MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED
CLUSTER ROUGH STONE QUARRIES OF M/S. SHRI PONGURU BLUE
METAL MINES AT S.F.NO.80/3 & 80/4 OVER AN EXTENT OF 2.53.5 HA
IN GOBICHETTIPALAYAM VILLAGE, PAPPIREDDIPATTI TALUK
DHARMAPURI DISTRICT AND M/S. SHRI PONGURU BLUE METAL MINES
AT S.F.NO.147/3,147/4 & 148 (PART) OVER AN EXTENT OF 3.34.5 HA
IN TENKARAIKOTTAI VILLAGE, PAPPIREDDIPATTI TALUK

DHARMAPURI DISTRICT ON 15.10.2024 AT 11.00 A.M., IN M/S. K T
VARDARAJ GOUNDER THIRUMANA MANDAPAM, RAMIYANAHALLI
VILLAGE, PAPPIREDDIPATTI TALUK, DHARMAPURI DISTRICT.

PRESIDING OFFICERS:

1. Thiru.Paul Princely Rajkumar : District Revenue Officer,
Dharmapuri.

2. Er.A.Nithyalakshmi | : District Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Dharmapuri.

List of Project representativeés, Government staff and public participated is

enclosed

District Environmental Engineer, Dharmapuri

At the outset, the District Environment Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Dharmapuri welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer,
Dharmapuri, other Government Officials, Public, Social & Environmental
activists for the Public Hearing and informed that the M/s. Shri Ponguru Blue
Metal Mines At S.F.No.80/3 & 80/4 Over An Extent Of 2.53.5 Ha In
Gobichettipalayam Village, Pappireddipatti Taluk Dharmapuri District And
M/S. Shri Ponguru Blue Metal Mines At S.F.No.147/3, 147/4 & 148 (Part)
Over An Extent Of 3.34.5 Ha in Tenkaraikottai Village, Pappireddipatti Taluk
Dharmapuri District has obtained mining approval from the Mining and
Geology Department and then applied for Environmental Clearance for their

proposed project to State Level Environment Impact Assessment Authority,



Tamilnadu (SEIAA-TN). In this regard, SEIAA has issued Terms of Reference
(TOR), subject to one of the conditions that Public Hearing has to be
conducted so as to address the concerns raised by the public. Based on that,
the public hearing was arranged on today 15.10.2024 after getting approval
from the District Collector, Dharmapuri District and as mandated public

notice has been published in the newspaper namely “The New Indian Express”
(English) & “Dhinamalar (Tamil)” on 07.09.2024.

The Project Proponent will make power point presentation about the
said proposed project. After that the public were requested to express their
views, concerns and questions if any by indicating their name and village
name from where he /she belongs and also informed to the public that the
proceedings (audio and video recording) of the meeting along with the hard

copy of the minutes of the meeting will be recorded and sent to the SEIAA-TN.

On behalf of the Project Proponent, Environmental Consultant has

explained about the proposed project through power point presentation.

In continuation to that, the public started to express their views,

opinions, concerns and questions about the project are detailed below
1.Thiru.Sudhakar, Gopichettipalayam

Good morning to all the officers and public. my name is Sudhakar and
I am from gopichettipalayam village. My house is located within 300m from
the proposed new quarry. In the presentation, they said the quarry
boundaries like, Himalayas on north, Kaniyakimari on south, like they said
quarry boundaries. They said unrelated lake. They didn’t said vadakarai lake
within %2 km, nayacken lake within 3 km, sikkampatti lake and other 3 lakes.
They said that they had taken test for soil test, air quality, water quality,
where did they come, whom they visited, which farmer knows their test.no
one knows what had told in that report. They are saying announcement was
made through loudspeakers for this meeting. Truly did they make
announcement through loudspeakers. Who should do this-TamilNadu

Pollution control board and their representatives should give notice.



People from the quarry came and gave a notice to one person and took
a photo. We came and gave notice. Didn’t communicated this. The concerned
farmers did not receive the information properly. As I know, 50 farming
families around that quarry are suffering a lot. From that 50 farmer families,
having count of 2 for each family, only 100 persons would have attended the
meeting. How these much people has gathered here? Please tell truly, what is
the connection betvveen‘quarry and all the people came hefe? Came without
any connection. Everyone is going to speak by saying their name and place
name. Truly, from that village? Affected due to that quarry? Benefitted due
to that quarry? Saying thaf Basic facilities will be provided through this
quarry. Government will provide the basic facilities; you do not need to do

anything. Did you understand?

Already, more that 10-15 years of quarry operation has created all the
damages to the maximum extent possible. Particularly4,5-acre land,
cbmpletely affected due to fhe dust coming during grinding of stone, settles
in soil, some area has changed where no crop has grown. Water, since they
had gone too deep, ground water got affected resulting no water in the wells
situated surrounding it. No rain also. The officials please come and see in our
village, did anyone is cultivating sugarcane, rice? Except dry crop Tapioca,
whether anyone cultivated other crop? Not able to protect the existing farm,
can’t able to do other farm except Tapioca, groundwater has gdné. While
grinding stone too much, they are saying that water is being sprinkled to the
smoke as precautionary measure. Please ask them to say truly, whether thy
sprinkled water? How much smoke came? They operated crusher at night,
24/7 they had operated, grinded. Through protest, night crushing was
stopped. We accept it. But doing crushing intermittently. Still hearing noise.

We can't sleep in our house. Many effects are there.

Now, from the new place, my house is within 300m. How they applied
and got with this rules? you can check. From that site, my house is located
within 300m only. They are saying that, they will provide basic facility,
Employment for 50 people, in that 50people, 30are from north. Employment

is for north people and not for local people. You may give your opinion to drop



this project. Sir after I complete my opinion, you tell yours. Please sit down.
This is my opinion, you tell yours. Our Agriculture land is located adjacent.
Groundwater had gone lower. No water in anyone’s well. we.are affected. We
are telling our opinion. 1000 people had came. Tell your opinion, there is no
problem. We are affected farmers. So we are completely against this quarry.

We request the officials to not to allow this quarry in our area. Thank you.

2.Thiru.Sakthidhasan, Vadakarai Village

Hello everyone, My greetings to the District Revenue Officer, District
Environmental Engineer and the large number of people who have come to
this hearing. My name is sakthidhasarn, belonging to vadakarai village. Friend
" has said that farms has been destroyed due to this quarry. The farmswere
destroyed about 30 years ago itself. It is a ridiculous lie to say that all the
farms have been destroyed because of this quarry. Dharmapuri district is a
drought district, it was known to all officials and public. When that is the
case, it is completely absurd to say that the drought is due to this quarry.

Therefore, there is no impact on any farmer because of the quarry.
Particularly no impact to the vadakarai farmers.no water scarcity, no
pollution environment. All our lands are dry land only. we farm only when it
rains. If there is no rain, all the farming will disappear.so there is no relation
between this quarry and agriculture. I request sir to take decision by
considering this. My wish is the wish of all people in my area. I am telling this,

due to this quarry, there is no harm but benefit only. Thank you.

3.Thiru. Viruthachalam, CRPF Rtd., Vadakarai Village

I express my gratitude to the Revenue Officer. I belong to Vadakarai
village. I already own land which is located within 300 meters from the quarry.
My name is Viruthachalam and I am a CRPF Retired. That is, retired by having
hope on agriculture. The lake was filled many years ago, but after this quarry
lake is not filled. Diverted the water by pouring jellies. There is no relation to
this land and quarry to the friend who has spoken earlier. We are the land

owners who having land adjacent to the quarry.



The underwater course may reverse its direction due to the explosion
in this quarry. You can talk and listen wherever you want. Also, water will not
stand in 60 feet, if itis 110 feet. Our weli won’t stand more than 60 feet. How
I will do agriculture. By depending on agriculture only, I got my retirement
without going to any work. Because we have an interest in agriculture. But
now if there is an impact on that égriculture means, it is because of the
quarry.

There is no water in well for 12 years. No water is coming for that lake..
When the government comes, they say that the lake will be filled with water,
but that is not the case blocked and diverted the water source by pouring
stones and earth, you can come and see it. As friend Sudhakar said, only
those who are nearer get affected, but those who talk like [ am Vadakarai and
Tenkaraikotai from outside do not know this. This is what I request you. You

should come and see it directly.

4.Thiru.Selvam.Vadakarai village

I own the land next to the quarry. It's been 3-4 years since I bought the
land nearer. They are asking for 145 m points. Our well is only 21 feet and
there is no well at 60 feet. If they take a depth of 45 meters, 35 meters, what
will happen to our livelihood? Where will we go for our livelihood? There is
neither a dam for irrigation nor a scrub forest. The people around are farmers
and all the farmers will be not qualified to graze the cow. Today, the only
source of livelihood is the cow, there is no rain and we cannot even graze this |
cow. If the depth is 35 m means, what will happen to that place? He takes an

area of 10 m, he takes a depth of 45 m, what are we going to do with that 60

feet well.

How can we do agriculture? What is the way you are going to tell us.
They are saying that they are giving work to 25 people. If for that 25 people
work, where the surrounding 50 houses residents will go? Please provide job
to them, I am not against it, but what are you going to answer us? You are
asking opinion from the surrounding people, they saying no, the adjacent

people will say like this. I registered at the Collectorate, registered at the



Tahsildhar office. We have no answer. So we don't need this quarry. If not,
answer for our livelihood. Answer for our livelihood, I don’t say don’t give work

for others just for our livelihood, thank you.

5.Thiru.Saravanan, Tenkaraikottai Panchayat

My heartfelt welcome to everyone. My name is Saravanan, Vadakarai,
Tenkaraikota Panchayat. The land adjacent to the Quarry pit is my land
having survey number 161, the pit has been taken in the same survey number
161. There are two sub-divisions. By sub-dividing that pit, after having 1.5
acres in 120 by myself, the pit is in the remaining 8 acres. I am living in this
place for almost 40 years. I am having EB service for 47 years. But the
distance between my house and the pit is only 150 meters, by saying there is
no house in 150 m, firstly how the permission was given to that place by the

authority?

Now, if a business has started in a place, the problem in that area has
to be checked. My survey number is 160. Till now in that survey numbers
160, only one name is coming in a chitta. But according to the same survey

number, they have broken it as 160/1 and made it government land.

I went to the station to give complaint regarding this. I went to file a
complaint like My house and well were stolen. After 3 days, the same survey
number is coming back. Tell me what all the officers are doing. How did you
get that number? Now my house has been recognized by the government and
they have given me a green house. Now high court notice has come to
demolish that green house. I went to high court and I saw them directly. But
How did the authorities give this? Why did the government give this? Why did
the government build that house? Since I have been living there for 47 years
and you gave it. Then how did you give the quarry there, the quarry should
not have already been there. I have 4 children, 2 boys and 2 girls studying. I
don't know any information. My daughter who is studying in college today
tells me that we will get cancer, heart disease, thyroid and other diseases due
to this dust, but we don't know, I don't have knowledge about this. I, myself

also did a work in that quarry and everyone is saying that I earned money in



lakh. No. they gave salary for my work. Everyone is saying that I have earned
many lakhs and crores money in e account. I am standing right here, tell them
to speak now. They gave salary for my work. At that time, I don’t know, don’t
have knowledge, but now my children, daughter are telling me that we will be
affected if we do this, so only I came to speak. Now we have received rain all
around here and in dams. you know how much Centimeter rain had come.
Now itself please tell us how much was rained in this vadakarai and
thenkaraikottai panchayat?, only 11 cm, 4 cm but in the same circle, it was
said about 49 cm, 56 cm, 40 cm. Why didn’t rain come to this place? What is
the reason for the rain? This is the reason for everything. It has no control.
Powder is spreading to 5km distance due to the blasting. I have given petition
4 times to the madam in person. Sir, we gave petition to sir and said that this
it is their place. We gave petition to close the pit. This is their place they have
rights to take and I don’t have any rights to tell them to close. I will show you
the records. Our agriculture is affected only because of the authorities
supporting report like this. Look at us, look at our agriculture, we survive only
because of it. I make my children study by believing in this agriculture. Today
we buy and drink water for drinking. I have been buying and drinking for 3
months. Ask any official to show that there is water in this place. Ask them
to come visit the agriculture in that place. How many petitions have we giveh
so far! So far we had given 306 petitions and we had given petitions to all the
officers. Please come and tell us, Which officer had come in person. Ask them
to tell in this stage. Till now I have 306 letter card and I have the card from
all the officers. Tell the officer to tell in this stage that, who had come to your
house and inquired? Ask one officer to tell me. Ask one officer to tell that I
came and inquired at the place and told him to tell me that everything is fair,
but still there is none. | |
For us, we completely dependent on agriculture only sir. If we have this
pit, if this crusher operates, it will destroy us and we will not be able to live
‘there. If the permission is given, we Will hand over the Aadhaar card and
ration card of everyone around us to the collector. We leave the town
somewhere. There is no other way because we can't survive in this place. How

do we survive? We can't survive in v place without anything? If we want to
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survive here means, we don't want that crusher in this place. we don't have
any use. If the government is profiting, the government wants to kill us and
destroy us. Then why does this government saying from outside that they
protect our agriculture? No official has come yet. So far no official has taken
the step. So we don't need that crusher. Now they said that the lake is 5 km
away and the tar road is 5 km away. You have given the government
greenhouse all around here. Did anyone tell me how many houses are there?
All the houses are within 200 feet, 150 feet only. Today, there are 7
government greenhouse houses around there. The government has given you
to dig only 50 feet deep well and you should not dig more than that. If the
government has given you 50 feet, you have given a well of 50 feet by 50 feet
in this same place and if you dig 45 meters deep, that is, 250 meters deep,
what will the well in 50 feet do? What does it do and how does man live in

that place? That's why we don't want that crusher.

Therefore, all the relevant officials shall come for direct inspection and
measure whether that house is there or not. If it is within measurement, then
don'’t give it and we don’t ask anﬁhing other than this. Ask the people in that
area whether the houses are there or not? If it is with in the measurement,
please don’t give permission to it. They said that crusher is only 50 feet away
from the lake. Did he mention the lake particularly? No. Because it is not next
to it, Naykan lake is 1 km away, Vadakarai lake is 50 feet away, but where
did that lake went? the lake was stolen, so we don't need that crusher. Let us
live we don't want crusher. No, one person who said that it has rained in this
place, the district of Dharmapuri has dried up, but it has not rained in the
surrounding area from Dharmapuri. Take measurement. Till now, it is just
sprinkled in tenkaraikottai panchayat, no rain for even one ploughing of land,
only cow and goat are grazing, other than this nothing we have for survival.

So in this place, we don’t want this crusher. Thank you for this opportunity.

6. Thiru.Anandan, Gopichettipalayam Village

My greetings to the pollution control government officials and the people
of the town. I have a doubt that, without any problem, why this Public hearing

by pollution control board is going on. Even if there is no problem means they
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will do their work. They had come since there is a problem. As I know, it was
running. I know the details. Earlier, they operate in night by spending many
lakhs of money. Sound will come, not able to sleep. Now they have spent
crores of rupees and kept machine, which is running 24 hours a day. It
operates for 24 hours to provide water for irrigation and there is no water in
all the surrounding wells. I don't know whether they eat soil or food. Even the
officials are eating only rice, the rice is given by the farmer. He need to shout?
They don't know about it? everyone has a sense know. Again, I am telling the
government officials that Gopichettipalayam is my village, I am an educated
farmer, I don't know any other way, I don't know how to take a weapon and I

don't know how to shout. We don’t know any other way.

This public hearing should be conducted without any problem. Because
of Problem only you had come, is there no problem till date? what is the
problem now sir, as said there is no water to drink? What is the most
important thing for human being to live, food and water, but both are not
available. Whether they are buying rice for price, it was given in ration.
‘Whether it is possible to live with eating rice alone, don’t we need water to
drink? Why there is mining, to dig and eat the soil. Why quarrying stones?
There are many places, why they come to gobichettipalayam? They are here
due to stones and extra minerals only. Whether they mined to build houses

or not, stone taken to build roads was huge. Stone was taken from here to

build Harur-Salem road.

Similarly, stone was taken from here to build the Harur-Dharmapuri

road. I am not coming to tell more. Sagayam sir has lived and gone. The world
that did not listen to him, is going to listen to us? We need to talk. What can
we do, we were born, what we know is agriculture, we cannot leave it, we
cannot do anything else. Hereafter we only need to dig soil, can’t able to do

other thing.

You say that some farms have been destroyed. There was no cash crop,
~ nothing except tuber. If you are farming the same tuber again and again, you

are not doing alternative farming; How many years can you grow just a tuber

to say that the soil will flourish? How long have you been eating the same



thing? The tuber has gone, no nutrient in soil, it was saying about mining,
you educated people know about it. Where does mining come from and where
does that content come from stone and then where does agricultural soil come -
from? As the density decreases, all the water resources surrounding that area
collect there. The water in that area all become poison due to the explosives
used for blasting, everything is poisonous, they provided fencing all around
it. you are saying that there is no problem. They don’t allow us inside graze

goats and the cows.

Even if go inside, Goats and cows are died by drinking that water.
Because of this, many diseases are coming. Whether human beings are
affected by diseases are not, goats and cattle are more affected. They are
spending money on goats and cows just like they spend money on humans to
keep them alive. Our livelihood depends on agriculture. This water source is
essential for that. There is no water source now. Whether the government will
bring water from Vaniyaru Dam to Gopichettipalayam? What will you do? If
you see the place where the stones are taken, the vaniyaru dam water can be
poured there. They have taken pit for that much. There is nothing that you
don’t know. Everything seen in satellite. If there is no problem means, why is

this public hearing is happening? They have been shouting for ages.

The people know only one thing, agriculture is the only thing. They do
farming in morning and going to sleep at night. But now, no water to do
farming. Everything has dried up. Now there is some rain drizzling that may
gave work to them, but you made them to sit here. That work also has gone.
There are many things to say People fear is more. We don't want that crusher,
take that technology and place it somewhere else, don't use that technology

here. Don't kill a thousand people to hire a hundred people okay?

7. Thiru.Arivalagan, Jammanahalli Village

My greetings to all the government officials, farmers and the general
public who have come here. I belong to Jammanahalli village near
Tenkaraikottai Panchayat. My important profession is agriculture. My name

is Arivalagan. My father's name is Subramani. You people are saying that
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agriculture was destroyed. I am also a farmer. Now there is no water no only
in vadakarai, My village Jammanahalli is 2km away and there is no water in
our town also. The;‘e is no water to drink. Cauvery water is the only source
for our drinking. There is a 120-foot well and there is nb water in it. So didn’t
lie that the quarry is the reason for no water and for the livelihood lost. Tell

the truth. I am a farmer in a village near Jammanahalli .You should not say

that.

District Revenue Officer, Dharmapui‘i

Everyone please sit in a seat. Lfsten everyone for a minute. If we fight
without knowing the purpose of the meeting, it will be impossible to say what
you would like' to say. One minute, please sit down and keep silence. No one
should fight. Please make him sit quietly. make him sit and make him quiet.

Who is the one spoken first. Farmers please keep quiet and sit in your

respective seats,

Inspector of Police, Gopinathampatfi

Krishna, Ravi, no one should speak, this is a public hearing rﬁeeting
ony. No one has given order okay, VAO sir, be patient, everyone will get a
chance to record their opinions, the authorities will have the authority to
decide based on the opinions. Tell them your grievances and let them decide
what to take and what not to take. This is not something that can be done in
one day. I am speaking as the Area Inspector. Already, there are many
problems have been taken place, please register your grievances. After
registration, the government has the authority to take the decision, so please
do not fight unnecessarily. This meeting should be held peacefully. There
should not be any news like there is problem because of this and such a thing

should not come out. All give your cooperation, Thank you.

Deputy Superintendent of Police, Harur

One Minute, Brother, don't talk repeatedly. Come to stage and speak.
If someone fights, will send them out. Post your opinion here, don't fight, okay.

You start talking.
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Thiru.Arivalagan, Jammanalli Village

Therefore, there is a drought since there is no rain in the entire
TamilNadu state. please don't spread the wrong idea that there is no water in
our lake because of this quarry. I am not an enemy to anyone, I am also a

farmer. Saying that I have bought money, money is not important. Please tell

fair opinion to the people. You tell your opinion. It is your wish.

Deputy Superintendent of Police, Harur

Please speak about project only. Don'’t speak about anything else.

Thiru.Arivalagan, Jammanalli Village

Everywhere, there is a famine, it is not only in the vadakari. Everywhere
" water table level has been lowered. Is there no water in only Vadakarai lake,
our lake Parayapatti and Tenkarai kottai lake is also have no water. 120foot
depth well, I am also doing agriculture. We do not have water, please give
correct information to the people. I request all don't make everyone suffer for
the benefit of few. 500 families depend on it for their survival. If 500 families
mean 500 people directly or indirectly survive because of this. 500 families
means 500 persons. Please go inside and see the green hut farm, which is
doing well. Goats and cows are being grazed inside. It is still going on inside.
Please I request you to tell the correct information. Tell your grievances. I am

not an enemy to anyone.

I am also a farmer. We have to be united and we all are one family,
okay? They are also not enemy now three departments have come pollution
control board, mining department have come. Only after careful examination,
they will give permission and they are common to all. Uncle, brother, we can
support our own bond. They do not support anyone and they act neutrally.
Please don't brainwash, if quarry had come 500 people will survive directly or
indirectly, business will grow, it is good for us aiso. My opinion is opinion of

my people from my area I confidentially saying that we want quarry.
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8. Thiru.Murthy, Vadakarai village

Heartfelt thanks to the District Revenue Officer, District Environmental
Engineer, Deputy Superintendent of Police and the people of the town who
have attended this meeting. The old friend who spoke just now said that he
wants a crusher. What is the advantage of the crusher for us? As a farmer
Water bodies are important. I have now come here by wearing a pant. Next
when this is done; [ will wear dhoti and go to do work in farm. Because we
depend on agriculture for our living. Now, they have told us, sir showed all
map, spoke about Harur, Kashmir to'Kanyakumari border, but they didn’t
show the lake situated very near to the crusher. The lake is not in the map.

Is it moved away?. The lake has moved 200m away, when this quarry came,

ahd there was no vadakarai lake.

That is, according to their rules, there should not be any house,
government land or EB line within 300 meters from this quarry. But some
officials know what are they saying, Sir, maybe everything will be there within
300 meters, whether it is a house or a forest, they can give permission to
quarry. The government has issued a separate order to sir to give such
permission. There are 7 government houses, well and lake around it. There is
nothing in there while giving permission. Saravanan has said that we have
submitted more than 300 petitions to the concerned department. But till
today, no official comes to the farmers who are on adjacent side and asks
them about their grievances. This quarry owner also has never comes to the

farmer adjacent and never asked about their grievances and never resolved

anything.

Just remember that no matter how many crores and crores of money
anyone have, no one can eat food, if a farmer does not go to work in farm. If
you have money, you can build a luxury bungalow, you can go and come in a
car, but we farmers, are not there means, no one can eat and satisfy their
hunger. That's why we depend on agriculture and depend on the farms to live.

we don't need crusher. Sir has told, that it is near you, it's very cheap, they
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don't give us for lower price, even Harur crusher cost Rs.2100 for 1 unit of
Blue metal, but these crushers cost Rs.2300, Rs.950 for ton of M. Sand, same

as local ones, Rs.950 cost. No one has gave us for cheaper prices. Understood.

We put our hard work only and whether we are here or outside it is the
same for us, we depend on agriculture for our livelihood. We have no livelihood
without agriculture. That's why we don't want the benefit of this quarry. My
friend said, 500 people will live because of this, let it 1000 live by writing it to
them or to the government, give land to the one who don’t have land. We don’t

have nothing. We don’t want this quarry permanently.

There is no road for the quarry. Is there a permission for the express
vehicle to go to the lake owned by the government? Is there any regular road
to the quarry?. Is there any permission to operate the crusher for 24 hours?
We went to sir, in Dharmapuri 10 people were went, I was in home, asked me
to come, so I went to meet sir. [ always drive vehicle, they called me come
moorthy and I went to meet sir. We went to sir, informed that we need to give
one petition and he asked us to wait. Sir came outside before we go inside,

after half an hour he said hand over it and I have some other work and he
left.

If a government official authorized by the government does not meet the
people, then why is it for the people that the government officials listen to our
grievances, but if a government official avoids us, then where do we go? Buy
our Aadhaar Card and Ration Card and please send us to Sri Lanka or
Pakistan by saying that you are not from Tamil Nadu. So many people here
are to conduct Public hearing meeting, anyone who have survey near adjacent
to it did any survey? Thousands of people conducting public hearing, even
thousand people say that they need crusher, but ask any person who lives
nearby to tell that they need crusher? Those who want crusher, ask them to

come and lie down there at night during crusher operation.

They say that there is drought in Dharmapuri district, you go to many
places and you can earn in many ways. We ¢an only earn through agriculture,

so we don't need quarry. We have been living by believing this. Absolutely this
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stone quarry should not give permission. Thanks to the authorities and public

for giving me the opportunity.

9. Thiru. Dharmapuri, Vadakarai Village

My name is Rajendran. I am a ward member of Vadakarai ward. My
father's name is Thangavelu. The quarry has brought many positive changes
to our village. For instance, they provide us with free materials for méintaining
our temple pond. Additionally, at least 50 young people from our village are

currently employed at the quarry. The quarry has not caused any harm

There's absolutely no harm. Some people say there are negative
impacts, but what are they? They say there's dust. If you want to sort out
issues regarding the dust, go and see the officials. Go and check the area
around the quarry. See what measures they've taken. After you've seen it for
yourself, you can make the appropriate decision. I'll accept whatever decision

you make." to us

Because of this, only good things have happened. Everyone in the
surrounding areas has benefited. Nothing bad has happened at all. They
provide materials to all the villages. Go and check the road that the officials
built and then check the road that the quarry built. You'll see how good the
quarry's road is. Today, everything is being done well by the quarry. They are
providing material at the rate 100 rupees less than others You keep saying
there are negative impacts, but what negative impacts? Because of the quarry,
only good things have happened for everyone. Nothing bad has happened at
all.

Of course, I have the right to speak. Do I have the right to speak or not?
Tell me your opinion, and I'll accept it. I also have an opinion, just like you. If
[ were affected, I would speak up. But there's no negative impact. Yes, I'm not
affected, and Vadakarai is not affected. Gobichettipalayam is also not affected.
The quarry is doing a good job. I definitely want the quarry. Please consider
this

10. Thiru.Marikannu, Social Activist, Kolagampatti, Dharmapuri District
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Farmers and working people should maintain peace. No one should
interrupt others while they speak. Everyone's requests should be heard
calmly. The district administration here is closely watching you. Be aware that

there is a group planning to stop this quarry

My name is Marikannu, and I'm a social activist from Kolégampatti, RBI
social activist. There are numerous quarries operating in Harur and
Pappireddipatti unions. Planning to stop this particular quarry while allowing
others to continue is unfair. Hundreds of families depend on this quarry for
their livelihood, including farmers. We will protest against this. It's not just

the landowners who are farmers; it's the people who work on the farms. by

making false promises.

It's unfair to target this specific quarry for closure while allowing others
to continue. Hundreds of families, including farmers, depend on this quarry
for their livelihood. We will protest against this Don't just consider the
landowners; it's the farm laborers who should be heard. Women from our
families work in every field. We are the one who do the hard labor. It is our
voices that the government officials should listen to. This is illegal. A group is
conspiring to shut down this industry. They are spreading rumors that this
quarry will be closed. There's a group that wants to monopolize this industry

and prevent others from working in it.

Who are these farmers who are complaining? These same farmers have
asked for wells and pipeli'nes. We, the majority of people in Pappireddipatti
and Kolagampatti, are the one who are speaking up. Who are the majority of
people working in agriculture in this Harur region? It's us, the laborers. Why

are you trying to silence the majority?

There's a conspiracy to target the livelihoods of over 100 families by
shutting down this quarry. I urge the government officials to stop this. There
are many other quarries in Harur and Pappireddipatti. Are there no farming
families there? You claim that there are new farming families now, but if you
check the records from 1937, you'll see that many of you didn't even own
land. Can you evict us? Your claims are false. Wasn’t there a collector from

your family 30 years ago? Doesn't your family know this? You, coming from a
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farming family, have held several municif positions and government jobs.
You've also approved of this quarry. Why are you raising this issue now after
30 years? This is a conspiracy, a plan to shut down this industry and harm
the poor. Your domestic workers have improved their lives, but you now look

down on us. Is this fair?

Hey landowner, my parents used to come to your house and work on
your land as laborers. Back then, we were working in the fields, and now we've
progressed to wearing pants and shirts. Tell me, where are the people to work

in your fields now? Farmers, stand up and speak. We are the ones who come

to work on your farms. Don't oppose the people who work for you

The government, especially the Dharmapuri district administration,
and the landowners know that it's wrong to oppose the people who have been
working for generations. We, the working class, are the ones who are affected.
We need that quarry. A hundred families depend on that quarry for their
livelihood." That quarry has benefited our families. It should definitely not be
closed. If the district administration intervenes and tries to shut down this
quarry, it will lead to the closure of all quarries. This won't stop here. This is

a threat. They are advising us to cancel all permits.

Do you, the landowners, live near only this .quarry in Dharmapuri
district? Do you live near no other quarries? You landowners are telling
blatant lies. Our people have been working in the fields, and it was only when
we worked hard that this country progressed. Our children have been working
in various fields for 30 years now. We know all about your oppression over

the years. Stop oppressing us. Don't try to shut this down with empty words.

As a social activist in Dharmapuri district, I have the right to express
my opinion. You, as a government official, should not speak against the
working people. Your position has changed, but don't speak against the

working class. I request the district administration not to take any action

against the working people

District Revenue Officer, Dharmapuri
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Let's start by hearing from the local people in this area first. We will
also give a chance to those who have come from other places to express their
views. But let's give priority to the local people first. Since we have limited
time, please be brief with your comments. We are here today for a public
hearing organized by the district administration. Please express your views
calmly and avoid any arguments. Evefy opinion expressed here will be taken

to the government. So please, focus on sharing your view.

11. Thiru.Micset Perumal, Vadakarai Village

I am Vadakarai Micset Perumal, my father name is Gopal. We share
common land boundary with the crusher. Crusher is affecting, since the land
for crusher was being bought and commencement of the crusher when its
owner came to see the neighbor, bought the place, prepared it for crusher. My
son is the first person to brought JCB there and did Pooja to start. But from
the Beginning, it was said they will give us a job. They told to buy one
compressor which is used to put pit. So I bought it for pit. But they didn’t give
me a job, they gave a job to the outside people. I have kept my vehicle idle for
six months, a year in account and unable to pay the due for vehicle finally
sold it. But I trusted that crush. Same boundary, can't able to sleep at night,
however they said that they give us a good job. Unable to pay the due for
compressor vehicle, [ sold it. They give contract for outside people. I have only
work when the outside people gave me job otherwise as usual they come for
two days to make pit. They have to give daily wages. I come to vehicle as early
as I woke up. No, pay me or go to the house since there is no pit or pay the
wages. It was like that. This crusher has gone more than 100, 120 feet, but
nearby there is a 50 feet well. They are draining M-sand wash water in that
pit. Then the water level is low, crusher pit is deep, let the crusher operates
without deepening. There are 50 land owners around it. They did not give
any support to them. They are giving to the outside peoples only. Should not
keep more pit depth. Do not drain the water in that pit. Bring outside water
for M. Sand wash and use this for it. The one who is on the side, if they drain
water in that pit, water from the well is also drained. Bring the water from

outside to wash M-sand and if the pit is filling leave it as it is. Only then we
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will know whether we are affected or not. But don't go down below my well
depth. If you have placed an order elsewhere, you should not give an order for
‘a pit below my well depth. Some people are saying, you operate crusher, it is
good for us, it is good for the city if crusher operates. It may be good or bad.
Only the surrounding people are going to affect, but those who are in middle
gets beneﬁtted, but the surrounding people are only affected. But we have
same boundary, same fencing, my larid is adjacent to the fencing, they put
fencing nearer to my land boundary. Even though I didn’t make any problem.
Order may be given as earlier without deepening, should not drain the pit
water. The pit is 120 feet. My well is 50 feet. They drain the M-sand wash
water. During rainy season it got filled. It shall naturally drain, don’t drain
the water. So we may get affected. You bring water form some other place and

operate. Thank for this opportunity, Thanks.

12. Tmt.Jayakala, Gopichettipalayam Village

My greetings to all the officers who have come, Gopichettipalayam my
name is Jayakala. My house and my farms are just 20 feet below the crusher.
Even land boundary is in our land only. All the dust is coming to my house
only. The house is full of dust and dirt. The officers who are sitting above are
saying that there is no house in eastern side of our house. Those who came
to crusher in January, we went to them and told them that there are 15
houses and there are 30 children in that 15 houses. Children don't sleep at
night because the crusher operation. They run the crusher without using
water, even after we said to them. There is no proper answer when asked. So

we don’t need crusher and close the crusher.

13. Thiru.Sivasamy, Vadakarai Village

My name is Sivasamy, and I'm a farmer from Vadakarai village. My
father is also a farmer. I want to state that the quarry has not negatively
impacted our farming activities. In fact, since the quarry started operations,
it has directly provided employment to around 50-60 young people in our

village. Indirectly, it has created employment opportunities for another 100-
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150 people. Therefore, I request that permission be granted for the quarry to

continue operations.

14. Thiru.Venkatraman, Pappisettipatty Village

My name is Venkatraman, and I am from Pappisettipatti village in
Gobichettipalayam, Madam. [ would like to first extend our humble greetings
to all the officials, the farming community, and the general public who are

present here.

Ponguru mines had set up a sand quarry in the riverbed. Due to the
excessive sand extraction, the riverbed cofnpletely dried up. Many villages

faced complete destruction. Now, the quarry is doing the same thing

Sir Let's say we take a poison, It doesn't immediately affect our body,
and it takes at least half an hour or an hour for it to be fatal. Same thing that
we didn't realize the severity of the issue as it didn’t effect immediately. We
were silent for 20 years, but only started protesting after the impacts became
apparent. Why? Because initially, we didn't realize the severity of the issue as
the effects weren't immediately obvious. However, once we experienced the
negative consequences firsthand, we felt compelled to protest and raise
awareness. Without these protests and gatherings, this issue would have

remained unheard

Just like Sterlite, initially, everyone in that area supported it. But over
the time, chemical contamination affected everyone from children to adults,
and it reached dangerous levels in their blood. That's why people started
protesting massively to shut down Sterlite. Even after the protests, the
government resorted to firing on the p‘eople. Don't misunderstand me when I
criticize the government. Today, everyone supports corporate , but no one
supports the people. No matter how many protests we do, they will always

support corporate

Government officials will only do what the government tells them to do.
The money to pay government employees comes from the taxes we pay. If we
all unite and protest, we can achieve anything. I want to share something

don’t taking it in the wrong way. Before the Land Reforms Act, there was a lot
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of land reserved for Adi Dravidars in our area. After the Act, these same
government officials took away this land from the Adi Dravidars and gave it
to others. I have a small request. In our area, Annanalafnpatti and Alhalapatti,
there are about 340 acres of land, all of which were reserved for Adi Dravidars.
After the Land Reforms Act, this land was given to other communities. It

would be convenient if this land could be returned to the Adi Dravidars. I'm

making this request and stating my opinion.

Our strong opinion is that we don't want the quarry. Not only in
Gobichettipalayam, but in the surrounding areas, there are more than 10,000
families. While it's true that a few hundred families might benefit from the
quarry, it's the 10,000 families who are being negatively impacted. I'm not
saying that those few hundred families shouldn't benefit, but I believe the

government should prioritize the majority who are being affected. This is all I

wanted to éay.

15. Dr. Green Srinivasan, Environmentalist

Hello everyone I am Dr. Pasumai Seenivasan, environmentalist. Today,
quarries are operating in all parts of Dharmapuri district. This is particularly
a livelihood issue. Therefore, all quarries are started with strict conditions.
For example, trees must be planted Within a three-kilometer radius of the
quarry area. Also, the quarries are opened only after ensuring that there will
be no harm to the people. However, due to lack of employment in this district,
lakhs of people have migrated. In the future, unless there are quarries or small

industries like these, this district cannot sustain.

If the quarry operates, at least 90% of the jobs in the quarry should be
given to the local people. If that is done, there is no harm in operating the
quarry. Definitely, many people will get jobs. My goal is to ensure that this
quarry operates 100% without causing any harm to the people. Thank you

16. Thiru.Marimuthu, Vadakarai Village

Hi, my name is Marimuthu from Vadakarai. I work as a driver at the
crusher. I load the M-sand and gravel that is being crushed. If there is dust ,I

have been driving for 6 years. In the past six years, I haven't been to the
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hospital once due to any health issues. This plant. is a water based one. it
spray water on each belt before grinding. Initially, there will be dust, but it
usually settles within 2 minutes.,if there is a dust problem how can I drive
ih that area for 6 years.] am also a farmer In my first year of farming, I
harvested 200 tons of sugarcane. In the second year, I harvested 196 tons,

and in the third year, I harvested 95 tons. I have records to prove this.

However, this year, due to lack of rain, I couldn't cultivate sugarcane.
People said that because of this quarry agriculture is affecting then how can
I harvest for past three years. Another thing is, this is the first industrial

establishment in our panchayat. This has brought many benefits to our

panchayat. We definitely need the quarry. Thank you

17. Thiru.Murthy, Bethur Village

My name is Murthy. I am from Bethur village. Approximately 100
meters away from the quarry, I own a piece of land. This land is registered in
my name, my father's name, my wife's name, and the names of my relatives
in Gopisettipalayam village. Generally, these villages are facing a severe water
shortage. Now, even getting water has become difficult. Once upon a time,
Bethur village was involved in illicit liquor production. The government took
steps to curb this and asked people to switch to other occupations. Following
this, people started rearing livestock for a living. In each household, they used

to keep two or three cows to make a living.

This year, due to the water scarcity, we had faced a situation to buy
water on a tank basis .Therefore, if this place is dug to a depth of 100 meters
by 150 meters, our livelihood will definitely be affected. Moreover, the
panchayat roads used by vehicles are damaged and going to waste. This

increases the chances of accidents

So, if he doesn't have water, the cattle don't have water, and we don't
have drinking water, then whom should we ask? Even though they say they
are providing jobs to 50 people now, the negative impacts won't be visible
immediately. We ‘wlill only realize these impacts later. Therefore, on behalf of

the people of Bethur village, especially those who have given up illicit liquor
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and are living a good life, I want to say that if we face water scarcity again, we

might be forced to go back to our old ways.

Moreover, some people come and speak on behalf of our village, saying
things like "people from Pappisettipatti" or "people from Bethur". The
government should please understand this. No one from Bethur has said such

things. Until now, no one from Bethur has spoken like this. Those who are

saying this are outsiders

I have made a significant contribution in the anti-liquor movement. At
that time, Najmal Hoda was the SP, and he was a very good person. I met him
personally. I know very well the impact that the anti-liquor movement had.
Two generations were wasted. Many people were ruined by the liquor
business. Only now people are slowly starting to come back to the right path.
Please, the government should understand that this quarry will affect the
livelihood of our people, especially those who raise livestock. Milk production
w‘illl decrease, and people will be forced to go back to their old ways. Therefore,
I request the government to close this quarry and help improve our livelihood.

Thank you for this opportunity

18. Thiru. AluKhan, Tenkaraikottai Village

My name is Alukan from Thenkaraikottai. I would like to thank
everyone for attending this public hearing. All the speakers here, have
expressed different opinions. While some people want this quarries, others do
not. However, some people said that those living nearby will get affected by
this project. The impact on them should not cause any problems for others.
At the same time, Some people here expressed that they are getting materials

from karur and dindigul . so if we get m sand and jelly here it would be

benefitted for local people

Some people said that the people residing near the quarries has not
received benefits from them .whatever needs to be done for the benefit of the
people living nearby should be done. Why should people from Maharashtra
come to work here .when there are people from the vadakkarai area ?

Providing job opportunities to the local people would benefit everyone.
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If u give m sand for Rs.1000/- please give for Rs.800/- for the people
who got affected. Since there is a sugar mill nearby, those living near the mill
are being offered some kind of rental concession. Similarly, the quarry
company and these people should discuss and arrive a good decision,
providing jobs to the people in the neighborhood and arranging for the

operation of the quarry.

19. Thiru.Satish, Environmentalist

My name is Satish. I am an environmentalist and activist. Greetings to
everyone. I respect your culture, feelings, and customs. I agree that there are
valid concerns in your perspective. I understand the grievances of the rural
people and stand in support of them. I request the government authorities to
allocate additional funds and adopt this village for its development, by
improving infrastructure and uplifting the lives of the people. Increase
greenery, plant and nurture trees, create beautiful forests, and protect trees
and plants. You can seek help from the district fofest officials for this project.
By doing so, respiratory problems can be avoided. However, please avoid
planting the cono carpus tree. As this tree causes harm to humans, the

government is planning to ban it.

Plastic carry bags may be banned in any situation from now on. This
area receives an average annual rainfall of 3 millimeters. We should collect
and use this rainwater properly. Rainwater harvesting tanks should be

installed in all places, and not even a single drop of water should be wasted

20. Thiru.Mugilan, Coordinator, TamilNadu Sutrusuzhal Pathukappu
Iyakkam

My name is Mugilan, Coordinator of Tamil Nadu Environmental
Protection Mission. I assisted the investigation team appointed by the Hon'ble
Madras High Court and the Supreme Court of India, led by Hon’ble U.
Sagayam, to investigate the granite scam in Madurai for one year.Currently
residing at karur. Our beloved chairman of this public hearing meeting which
was jointly organised by District administration and Tnpcb to seek opinion

from the public for the proposed quarry in Gobichettipalayam and
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Thenkaraikottai villages of M/s ponguru blue metal mines who was once the
RDO of our town, and now holds a DRO, is present today. We all fondly
remember his contributions, especially in setting up the Amaravati Sugar Mill.
Thats why every farmer holds him in high regard.We extend our greetings and
respects to all those present here, including the District Revenue Officer who
has been serving diligently, the District Environmental Engineer from the
Pollution Control Board who is conducting this meeting, officials from all
departments including the Pollution Control Board, Revenue, and Police,
journalists, the general public, farmeré, social activists, quarry owners, those

brought here by the quarry owners, and our friend from Andhra Pradesh who

spoke in favor of the quarry in our village.

This public hearing is not a-debate. The project proponent has
appointed a company and Experts have already conducted a 3 months
comprehensive study on the pvroposed quarry and prepared a 592-page report.
This kreport details the potential air, noise, soil, water poHution, and
biodiversity impacts of the quarry. In today's meeting the report will be
summarized and discuss how to mitigate these impacts. The reason I'm here
is to discuss whether their proposed solutions are feasible andv comply with
the existing regulatidns. The central theme of this meeting is the Tamil Nadu
Minor Mineral Concession Rules of 1959. These rules detail all the criteria
that must be considered when selecting a site for a quarry. Specifically, the
rules clearly state what should be present within a 300-meter, 500-meter, and
10-kilometer radius of the proposed quarry site.Section 36 of the 1959 Act
clearly states that no quarry shall be established within 300 meters of
residential areas. To verify if these two quarries have violated this rule, we
conducted a direct investigation using the government's village maps

computer FMB and other related documents We are here to present the
findings of our investigation.

Before we examine whether the proposed quarry on survey numbers
147(3), 147(4), and part of 148, covering an area of approximately 3.35
hectares (8.5 acres) and a depth of 70 meters (approximately 250 feet) in

Thenkaraikottai village, complies with the regulations We would like to
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humbly request the District Revenue Officer don't give part in survey number
instead subdivided the plot .Even a person who owns a single cent of land can
subdivide it, but when it comes to a quarry, it is difficult to determine the
exact location and conduct a survey. A simple laborer or worker who owns a
single cent of land can subdivide it, but a quarry that will be operational for
ten years cannot be subdivided. We have been appealing to various districts
and now Karur district has changed the rules for not giving part in survey
number. We humbly request that in the future, you ensure that subdivision
is allowed for all quarries as well. When you examine the houses within 300-
meter radius of this quarry plot, you will find that we have previous experience
with a similar situation. In survey number 149/2A, a house valued at 50 lakh
rupees was built within 300 meters of a quarry. This case was taken to the
High Court for demolition. The matter is currently pending before the
Supreme Court. Despite this, the Village Administrative Officer of
Thenkaraikottai has stated in their report (page 157A of the English version)
that there are no authorized houses within a 300-meter radius of the proposed

quarry. This is a clear contradiction.

The term "authorized houses" refers to properties that have been
officially recognized by government authorities. These include lands that are
documented in revenue departmerit records, approved by the village
panchayat, and those with DTCP approval. Properties with a patta, a bank
loan, or government-built houses are also considered authorized. The
regulation stipulates that no quarry should be established within a 300-meter
radius of such authorized properties. To clarify the interpretation of this
regulation, we sought guidance from the head office in Chennai. They
informed us on 15.07.2024 that even if a property recorded in the UDR or
patta records is currently in a dilapidated or demolished state, it will still be

considered an authorized property as per the original survey records.

Therefore, if a property is recorded in the revenue records, it is
considered an authorized property. Even if it has been demolished, purchased
by the quarry owner and demolished, or has fallen into disrepair, this fact

cannot be denied.

26



We have informed the District Collector of Erode, who in turn has
instructed the Assistant Commissioner of Survey Department, Haridass to
issue a circular to all surveyors. The circular states that if a house recorded
in the UDR and patta (revenue) records is currently dilapidated or demolished,
it should still be recorded as it was originally surveyed. Additionally, it
specifies that when preparing distance measurement maps related to
quarries, authorized houses, homesteads, streams, and wastelands must be
verified against the village map, field map, and 'A' record before issuing the

report. This circular was issued on 02.09.2024.

What I'm saying is that these quarry owners have already went to court
to demolish the house near the proposed quarry site However, according to
the computer-generated FMB report from yesterday, your revenue department
records indicate that there are two houses in Thenkaraikottai village within a
300-meter radius of the pfopbsed quarry on survey number 142. Similarly,
on survey number 151 (where the quarry is proposed to be located near survey
numbers 147 and 148), there is a house within a 300-meter radius on survey
number 151/8A. Furthermore, on survey number 202, specifically 202/6,
there is a house within the 300-meter radius. And on survey number 207,

there is also a house. All this information is available in your records.

We looked at the map you gave us, but it's not clear at all in this book.
We searched high and low, straining our eyes, but if you give us a map like
this, who can find anything? I'm giving it to you, sir. Can u find it?Could you

please clarify the purpose of providing such an unclear map

We were only provided with a map that shows a 1km distance around
the plot, which is insufficient, Moreover, they failed to provide a combined
sketch even though parts of the land fall under Thenkaraikottai and
Gobisettipalayam. A combined sketch is essential. Also, they haven't marked
the 300-meter distance from the quarry on the map. If they had drawn a circle
around the quarry with a 300-meter radius, we could have clearly seen if any
houses fell within that distance. It seems like the VAO is trying to evade the

issue. Due to similar incidents, the Collector of Karur, Mr. Prabhu Shankar,

has filed an FIR against a VAO for providing false documents. Similarly, you

27



might be aware of Tamilselvi a VAO from Kuttupalayam in Tiruppur district,
who wrote an apology letter admitting her mistake. I can provide you with that

document as well.

Why am [ saying this? If you give us such an unclear map and ask us
to find something from it, how can we possibly do that? In the future, whether
it's the AD Mines or the local revenue department officials, they'll all have to
deal with this. The process goes from the VAO to Tahsildar, then RDO then
the AD Mines and finally goes to SEIAA. Therefore, I humbly request that you
clarify these issues. There are many quarries and related problems in this
district. I believe in transparency and want you to handle this matter with

utmost clarity. That's why I'm bringing this to your attention.

You will find two government-constructed houses in survey numbers
152/7a, 7b2. There's another government house in 158/1b2 and one in
141/2b. In survey number 207, there are three government houses in plots
1b, 2D1, and 2d1c. In 2022 quarry owner have filed a case 160 /1 to operate
quarry three months ago they have gone to court saying that the government-
built houses should be demolished.  Therefore, my esteemed colleagues,
while personal opinions regarding the necessity of a quarry may vary, a
' rigorous examination of the government records unequivocally reveals that

this quarry operates in contravention of the law

Moreover, there is a water body within 300 meters of this quarry in
survey number 134, But water body was not shown and it is located within a
300-meter radius of the quarry. This water body is approximately 45 acres or
18 hectares. So, what will happen to this 45-acre water body if a quarry is
dug to a depth of 250 feet right next to it? This water body is the livelihood for
several kilometers around. The Supreme Court has been consistently stating

that water bodies and waterways must be protected.

Numerous court judgments have unequivocally prohibited the
establishment of quarries near water bodies. In clear violation of these rulings,
this proposed quarry is situated a mere 300 meters from a significant water
body. But the project planner has concealed this fact in their report. And he

had shown several things at different places, several kilometers away.
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Therefore, the location of this quarry is in direct violation of court orders, and

hence, no legal permission can be granted for this quarry.

Moreover, the Tamil Nadu Mindr Mineral Concession Rules explicitly
state that a borewell overhead tank cannot be located within 500 meters of a
quarry. Specifically, it prohibits the extraction of minor minerals within a 500-
meter radius of any area where there are water supply systems or
arrangements managed by local bodies, central or state government

departments, or the Tamil Nadu Wateri Supply and Drainage Board

As you know, the quarry is located less than 300 meters from Mangneri
Junction Road, in close proximity to -a government-owned overhead water
tank and borehole. The purpose of the regulation prohibiting quarrying
activities within a specified distance of water sources is to prevent the damage

that blasting operations can cause to these vital infrastructures.

The vibrations from the blasts can compromise the integrity of the
borehole and contaminate the groundwater, potentially affecting the water
supply for the entire community.The borewell is a government-owned
overhead tank, not a private one. That's why this rule has been implemented
to protect it. There is a water tank and a borehole on Mangneri Junction Road
within a 500-meter radius of this location. Therefore, this quarry cannot be

legally established

Moreover, no temporary or permanent residential structures, including
worker housing, should be constructed within a 300-meter or 1000-foot
radius of the quarry. Last month, a similar violation occurred at Sivakumar
Quarry in Kokkalai village, Namakkal district. The regulations clearly state
that within a 300-meter radius, the leaseholder cannot construct any

temporary or permanent huts or houses for quarry workers.

The reason behind this strict rule is evident from the blast incident that
happened in Aviyur, Virudhunagar district on May 1st. The blast caused
damage to an area nearly three kilometers away. After we visited the site and
reported the matter to the collector, he ordered the closure of seven

quarries.Similarly, in Tiruppur district, at Konangipaalayam Kanampatti, the
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Vijayalakshmi quarry caused damage to the Sulur Airforce,a central
government defense establishment, located about 3.5 kilometers away, due to

a blast a few months ago.

This incident highlights the significant impact of quarry blasts, which
is why the regulations prohibit any temporary worker housing within a 300-
meter radius. This rules was framed by Sashikumar, the Deputy Director of
Geology and Mining in Namakkal. Therefore, the fact is that this quarry is
operating in blatant violation of these regulations. Furthermore, we have
verified these violations by checking the maps and other digital records

available online, specifically on Google

All the houses are clearly visible on Google Maps. These images are
based on latitude and longitude coordinates taken from the outer boundaries
of the quarry. Therefore, the Pon Guru Blue Metal Mines, situated in survey
numbers 147/3,4, 148, and covering an area of 8.25 aci'es, cannot be legally
established. There are numerous illegal activities happening here, as admitted
by the quarry owner himself. He said that if we pay a bribe of 1.5 lakhs per
acre, totaling 15 lakhs for 10 acres, the SEIAA would grant approval. Last
month, we protested against the SEIAA in Chennai, and 500 of us were
arrested. The SEIAA officials, including the chairman and the MS, called us
for a meeting and spoke to us for two hours. They admitted to us that they

had never seen such a public consultation document before.

We will inform both them and the public about these illegal activities.
It's high time that government officials, who are paid from public funds,
adhere to the law. If even an educated person commits such fraudulent acts,
they will face severe legal consequences. I conveyed this message to the
officials sitting in the SEIAA, warning them of the repercussions of their
actions. Subsequently, I met with Senthil Kumar IAS, the Principal Secretary
of Environment, Climate Change, and Forests, and Rahul Nath, the Member
Secretary of SEIAA. During our hour-long discussion, I presented the evidence

of the illegal quarry operations and the corrupt practices within the SEIAA

The president of the quarry owners' association said that they would

pay 1.5 lakhs per acre for any violations to the SEIAA. All the officials in the
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SEIAA openly admitted during a two-hour meeting held on the 19th of last
month that they had not been operating legally until now. Even intelligence
and policé officials were present, and there were no secrets. Therefore, if this
quarry is legal, mugilan can't stop it, not even God. But this Ponguru Blue
Metals Mines in Tenkarai Kottai is illegal. It doesn't follow the law. They can
pay 50 lakhs or a crore as a bribe to get orders.if they get an order to establish
this quarry just like they get an order to demolish sdmeone's house. We closed
down two quarries in Lakshmi Puram, Raghupathi's village, in Thirumayam,

Pudukottai ‘district, because if it is illegal we can close anything..

Another important point is that they say the survey was conducted for
three months. Not all survey requires electricity, but air survey do. They say
they conducted air survey at six or eight locations. When conducting survey
at eight locations continuously for three months, electricity would have been
used at those locations. It could be a domestic connection, an industfial
connection, or an agricultural connection. In any case, a significant amount

of electricity would have been consumed. Whether we take the reading before

or after, we can find out how much electricity was used.

We've been saying this for three years, sir. Please tell the higher
authorities. They are consistently taking reading from a place they are not
changing the place randomly so We need them to provide details about where
they got the electricity for each of these eight points and how many units of
electricity were consumed, as shown in the electricity bills. It seems like they

are just sitting in their office and fabricating these numbers.

I have been discussing all the details with the officials. You could
continue discussing these details for hours; it wouldn’t be a problem. The
public hearing began in the morning and lasted until 3 PM the following day.
Therefore, there is no need to worry about time. Everyone can share their
opinions. What we are saying is based on siting criteria that you haven’t
mentioned. This is important because the SEIAA is watching this video. We
want to clearly state to the SEIAA officials that if illegal aétivities continue,

you will face consequences similar to those faced by many others in your

office. This is because we have provided substantial evidence
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Similarly, the next quarry proposed is at Gobichettipalayam, survey
number 80(3) and 80(4). This quarry is situated very close to residential
complexes 160-1 and 1581b2, within a 300-meter radius. These residential
complexes are government-authorized housing units. Since the quarry is new,
it is unsuitable for operation in such a location. Moreover, a review of revenue
records reveals the presence of a temple named Sanjeevarayan at survey
number 32/1, also within a 300-meter radius. Similarly, there is a house at
survey number 35, subdivision 26, and another building at survey number
59. Additionally, a government warehbuse is located within 300 meters of this
area. With so many government buildings, residential complexes, and other
structures nearby, permission cannot be granted for this quarry in

Gobichettipalayam.

We also searched on Google Maps. When we checked for houses around
survey number 80 in Gobichettipalayam, we found that there is a house 274
meters to the east. The house of the person who spoke first is located 291
meters southwest. Similarly, there are houses 245 meters and 271 meters

northwest, and 91 meters north.

We have accurately determined the locations of these houses using the
latitude and longitude coordinates on Google Maps, based on the outer
boundary of the quarry. These houses are also clearly visible on village maps
and computer-generated maps. Due to the presence of so many houses,

permission cannot be granted to establish a quarry at this location ‘

Furthermore, there are high-voltage power lines passing through the

land where the quarry is proposed. Specifically, in survey number 80/3, there
is a high-voltage power line. According to revenue officials and AD MINES, the
quarry must be located at least 50 metérs away from high-voltage power lines.
The Indian Electricity Act, Section 56, subsection 83(2) states that no blasting
or similar activities should be carried out within 300 meters of high-voltage
power lines. However, in this case, the high-voltage power line passes through
the quarry land itself. Therefore, permission cannot be granted for this quarry.
Additionally, there is an overhead water tank 500 meters away and a

temporary labor colony within a 300-meter radius
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Moreover, some people here have claimed that quarries bring about
positive benefits Many studies have shown that air pollution from quarries
and sand crushers has caused many people to develop type 2 diabetes. It is
unknown how many people are taking diabetes medication. In a meeting held
a few months ago in Anjakovundampatti, Karur, it was reported that a six-
year-old boy developed diabetes, and it was because of the nearby quarry. We
need to understand this issue. The polluted air from quarries leading to type

2 diabetes it is not from food and water that’s another type diabetes.

Another point is that the Pollution Control Board states that they will
not grant permission for more than two quarries in the state to a single
company. At the time this quarry applied for permission, the company already

had one quarry

Therefore, there should not be more than two quarries here. However,
there are three quarries here - one in Trichy and another in Salem. Hence, we
are inforfning you that, according to the law, quarry permissidn cannot be
granted to them under the Minor Minerals Concession Rules. Furthermore,
the law states that the area of a quarry here should not exceed 5 hectares.
However, the existing quarry is approximately 6 hectares (15 acres), which is

a violation of the rules. We are pointing this out.

Similarly, it has been said that a green belt should be established and
3000 trees should be planted. This quarry has been operating for seven years,
but not a single tree has been planted. This itself shows their work ethic. We
have seen such disturbances many times. For those who create such
disturbances, cancel the public hearing and file a case against them. This is

your responsibility. You did not call me to talk.

Therefore, it is a rule that 3000 trees should be planted in an area of
15 acres. They have not planted a single tree. Especially, they have not

planted native trees. Next, you should know this. Only vehicles weighing a
maximum of 10 tons are allowed on village and union panchayat roads. Do
you know how much 10 tons is? It's about the same as a tractor load. But, 6-

tire lorries carry up to 24 tons. Such heavy vehicles damage the roads
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They are wasting taxpayers' money by damaging the roads. Why they
are shouting like this? To hide this fact, even though the maximum allowed
weight for 16-wheelers on national highways in our district is 48 tons, but we
see 16-wheelers weighing 90 tons are going there The government says that

there should be a fine of Rs. 20,000 for every extra ton. This is a rule in the
RTO office of the Tamil Nadu Transport Department.

Moreover, there should be no residential houses within 500 meters of a
crusher. Similarly, there should be no residential areas within 300 meters of
an M-sand plant. Following our continuous reduests, the Honorable Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu, Mr. M.K. Stalin, accepted our request on November
22, 2017, to import natural river sand from foreign countries as a substitute

for M-sand and river sand.

Additionally, the workers here are not provided with any benefits like
ESI, EPF, or insurance. I want to point out that this quarry is operating
illegally. A public hearing is being conducted regarding this. Let the critics
criticize and the supporters support. This land is ours. No one has the right
to destroy this land. I clearly state that this quarry is not fit to operate. Thank
you for this opportunity |

District Revenue Officer, Dharmapﬁri

Everyone take a seat and he will speak. Finally tell me your name.

21. Thiru.M.Sivaraj, Jammanalli Pahchayat President

My name is M.Sivaraj,President of Jammanalli Panchayat .Built a wall

in the mud and built a fort in selfishness and left the witness to say.

The poet of the working class, Pattukkottai Kalyanasundaram sang
“this is a prosperous land, flowing with milk and honey, the working class

here are starving,"

The reason for this is that when Kamaraj constructed the Krishnagiri
dam, do you know what he did? He gave money to the people there, and then
he also gave them land nearby and built them houses First of all, Ponguru,

you need to understand that you shouldn't just go running to courts and
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officials. Go directly and meet the people, especially the affected ones. Don't
just sit around and pretend that everything is fine when in reality, the wealthy

are exploiting the poor and the weak are being deceived.

There is no problem in operating the quarry but the government should
first consider the affected people words. The one who is hit knows the pain,

the one who is just standing by will not understand. People should
understand this. This is a blind world that seeks a shortcut to life, a world
where the powerful rob," said Pattukkottai Kalyanasundaram.i request

ponguru to give quarter of the profit to. the affected people

Where will the people go when their livelihoods and the environment
are destroyed? First, let's consider what an industrialist would do when their
workers face such a situation. They give bonuses, right? It's a small portion
of their profits. Similarly, you shouldn't run to courts or officials. Go directly
to the affected people and talk to them. Help them. As Anna said, 'People's
power is supreme power.' If yoﬁ understand this, you would know where the

applause is.

How many roads has Ponguru laid in Vadakkarai BC Colony? Why
shouldn't roads be laid? Why can't we have concrete roads? I'm asking this
on behalf of government. How many roads have been laid for BC Colony and

SC Colony? Why isn't this being done? Similarly, why not do it for Palayathu,
Pappisettipattti, and Pettoor.

I am residing at the area close to these places He says that I saw it on
the map. But they have not shown the two lakes present in Jammanahalli
village. What is the reason for not showing the vadakarai lake .records that

they produced here are incorrect .

It's better to approach the person you're fighting with directly rather
than seeking help from others, you can go and talk to your opponent directly
to resolve the issue. Everything will be fine. If you disagree, then remember
| that when Kamaraj built the KRP Dam in Krishnagiri, he gave 3.5 acres of

land and a house to each of the affected people.
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KakkanjiPuram, near Gurubarapalli, was developed by the former
irrigation minister, the martyr Kakkan. Why can't you do the same? What
have you done with your profits? Why won't you do it? Someone told me that
you are giving m sand and jelly for less price compared to other quarries, but
actually, you are giving more compared to other quarries. I've spent nearly 10

lakhs to procure M-sand and jelly for development activities in my panchayat.

I, as the panchayat president, have never asked for anything free. I'm
not that kind of person. Last year, there was no rain, but this year my land
had excessive water When they were blasting near our pond, there was a

shockwave, and birds were flying away. What are you doing for the

environment? Please do a direct inspection, don't just rely on.

Whenever I approach the sub inspector madam, in charge here, she
always says that I will investigate. she conducts a direct investigation and
deliver a fair judgment. Please do this. Instead of saying things that are
hurtful and frustrating to the affected people when they come to you, please
speak kindly to them. What kind of group is this? Are you fighting? They are

the victims here. Please tell them that you will help them, and we will support

you in this. Please."

Similarly, our road is badly damaged. When EE means a district officer,
from the Rural Development department came, I have requested him to
impose a tax on each vehicle and colleét it because a lot of vehicles are passing
through this road from the quarry. I have never gone to them and asked for
this before. So, please, those who come here, don't bring up other village
problems here discuss only about this issue. This meeting is to discuss
whether the quarry should operate or not. Please don't bring outsiders to

create trouble. That will never work.

Therefore, the Ponguru company should genuinely go to those affected
poor people, look at their houses and other issues, and help them. They will

become your friends, and nothing bad will happen

The lowering of the water table due to the quarry operations is causing

severe harm to the surrounding residents. The depletion of water resources is
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a serious issue that affects all of us. We cant provide water to the affected
'people Through ration shops Do you know what kind of suffering a persbn
undergoes if theré is no rain for six months? If there is no rain for another six
months, you will be struggling for water, do you know that? Think about all
this. With the water table falling so low in that area, farmers will be in a race

to dig deeper wells, but they simply can't afford it

Therefore, I urge you to let the law handle this. They'll drag you into
countless lawsuits. By the time the case is over, will the landowner from that
village even be alive? That's what the lawyers do, you know. I believe he's a

lawyer for Pon Kuru.

A Honestly, what's the point of a lawyer who just keeps asking for
adjournments in court? That's why there's such a backlog of cases. Please,
understand the situation and go directly to the people to resolve this. They'll
be more than happy to help you. Please do your best. Thank you for this
opportunity

22. Thiru.Periyasamy, Ex-Army, Vadakarai

I would like to extend my greetings to the District Revenue Officer and
the District Environmental Engineer The existence of the Ponguru Blue Metals
quarry is not in question. The real issue is that this company is ordering to
demolish the house of a farmer who has been living in his own village and on
his own land for 50 or 100 years, across four generations. This happened in
2022.

Saravanan, who lives nearby, has built a house Now, in 2024, the
government is planning to demolish even the government-built houses in the
area. Are you suggesting that after derﬁolishing government property, we
should give more land to Ponguru Blue Metals? This is completely unfair. It's
like this company is digging a grave for these farmers, the way they are
extracting soil and stones. Please, we cannot allow Ponguru Blue Metals to
continue operating.

If they give permission to continue, my two younger brothers will

suffer the same fate. Stones are constantly falling on their farmland, and
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when they question it, they're being charged under sections 3 and 4. So, if we
dare to ask why our farmland is being damaged, we'll face the same
consequences. It's clear that their power, wealth, and connections protect

them from any legal action

The residents of Gobichettipalayam have repeatedly highlighted this
issue. The area is so dusty that it's impossible to raise livestock. The animals
are getting sick, and people can't even live there due to the unhealthy
conditions . Our property line is virtually adjacent to the property line of

Ponguru Blue Metals. There's less than 17 meters between them

I'm a retired army veteran named Periyasamy, and Vadakari is my
home village. I've written numerous letters to the Assistant Director, the
District Revenue Officer, and the District Environmental Engineer, requesting
action on this issue. However, they keep saying they've forwarded my

complaints to the concerned department.

So, I want to know why you're still giving orders to Ponguru Blue
Metals. I strongly oppose the operation of Ponguru Blue Metals. As a retired
army veteran with 26 years of service, I have repeatedly written to officials

about this issue, but none of them have taken any action

A farmer has spent 50 years building his dream home, and now you're
ordering it to be demolished? This house has been officially approved by the
panchayat. The panchayat president and clerk supporting ponguru and they

act favour to them .Does my military service mean nothing to you

Farmers who have come here may think you're doing well by getting
100 or 1000 today. But please understand, this won't last. Your future'
generations, your children, will suffer greatly. If Ponguru Metals mines
continues digging for stones, farmers won't be able to live or farm here. Thank

you very much, sir."

23. Thiru.Palaniswami, Republican Party of India

My name is Palaniswami, the Republican Party of India The
Thirukkural says, 'To shame the evil_-doer and do good oneself.'. However,

everyone seems to speak of negativity only, constantly saying everything is
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bad. I'm not disagreeing that, there is harm; alcohol, for instance, is
detrimental to both the nation and families. But who is selling it today? The

government itself.

Some people keep talking about pollution. Nowadays, every household
having mbre than one vehicle. Why do they have so many? It's not really
- necessary. Right They're saying that people are buying more vehicles than
they actually need. But they required those vehicles. this will also cause

pollution

Even if there are only three or five people in a family, people are now
building luxurious houses, two or three stories high. Can we build these
houses using just soil? We need gravel, sand, and other materials, right?
Where can we get these materials? Now, even sand extraction has been
stopped. So, what will be used to build houses now? That's why we have
quarries. Of course, there might be some issues with quarries. But I think we
should rectify those issues and continue operating these quarries

This can cause significant loss and damage. That's why I'm asking for
these shortcomings to be corrected. If there are issues with these quarries,
then why does the government allow them? The government allows them
because there is a need for them, right? So, if we want to fulfill that need, we
need these kinds of mines and quarries. That's why I think many people will
say that we need quarries. Let's see how many people clap if they agree that
we need quarries .

Therefore, we definitely need quarries. It is true that some families
depend on these quarries for their livelihood. However, I agree that the land
of about five to ten people in this surrounding area is affected. But, I request

that the reasons for this damage be identified and rectified, and that these

- mines be opened. Thank you

District Revenue Officer

This public hearing is to gather your opinions regarding this quarry.
We have recorded different opinion, both positive and negative. People like Mr.

Mugilan have visited various places and presented the specific problems
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related like this quarry. As you all know, these opinions will be sent for a
state-level scrutiny. That's why I'm saying, first, without any noise, you
should tell us what your opinions are. Secondly, they will ask our district
about any violations found in the opinions you have expressed. They will
rectify any state-level violations at the state level itself. Apart from that, they
will ask us about any district-level violations, and we will forward them
accordingly.  Beyond this, I want to share some thoughts with you. there
are both positive and negative aspects to this, as everyone said. For example,
those who support the quarry will say there is no impact from the quarry. But
that's definitely false. Because quarries do have an impact, especially on the
areas surrounding the quarry. The question is, how can we minimise the effect
when the government supports the quarry? We can't say it's completely wrong

because all the conditions are met.

Secondly, when we talk about the impacts of quarries, we need to
remember that quarries are not located everywhere. Quarries are established
in places where mineral deposits are found. When applications are made to
establish a quarry in a specific location, the state government conducts public

hearings to gather opinions from the people in the affected areas. It is certain

. that the people living in those areas will be affected

Let's take an example. I am the land acquisition officer for a new
railway line from Morappur to Dharmapuri, a project that hasn't been

undertaken for 75 years. For this project, we are going to acquire land

continuously over a distance of about 48 kilometers.

The people living in the areas where this railway line will pass will
definitely be affected. I will be concerned about them. When I speak to them,
I will explain that this is a project that is necessary for the government and
future generations, and that this action is being taken for that reason. It is

unfortunate that you have been affected by this.

Similarly, you know about our Thoppur. There are many accidents
happening at the Thoppur gate. Every month, almost 20-30 people died. To
reduce this, the central government has introduced a project worth almost

1000 crores to build a bridge in Dharmapuri. I am the land acquisition officer
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for this project. When we go to acquire 'land, the affected shops, temples, etc.,
say that this is their livelihood. When talking to them, I will say that you are
giving land to save many lives, it is a very difficult decision, and we will get
proper compensation from the government. So, you are in a situation where

you have to accept this compensation.

Yesterday, I found around 50 families, mostly tribal people, living in
tents deep inside the Pennagaram forest. As that area is known for elephant
activity and considering the recent elephant attacks in Palacode, The DFO

had given a letter to me to evacuate them.

When [ visited them, I found them in a very difficult situation. They
had no basic amenities and were living in the forest with their children. One
woman had been injured by an elephant. Finally, we brought them all here
yesterday.Even though they were provided houses in Pennagaram town, they

complained about the lack of livelihood.

They said that their traditional livelihood depended on activities like
honey collection and gathering forest produce. Understanding their plight, we

called representatives from various departments to discuss and find suitable

employment opportunities for them.

The reason I'm saying all this is because there's a lot happening on
this side too. Our neighbouring district, Krishnagiri, has developed a lot. But
we've been facing severe drought., our people who depend solely on

agriculture are struggling because of no rain as you may or may not know,

I've been here for only 10 months, and 4-5 months of that was spent on

elections.

During that time, I studied a lot about the local area. In a village called
Gobinathampatti near Harur, I found that almost everyone had migrated to
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka for work in quarries. Similarly, in P. Pallipatti
near Pappireddipatti, many children had dropped out of school. Their fathers,

who work in Bengaluru, leave their children there.
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To address this issue, we are planning to set up a SIPCOT industrial
park near Nallampalli lake in Dharmapuri. This will create around 2000 jobs.

That's why we are working hard to expedite this project.

As [ was originally a veterinary doctor, I have a deep understanding of
agriculture and farmers. I believe that if agriculture thrives, people will not
suffer. However, due to many challenges faced by agriculture today, it has

become necessary for people to have additional sources of income

I'm joined as the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO) in Sangagiri,
Salem, from Coimbatore. In Sangagiri, most people depend on India Cements
Limited (ICL). This has led to signiﬁcént negative impacts on the surrounding
areas and the local population. Therefore, I approached India Cements to find
ways to rectify the situation and ensure that the local people get jobs and the
area develops, including road construction, all of which I made India Cements

undertake.

Today, we are discussing what the district administration can do. I've
just come to know about the issues caused by the mines in Pappireddipatti.
Even though many people have approached me with complaints, I was

unaware of this specific issue.

If there are any violations, please inform us immediately and we will
take corrective action. However, I want to emphasize that both agriculture
and government-led industrial initiatives are important. I have fought for the
welfare of farmers in many places. We need to stop the damage caused by

existing quarries. People should cooperate.

If a quarry is established, people will be affected to a certain extent,
that's for sure. But our primary focus is on the people's welfare. While we
encourage industrial growth, we must ensure it benefits the local population.

If people are adversely affected, we won't hesitate to shut it down.

There's no restriction on closing a quarry if it harms the public,
especially when the district administration decides so. As an RDO, I've done

this before. However, public opinions are recorded, and the government will
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make the final decision. We need to provide accurate data for their
consideration. Beyond that, we must adopt a mindset that encourages
industrial development. It's a necessity of the times. I was initially
considered for the DRO post in Krishnagiri, but was assigned to
Dharmapuri, a larger district with more development needs. I gladly
accepted this responsibility to serve the people of Dharmapuri, especially
the poor and marginalized. This is why I'm emphasizing the need for
development. Even though many people initially opposed the SIPCOT
project, they understood its importance after we explained it. We've
acquired neariy 2000 acres for this, and I understand the difficulties faced

by those who have lost their land.

But we need the jobs that will be created by those 2000 acres. You
know about the COVID period. During the first wave, we confined everyone
fo their homes. In the second wave, there were many deaths, and [ was
appointed as the COVID Nodal Officer in Chennai and Coimbatore. We
focused on saving people from death. Then we gradually started opening
shops because people need to earn for living. So there are many such
things. I'm bringing all this to your attention. Just as you record everything,
I'm also recording everything I'm saying. Everything I say, including this, is
being recorded. Beyond this, we must be prepared for all kinds of

development. Agriculture is our first priority.

Our country is primarily an agricultural country. By focusing on
agriculture and industrial development we can grow globally. This will allow
us to bring many people from outside to our Dharmapuri district. As you all
know in Tiruppur and Coimbatore districts, many of your relatives are in
other states and districts. When they get job opportunities here, they will
come here. Many children are alone or with their mother, grandmother, and

grandfather. Therefore, industrial development is also essential for us. You

should adjust your mindset slightly
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To be specific, we need not only agriculture but also industrial
development. Why do we need mines in our area? Because mines not only
generate revenue for the government, but I know that we can build at least
15-20 schools from the Mines Dev_elbpment Fund. We can't ask the
government for everything. All this will be used for the development of our
area and the district. We will use whatever ways are available to us and the
government, and it will get benefit to us in return. Our main goal for
development is the welfare of the poor and marginalized.

When I was incharge as Mettur sub collector, there was a public
hearing for the JSW-II unit. In that meeting, those who were already
employed said they wanted the unit, while those who were unemployed
opposed it. Later, when they were told that they too would get jobs there,

they became supportive.

I am saying this because our every region needs development. Our
people need livelihoods. We need to create them. Every opinion you have
expressed in this public hearing will be taken very seriously and conveyed

to the government.

On behalf of the District ‘Administration and the Department of
Environment, I would like to thank everyone who has participated in this
public hearing and shared their valuable inputs, the organizers of this
event, the police personnel who have worked tirelessly, and the media
friends. I would like to assure you that all the opinions expressed in this
meeting will be duly considered at the government level and a decision will

be taken. Thank you.

The representations received in the O/o. District Environmental
Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Dharmapuri-63 Nos. and

during public hearing-31 Nos. is enclosed herewith.
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The attendance, audio & video recordings and photographs of the Public

hearing meeting in pendrive is enclosed herewith.

A Nl c Xb p— =
District Envirgnmental Engineer Distri¢t Revenue Officer

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board Dharmapuri
Dharmapuri
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