded.

With this, the public hearing has concluded.
Further, the following letters were submitted directly by the people during the

meeting. The individuals/organizations that submitted their letters (copies attached) are:

Here is the complete list with all 2 entries:
S.No Name Address

1 Public Kandisalai, Karappadi and
Marampalayam, Karappadi Panchayat,

Bhavanisagar Union, Erode District.

2 Shalini Environment Educational | Room No-3, Opposite Head Post Office,

Society ‘ Subash Road Alanthpuramu.

Other Enclosures:

1) Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily News paper
Tamil & English dated 12.09.2024)

2) Copy of Attendance sheet of the public hearing meeting along with
photographs and DVD Disc recorded with the entire proceedings of public

hearing. ,
<gfu ey
District Environmental Engineer, Sub-Collector,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Gobichettipalayam Division,
%\‘\m Perundurai Erode District
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