Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted for the M/s.S.R.Muthupandi Rough Stone '
Quarry, S.F.No. 34/1A, 1B, 2, 52/2, 3 & 60/2, Viralipatti Village, Vadipatti Taluk, Madurai
District held on 06/08/2024 at 11.00AM at M/s.Green Park Residency, (Sathya Arangam),
Door No. 5-1-21/5, NH -7, Court Opposite, Main Road, Vadipatti , Madurai District

Present:

Thiruvalargal:

1" R.D. Shalini : Revenue Divisional Officer,
' Madurai,

Madurai District.

? Dr.R.Gunasekaran : District Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai District

3 R. Udaya ' Assistant Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai District

4 M.Devakirubai : | Assistant Engineer,
| TamilNadu Pollution. Control Board,
_| Madurai District

15 Project Proponent and public : | As per Attendance Register
(Copy of Register is enclosed)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai

The District Environmental Engineer cordially welcomed the Revenue Divisional
Officer, Madurai who presided over the public hearing conducted on that day..
He also welcomed the Revenue Department officials, Police Department officials, Press

people, Social Activists, proprietor of M/s.S R Muthupandi Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry,
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Project consultant, workers and the public who participated in the public hearing meeting.

_ In the beginning of the public hearing meeting, District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai explained that the press release about this public
hearing was issued in both Dinathanthi(Tamil) and The New Indian Express (English) newspaper
on 05/07/2024.

. Sufficient publicity was made with regard to the public hearing meeting in nearby
villages on 05/08/2024 using Auto rickshaw. Pamphlets were distributed to the public. Posters
were pasted at prominent places. Banners were also displayed. In addition to that Environmental
Impact Assessmént Project Report and Executive Summary both in Tamil and English ha\;e been
placed for the public viewing on Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board website and 5 main offices

in Madurai district.

As per the EIA Notification, 14.09.2006, as amended on 2009, it is necessary to
conduct public hearing for grant of environmental clearance. Hence, public hearing for quarrying
of ordinary stones by M/s. S.R.Muthupandi Rough Stone Quarry, S.F.No. 34/1A, 1B, 2, 52/2, 3
(g’c 60/2, Viralipatti}Village, Vadipatti Taluk, Madurai District over an extent of 4.20.0 Hectare is
being held today.

The District Environmental Engineer informed that public can express their views once
the presentati(;n by the representatives of the unit is over. The views of the public will only be
recorded only and-no decision will be arrived during this meeting. The recorded views of the
public will be sent to the SEIAA, Chennai with the approval of Revenue Divisional Officer,
Madurai. He kindly requested the public to register only the views related to this project by
mentioning their name and the name of the place clearly. Further, he said that the public can

express their views verbally or in writing.

The District Environmental Engineer welcomed Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

to preside over the meeting.



Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

RDO informed that this meeting M/s. Muthuppandi Rough stone and Gravel Quarry
is conducted to get the views of the public for setting up of the Quarry. The public can register
 their views by mentioning their name and address and. mentioning the name of their village. She

said that all the public will be given opportunities to express their opinions one after the another.

Technical presentation by Environmental Consultant

The Environmental Consultant of M S.R.Muthupandi Rough Stone Quarry,
S.F.No.34/1A, 1B, 2, 52/2, 3 & 60/2, Viralipatti Village, Vadipatti Taluk, Madurai District
briefly explained the salient aspects of the proposed project.(Copy enclosed)

1. Thiru. C. Netaji, State Deputy General Secretary, Tamil Nadu Agriculture

Protection Association, Usilampatti.

He said that there are numerous violations of rules in this Stone quarry and he

"said that he will submit the relevant documents, he said that natural destruction is
happening and we are also facing a natural disaster similar to that happened in Kerala. He

said that an accident happened in quarry in Aviyur village near in Kariyapatti before one

month and many of them died in this accident.

He said that in earlier times water was found in natural springs and streams, we
were able to drinking water that could flow in those water streams. There were countless

natural resources, but today it is not found.

He said that water was used from the river and then from the well and later

from the borewell and due to quarries now the water table has gone below. He also said

that now water can be taken only after digging almost 800 feet, he also said that there are -

many agricultural land available in this area, even after digging 1000 feet no water is
coming since the water table has gone done and we are drinking acid. He also said that

" since there is no water supply, we are pﬁrchasing water for Rs. 10/- for one pot.



. He said that the reason for this situation is the degradation of such natural
resources, Natural degradation is going on due to such stone quarries, we were cooking
and eating the fish that Was running in that river, no one went to the hospital at that time,
we have been going to the hospital ever since we started to degrade nature, diseases have
also increased, we are taking too many medicines, thus quarrying should not be done as it
destroys nature. It just looks like stone to us. But that stone is a stone that can purify

water.

He said that the stone can hold water. During periods of good rainfall, the stone
can be used as.a water reservoir. Even after three months, the water will remains inside
the rocks, he said that we are depleting the ground water level by breaking such rocks, we
are already running out of water and we are not fully getting the water which we need
from Mullai Periyar, every time we have to struggle to get water for agriculture. He said
that we are destroying nature, all the fishers such as carps, anchovy, walleye carp ahs
become extinct. He said that human race can survive only if those species survive, there

is a possibility that the human race will also become extinct.

He said that what Geological researchers are saying today is that Chennai is
going to sink in the year 2040, what American scientists are saying is that America and
India are taking the earth by blasting it, so the Earth has become so light that it has
already sunk 8 centimeters downwards, says the Geological Survey report, we. are facing

different disasters due to changing nature.

He said that even in times of drought, we are facing disaster because we are
destroying the natural environment, apart from that there are houses near the Stone
Quarry, there are streams, there is a agriculture farm. Fherefore he expressed his opinion
that permission should not be given to this quarry and said that he would file a writ

petition.



2. Thiru. Karuppiah, Viralipatti.

He said that, the reason that they are supporting for this quarry is because there
are no factories in their village and this quarry will provide employment opportunities to
50, 60 people in their village, all of them are running towards Vadipatti and Madurai for
job opportunities and there is a water problem and he also said that lorries should not
enter the town and stone quarry owners have said that they are storing rain water and
have already dug pits to store rain water in it and that water is béing used for stone quarry

operation.

He said that they have asked for proper protection and the owners have said that ,

they are doing it properly and they have said that the lorries loaded with gravel should not
come into their village and the owners of the quarry accepted that they will not come. He

_said that the quarry owners have given written consent.

. Thiru. Balachandran, Viralipatti

He said that they said that their Villaée was practicing three harvest per year at
the past and he also said that there is no agriculture carried out in Kulasekaran Patti, and
the:re is no agriculture carried out in any of the nearby village he said that in Vaigai, water
has been opened 20 days ago and seven acres of paddy is grown on his land, he said that
anyone can come and visit his field, he said that when dust comes from gravel quarrieé,
there will not be yield here, he said that there is no change of operating quarries without

dust, he said that blasting carried out in Kulasekaranpatti is felt in Viralipatti.

He said that due to blasting in Viralipatti no house will exist here, he also
said that the quarry owners will use only village roads, the children goihg to school are
using this village road only. He said that the sfream side road cannot be used during rainy

“season and in the remaining six to seven months, they will be using village road only. He

said that this area is adjacent to the foothills, not only humans, but all the small animals

07



live in the mountains, such as rabbits and buffaloes, are affected by the blasting
operations. He said that this quarry is a disaster for their village and this quarry should

not be permitted in their village.

. Thiru. K.Muthukalai, Viralipatti

He said that this quarry is located at the foothills of Sirumalai, he said that they
explained that the depth of the quarry is 34 feet, but they have already removed 34 feet of
soil and they took‘34 meters and took 24 feet, in this situation, if soil is fak'e:n in their
village, the village will be affected. He said that all of them are dependent on agriculture
and rearing of goatsy and cows an'd they are their heirlooms, he also said that the road

facilities are also not good, he said that this quarry is not needed in this village.

. Thiru. P.Thangapandi, Viralipatti

He said that he is a farmer and he attended the public hearing meeting held at
Viralipatti Village and recorded their opinion. He also said that the proposed quarry has
assured that there will not be any dust emission and lorries will not use village roads, but
the existing quarry utilized only village roads and the agriculture was highly affected,
there are many farmers here. He said that this quarry has already excavated the gravel. He
said that this is a existing quarry and now applying for permission by changing the name
of the owner. He said that in the previous 4 Grama Sabha meeting meetings had passed a

unanimous decision not to permit the stone quarry and sand quarry.

"He said that the government should give an answer to it and in the last Grama
Sabha meeting also it was decided not to permit the stone quarry and sand quarry. He
said that due to this quarry there will be many problems, the dust from the quarry will
affect children and old age people. He said that there will be Asthma problem due to the
dust.

He said that now there is water scarcity in Viralipatti and you can ask the women
in this: crowd that water is needed for everything from bathing to washing and he also

said that during the dry season, the wells around the quarries run dry, so there is only



“water in that quarry and there is no water even for rearing goats and cows. There were
only two posters pasted regarding this quarry. He said that they stopped the auto

rickshawa at one place and made announcement and he his having evidence for that.

He said that many people are not aware about this quarry, he said tf;at demands of
Viralipatti village people should be considered and he is having common petition
signatured by-30 people from the Viralipatti village. He said that due to this quarry there
will be degradation of Environment, cattle will be affected, due to blasting agriculture

farm will be affected, he said that there are agriculture farm and streams, houses nearby.

He said that people are working in the streams in 100 days scheme, he said that his

village is dependent on agriculture and this is their livelihood and the owners are only

increasing their economy but the factory is only affecting them, let their village live as
agricultural land and what problems will arise if you set up this quarry. They say it is 34
.meter, he said that lot of people here don't know that it is 120 to 130 feet in the
calculation, if you see the place where the old quarry is, it is 110 feet from the quarry.

The depth is greater, so there is only water there.

He said that 34 meters is 134 feet depth and all farmers should know that one day
there will be a huge drinking water scarcity, he said that they don't want this quarry, let
the village of Viralipatti remain as agricultural land and said that they will put their views
in writing and all the women in the village wrote a petition and handed it over to the

Revenue Division Officer.

. Thiru. Gnanasekaran, Social activist, Kachaikatti Village:

He said that previously a public hearing meeting was held at the same place and he
has been a social activist despite various hardships and Kachaikatti village has more
_quarries in their village and said that quarries are more in these areas, he said that he
doesn’t know why such a hearing is held and also none of the quarries were properly
operating as per the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959. He also said that

Government officials assured that they will solve the problem but nothing happened.
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He said that they have submitted many petitions and the government officials have
submitted petitions in response and in the reply petition they said that the lorries of the
quarry should be covered with tarpaulins when moving, but that did not happen in their
Kachaikatti village. He said that even after repeated petition there is no proper response.
He said that officials come and say they are investigating but nothing happens, he said
that he filed 14 petitions to Pollution Control Board and Stone quarry vehicles commuters

are using the stream route more.

He said that similarly, there is a rule that only certain weight should be. carried on
village roads, but without réspecting it, lorries go with tons of load, due to this the roads
are damaged, no matter how many‘ petitions were given in this regard, no proper response
was received, he said that officers should come through Kachaikatti village and visit the
quarry and his house is near the road and there is a lot of dust and there is dust in the food
he eats which causes asthma, wheezing, sinus proi)lems, lung problems and stone
problems.

He said that although such views were expressed in all the public hearings, no
appropriate action was taken, if you tell them directly that no one has come to visit, they
fear that threaten that quarry is in the hands of big shots, we were asked to give petition
to Collector, Chief Minister he also said that no matter how many petitions were given,
no action was taken, he said that they asked the collector directly in their village and said
that there are many essential problems like this, they cannot drink water, there is a lot of
dust and they said that they will come and see for themselves, but no one came.

He said that why are they just giving an answer like this? No matter how much
awareness is given that everyone in his family has asthma and sinus problems, the
problem persists. He said that although quarrying is essential, everything must be done
within the framework of the law, after cutting down a hundred trees, they start digging at
that place, there is a rule not to use streams, but they only use streams, who is questioning

all this? They threaten to kill us if we speak against it.



He said that there is a rule that they should not use village roads, but they are use
it. Almost 60, 70 tons of load carrying lorries ply on the roads, none of the authorities
notice. He said that this situation is going to c&me in Viralipatti village as well and it will
affect everyone. He said that I am speaking under affecfed circumstances, so everyone
sh(;uld cooperate and unanirhously give petitions in the Grama Sabha meeting saying no
to quarrying, it will not only affect us but also the farmers and the beés.

He said that there is no beehive in Kachaikatti village, Pollination doés not tak'e
place, we took a picture as a precaution and informed, No action. He said that not to start

any new quarry thinking that this crowd is gathered just for eye-wash, officials visit the

existing quarry and solve the problem. He said that there were many problems and he *

didn't know how to inform it.

. - Thiru. Thavamani, Viralipatti:

He said that man can only dépend on nature for his needs and it was informed that
not to mine river sand the government banned it, he said that they were informing about
noise and air pollution which will be due to this quarry and precautions were explained.
He said that let us wait and see whether they follow if not we can stop the quarry. He said

that if an action takes place, it will cause many problems, let's see how it goes.

He said that how can we say that without an action, so many problems will arise?
A coconut fiber factory came and they dumped waste like mountains, it's all unknown.

He said that how much business is going on now? soil is not available for road

construction, when doing one action, another thought comes. He said that don't block an |

‘action before doing it, he said that he will be the one to say no to this project if there is

any problem.

He said that they are telling about the methods of production, we have the right to
ask why it was not done, we will stop when they go wrong, he said that the government

will examine everything that what were we talk and do.
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8. Thiru. Selvaraj, Kambur:

He said that we have created an understanding against mineral exploitation and the
local people have come together and voiced many opinions, that is their understanding, I
don't know how many people know that something is going on. He said that the world is
going to end very soon and who is responsible for this is not nature and human mistakes
are responsible for destroying nature, he said that floods occurred in Chennai at present is
because of man's excessive greed and desire for money, he also said that flood occurred

in Tuticorin.

He said that the reason for this is the melting of the ice caps in the Ar.ctic Ocean
and the impact that has traveled thousands of miles to hit Chennai, there are so many
villages and houses here, there are streams. He said that a report has been submitted that
if a quarry is to be déveloped, there are many regulations and rules have been laid down
that no one should be harmed, there should be no harm to the environment, Schools
should not be affected, natural resources éhould not bé harmed, because this world does
not belong to us alone today. He said that belongs to all beings, this human life can
survive only if all living things are good, due to this human error, there has been a

problem in the nearby village of Wayanad for 10 days.

He said that if anyone is responsible for this, it is us, the Western Ghats, a
mountain that originated almost before the appearance of living things, it is the toughest
mountain, but if there is a landslide in that mountain, the reason is because humans have
Broken the mountain and broken the rocks to develop tourist sites for cash and money in
wayanad so many people were killed and got drowned and arms and legs separated apart,
and their bodies could not be found. He said that so much is going on and you are saying

that we are opening a further quarry.

He said that but the vadipatti getting destroyed, if we give space to this it will
not only affect us but also our generation will be put in a difficult situation, he said that
money can be earned in many ways. He said that at present the government has come up

with so many schemes, such as 100 days work project, house building project and
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everything like cattle farming and allocating crores of funds to panchayats, if these

panchayat funds are used properly, all the poor people here will become rich.

He questioned that where did this fund go? Today we come and trust this
quarry and give jobs to 30 people, they are claiming that they are indirectly giving
employment to 20 people and thus thousands of people will be lost. He said that
agricultural land will be destroyed, they clearly say that there is a stream nearby, but it is

clearly seen that they are violating so many rules, houses should not be within 300 meters

according to the 1959 minor mineral concession rules, but here there are houses on all .

sides from north side to south side.

He said that it @s in government documents that there are Several streams,
“including the Sankilikaruppan stream, ﬂow near this quarry, he said that according to this
rule no streams should flow within 50 meters, the rule is to ensure that streams are not
affected. How is it fair to seek permission for quarrying when there are streams within 20
meters? If the government imposes a rule and then gives permission to it, it is an act that
can deceive anyone. He said that for whom this government is working, we go to many

places and talk, no one pays us to speak and we don't know any people from this town.

He said that we request you to give permission if it is only as pet government rules,
they have given up their jobs and are speaking for their country's natural resources, we

are just talking that it doesn't matter if their lives are lost, we are only talking that the

future generation should be better, today the situation is getting worse, people need to

have an understanding, we are talking so that this government should listen to it.

He said that these local people have written a petition not to allow this quarry and

- he requested the government to kindly consider this and these should be discussed in the
Grama sabha meeting itself, There is no meeting beyond the Grama Sabha, it is like a

parliament. He said that Panchayat approval is very important if ény factory or any

project is to be started, if the panchayat council says that there is no permission for this

quarry, it cannot be denied, this government seems to be deceiving people. They say that

they are holding a public hearing meeting here, Grama sabha resolution is important.
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He said that if you allow this in violation of these, we will not even hesitate to
take it to the Supreme Court through the Gram Sabha meeting, we will stop the quarry, an
organization called SEIAA is based in Chennai. He said that you are taking pictures, you
are registering, but no action was taken, we are talking very precisely about what rules
are being violated by this Stone quarry for which meeting is being conducted, but how
this government gives permission to all the quarries, if what we say is wrong, put us in

prison.

He said that we didn't get a proper answer when we talked, but you only give
permission to all quarries, we and our families and our generations are going to live on
this earth, so please run the quarries in accordance with the rules. He said that carry out
quarrying in such vulnerable areas following government regulations, here there is
reserve forest at 500 meters, there- is a forest called Sirumalai and there are many living
thiﬂgs, there is agricultural land, there are streams of water on the side, there is water

reservoir.

He said that there is Palani Andavar reservoir it will be affected he said that
quarries violate the rules while using explosives, they blast all the time, they use loud
blasts, he questioned is this noise not heard by the government officials?, he questioned
that whether the VAO in the village listen to the noise? In this public hearing meeting,
most of the local people have written a petition not to open the quarry, he asked the
government to consider it properly and not only for this quarry, but for all the quarries in

violation of the government rules, permission should not be granted.

Thiru.K. Ochathevar, Viralipatti :

He said that after hearing the news that stone quarry going to come from 2023, we
have also protested in the Grama Sabha meeting in this regard, he said that the reason for
opposing this is, permitting this quarry is like a slow poison, dust from quarry will enter
through nose and will kill the people. He said that he is working in a bungalow near
Kesavan'é house and the residence is opposite to the quarry, where we work frofn 9:00

am to 6 pm daily.
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He said that if so much dust comes at the time 6f work, then what will happen
to ihe people living there, and he questioned that who can live in villages like Achampatti
and Poochampatti, he said that everything is turning into a desert, it is a desert because
everything has been taken away from those who have it, he said that all literate beople are
clever, but the poor people are not aware about it, and if they come for a meeting, they

leave immediately, but they do not understand what we are talking about. He said that

Viralipatti village is an entirely agricultural village, until now, we have been living with *

goat and cow farming, he said that we don't need a quarry.

He said that if the stone quarry_comeé in spite of that, we will besiege the quarry
“with the public and we will go to the court, he also said that a few years ago they
excavated the soil for the construction of the highway, he said that all the clothes are
deposited by dust, therefore, if this is the situation means how to live in that dust for the
rest of your life and all the generations after us are likely to get sick. He said that the

situation like Kachaikatti and Ramayanpatti should not come to our village.

He said that agriculture should be encouraged by planting of mango trees and fruit
bearing trees, but no one seems to be doing that he said. that there are thousands of way's
to earn money, such us planting of fruit bearing trees, dairy farming and agriculture and
all our village people would like to work. He said that we don’t want stone quarries. He

also insisted to dig kanmoi and practice agriculture instead of stone quarry.

He said that yesterday only they advertised that there was a public hearing and
today the meeting is held. He said that they don’t want this quarry, since the there is a

" stream running the stone can be carried through aeroplane and not through village roads.

He said that it is affected in every way, agriculture is destroyed using chemicals,
he is also a construction worker but life is important for human being if there is no
house, one can sleep on the road, but life is not like that, he concluded that there village

thus not want this quarry.
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10. Thiru. Mukilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Movement,

Karur:

He greeted the District Administration, The District Revenue Department official,
District Environmental Engineer, various departmental officials and the public who are
attending the public hearing meeting of this quarry, he also said that he has been a
member of Sahayam commission which was established by Madurai District High Court

for a year and has worked in that project against illegal granite quarries.

This public hearing did not take place on a large scale till last 8 years ago, the
reason was that there was a rule that the public hearing meeting should be conducted only
if the area was about 25 Hectare. In 2018, the National Green Tribunal had brought a rule
that if the area is about 5Hectare within 500m radius, a hearing éhould be conducted,

based on this hearing is conducted.

He said that this public héaring meeting is not about whether permission should
be granted for quarrying or not, it is about if this quarry is established, how the air, noise,
soil, water and various environmental, social and economic conditions will be affected.
He said that this public hearing is cqnductéd to analyze- whether the conditions mentioned
in the reports can be executed or not. He said that the Minor Mineral Concession Rules
1959 are the only rules laid for the operation of quarry, in that it is said that in Rules 36-1
there should not be any approved houses, plots and permanent structures with in the 300
meter from the quarry, and also Rules clearly state that within 500m distance from the
quarry, there should not be any water bodies such drinking water channels, Underground

water storage tanks and Underground water pumping station.

He said that the project proponent explained that many people will get
employment opportunity if this project comes, 30 people will be directly employed and
20 people will get indirect employed.

He also said that the project proponent explained that Government will generate

revenue, Schools will be aided financially, this is what they said but you don't know what
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damage will happen, and you don't know how to fix it. He asked the public to listen what
they have to say from this 400-page book intellectually, if they have any alternative ideas,
let them inform. He said that 15 years ago India's venerable Professor Madhav Kadgil
made a clear statement and he was part of the team appointed to protect the Western

Ghats. Wayanad was the first region affected by this. He submitted the report in 2010

which states that quarries, tunnels and construction of high-rise buildings will affect the ‘

region. He said that they stopped the Neutrino project based on the proposals of the

Committee.

He said that due to the Government’s negligence, thousands of people are dead
now, such a danger should not befall on the people of Tamil Nadu.: Wayanad is a hill
station. What about Tamilnadu, you may ask. Union government agency ISRO has
_declared 147 places in India as vulnerable places. Out of the 147 placés, there are 6
places in Tamilnadu and Madurai is a part of the list. ISRO experts have warned about
the possibilit}; of landslides anytime soon. Past month there were minor tremors felt in

neighboring Dindigul District 4 times.

He said that prevention is always better and quoted Thirukural. He said that

we will live today and our generations must also live. He asked whether the company had

filed a report based on the rules. It is a rule that quarries should be set up only on the *

basis of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, which is a guidancé document for
~all Section 36 (1) of this Act clearly states that 36(1)(a)/ No permission for quarrying
. shall be granted even if there is one house within 300 meters of the site. He said that if
one house is indicated in the revenue department document in A register FMB, UTR
1979 to 86 was studied all 6ver Tamil Nadu. '

He said that permit should not be given for the quarry, even if there is one house
in the revenue document, and also, permission should not be given if there is a panchayat
order, DTCP order or if there is village. He said that this is the rule stated in it. Based on
this rule, what the project proponent has said here is that there are no houses within 300

meters. To check if this is true, in the book they published on the website, on page 132,
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there is a house under S.F.No. 52/2 ,3 where the stone quarry can be located. That too the
house is within 50 meters. This is a revenue department record. It is in FMB and is on

village map in RSR.

He said that it is mentioned in the map and also in the field map of the
government published there is a house in S.F.No. 35 which is the east side of S.F.No.34.
Next to it are houses in S.F.No.32/2'and 36/6 which may be the eastern side of S.F.No.34
of the quarry, all these are in the computer FMB records. He asked that if this is the case,
can this quarry be given legal permission, he said that we are saying only on the basis of
the document you have given. It is said that there are houses within 300 meters. He said
that yoﬁ can say that all these are 83, 89 records, then there was the house, currently there

are no houses which was collapsed.

He said that if the house is damaged, the house was bought by the quarry
owners, so it cannot be taken into account of the house, this is the record obtained from
the Land Survey Department under the Right to Information Act as the officials say.
15.07.2024 what it says is that if the house registered in the UTR and Natham land survey
records has become dilapidated or collapsed, the house plot will remain as it was
registered. He said that even if the house ruins,' it is still a residential plot according to the
Right to Information Act study of the Land Survey Department of the Tamil Nadu

Government.

He said that homes will always be homes, so based on this there are houses
there not only that but in Google Maps, the house is 105 meters away from the south side
of this map, likewise, there is a house at 128 meters on its southern side, similarly, the
house is at 268 meters in the south-east side, similarly there is a house at 139 meters on
its southern side. Likewise, there is a house at 156 meters on its south-east side, all these
are taken by satellite and the maps show that the house is at 184 meters on its eastern side
and at its 141 meter east is the house, similarly, there is a house at 175 méters on its

north-east side.
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He said that likewise there is a house at 28th meter on its northern side, on its
northern side there is a house at 248 m, there is a house at 230 meters on its north-eastern
side, the house is at 289 meters on its north-eastern side, in 239 meter there is a house.
He said that there are so many houses and so many buildings, whether these houses are

approved houses can only be known by looking at the Gram Panchayat maps.

He said that but the presence of so. many buildings is shown in google maps,
_there are also approved houses, there are other houses too, there should be no temporary
permanent residence within 300 meters radius of the quarries, he said that last May, there
was an explosion in Aviyur, houses have been cracked up to a distance of almost 700
meters after the blast, that is why there should be no temporary houses or permanent
houses within a few meters from the quarry, he alsp said that this is whét happened at
Kitangi Bridge six months ago, the quarry is next to Sulur, three kilometers away, is
under the control of the army and its buildings are cracked, therefore, the government
criteria states that there should not be houses within 300 meters because whatever will

happen from now on.

He said that further east and west sides of this quarry field is on page number

134 of this document, there is a large stream on both the east side and west side of the

quatrry area, the size of this stream according to revenue records is 18.2 meters i.e. 64 feet
distance from S.F. No. 51 and the stream which is 64 feet distance in S.F. No. 61 on the
. west sidé, where will the water go if a quarry is constructed near that stream, according to
the Minor Mineral Concession Rule 36 of 1959, the law states that there should be a

distance of 50 meters between canal and water reservoir.

He said that but what this project proponent is saying is that théy are going to
do_this quarry by leaving a ten meter distance from this stream, he said that the
government's ‘claim is 175 feet, there should be a gap of 10 meters to the stream, so
| legally this quarry is unfit to operate. He said that the quarry owner has given wrong
information and as far as this Viralipatti quarry is concerned there are houses such as

permanent and temporary and there is stream, not only that, he said that the State
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Environment Impact Assessment Committee informed that the quarry proponent shall

conduct studies in Air, Water, biodiversity and orders were issued on 27.09.20i3.

" He said that what the summary report says on page five is that currently the
environmental survey has been conducted during the summer season from March 2023 to
May 2023, thu.s they have violated the rules without respecting this law, if you want to
analyze the air, you need electricity, calculation should be done every six hours in eight
places, if calculated continuously for three months, the cost of electricity will be higher,

in this way, there have been irregularities in the electricity calculation system.

He said that this book should contain 45 types of documents, it was only after
the DMK government came on 7.10.2022 by continuously protesting for these
documents, but out of these 45 types of documents only 10 documents are present for this
quarry and remaining 35 documents are missing. He said that he has brought this reqord
here because he has many friends in his field, he said that we are talking about this issue
so that an incident like Wayanad should not happen here. He said that there’is a lot of
incorrect documents as far as these documents are concerned, a house is missing from the

village map on page 134, not even a well but in the FMB map there is a house and a well.

He said that they have destroyed all the documents and forged them, he said
that those who gave such a fake document should be blacklisted, in the report given in
this public hearing meeting, the Village Administrative Officer has certified that there are
no houses within 300 meters from the site of this quarry on page 136 of 2021, the village
administration officer did not mention the existence of the stream. He said that
Kuttapalayam Village Administrative Officer has given a statement stating that the
already issued certificate was issued due to his ignorance, on page 24, the Thasildar has
given a report that there are no houses within 50 meters of the village and he did not say
that there is a stream, and the RDO on that day has given a certificate on page 194 that

there are no houses within 50 meters of the village.

He asked that who will save the people of this village if the authorities issue

certificates like this, Assistant Director Mines on page 128 says that there are no houses
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within 300 meters and a small stream running along the western and northeastern

boundary, at 64 feet the small stream runs. He said that a safety distance of 10 meters

should be left for it, the law says 175 meters, he said that announcement should be made

by Tandora.

He said that the notification should be advertised in areas where people gather in

. large numbers like village ‘panchayat, fair price shop, school, bus station and then get the
opinions of the people, but in this village exactly 3 years ago on the same date on

6.8.2001 page no 29 A1 advertisement has been given and they gbt signaturgs from five

people, but I don't know who signed it, it should also include their address and mobile

number, so he said that fraudulence has taken place in this too, a similar incident

happened last month when someone forged the collector's signature.

He said that there have been a lot of scams like this, in this region there were
many such granite quarries and stone quarry probleins, it can be said that quarrying can
be carried out if there is no violation of any law, but so many violations of laws and

frauds have taken place, the village administrative officer has said that people have not

raised any objection. He said that the Thaslidar should take action against the creator of

such fraudulent documents, the present rock formation is a place formed by mounds of

mud from the mountain.

He said that the place stores water and this place also stores Water and sustains
the surrounding people, if the stone is removed from this place, the water storage will
disappear, if you do a quarrying next to a stream, all the water that goes to the stream will
go to the quarry, so appropriate action should be taken on this. 24 feet ie. éight meters of
soil has been taken already and he said that the place, 10 acres of soil worth nearly 30
crores of rupées has been stolen from the government and then before this company
came, soil worth 30 crores was stolen, so as per section 229, 379 it is said to be unutilized
area. He said that a similar image of soil is available on Google Maps, he says that 24 feet

of soil has been taken. He requested that appropriate action be taken.
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He said that quarry people should use only their own road they should not use
village road, he said that until the national highways come, he should go on his own road
and not use the stream side road, he said that they have a stream on both sides, they have
no rights to carry the soil as the stream is government property, it is illegal to destroy a

stream and how can a road be built in a stream.

He said that the Tamil Nadu Transport Department has said that only 10 tonnes
can be transported on rural roads, on 28.7.2023 Union Minister of Transport and Road
Transport Highways Nitin Gadkari as per the order of the Chief Secretary the Minister of
Transport has sent to officials of traffic department and police and said that no load of
more than 10 tonnes should be carried, if this is violated, a fine of 20,000 rupees per
tonne should be taken and action should be taken under Section 113, 114 and 194 of the
Motor Vehicle Act.

- He said that a six-wheeler can carry 18 tonnes, but it cannot be transported
on a tractor and cannot be transported on a village road. 18 ton for six wheeler but 24‘ton
for stone and M sand and not only that, 10 wheeler truck means 28 ton, 12 wheeler means
36 ton, 16 wheeler means there is no road for 48 ton on 48 national highways. but all
weight machine is one hundred tons, he said that 20 percent of the country's revenue used
for road construction, in the state government and in rural areas, we use that for roads, a
road should last for 8 years, the vehicles that can ply on these quarry roads are eight tone,
he said that all vehicles which are plying in national highways, district highwayé, state

highways are and higher tonnage vehicles.

He said that action should be taken on this, he said that action is taken against a
drunkard who drives without a helmet, but no action was taken against them and why no
action was taken against the drivers of these stone trucks, he said that a single village in
Sukkampalayam Palladam collected two lakh rupees and fined these heavy tonnage

vehicles.
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He said that as far as explosives are concerned, reed explosives should be*

detonated, but not even a single quarry explodes reeds.

He said that blasting should be done only at afternoon, buf nobody does

' according to the law, he said that they should make a small pits and 'explode, that too
should be dug at a distance of 1.5 meters. In 2016, he said that they prevented illegal sand
mining. Already, under G.O. number 252, in 2018, Govt has ordered that 5 lakh M.T of
natural river sand will be imported from foreign. In the last Legislative meeting, water
resources minister has told that due to Corona, it was not done. The Govt must increase

from 5 lakh M.T to 15 lakh M.T.

For poor people, we can take river sand and give them for Rs. 1000 per tori.

From countries like Malaysia, Indonesia, Govt. can take sand like this and give.

He said that on November 22, 2017, Chief Minister Stalin in facebook had

written in Tamil and English on the front page insisted, that natural river sand should be

imported from foreign countries, he said that there is practice of green belt development
and pIantation. He said that a stone quarry owner should plant 200 saplings per acre. He
- said that 20400 trees will be planted for 10.5acres, he said that if plantation is done as
such as Madurai District scenario will be different. He said that there _is a reserve forests

at distance of 500 meters.

‘He said that it came into force on November 3, 2021 and then came back into
force in 2022, their demand is that this biodiversity is very important, Aritapatti has been
declared as a -Biodiversity Zone, these small hill forests are not less than that, if you go
there and detonate it, how will the living things live, all living things will be affected. He
said that the abortion will happen to pregnant animals, he questioned that why should

quarries be set up in areas adjacent to such forests? so appropriate action should be taken

on it, similarly, the quarries said that they will put up a wire fence at a cost of 300 rupees
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11.

per meter, these are not practical, the chief secretary had ordered that all quarries should

be fenced with wire.

He said that an order has been issued that all operatioﬁal quarries. should be
wired within the nine month, till now it is not in practice, in 2023 the number of deaths in
quarry‘ pits in Tamilnadu is 345, students, college students, children, adults and 45
women have died. He said that if permission is given to the quarry this year, it will have
to operate for the next five years, after that, it is the government's rule that the quarry
should be closed, no one has the right to draw water from quarry pits. The quarry owners
say that the water in this quarry is used as a reservoir for the people, but nothing is
practical, he said that human nature is to co-exist with nature as far as nature is
concerned, he said that Rameswaram and Pichavaram were the only two areas that were

not affected by the tsunami, because of a coral reef in Rameswaram.

He said that there were immortal forests in Pichavaram. He said that they are
informing prevention methods, he said that this Viralipatti quarry is not legal to operate
as all the quarries in Kachaikatti are using the government stream as a road. It is also not
legally correct and due attention should be paid to all these, all the demands we made

were demands for the public.

He said that seven quarries in Erode are closed due to their demand, 4 quarries
are closed in the village, fifteen quarries are closed in Karur. He said that everything is
based on the government's sources because fhey have acted in violation of the rules, so he
requested that appropriate action should be taken on it. He asked them to save Madurai
district and asked them not to do the work of bringing this and that in the name of
development when there is a problem with the neighboring states and there is no water.

Muthu Pandi quarry should not be given permission since it is not legally correct.

Tmt. Kalaiselvi, Viralipatti:

She said that they have already requested in the Grama Sabha meeting that these

quarries should not be allowed and the quarries have assured that they will not come
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13.

through village roads but they will use only stream side roads. She informed that during -

the rainy season, the stream was full of water, then a lorry carrying gravel came straight

to their shop and when the driver realized that a small child had been hit, the child ran

. away, so all the people of their village went and stopped the vehicle and told them not to

pass through our village.

She informed that they questioned the quarry men why they are passing
through the village roads and they replied to ask their owner. She said that the owner told

us that we are coming this way because we cannot go through the stream, he has bought

this quarry for s and through this, you will work for 100 days, the owner said that
if you decide in village Grama Sabha meeting we won’t take tender of this quarry. She
said that six Grama Sabha meeting is conducted every year and they have participated

and informed that not to give permission to the quarry.

She said that everyone is practicing agriculture, we have goats and cows,

farming is also affected. She said that if there is no water in their village, we are taking

drinking water through pipes from Chikkupparai near that rock and she said that they

don't want this quarry and all the public have taken this decision.

Tmt.Pandiesswari, Viralipatti

She said that the owners of the quarry said that they were going to do it in such a
way that there would be no harm to the people and the towr, and that's why we agreed
that they were right, she also said that there is no such thing as a risk-free industry, even
if we are walking on the road, accidents will happen. She said that blasting happens in
fire work industries alsc and these factories are permitted to work again. She said that

permitting this quarry will provide job opportunity to the villages.

Thiru. Selvakumar,

He said that the owners of this quarry have said that it is an industry that does not ‘

pose any risk to anyone and they have said that the villages will get employment. He said

that at present there is no job for Tamilnadu people in Tamil Nadu, North Indians are
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employed everywhere, he said that nowadays scientific development is different from
scientific disaster, so we should not compare that he said that we don't want quarries and
we welcome agriculture and don't bring stone quarries and destroy people and nature, he

asked that the quarry owner that how can they use stream side road as bypass road.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai

The District Environmental Engineer thanked respected Revenue Divisional Officer,
Madurai for presiding over the public hearing meeting. and thanked all the Government officials,
police officers, press friends, social activists and public on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution

Control Board.

The meeting came to an end

D
Tamilnadu on/Control Board,

Enclosures:

1. Copy of Press release (Public Notice published in Tamil & English) for notifying the Public
Hearing meeting.

2.Copy of attendance sheet of the Public Hearing ( Total Pages 13 & 132 Persons)

3. Copy of Audio & Video (DVD-Disc) of the Public hearing proceedings.

4. Written testimonies submitted by the Public.
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