MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR
THE PROPOSED EXPANSION OF M/S.NOBLE TECH INDUSTRIES PVT
LTD LOCATED AT S.F.NO.12, 14, 17, 22, 23, 25, 51, 52, 53 & 57 pt,
MELPAKKAM VILLAGE, UTHIRAMERUR TALUK, KANCHEEPURAM
DISTRICT TO PRODUCE M.S.BILLETS & ROLLED PRODUCTS FROM
108000 TPA TO 576000 TPA ALONG WITH THE EXISTING SPONGE
IRON (90000 TPA) AND CAPTIVE POWER PLANT (12 MW) IN AN
ADDITONAL PLOT AREA OF 15.32 HECTARE:

Project Name : M/s.Noble Tech Industries Pvt Ltd

Place : Survey No.12,14,17,22,23,25,51,52,53 & 57 pt,
Melpakkam  Village, = Uthiramerur  Taluk,
Kancheepuram District.

Date and Time : 07.08.2024 AT 10.30 AM

Participants : 1.Mr.M.Narayanan,
Spl. District Revenue Officer (L.A)
New Green Field Airport
Paranthur, Kancheepuram District.
2.Mr.K.Prakash,
District Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Sriperumbudur, Kancheepuram District.

and the Public.

At the outset, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Sriperumbudur welcomed the Spl. District Revenue Officer, Kancheepuram District
who presided over the Public Hearing, other Government officials, Public, Social and
Environmental activists for the Public Hearing and informed that the proponent M/s.Noble
Tech Industries Pvt Ltd. has approached the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Government of India for the proposed expansion of existing facility located at
Survey No.12,14,17,22,23,25,51,52,53 & 57 pt, Melpakkam Village, Uthiramerur Taluk,
Kancheepuram District for the production of M.S. Billets & Rolled Products from 108000
TPA to 576000 TPA along with the existing Sponge Iron (90000 TPA) and Captive Power
Plant (12 MW) ih an additional Plot Area of 15.32 Hectare. Further, it was informed that,
the MoEF& CC in its letter dated 23/02/2024 has issued Terms of Reference (ToR) subject
to one of the condition that the proponent shall prepare an EIA report and also to conduct a
Public Hearing among the public in that area and address the concerns raised during the
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Public Hearing to the MoEF & CC. Based on that, the public notices have been issued in the
Newspaper namely “Dinakaran” (Tamil) and “New Indian Express” (English) on

29.06.2024 and the Public Hearing was arranged today 07.08.2024 as mandated.

Then the DEE, TNPCB informed that on behalf of the project proponent, the
proponent's EIA consultant will make power point presentation about the proposed project
expansion and the public present here can express their views, concerns and questions if any
by indicating their name and village from where he/she comes from. It was also informed
that the proceedings of the entire meeting will be fully video & audio recorded from start to
end and the same will be sent to the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
New Delhi along with the minutes of the meeting. He also added that this meeting is only to
record and register the views of all public. He also stated that the public who are willing to
represent their view in writing can also submit their representations at the end of the meeting
and will be forwarded to the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, New

Delhi.

Thereafter, Thiru.G.Muthukumaran, the EIA Consultant on behalf of the unit has
detailed about the proposed expansion project through power point presentation. Following
the presentation, the public were called to express their views about the proposed expansion

project.

The views, concerns, questions and comments of the public are detailed below:

SI.No; Name and Village | Comments and requests

1 | ThiruIrudhayaraj, | I am residing here and having own land. | want to
R.N.Kandigai record 2 or 3 important points here. Some points
Village mentioned by the proponent here are exaggerated.
First issue is that carbon ash gets deposited in our
buildings and trees. It increases day by day and not
getting reduced. Secondly, the quality of water is
poor. Third one I want to emphasize is that this
company must give employment opportunities to the
local people. Another one is that no adequate
advertisement made for conducting this public
hearing meeting. Majority of the people who are
young and working class have gone to their works

when your announcements were made in the villages




and are not aware of the meeting. I entered here
without any idea and only knew from the people who
came here about the Public Hearing meeting being
conducted for the proposed expansion of the factory.
The buildings are damaged. For example, the carbon
ash from the unit deposit over our 180-190 year old
heritage church & the building is getting
deteriorated. During the month of May it will be
clearly visible. When we approached the company
many times the company has not responded properly.
We .are not asking for any donation. The building
gets damaged because of your company and you
have to carry out maintenance work of the building
once or twice a year.

The company not prioritizing employment
opportunities  to  people of  Ravathanallur,
Melpakkam, R N Kandigai, Manamathi and other
nearby villages. Look at this whole meeting
attendees. 50 percenf of the attendees are either the
employees of the company or those who are related
to the company employees. Don’t think that I am the
only person from my village who can speak. Many
people like me will come forward to speak. There
must be strong relationship between company and
neighborhood villages. Then only problems will not
develop. I am speaking this not against the company.
[f I have said anything wrong, [ am extremely sorry.

[ am thankful for the opportunity given.

Thiru.Stephen,
R.N.Kandigai

I thank the DRO and DEE who have come to this
meeting. This company is operating s'mce‘2006. [
think it has been 18 years now, if [ am not wrong.
Eighteen years ago the unit came and gave us
assurances that the company would insure each
employee for 10 lakhs and lorry drivers for 5 lakhs.

Total around 20 lakhs. However, in my family, my




aunty, uncle, aunt's child and another uncle, all four
died due to cancer. Have you taken any census in
this regard? Have you taken senses on cancer
affected people in nearby Kaliyampoondi
Government Hospital or Manampathy Government
Hospital in the past 15 years? Mostly women and
children are affected. We don’t know the reason. If
people who have smoking and drinking habit get
cancer, we can justify. But women, children and the
elderly are affected with cancer. The people affectéd
were not having any habits of consuming alcohol,
betel chewing or smoking. We cannot find a reason
for increase in cancer patients. Secondly, you have
shown water analysis report having no
contamination. But please come to our house and
check. It is contaminated. Have you got this report
from the Central government or the state
government? Also, you have mentioned 15.32
hectares as additional area for development, which 1
think is around 38 acres. You're expanding over 38
acres and spending 41/2-5crores. Developing
company is your business but we people are
suffering due to it. As mentioned earlier by one of
the speaker, we are not aware of the meeting.
Around 2900 people are in our village but only 20
people are present in this meeting. | am not opposing
but the people should be healthier and safe. You
have said in the presentation that trees are good and
land is good but we people are not good. We people
are affected because of your business. Our children
will get affected while they grow and we only spend
for their medical expenses. Do you know how many
people from our villages get treated in Adyar cancer
hospital and Kancheepuram Cancer hospital?

Environmental ~ Department  officials  should




investigate this. This expansion is a big project. In
my opinion, I cannot accept this public hearing. All
the young men have gone to work. Only retired and

elderly people are here. Thank you.

Thiru.Dasaradhan,

Melpakkam Village

I am from Melpakkam village where this company is
located. The presentation made here mentioned that
air and water is not polluted, which is an absolute lie.
Not only the air and water polluted, but we humans,
animals and plants are all being polluted. At night,
they open the Warehouse and will see smoke all
over. With the direction of the wind, the smoke
travels and settles. We people are affected because of
this. A factory is good but how many of our village
people work here. Not even 50% of people are our
people. Most of them are from other states. Are there
no educated people in our village? Why don't they
hire people from our village? Water is getting
polluted, air is polluted, plants and animals are all
polluted. A factory should not harm the people. This
factory is causing 70% harm to the people here. They
think money can buy everything. But there are a few
things that money cannot buy. One of them is good
health. If you look back fifty years from newborns to
grandparents all lived without illness. But now how
many of us are in good health now. Everyone take
medicine, even a baby before born taking medicine.
What is the reason for this? Drinking water, Air and
food are all contaminated. I do agriculture. From
seed to harvest all use fertilizers and pesticides and
our food and water are contaminated. Only 10% of
the smoke goes up and the remaining 90% comes
down. Whichever side the wind blows, that's where
the smoke settles. [f you come here during the
summer, you won't find a single green ftree.

Yesterday, there was some rain and hence all trees




look green. Otherwise, it will look black. Proper
intimation about this public hearing should reach
everyone. A week or a month in advance, the village
panchayat heads should have been informed.
Everyone can’t attend on a working day.

When there is a village festival or temple renovation,
they give us around five to ten thousand rupees.
People think that's enough and take it. Instead, they
should ask them what we people need. If the
management doesn't listen to us properly, we should
insist. By speaking up, they will know what we want
and what our demands are: We are fully affected by
this company. As far as [ am concerned, I don't want
this expansion. Please don’t expand. They say that
employment will be provided for 100 people. For
how many local people the company provided
employment? Agriculture gets affected because of
this company. We farmers cannot fix the price of the
agricultural products we grow. Someone else comes
and fixes the price. Corporates are all united but we
farmers are not united. The air is not clean, the water
is not clean and nothing is clean. [ humbly request to

do this. Thank you.

Tmt.Shanthi,
Melpakkam Village

My village is Melapakkam. I’m not being well since
this company came. Smoke rises above the coconut
tree height. Smoke settles at coconut tress even at a
distance up to 3 km. My home utensils are all
deposited with carbon dust. In another 10 years what
will happen to our health. We women are affected by
cough and phlegm due to smoke. Our villages rely
on agriculture only. We and our children want to be
happy by doing agriculture for which our land must
be pollution free and our soil must be fertile. So the
company must take this into account and take

preventive measures. Thank you.




Tmt.Indira,
Kaliyampoondi
Village.

I have been working in Noble tech for over 15 years
and I and my. family have no health issues. By
working in this company, [ can fulfill my family
financial needs. [ have three children. Using this
company salary only, I pay my children's school fees

and can spend for their marriage also. Thank you.

Thiru.Arumugam,

Melpakkam Village

A person came and spoken against this company. For
many people and their families there is no good life
if this Noble Tech factory does not exist. If there is
no work, what will be their livelihood for those who
don’t have own land to do farming? There are many
young people here, th do not have any land and are
unemployed after completing their studies. This
company's work is important for the landless
peoples. An individual needs a job to achieve
economic independence. Those who own land say
that they don't want factories but we people who
need jobs require this company. Money is needed for
medical facilities, to run the family, the success of
children's lives, and education. This factory is a boon
for this village. If this factory is not there, how will
our livelihood be? Government can’t provide
employment to everyone. This company provides
various employment opportunities and benefits to
many village people. It is easy to protest against this
company and say that expansion should not be dope.
But who will provide food to an individual. You can
only get it, if you go to work. So the presence of this
factory is very weicome and a good thing. Thank

you.

Thiru.
Subramaniyan,
Kaliyampoondi

Village

[ have been working in Noble tech for over 15 years.
By working in this company, me and my family have
financially developed and progressed well. If this
company is expanded, many more people will be

employed like me and will get better life. Thank you




everyone for giving me this opportunity.

Thiru.Stephen,
R.N.Kandigai
Village

Don’t mistake me for speaking again. Many of the
company employees are coming here and voicing
their support because they are covered with medical
checkup and other benefits, but this is not right.
Employees can express their views and express their
support within the company union meeting. This is
public hearing being conducted to record the views
of villagers for the proposed expansion project. This

meeting is to offer views whether this company must

run or not. In the year 2016 when this company

started, many people objected and opposed and
opined to move this company into SIPCOT area.
SIPCOT is a designated Industrial area with 2000
and more acres of Industrial use land. However, our
bad luck, the industry was set up here. This meeting
is not conducted for the company employees to voice
their support. This meeting is to offer the views of
people who oppose. During January to May, North
East wind will blow. That time smoke will cover our
face with carbon black while coming out in the
morning. Please conduct the environmental
monitoring during the month of January to May. As
somebody pointed out, because of earlier rain, trees
look green. Otherwise, it will be black.

If T apply in this company, will get employment
immediately. However, [ won’t do so for the benefit
of myself setting aside the benefit of the villager’s. I
am more qualified person than anybody here. If I
apply, tomorrow can get job in this company. But, I
didn’t come for that. I am here in record my views
for the benefit of my public. My children, my
mother, my wife, all are affected. Our Health gets
affected. Please understand this. [ am not opposing

the expansion of the company, [ am not against the




employment. But it is already polluted, rectify it.

Thiru.Krishnan,

Melpakkam Village

Officers from Pollution Control Board are here.
Please see how our land got affected due to this
industry’s pollution. Smoke settles all over our place.
Black ash settles in water. How could you say that
there is no pollution. Who checked it. We couldn’t
sleep at our homes. Morning while we wake up can
see black deposits in our nose and face turns black.
How can you say that water is not polluted? I have
taken sample of water and would have brought here
if had known earlier about the meeting. Smoke
settles on us, the crops get burnt. So I oppose the

expansion. Thank you.
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Tmt.Devi,
Melpakkam Village

Greetings to everyone! I am Devi from Melpakkam.
I am working in this company. I express my support
to this company as they provided employment and

taking care.
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Thiru.Ravi,
Azhisoor Village.

I have agricultural land in Silambakkam and
Azhisoor Village. I came to speak specifically on
ground water. The presentation said that the ground
water level is good. But here the ground water level
is very poor. This company has dug 1500 feet deep
bore wells in more than 20 to 30 places. Each bore is
about 1000 to 1500 feet. They use motor to suck the
water from Azhisoor Village. But our village
receives water once in a week only. Our villages
don’t get regular water but this company receives 24
hour water supply. I am not here to oppose the
proposed expansion. I am here, requesting them not
to pump water from our villages. They can dig all 30
bore well within their campus. One brother spoke
that there is no problem here. But if they dig bore
here and when the surrounding villages didn’t get
water, then only he will realize. If he doesn’t get

water for one week, then the villagers will come to




know how much suffering we are facing. Don’t take
water from our village. Dig borewell within their
premises. But must not draw water from their
village. If this is done, the company can expand, I

have no objection at all. Thank you.
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Thiru.Murugan,
Ravathanallur Villag

[ have my agricultural land in about Y% Kilometers
from the factory premises. If I cultivate ground nut
or chilies they scorch immediately in flower stage
itself due to pollution. I am unable to cultivate any
crops. We are facing lose due to this company. Here
we have a channel for water supply to about 250
acres. Due to mixing of waste water from the
industry and due to smoke deposit in this water
channel, we couldn’t utilize the water. Domestic
animals such as goats, cows and bulls drink this
water and their excretion turns black. Smoke
deposits in our face. Please provide solution. Thank

you.
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Tmt.Kanniammal,
Hanumanthandalam

Village

Earlier I couldn’t do anything when [ used to go for
100 day work and for daily wages. This company
offers job to both educated and uneducated. Because
of this employment, [ am able to run my family
without any financial issues. My children able to get
education. Also, I am getting medical checkup by the
company once in six months and there are no

medical issues. Thank you.
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Thiru.Rajarathina
m, R N Kandigai
Village.

Many people expressed their concern on the impacts
and losses due to this company and it is true. We are
affected and we people suffer. Prior to starting the
expansion activities, the company should brief its
plan for air pollution system, water pollution and
other pollution control systems. They have to make
the nearby village people aware of the operation.
What I request here is before you start the expansion

project, please rectify the pollution control systems
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and thereby reduce pollution levels in the
neighborhood village. If done, there is no objection
to the expansion of the factory. In addition to all
these things, please extend your support for the
welfare and well-being of our village R.N Kandigai.
Why I say this is, in the past, we approached the
company for more than 50 times and there was no
response. Finally they gave Rs.18,000 for removal of
the dust deposited on our 190 years old Church, but
the labour cost for one time cleaning itself was
Rs.20,000. You do your business by extending
support in fulfilling our requests and maintaining the

pollution within control .Thank you.

15

Thiru.Venkatesh,

Environmentalist

I would like to give some suggestions to the
management in regard to the issues discussed here
today. There are some small issues raised by many
villagers. I am narrating my recommendations one
by one.

The ﬁrs.t problem is priority to be given to local in
employment. [ would advocate the company to give

75% employment to the local villagers.

Second is the issue of dust, smoke and ash deposit in
the villages. I would suggest the company to re-look
into the adequacy of air pollution control systems
and to improve it so that ash or dust or smoke will

not affect the public. I also suggest that this can also

| be achieved through three times sprinkling of water

and contain those emissions within factory premises.

Also, in the EIA report, the consultant and the
company told that they are increasing the number of
trees within the factory premises. In this regard, I
have noted that 32000 trees are going to be planted.
My suggestion is to go for different species based on
their capacity of controlling dust and smoke and

accordingly to increase the species to be selected and
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planted within the factory.

Local people must be given priority in employment.
As a final recommendation, [ would suggest that a
local management committee with members from the
villages and from the company management jointly
can be formed. This committee should take up the
issues on priority basis, accordingly, issues to be

resolved within committed time frame.
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Thiru.Venugopal,

Environmentalist

I would like to give few suggestions to the
management to resolve some of the issues, many
have recorded here. 1 also recommend a joint
coordination committee to be formed by the
management with local panchayat authorities and
other members who are aware of environmental &
social issues and are politically non-aligned. Social
and environmental support by the corporate need to
be discussed. Priorities to be made and activities to
be undertaken one by one which will result in
positive impacts in the neighborhood. The company
should also recheck its pollution control systems and
ensure that all emissions are within limits and control
within premises. No waste water to be discharged
either treated or untreated. Priority shall be given to
local for employment, and the priority shall be raised
upto one hundred percent wherever possible either in
technical or non-technical areas. The company can
extend their medical services by conducting medical
camps in the villages. They can support local schools
and community development, temples and festivals
and other welfare schemes. The company can
support to install safe drinking water facility at all
villages. [ would also recommend the company again
to provide the services of ambulance to the local
people, if feasible. I would add up one more

suggestion that insurance should be made for the
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right people to compensate their losses if any. .
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Thiru.Velu,
Kaliyampoondi

Village

I am working in the company. [ and my family are

benefited. My family is doing well. Thank you.
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Thiru.Vijay,Hanu
manthandalam

Village

About 650 families are residing in our village.
People who may live for six years are dying within
six months. The reason is due to this smoke and ash
deposition. Ash gets deposited in water and food. If
our people make complaint to the village president,
he is not responding So I request all the public to

take suitable action in this regard.
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Thiru.Narayanasa
my,
Kaliyampoondi

Viliage

People from RN Kandigai village recorded their
views of smoke & ashes from M/s.Noble Tech
company, céuses cancer to their families and
relatives in the village. We have to conduct tests to
check whether due to the dust & ash of this
company, people are getting cancer. They said that
the ground water got affected.  Studies to be
conducted to know the quality of ground water
before this company started and the present ground
water quality. Without studies one cannot blame the
company. There may be a number of reasons that
cause cancer, like eating the frozen food from
refrigerator by reheating. There are many other
reasons that contribute to Cancer. Because of this
company, many villagers are getting benefited and
they are leading a good sustained life. I would say

that agriculture is required.
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Thiru.AmulPaulraj
, RN Kandigai
Village

This company started in 2006. Farmers from nearby
villages of RN Kandigai, Ravuthanallur, Ilanagar,
Melpakkam, Hanumanthandalam, Kalyampoondi,
Azhisoor and Aandithyangal will say that they are
affected because of this company. [ am also a farmer
and during budding season the crops get polluted. I

cultivate in 2 acres. If we sell these agricultural
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products in the market, think about all the
consumers. They are not only from these villages but
people across the state. They will consume this as
fdod and get affected. None of them buy our
products as they are affected by this pollution.
People from all the above villages are affected due to
this company. Only few get benefitted from working
in the company. From 2 acre of agriculture land, 25
to 30 bags of paddy cultivated. Therefore I request
that the district Environmental Engineer, who came
over here, to strictly enforce the emission norms to
this company so that the nearby villages are not
affected. For giving employment to 50 families out
of 1000 families in a village, why we all to suffer
from diseases and die. Instead of living 50 years we
will die within 25 to 30 years. If there is a
possibility, please shift this company to an area of
500 acres to 1000 acres forest like area and develop
company and provide employment to 1000 people,
we will be happy. Overall what we want is that our
agricultural activities should never be affected by

this company.

21| Tmt.Devi, People from RN Kandigai are talking for a longer

Melpakkam Village | period. But if we, Kaliyampoondi people speak, why
they oppose. |

22| Thiru.Arulraj, We spoke many times about more pollution due to

Ravathanallur this company and again they had assured that they

Village will control pollution. As sir mentioned in  his

presentation that they have to sprinkle water and
[imit it within the premises. They have to control the
emission without reaching outside. It creates ot of
problem to the people. I request that necessary
pollution control systems to be provided to assure the
air emission and smoke emission is within permitted

industrial norms before taking up any further
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W

expansion.

23

Thiru.Irudhayaraj,
R.N. Kandigai

village

We talked about our problems due to this company
and how people are affected. Now, after hearing all, I
would like to put forth my suggestion to the
management whether they accept it or not, that they
arrange joint meeting once in 6 months between the
factory management and 2 members each from
surrounding villages who are aware of environmental
issues faced by the villages. Assign priorities to
resolve all issues by order in a positive way so that
there will be harmony among the villages and the

company. This is my humble request.

24

Thiru.
Dhanasekaran,

Melpakkam Village

[ am regularly using this approach road connecting
Kaliyampoondi and due to spillage of raw materials
coming to this company and our vehicles get
punctured. They don’t clean it immediately which
causes lot of problems. We use our vehicles for
transportation of our children to school or for exams
or to hospitals and to attend duties. Because of the
spill on the road, often our vehicle tires are getting
punctured. This happens Qery frequently. So this has
to be taken into mind and the company has to ensure
regular cleaning of this road to be free of the material
spillage. Many people who are employed here spoke
about their wellbeing but they have to think about
the people of future generation. All the people from
nearby villages are getting skin diseases, cough and
breathing issues. The reason for this is that the
smoke from the stack not getting dispersed and
travels in the direction of the wind and settles in the
nearby villages. I am facing breathing issues only
after this company started its operation. The
company must give assurance in front of the officials
to operate the air pollution control measures properly

and then go for expansion. This is our request.
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7 With this the District Revenue Officer received the written opinions given by

the public. Further DEE shared the address and E-Mail ID to the public to convey
their opinions if any. He thanked everyone who attended this public hearing and
concluded the public hearing. The copy of the list of participants in the above public
hearing and the audio & video recording in pendrive and photographs of the
proceedings of the meeting along with the written representation received from the
public are attached herewith. No representations through E-mail received from the

public regarding the proposed expansion.

District Em&n ntal Engineer, Spl.District Revenue\Officer (L.A)
Tamil Nadu Pollufion €ontrol Board, New Green Field Airport
Kancheepuram'District. Paranthur, Kancheepuram District.
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