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TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
THE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT,
FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE BY MORATTUPALAYAM ROUGH STONE . &
GRAVEL QUARRY - CLUSTER FOR THE PROPOSED QUARRY PROJECT OF
5.42.8 HECTARE LOCATED AT S.F. NOS. 209/1A (P), 209/1B(P), 209/2(P), 389/1C2
AND 382/2A (P), MORATTUPALAYAM VILLAGE, UTHUKULI TALUK, TIRUPPUR
DISTRICT, TAMILNADU STATE, HELD ON_03.09.2024 AT 10.30 AM IN
THATHAIYAN KOVIL THIRUMANA MANDABAM, KAVUNDAMPALAYAM VILLAGE,
UTHUKKULI| TALUK, TIRUPPUR DISTRICT.

Name of the Project

Morattupalayam Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry - Cluster (3 Nos.) located at
Morattupalayam Village, Uthukuli Taluk, Tiruppur District.

Sl. No. | Name of the Project & Address Area (Hectare)

1. M/s. V. Revathi Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry, SF | 2.25.5

vNo. 209/1A (P), 209/1B (P) & 209/2 (P)

2. M/s. U. Prabhakaran Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry, | 0.68.8
SF No. 389/1C2

3. M/s. S. Rajasekar Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry, | 2.48.5

SF No. 382/2A (P)

PRESENT:

1. Thiru. K. Karthikeyan . District Revenue Officer,
Tiruppur

2.  Dr. M. Senthil Kumar :  District Environmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North.

3. Dr é.Sathiyan, :  Assistant Environmental Engineer,‘
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North.

4. Dr. P. Ramesh :  Assistant Environmental Engineer,

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruppur North.
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5. Thiru. M.A.M. Mannar Thippu Sulthan :  Assistant Engineer,

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruppur North.

6. Proprietor . M/s. V. Revathi Rough Stone & Gravel
Quarry

7. Proprietor | :  M/s. U. Prabhakaran Rough Stone &

Gravel Quarry

8.  Proprietor . M/s. S. Rajasekar Rough Stone &
Gravel Quarry

9. Thiru. M. Sheik Navaas ‘ . Project Consultant,
Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions,
Salem, Tamilnadu.

10. Public . 166 Numbers (Attendance sheet

enclosed)

The District Environmental Engineer (DEE), on behalf of the District
Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB), welcomed the District
Revenue Officer (DRO), who was presiding over the public hearing. The hearing was
attended by members of the public who came to register their opinions, environmental
volunteers, government officials, police officers, and quarry owners involved in the
proposed cluster of quarries. The hearing pertained to the Morattupalayam Rough
Stone & Gravel Quarry Cluster (3 quarries) that are seeking Environmental Clearance
(EC) from the MiniStry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC),

Government of India.

The DEE emphasized that, as per the Environmental Impact Assessment
Notification, 2006, issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), prior Environmental Clearance is required for eight types of projects listed
in the notification. Some of these projects must also conduct a public hearing before
receiving clearance. The Morattupalayam Rough Stone & Gravel Cluster Quarry (3
Nos.), namely M/s. V. Revathi Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry, M/s. U. Prabhakaran
Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry, and M/s. S. Rajasekar Rough Stohe & Gravel Quarry,
located in Morattupalayam Village, Uthukkuli Taluk, Tiruppur District, have applied for
prior Environmental Clearance, and this public hearing was convened in connection with

their applications.

The DEE, TNPCB, Tiruppur North, also stated that a public notice regarding
the hearing had been published in the Dinathanthi and The New Indian Express
newspapers on 26.07.2024, as per the rule that requires such notices to be published at

least 30 days prior to the public hearing.
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He further informed the audience that the project consultant would present the
details of the project and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) through a
PowerPoint presentation on behalf of the proprietors of the Mbrattupalayam Rough
Stone & Gravel Cluster Quarry. After the presentation, the public and environmental
volunteers would be given the opportunity to express their views about the project either
in writing or orally. He requested that those registering their views orally mention their

name and address and ensure that their opinions were concise and clear.

Following these remarks, the DEE, TNPCB, Tiruppur North, requested the
District Revenue Officer to preside over the meeting. In turn, the District Revenue
Officer initiated the public hearing. The DEE also instructed the project consultant to

proceed with explaining the project through the PowerPoint presentation.

The Project Consultant, Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions, Salem, Tamilnadu.

He welcomed the gathered for the public hearing meeting and explained the

details of the project as mentioned below

Introduction of the project

Location Map of the project area

Satellite Image of project area for radius of 500m.
Availability of source and product details

Current quarry details within 500m radius
Location map with in 10 Km Radius

Land classification around 10Km radius.
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Baseline Data

©

Google map view of Soil sample & Water samples collected locations
10. Google map view of Air Quality monitored locations

11. Results of Air sample analysis

12. Google map view of Ambient Noise level monitored locations

13. Results of Ambient Noise level monitored

14. Expected Environmental Impact and Mitigation Measures

15. Environmental Impact Assessment.

16. Expected Environmental noise Impact and Mitigation Measures

17. Advantage of the project

18. Conclusion

The copy of power point presentation is also enclosed.

Following this, the District Environmental Engineer (DEE), Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board (TNPCB), Tiruppur North, invited the public to express their
views and comments regarding the proposed cluster of rough stone quarries. He also
stated that the entire proceeding of the public hearing would be recorded through audio
and videography, and the recording would be submitted to the State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) of Tamil Nadu.
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Public Views and Suggestions:

1. Mrs. Deepa, Velliampalayam

She welcomed and greeted the District Revenue Officer and the District
Environmental Engineer, Tiruppur North, and stated that she is the daughter of
the late V.C. Thangaraj of Velliampalayam. She emphasized that there should be
a complete ban on the construction of crushers in their town, explaining that
inhaling the dust from these operations causes significant lung and respiratory
disorders. Furthermore, in her hometown of Velliampalayam, the environment, as
well as the health of people and animals, is being adversely affected by the

crusher operations.

She humbly requested that, in the interest of public welfare, permission to
operate crushers should be entirely revoked without any bias. Referring to the
earlier presentation by the project consuitant, who had shown a map and claimed
that the crusher owners were helping the community by installing wire fencing,
she pointed out the absurdity of the claim. She asked, "Does wire fencing stop
the wind? Does the wind recognize that there is a fence and therefore not blow

past it?"

She reiterated her plea, urging that, in the interest of the public, crushers
should be banned completely. She also mentioned that there are already 15
crushers near their town, and requested the authorities to visit, consult with the

locals, and take steps to address the situation for the benefit of the community.

2. Mr. Kalaivanan, Tiruchengode, Namakkal

To build roads or schools, the operation of crushers or quarries is essential for
the country's development. These activities generate substantial revenue for the
government, which in turn can be used to provide clean and hygienic drinking
water, among other services, to the people. The progress of the country, the
growth of the economy, and the improvement of people's livelihoods are directly
linked to the smooth functioning of industries like these. Therefore, he requested
that permission be granfed promptly to operate such quarries without any

hindrance.

3. Mr. V. K. Raju, Velliampalayam

He stated that crushers and quarries have been operating in the vicinity of
Velliampalayam for the past 40 years, and during this time, there has been no
correspondence or issues from the local community. However, individuals from
other towns have opposed the crusher operations, allegedly to demand money

from the owners. We represent three generations in this town, and we have not
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faced any problems due to these quarries. Velliampalayam relies heavily on the
crusher industry for its livelihood.

Currently, with most operations being carried out by machines, there is no
harm caused to us. | am providing my Aadhaar card and ration card as proof that
there is no negative impact on our town. There is nothing wrong with granting
permission for these quarries. We have all the -hecessary housing facilities, and
the industry does not pose any problems. People here sustain themselves
through this business, and all crushers in Velliampalayam should be allowed to

operate.

This does not affect any other industry. While some outsiders rriight
oppose these quarries, the locals do not have any issues. Velliampalayam has
more crushers than Moratupalayam, and still, there are no problems. | can gather
100 or even 1,000 signatures, along with ration cards and Aadhaar cards, to
prove that the local people do not oppose these operations. It is only outsiders
who are against this public hearing—trust me.

. Mr. B. Mahendran, Morattupalayam

They say that stone quarrying should not be allowed, but this affects many
businesses. Not only is the quarrying profession impacted, but many people here
are not highly educated and have been doing this work for generations. The ban
also affects the construction industry and related professions, including
electricians like myself. | am currently working as an electrician, and there is
already a shortage of jobs. The operation of the stone quarry does not harm
anyone. There are many other pressing issues in the country, yet the focus is on
banning something essential like stone quarrying. Therefore, we need the stone
quarry to continue operating.

. Mr. S. N. Sakthi Katiravan, Sederpalayam

He stated that, Uthukkuli is renowned for its butter and is also known for
its stone quarrying, idols, pestles, and grinder stones, which are essential for
making Idli daily. We welcome the holding of a public hearing in this area. If we
consult the local people, they will provide insight into the impact of quarrying.
Quarrying can be conducted wherever mineral resources are found, and factories
can be established wherever there is sufficient space. The establishment of this
quarry will enhance cash flow to our area and provide employment opportunities
across various sub-industries and for workers. Therefore, in accordance with

government rules and regulations, permission for the quarry can be granted.

. Mr. R. Ganesan, Velliampalayam

He expressed gratitude to everyone who attended the public hearing

meeting. He mentioned that his home is located in Velliampalayam, which falls
5
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under the A. Periya Palayam Panchayat. His wife has served as a panchayat
council member in Ward 9 of this panchayat for the past 10 years. He noted that,
to his knowledge, rocks have been broken by hand for 54 years in the area, and
over time, mechanically assisted crushers have been introduced. The industry
has enabled the community to pursue education and has operated without
issues. If any problems had arisen, they would have been addressed through
resolutions in the panchayat council. All the quarries are legalized and operate at
least 500 meters away, and there have been no issues to his recollection.
Therefore, he respectfully requests that the District Revenue Officer grant
permission to the three applicants and support the smooth operation of this

business.
. Mr. V. R. Bhupathi, Velliampalayam

He stated that, the gathering was convened to discuss granting
permission to those who have been operating their businesses for a long time,
rather than seeking licenses for new ventures. It is crucial to support these
established businesses. He highlighted that there are 15 crushers in
Velliampalayam alone. The owners of these stone quarries have actively
assisted the community, including helping the youth obtain driving licenses and
providing support during the COVID-19 pandemic. The quarry owners and
workers have worked together harmoniously, without any issues related to
garbage or pollution. There have been no protests or recorded problems related
to these operations. The industry has been beneficial, including facilitating the
issuance of driving licenses. Therefore, he argued that rather than halting this
industry, it should be further developed. They are not requesting permission for
new projects but for continued support to expand their existing businesses. He

urged the government to grant this permission with full cooperation.

. Mr. V. M. Annathurai, Velliampalayam

He thanked the government and the organizers for convening the public
hearing. If there is a problem, a public hearing should be held in that area to ask
whether it will affect the public, and this should be conducted in every area. We
are very proud of what is happening in Morattupalayam Panchayat. My house is
located 400 meters away. | have been a ward member five times and continue to
work for the people in A. Periyapalayam. | started this profession at the age of
16, earning 5 rupees during the time of the fathers of those who are sitting here.
Today, we talk about pollution control. Back then, if | put a stone in, it would go
through four sieves: 1 3/4, 1/2, 1/4, and the powder that comes out. There would
be no electricity at 6 in the morning; it would come back at 10 PM. When | go in, |
am recognizable, but when | come out, | am white and unrecognizable, with my
nose cdvered in powder. Only those who have lived here know how this industry

affects us. Workers are brought in from. elsewhere for 500 to 1000 rupees,
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impacting many families. In Govindambalayam, 3,000 families are engaged in
the traditional occupations of producing ammikal, grinder stones, and stone
quarrying. Similarly, in Sapatta Naikkan Palayam, 1,000 families are involved in
idol carving. Our village, Velliampalayam, generates 3 crore rupees in revenue
for the A. Periyapalayam Panchayat. | live 400 meters away, and Govindaswamy
is constructing a house 300 meters away. They are conducting business with
explosives. If we had protested earlier, the crusher would have been stopped at
that time. The poor need to grow their businesses, and while there may be some
losses, there is no harm in it. Many thousands of families depend on this industry
for their livelihood, and it is something to be proud of. My profession is as a cable
operator, and | look after every family every day. | check if they have food. How
developed are they? The poor are still poor; we still don’t travel by car, and we
don’t eat at Annamar Hotel. At the trolley shop,A they sell idli for Rs. 5 and vadai
for Rs. 3, and our children are still buying and eating this. Today, we earn a
salary of Rs. 700 to 800, and the government does not provide us with Rs. 1,000
or Rs. 2,000. This region, including Sapatta Nayakkan Palayam,

. Thimmanayakkan Palayam, Velliampalayam, Govindampalayam, and

Moratupalayam, relies on this industry. How can we construct buildings without
gravel? Now that M-sand has arrived, there is no sand available. Many houses
are cracked and not even two years old. In every business, someone comes,
gives a letter, and leaves. We need to hold a public hearing to determine if the
public is suffering or not. What town are you from? What is your address? How
does this affect you? These questions should be asked first. If there is a
complaint, we need to see how far the quarry is from their house. Many families
depend on this industry for their survival, and everyone deserves to live. Officials
should provide opportunities for the poor. This industry is not new; as far as |
know, it has been operating for 40 years. When you grant permission, hold a
public hearing in the respective areas. If | had thought about it, 1,000 people

-~ would have come; only if there is opposition should they come. Why call them if

there is no opposition?

. Mr. K. Govindasamy, Velliampalayam

He stated that, in the towns of Sedarpalayam, Nallakattipalayam,
Govindampalayam, Morattupalayam, Velliampalayam, Sapatta Nayakkan
Palayam, and Thimmanayakkan Palayam, the stone quarrying business has
been established for over 100 years. Historically, the craft of stone cutting has
been sold across all districts. During this time, some individuals have managed to
slightly expand their stone quarry operations to produce construction materials
for public use. They have been engaged in this business for over 30 years and
have approached our district collector to request permission for both their land
and government land.
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When permission |s granted, these operators comply with all regulations
concerning the establishment of quarries and crushers, ensuring they obtain the
necessary permits. Consequently, they have been operating in accordance with
government regulations to provide essential construction materials for the
community. He also emphasized the importance of allowing the three quarries
seeking permission to operate under these government regulations, ensuring that

their activities do not harm the public.

This approach not only supports local businesses but also contributes to
the availability of construction materials for everyone in the region, fostering

economic growth while adhering to safety and environmental standards.

10.Mr. V. M. Karuppasamy, Velliampalayam

11.

Mr. Karuppasamy reiterated that the three stone quarries had been
operating for many years without causing harm to the public. He requested that
permission be granted for the continued operation of the quarries, emphasizing

that they are vital to the local economy and community.
Mr. Bharati, Moratupalayam

My hometown is Moratupalayam, and | currently reside in Chennimalai.
He informed that, the proposed quarry located at SF No. 209/1A, 1B, and 209/2
is illegally situated within 300 meters of approved residential houses and 10
meters from government property, violating the Minor Mineral Concession Rules.
Specifically, there is a house in SF No. 392 within 300 meters, at just 107 meters
southeast of the quarry site. According to revenue department documents and
field maps, there is also no 50-meter gap to the stream, as required. Additionally,
there is a house in SF No. 203, located 290 meters to the west of the site, and
another house in SF No. 208, 98 meters to the north. Furthermore, in SF No.
211, 290 meters to the north of the quarry, there are plots and houses.

Moreover, in SF No. 381, a house is located 295 meters away. There is
also a stream running adjacent to the quarry field on the west side, originating
from SF No. 208 and passing through SF Nos. 206 and 203, as evidenced in
both village and field maps. The Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, under
Rule 36/1, require quarriés to be at least 500 meters away from drinking water
sources, including overhead tanks, which this proposed site violates. Therefore,
based on these rules and evidence, | urge that permission for this quarry should

not be granted.

12.Mr. Sathees, Chennimalai

He stated that permission should not be granted for the stone quarry to be
located in Tiruppur District, Uthukkuli Taluk, Moratupalayam Village, SF No.
8
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382/2A, B, as it violates government regulations regarding siting criteria.
Additionally, within the first meter on the southern side of the proposed quarry
site, there is a house located at SF No. 392, as indicated in the revenue
department documents, village map, and field map (FMB). A house at SF No.
208 is situated 290 lmeters to the southwest of the proposed quarry. Another
house is located 290 meters to the north at SF No. 211, as shown in the
computerized field map. On the northern side, there is a house located 295
meters away at SF No. 381. According to the Tamil Nadu Mineral Concession
Rules, 1959, quarrying should be conducted at a distance of 300 meters from
approved houses, plots, and constructions. The project report has been prepared
with misleading evidence to conceal the presence of various approved houses
within a 300-meter radius, despite multiple court orders. All approved houses
within this radius of the stone quarry field are documented in government
records, including UDR for the period from 1979 to 1985, as shown in the village
map and field map. Furthermore, the report falsely claims that the houses are
unoccupied, dilapidated, and damaged, and that the residents have no objections
to the stone quarry. However, according to the Minor Mineral Concession Rules,
1959, a house remains classified as such regardless of its condition, and the
presence of these houses within 300 meters of the stone quarry site means the
quarry cannot legally operate. Additionally, there are temporary labourers houses
and other permanent structures within this 300-meter radius. Therefore,
permission for the stone quarry should not be granted, as it violates government
criteria.

13.Mr. N. Prabhu, President of Panchayat Council, Moratupalayam

The Moratupalayam Panchayat President welcomed the District Revenue
Officer and the District Environment Engineer who attended the public opinion
meeting. He mentioned that the country will develop only if the villages develop.
In the case of Moratupalayam Panchayat, if the village needs to develop, it
requires funds. He noted that for the past 20-25 years, many welfare programs
have been funded through mineral and mining funds. He also stated that without
these funds, even basic repairs, such as fixing a broken pipe in the Panchayat,
would not be possible.

In the last six months up to June, the Panchayat received ¥1.08 crore in
funds, and 1.18 crore in the six months prior. This funding model brings in 1 to
¥1.5 crore annually. Over the past four years, nearly ¥4 crore has been spent on
development projects. For example, in Sembavallam, a canteen for the
community welfare center was built at a cost of ¥20 lakh, and a part-time ration
shop was constructed for %10 lakh. An Anganwadi was built at
Thimmanayakkanpalayam at an estimated cost of ¥10 lakh, and another
Anganwadi was constructed at Angappa Nagar in Moratupalayam for 210 lakh.
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Additionally, an Anganwadi at Cauvery Nagar cost %10 lakh. Currently, a
community welfare center is being built at Sapatta Nayakkan Palayam at a cost
of %48 lakh, with 75% of the work completed. He mentioned that it would be

opened for public use as soon as possible.

The Panchayat also faced a severe shortage of drinking water. During his
4.5 years as Panchayat President, he constructed 25 borewells with electric
motors funded by the mineral and mining funds. Around 70 Syntex black tanks
were also set up with these funds. A water tank was constructed at Shivashakti
Nagar costing 10 lakh and another at Moratupalayam Kaveri Nagar for 210
lakh. In Taniyawala, a cement road was built at an estimated cost of 210 to 20
lakh. For Sappatnayakan Palayam, a long-standing sewage problem was
addressed with %38 lakh allocated from the mineral and mining funds, and work

is still in progress.

He emphasized that without the mineral funds, none of this work could be
done in Moratupalayam Panchayat. Therefore, he requested that permission be
granted to the three quarries. The District Collector requires schools to address
certain needs before granting licenses. For instance, Moratupalayam High
School had been conducting programs outdoors without an auditorium until Mr.
Kumaresan, the owner of Razon crusher, built one at an estimated cost of 213
lakh. Similarly, Mr. Rajasekhar, owner of Sivashakti crusher, constructed a
compound wall and platform for Thimmanayakanpalayam Middle School at a
cost of ¥3 lakh. Mr. Palaniswami, owner of Amman crusher, built a women'’s toilet
for Moratupalayam High School at an estimated cost of ¥4 lakh and donated
50,000 for the school’s breakfast program.

Furthermore, Bhakyalakshmi crusher built a ladies’ toilet for
Moratupalayam High School at an estimated cost of %3 lakh and donated
¥50,000 for a computer. Mrs. Thangamani, owner of Baby crusher, also
contributed ¥50,000 for a computer. Mr. Thangaraj, owner of Bannari crusher,
donated approximately 22 lakh in cash and provided Z50,000 worth of manpower
to secure the computer room with a grill. Mr. Dharmaseelan, owner of Amman
crusher, provided a roof for Thimmanayakkan Palayam Middle School at an
estimated cost of ¥1 lakh and contributed 15 loads of gravel costing 2 lakh to

address rainwater stagnation.

Despite various government programs for schools, such as breakfast and
mid-day meal programs, many needs remain unmet. Private schools often
require additional resources to create a conducive learning environment. The
support from crusher owners, who do not discriminate and promptly respond to
requests, highlights the crucial role of the crusher industry. They also provide

assistance to temples and families in need.
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Moratupalayam is known for its jalli industry, which supports local
businesses and markets. The town is progressing well, thanks to interventions
like those of the District Governor. He noted that recent concerns about houses
within 300 meters of the quarry sites are misplaced. During his tenure, no
permissions were granted for new houses within 300 meters, and the laws
regarding quarrying should be applied consistently. Therefore, he humbly

requests permission for these quarry operations.

14.Mr. M.S. Karuppusamy, Moratupalayam

Hundreds of workers benefit directly and indirectly from this apprenticeship.
Therefore, he stated that there is no objection to granting permission for this
quarry.

15.Mr. Raja, Thimmanayakanpalayam

| have been living in MSR Nagar, Thimmanaikkanpalayam area for four
years. | asked the president to carry out development work in this area, and they
have completed various projects, including road construction and water facilities,
over these four years. | inquired about the revenue source for these projects, and
he explained that the funds come from the stone quarry, and the works are being
done for Moratupalayam Panchayat. He also requested that permission be
granted to these apprentices, as the earning and employment opportunities in
this area are beneficial. |

16.Mr. Kumaresan, Uthukuli, President Quarry and Crusher Association

He welcomed the District Revenue'Ofﬂcer, Pollution Control Board Official
and other government officials. While many people have discussed the income

and benefits of running a crusher, | will focus on the environmental aspects.

In this sector, fine dust similar to that from the textile industry is not
present. The quarrying industry has been operating since the pre-independence
period, and we have already supplied stone to the railway department for laying
the rails. Contrary to concerns, tuberculosis and cancer have not been linked to
this industry. Since it is classified under the orange category, it does not cause
significant pollution. Pollution is not only a nuisance but also a potential health
hazard. Many industries struggle with dispbsing of residual waste after
production, but this industry does not face such issues as it does not involve any

chemical processes.

The revenue generated by the panchayat from this industry is well-known,
and it has improved people's livelihoods. This industry is as essential as
agriculture. Raw materials are exported out of our state as gravel and concrete.
Even if the government attempts to shut down this industry, it would be difficult to
replace it. Construction materials from Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, and

11



Goa would not suffice. The hall we are in, the roads we travel, and the houses
we live in are all dependent on this quarry. Whether it's building a hospital, an
airport, or a railway station, this business is fundamental. However, we will
adhere to government regulations. Many rules have changed since 1977, and we

are also adapting to these changes.

He also urged them to follow the rules they are asked to adhere to and to

provide assurance that they are not harming people while running this business.

17.Mukilan, Chennimalai, Coordinator of Tamil Nadu Environment Protection

Movement

He welcomed the newly appointed District Revenue Officer, Tiruppur
District Administration & District Environmental Pollution Control Board Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur North for the Public hearing
Meeting for the proposed three Stone quarry, Revathi, Prabhakaran, Rajasekhar
in Moratupalayam village. Our salutations and best wishes on behalf of the Tamil
Nadu Environment Protection Movement, which we belong to, to the officers of
various departments, including the police officer, who have come for security, to
journalists, social activists, farmers, stone quarry owners, to those brought by

stone quarry owners, and to all the general public who have come here.

| am the coordinator of Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Movement and
involved in the Thiru. Sagayam Committee appointed by the Supreme Court and
the High Court, spent a year in the Granite Improper Investigation Committee
and brought out about the granite abuses in Madurai district and has been
working with concern to protect this land and people. | am currently in Karur.
Thousands of people have died in the Wayanad landslides today due to
improperly constructed mines, not following the Madhav Gadgil guidelines set up
by the Union Government in 2010 by Stone quarries, even before this hearing.
We salute them. With respect to this quarry, the project consultant is Geo
Exploration Mining Solutions Company they have explained about the project. He
said that this hearing is not a poll like an election of how many people support

and how many oppose.

Regarding this public hearing meeting are being conducted based on the
outcome Hon'ble National Green Tribunal judgement in 2018, when a quarry is
set up, the quarries operating within 500 meters radius around the quarry, the
quarries which have already completed operation within three years, the newly
approved quarries, if these are within 5 hectares (12 ¥z acres) area. The public
hearing was ordered to be held. It is on the basis of that order (because in the
past there was no public hearing meeting at all) that the public hearing meeting is
held. Prabhakaran Quarry is only 1 % acres and has nothing to do with 12 %

acres. But even so, this meeting is held on the basis that there are other quarries
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within 500 meters radius. The Panchayat Council President who informed that,
no approval has been given to construct a house within 300 meters of the quarry
site since | took charge as the Panchayat Council President . If such houses are
built, they are all unauthorized houses. It does not come in the criteria. He was
right. This is because quarries should not be set up within 300 meters of
approved houses. Houses should not be built within 300 meters of quarries. This
is what the Mineral Concession Rules, 1959 itself says. This is not a recent law.
Based on that, houses are 'recognized houses. Section 36-1 of the Mineral
Concession Rules 1959 makes it clear what constitutes a recognized house.
Authorized houses are recognized houses if there is a marking on government
documents i.e. marking on revenue department documents. It is a recognized
house if the Panchayat has given permission. Similarly, if DTCP permission is
given then it is an approved house. We are building a house, we would have
received a receipt from the panchayat for the house, and we pay taxes every
year. Only if it is in this manner is it a recognized house.

Based on this, when we examine the quarry field of Revathi, Prabhakaran
and Rajasekhar where this quarry is located, there are many things in it. That'is,
the existing house was demolished. There was a house and there is no one living
in that house. There was a house and it was ruined. The householders have
given a no-objection letter. The quarrymen bought the house and demolished it.
As many people are saying this, we have received an order from Tamilnadu
government land survey office on 15.07.2024 last month. What it says is that if
the house recorded on the UDR and land survey field maps is now dilapidated or
demolished, it will be the same as it was originally recorded. That is, UDR existed
in Tamil Nadu from 1979-1985. During those times it was clearly stated in the
revenue department documents that it was an approved house. Now that house
is there, no, that's not all. We have seen the diagrams given in these documents.
This is the map for Revathi Quarry. There are also houses within it and they have
not provided. Document page number 83 A for Revathi Quarry. Similarly,
Prabhakaran's quarry is situated in SF No.389. It shows that page no.204 A also
has houses in them in revenue documents and village map. Similarly, Page No.
332- A Plot No. 382 of Rajasekhar where the quarry is located is also shown to
have houses. It's all about the pages on the schematic. There are houses in it.
The house may now be bought by the quarrymen, demolished or dilépidated. It's
home anyway. Everyone including the officers here should know this. Because |
have given false documents like this, now the village administration officer of
Kangayam Taluk, Kuttapalayam panchayat has come and written an apology
letter saying that | have given it due to ignorance and has given it based on our
complaint to the local authority as an affidavit that no action should be taken
against me.
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This is the law. If we see that this quarry is established on that basis, In
SF No. 209 and it has a house at the 107th meter on the south-east side. There
is a house at 290 m on the west side of SF N0.203. Similarly in SF No.208 there
is a house at the 98th meter on the northern side of the Revathi Quarry as
indicated in the revenue documents. As well as in North side of SE No. 211 there
are houses and plots located at 100, 130, 190, 290 meters all shown in revenue
documents, field map. At SF No. 381 there is a house is shown at the 295th
meter on the northeast side. This is a computer map. All these houses are shown
in this computer map itself. It's just posted now. Everyone here take care that
these houses are shown to be in the place | mentioned in the documents that are

now available.

Apart from that, there are 300 meters of temporary and permanent
residences around the Revathi stone quarry. The Assistant Director, Mines says
that according to the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, temporary and permanent
residences should not be within 300 meters from the quarries. Why shouldn't
there be, when detonated, the damage will reach 300 meters. So many people
will be affected. On May 1, 2 kms were affected when that type of explosion
occurred in Adiyur, Virudhunagar district. In our district last year, when there was
an explosion at Vijayalakshmi Stone quarry, Kodangipalayam heard sound at
Sulur Air Force, which is three and a half kilometers away, was affected. That is
why the Assistant Director said that there should not be any temporary or
permanent residence within 300 meters. There were several houses within 300
meters around this quarry. Not only that, we went and saw this on Google map
images. Based on the latitude and longitude of the quarry, if we look at these
Google images in the outer part, at 265, 296, 211 meters and in the eaétern part
at 156 meters, in the northern part at 82 meters, as well as at 226 meters in the
western part, at 249, 138, 139 meters in the northern part, there are still houses
in many places. Clearly documented in Google Maps. So the government has not
followed the rules regarding this quarry. So he said that permission for this quarry

cannot be given legally.

Apart from that, Section 36-1 of the Mineral Concession Rules, 1959
clearly states that there should be no streams and water bodies within 50 meters
radius of the quarrying field. This Revathi quarry is located in SF No.209. There
is a stream in SF No0.206 on the western side of this quarry. There is a stream
just 10 meters away. It is in the village map and also in the field map. But this
stream is never shown. Today, buildings, colleges and even hospitals, built in
crores of rupees to restore the stream, are being demolished. Regarding the
streams, this is a stream it shows in the land of Patta. We can say that the
stream that goes in the land of Patta is what we can do with it, we can destroy it,
we can change it. For this we have obtained the information under RTI Act from
the Public Information Officer/Assistant Commissioner at the Information
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Commission. What they say is that even though they are on leased land, they are
owned by the government, even though they are mentioned as land route and
land canal as per Section 15 of Revenue Status Ordinance No.26. He said that if

there is any encroachment, the local authority has the power to remove it.

In this SF No. 209 on the western edge of the field SF No. 206 they have
concealed the presence of a stream. Therefore, permission should not be given
for this quarry as there is no gap in that stream. Similarly, Minor Mineral
Concession Rules 1959 Section 36 Local bodies, Central or State Government
bodies, Management bodies like Drinking Water Drainage Boards shall not
permit irrigation systems, water supply systems such as borewell or overhead
tank with overhead tank or underground water tank within 500 meters radius from
the outer edge of the quarfy. As the law says. But here the Panchayat council
president has come and the village administrative officer is there. We also visited
this area. There are several overhead tanks within a radius of 500 meters. There
are many borewells. Therefore, no legal sanction can be given to Revathi Stone
quarry. Similarly, for the study period, the terms of reference given by the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Committee are Air Pollution, Noise Pollution,
Water Pollution, Soil Pollution, Biodiversity Pollution and Socio-Economic
Pollution. Good and bad are not to be discussed here. Only the quarry owner
said. No one else is talking about the pollution that was already there. But that's

what this meeting is for. This meeting is to say how we are going to fix this

damage that would happen if this quarry were to operate. The State |

Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) has given the Terms of
Reference (ToR) on 06.12.2022 to come and inspect in such a manner. It is on
the first page \of his project report and they say that it should be inspected by
06.12.2022. But Mukilan did not say that they are doing it in March 2022. Only
the company people say. They say we did the survey from March 2022 to May
2022 which is 9 months ago. Was told to do it in 12th month but done in 9th
month. | don't know what kind of logic this is. They should do what they say. But
they have given a report saying that we have done it before they say it.
Therefore, this meeting which can be held on the basis of this project report is
completely a fraudulent meeting. By bmodeling this, project consultant are
deceiving the fact.

Not only that; in the study, they say, we conducted air surveys at eight
locations. We took water sample from eight places and examined it. We took soil
sample from eight places and examined it. We conducted noise level survey at
eight locations. It does not require electricity for soil, water and sound testing. But
air probes require electricity. Then the electricity at eight places should be
recorded every hour for three consecutive months. They have written that they
took a survey once an hour. Then there should have been electricity for three
consecutive months. Then they have taken it from the place where there is
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electricity. Now there is only one Air Quality Monitoring Station in SIPCOT,
Perundurai. Now they are fighting with the minister and saying that they will put
four tools in four corners. The air pollution measured by the instrument installed
in North is similar to the air pollution measured in Ooty. Since the direction of the
wind is different and the place where the instrument is kept is different, now the
Honorable minister Mr. Muthusamy is telling them that they are setting up in all
four places. Now our question continued in eight places didn't you? It is such a

big company, where did you get the electricity? Will they show it? Will you say?

District administration and pollution control board officials please write to
SEIAA; Where did they get electricity? Which house did they take? Which garden
path did they take? No from which company did they take it. Take it anywhere.
Then the power consumption should be higher. But there is no account for those
three months. They came and sat in the spare room and reported that, the study
has been completed and this is what the report says. We have stated this in
many places with evidence. Apart from that, SEIAA and Assistant Director, Mines
and Minerals have said that there should be 45 types of documents should be
there, but only 15 types of documents are shown here. 30 types of documents
are missing. How can you comment on this when there is no proper
documentation? We have fought for 15 years for this meeting to be held locally.
Similarly, the DMK was fighting to upload these reports on the internet. For the
first time after the government came to power, it was on 07.10.2021 that the
English detailed environmental impact assessment report for Coimbatore 10-
Muthur Quarry was uploaded on the internet. We fought to upload it in Tamil and
now they are uploading what is in English in Tamil as well. You are preparing a
report of 400 pages to 500 pages our question is these 45 types of papers add
up to about 50 or 100 pages and what is the problem in preparing a report. Such
complete documents should be uploaded online. Because we are talking about
transparent administration. But most of the documents are not uploaded. We
have also informed to the SEIAA, Member Secretary. Also let me know this.
Thus, out of 45 types of documents, 30 types of documents are going without in

the hearings.

So, when there are many documents it is possible to take it and speak.
What can be talked about when there is no documentation or it is hidden? We
can only talk about good and bad like this, but technology and criteria cannot be
handled on that basis. Therefore, we request you to do it based on those
documents. In Revathi Stone quarry, the legally approved houses are located
within 500 meters and bore well tank also there. Next is a big issue which has
become a big problem in our district. The distance should be measured from the
outer edge of the quarry. They plant a boundary stone called a line of latitude.
This Village Administrative Officer also posted through TNPSC. He wrote the
exam and got selected. But the way he gives it is because he has measured the
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distance from the center of the quarry and given the report, all the houses are
being hided automatically without taken into account. He said that, if there is a 10
acre quarry, 300 meters will be completed within the 10 acre quarry itself.

The village administrative officer, Kuttapalayam village admitted himself
due to ignorance given the false report and gave written statement that, he will
not make such mistake in future. An FIR has been lodged at Chindamanipattu
police station for giving fraudulent documents by the Varavalai, Village
Administrative Officer on the orders of the Karur District Magistrate. Similarly, this
public hearing meeting is goingv on with fraudulent and fake documents.
Therefore, the District Revenue Officer requested them to take appropriate action
against the Village Administrative Officer.

Next, Prabhakaran stone quarry; regarding the quarry, they have also
shown a field map at the page number 204 and we have not taken this field map
from the computer. We have taken from this report at the page no. 203 there is a
house inside this quarry. The house inside the quarry has been signed by the
village administration officer on 30.03.2023. He has shown that there is a house
within the quarry. It is not a document produced by Mukilan. A document
prepared jointly by the Village Administrative Officer and the Project Officer.
Apart from that, here we have taken a map of the village. If we look inside this

village map, there is a house at SF Nos 388, 389. The President said that, they

have not given any permission within a radius of 300 meters. It has been said
that so many plots have been laid in SF No.400. Only if it is a approved house or
plot and it will be included in the village map. In the computer field map taken on
02.09.2024 it is mentioned that there are so many houses. So in respect of this
quarry SF No. 389 there is a house within the field of quarry. Likewise SF No.
387/1C2 one house to the north-west and one house to the south of SF.No. 387,
and at SF No. 400 a house is located at 70" m on the south east side. Apart from
this, as already mentioned, there are temporary permanent residences within a
radius of 300 meters around this quarry. Legal permission cannot be given to
Prabhakaran Stone quarry as there are approved houses and plots. Also, as the
temporary permanent residences are within 300 meters distance, Prabhakaran
Stone quarry cannot be legally allowed. Apart from that, we took a look at the
Google images of this quarry. Looking at google images all the houses are at 119
and 262 on the south side of Prabhakaran Quarry.

Similarly, there are buildings on the eastern side only 20 meters away. All
this is shown in Google images. There are also Revenue Department documents
and Temporary & Permanent Labour Residence. Homes are also featured on
Google Images. Therefore, Prabhakaran Stone quarry cannot be allowed by law.
If we say that we have seen in this too, there is an overhead water tank and

water pumping station within a radius of 500 meters. The study period is correct
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in this. They have examined only after giving ToR. Similarly, the village
administration officer certificate was given to Prabhakaran Stone quarry from the
center of the quarry which is not correct. So, it is almost 500 people who have
joined with fraudulent document. So many people are talking about holding a
fraudulent document. No real documents. This meeting is going on in such
condition. So, the Prabﬁakaran Stone quarry at SF No. 389/1C2 and the
permission cannot be given for the quarry having an area of 1 % acres.

Next is Rajasekhar Stone quarry at SF No.382/2A (Part). Please we will
say something to revenue department. If you give a normal 3 cent piece of land
to someone or buy a 1 cent piece of land on your own, they subdivide it. They
say that they have been doing business for ages. But they do not subdivide the
land and refer to it as area. If you ask what this means, no one can go and
inspect it. When setting up a quarry in 2 to 3 acres of a 10 acre land, you cannot
go and find out which is the valid lease area and which is the non-lease area only
if the stone is planted. In most of the quarries, when the approval is given for
quarrying, the stone is there and later it will disappear. | don't know how this
quarry works.

What | am asking is that, in the Revenue Department documents, when
the Village Administrative Officer asks for permission for this, please make a
subdivision. Only Prabhakaran Quarry has sub-divided the land and the
remaining are not being carried out. None of you can know the truth. People who
own 1 cent land subdivide that land. But that is not the case here. He said that it

should be done.

Also, in respect of Prabhakaran Quarry, the date of application for
permission for this quarry is 07.12.2022. Only then they seek permission for that
quarry. The Assistant Geologist of the Department of Mineral Resources is
surveying the place for which permission has been sought in 2023. State
Environmental Impact Assessment Committee's has given ToR for this quarry
Dated 03.06.2024 with the condition to conduct Air, Sound, Soil, Water,
Biodiversity and Socio-Economic Environment study. But Environmental impact
assessment study has been carried out in between March-2022 to May-2022.The
study was done 27 months before the date of ToR. Think about how this is going
to happen. | mean, | haven't seen the bridegroom, and I've been celebrating the
child's birthday, so what's the law? Called to comment on everything, everyone

commented on it, and | am just saying it.

Then to what extent fraud is taking place. The district administration
should come and take note of all this and please, the officers are getting salary
from the tax money of the people. Who is doing the work? Project consultant has

given and we just taken it from the statement what you gave. We didn't find
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anywhere. That's the statement you gave. But being in such a system is very sad
and painful.

Quarry owners said everything. That we are doing according to the law.
There is no need for us to be there if it is legal. Let's say goodbye. All | am saying
is from government documents. Not separate documents prepared by Mukilan.
We do not know the faces of any of the quarry owners here. Our town is 18 km
from here. But even we don't know anyone's face. But even if this quarry is legal

or not. Then Rajasekhar's exploration period for his quarry is so fraudulent.

Apart from that, this is the village map of the field where Rajasekhar

/ Quarry is located. Village map is given on page 332-A. In this too, the Village

Administrative Officer has measured from the center of the quarry itself. In 2022
in S.G. stone quarry at Kodangipalayam regarding measurement from the center
of quarry in this district has become a problem, the big struggle is going on. Apart
from that, many quarries here have been suspended on the basis of providing
false documents. Similarly, the village administration officer has given six
months, one year before. Then no matter what we say, there may be quarry

owners who do not respect the law and rules, what do we do if there are officials.

District Revenue Officer; please give a clear instruction to Tahsildar, RDO,
Mines Department officials. Ask for documents in a transparent and honest
manner. If we go to court for all this, the officer will lose his job. That is not our
intention. That's what we keep saying. We don't even know which officer gave it.

But please, respect the law. We are telling you not to lose your life.

Also, if you look at the south, north-west and north sides of the fields
where this quarry can be located, they have shown in the field map that there are
many houses. As well as SF No. 392 there is a house next to the quarry on the
southern side. It can be seen from the village map. Nearest house is 1 meter
away. The house may have collapsed now. May be broken. But, it is in the
documents. It is a house or a house as long as it is in the documents. Cannot be
converted to another document. There is a house at 290 m on the north-west
side and on the north side. There is a house on the northern side at 295 m. All
this is documented in field maps and village maps. We did not go away saying
that something soured the mouth and soured the mango. Everything is
documented. We can check if the panchayat president is like this in our
panchayat. Therefore, there are so many approved houses around this quarry
field as well as many temporary permanent settlements around this quarry. It's on
Google Maps. Apart from that, we looked at Google Images. At SF Nos. 253,
163, 246 houses on the north side. There is a house at SF No. 134 on the south-
west side. There is a house at SF No. 159 on the eastern side. There is a house
at SF No. 237, 254 in the north-west side. There is a house at SF No. 256 on the
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west side. All this is shown in the Google image of so many houses. And if you
ask what we don't know about it, there was a technical college called Nanjappa
Institute of Technology near this quarry. Construction of a technical college can
be done only after obtaining approval from the government. Then they came into
it and even had a rear view. All these schools and colleges are within 300 meters
radius of the quarry. All that is not shown. Apart from that, most notably, there is
Nanjarayan Lake, which has been recognized by the Tamil Nadu Government as

Ramsar site, near to this quarry.

The quarry should away from one kilometer from the sanctuary. But we
have to think that there is a lake here. If a firecracker bursts, all the dogs, goats
and cows in our house will run away. It is a bird sanctuary. Birds from all over the
world live here. The earthquake caused by this explosion was heard up to a
radius of 5 km. A bird sanctuary is where birds breed. This sanctuary is one of
the 19 sanctuaries established by the DMK government. How does reproduction
take place? No reproducfion takes place due to these vibrations. Therefore, he

said that permission should not be given for this quarry.

As such, historic place Kaithamalai and it is only a few kilometers away
from this quarry. According to them, Kaithamalai is within a 10 km radius of
environmental damage. Within 10 km of the potentially affected area are
Kodumanal with the world's 2,500-year-old archaic civilization. Not only is that,
the Quarry, Crusher and M. Sand owners told that there no pollution in this
quarry. Major pollution can come from these three quarries. One is air pollution.
The air comes out about 45 minutes from the illegal explosives that can be
released in a day. That wind itself goes to a radius of 10 km. If one breathes that
air for six months or six years, B2 type sugar will automatically come. Airborne
diabetes is more damaging than food borne diabetes. Seen in a global survey.
Even pollution control engineers know this.. For everyone here, you can be for or
against but breathing this quarry air will surely result in B2 type sugar for those
within 10 kilometers around. | don't know who here takes sugar pills. There is
also such a disease. When we say socio-economic impact, when we study about
a quarry, what diseases are affected by the people who may be around 10 kms

around that quarry. We are continuously asking you to take that statistic as well.

There are cancer patients within a radius of 30 km around SIPCOT. All
diseases such as infertility asthma have come. Today, they have set up 100
cancer screening camps up to Uthukkuli. Then we say for future generations life.
For today we can eat and leave. Life can end. On this basis, we kindly ask you to
include it as a clinical study. We should examine what diseases they are
suffering from today. And we've done similar studies elsewhere, specifically how
many people were exposed to radiation after the Kudankulam nuclear reactor

started up. He requested that such a study should be carried out.
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Not only that, they say that houses are built here only by quarries. Here
quarrying was not a pre-19 problem. It was we who fought and stopped the
mining of river sand in Karur. All over Tamil Nadu, Justice Mahadevan and GRS
could be there. They also stopped. After that, the land was mined and the
artificial sand mining industry took place. But when this sand quarry was stopped,
the Tamil Nadu government issued an order to import 5 lakh metric tons of
natural river sand from foreign countries per -month based on our demands.
Earthquake is less in our country. But countries like Indonesia and Malaysia are
prone to earthquakes. So they will take the sand that can be there for 1000
rupees per ton. Here we buy M. sand for Rs. 4000 per ton. They are ready at the
port to import for a thousand rupees. But the government stopped it citing Corona
as the reason. After that DMK government came, they kept our request till June
2022. If we convert 5 lakhs to 15 lakhs per month, we can meet the daily
requirement 6f 21000 tons of sand in Tamil Nadu. Here the river will not be
destroyed, the mountain will not be destroyed, and the underground water will
not be destroyed. Therefore, we request you to do so.

Similarly, Noyyal river flows at a distance of 500 meters from the field
where the quarry is located and its tributary is close to the quarry. When the
quarry cuts 37 meters (almost 120 feet), the water flowing in the streams and
rivers enters the quarry. | am not saying that all Noyyal river water is poisonous
water. All the people in the world have been declared to add the Noyyal river in
the list of dead river. If that water stagnates here, what will happen to all the
agricultural land around. He told how it is possible to keep all the poisonous
water in rock pits and cultivate the surrounding lands by setting up open wells or
bore wells.

Also, if all the quarries here are allowed to dig 10 meters deep, it is fine.
Anything you give 40 meters is completely illegal. Instead, we are asked to
impdrt foreign natural river sand. Next to that, in general for the three quarries,
there is a clear government order that a rural road should only carry 10 tons of

weight. | didn't say this. The Supreme Court has said this.

Similarly, on district highways, state and national highways, they say that
they have to carry only 18 tons in 6 tire trUcks, 28 tons in 10 ti're trucks, 36 tons in
12 tire trucks, 42 tons in 14 tire trucks and 48 tons in 16 tire trucks. But they carry
90 tons on these rural roads. Not unknown to panchayat presidents. The tractor
load should be only ten tons. But here they were transporting upto 90 tons on
load in a single truck. When 90 tons go, it is okay to play with the cat on the
stomach of a 5-year-old child. What happens when an elephant steps on it? 20
percent of the country's revenue is spent on national highways, state highways
and rural roads. Here, they say one crofe rupees comes from this. 1 crore for

laying one kilometer village road. They are spending 215 crores to build the
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highway. But if it goes above 48 tons, there is no road. But they carry 100 tons.
Then where is the law? Where is the Transport Authority given by Nitin Gadkari,

given by the Supreme Court, to the officials here?

It is also good to buy computers for schools. who said CSR amount should
be done by doing it. We had coffee at Tiruppur Gowri Shankar Hotel yesterday .
They said 5 percent GST tax. If a coffee costs Rs 28, they charge GST on it. This
is their duty and 2 percent CSR amount is the obligation of a quarry owner. They
earn profit. They have to pay 10 percent towards Green Tax Trust and 2 percent
towards CSR. They are talking about it as a big achievement. Yes, if we spend
500 rupees daily to buy things for home, out of 500 rupees we pay 300 rupees as
tax to the government. If you spend 5000, they billed 3000. We need to
understand in what way this company is making a big deal about what it is doing.
Therefore, he said that road safety barriers should be brought to these roads.

Just like four days ago in Tirunelveli, 120 trucks were seized by the district
administration in a single day. The road that should last for eight years is exist for
three months only. It's a waste of people's tax money who could be here to loot

and loot and it needs to be fixed.

Next is the green cover. Saying we are going to plant 200 trees per acre,
Revathi Quarry 1100 trees will plant in 5 1/2 acres. Prabhakaran Quarry 350
trees will plant in 1 3/4 acre. Rajasekhar Quarry is going to plant 1500 trees in 6
acres. Everyone said that these quarries are not new to this area. It was already
in the works. They have already bought permission for the quarry by saying that
they will plant 200 trees per acre and build a green belt. Does a quarry have at
least 200 trees? Which tree to plant? Native trees like ale, fig, neem. Trees like
Bungan should be planted. They are deceiving the law and the people by
keeping fast-growing trees that grow abroad like whips. All the quarries here are
four or five times licensed. If all these green belt are built, it will continue to rain
every day near Uthukuli. But everything is sugar on paper. Where in practice?
This is the question. So, the government has taken the tax money of the people
to build a green belt and planted 2.5 crore trees last year and 7.5 crore trees this
year. But the quarry owners are able to earn income by keeping the government
property. Because they own the land. Everything below 3 feet of ground is
government property. By taking the social property they do business and earn
profit. Action should be taken against them not doing the duty they told the

government to do.

Similarly, the project consultant showed that all these quarries are fenced
with wire. Last year Hon'ble Chief Secretary of Tamil Nadu Mrs. Sivdas Meena
last July 2023 issued an order that wire fences should be erected in all

operational and completed quarries in Tamilnadu at four ends, and it should be
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compiled by the village administrative officer by August and completed by
September 2023. In Tamil Nadu, the chief secretary is the top most official as like
the chief minister in the government.

Even after a year here, many quarries do not have wire fences. It is
estimated that 350 people died last year alone due to this. However, there are a
number of unaccounted goats and cows. Therefore, the district administration
took note of all this and asked them to complete the wire fencing of all the
quarries on a war footing basis by 2023 September end. We are talking about
this September. This should be implemented immediately. The project consultant
spoke beautifully about the blasting like Nonel type explosives used in this
quarrying operation. They will explode in mudpul mode from 1 pm to 2 pm. Is
there any quarry like that? And if it is a mudpul, how can they put wet earth bags
on the blast pit in the quarry, put tarpaulins on top of it, put lorry tires and tractor
tires on top of it and blast it without causing even a drop of vibration. Between 1
and 2 pm, Nonel blasts do not explode loudly like firecrackers, but explode with a
soft sound at intervals of 22 seconds. Is there something like that here? Here
they put a bore hole and put an illegal compressor to detonate it. Let quarry
owner say that it is practical for someone to blast a 33 mm wide, 1 %2 m deep
method. Also, would Mukilan say come and visit our quarry in the afternoon?
Because in practice it is not.

Due to lack of this, two people died in Gobi the day before yesterday.
Also, in Adiyur and S.G. Quarry in Kodangipalayam. It has taken place in the
quarry, Vijayalakshmi quarry and Vellakoil. Many deaths have occurred in such
quarries. Mercenary workers are killed in this way. They claim that they are doing
it on legal basis and because they don't do it, they will die and pay for it.
Practically all of that is unsupervised. Therefore, no legal permission can be

given for this quarry. He said that we request to monitor it in other quarries.

Also, only the chief secretary can give permission for extracting water from
the quarry that has been completed, and the district head cannot give
permission. When asking for permission for the quarry, they have told in the
project that once this permission is completed, they will store the water like a
pond and increase the ground water recharge here.

But the quarry owners took this water for M-sand production purpose.
They are operating illegally by using sand and crusher. We have raised
complaints subsequently they have dismantled all the pipeline connections from
the quarries at Chukkampalayam, Kodangipalayam and Kangayam. This is
ongoing. So the district administration should take immediate action to prevent
water withdrawal. |
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The project consultant, said beautifully the welfare of workers. He said
that, they will provide ESI, PF and insurance to the workers. We ask only one
question, his name is Udayakumar, the father of Prabhakaran Quarry owner, who
was able to seek permission here in the last two years. A truck overturned in his
quarry. It is said that the victim labourer namely Nagarajan died while walking on
Road » and his wife filed a complaint at the police station. We told this to the
district administration and the Chief Minister. The death that could happen like
this is pretended to have happened elsewhere. There is no compensation for the
dead. Now for those who died in Gobi, Rs. 3 lakh has been given by the
government. We fought at Karur NTC quarry and they paid 24 lakh rupees to
those who died inside the quarry. There is evidence for this. Why should the
worker bargain? If they had ESI, PF and insurance for them it would come
automatically. But when we went and asked all this at the labour welfare office,
none of the workers had it. We are also fighting to give all this to the government.
If it was there, everything would come automatically. They talked about labour

welfare. Ask why the quarryman did that. That would be perfect in itself.

Therefore, rule of law should prevail here. Legal status has to happen.
They say when we met the ADSP last week. The police station in Uthukuli area is
completely complicit with the quarry owner. They refuse to give any real
statement. We have told the District Collector and Sub Collector about this.
Please, uphold the rule of law here. There was no action against the complaint
there is no action despite violation. We have provided evidence as many are
violating the law. Appropriate action should be taken on this. Not only that, we
continue here, in the hearings, with so much documentation. The Stone quarry
Association president himself has given a direct interview on television that the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority gets 1 %2 to 5 lakhs per acre
and gives permission. Therefore, all the movements in Tamil Nadu have
announced a continuous sit-in protest before the State Environment Assessment
Authority on 19.09.2024 to take action against the SEIAA- Expert panel . These
documents also go to SEIAA. Even though we have met the Hon'ble Chairman
and Member Secretary of SEIAA many times and duly given it, you are
forwarding the same to the District Collector without taking any action. You have
the power. We directly accuse you of taking money and not doing what the
person in authority should do. File a defamation case against us. Asking the
District Collector to take action is not legally correct. Therefore, through this
meeting we also announce that we have declared a protest to blockade your

office.

Therefore, Revathi, Prabhakaran and Rajasekhar quarries, which are
already operational here in Morattupalayam village and have sought permission
for new ones, can be said to be siting criteria, houses, plots, stream in Rajasekar
quarry, there is a stream in SF No. 205 on the west side. As there are many such
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overhead tanks, watering stations, temporary residences and permanent
residences, permission should not be given to these three quarries on legal
grounds. Can't give. We inform you that even if you give money, it will be closed
tomorrow. If you are mining according to the law we will not say a word. But since
it is not, we are talking.

Also. Earthquake occurred for the third time in this district last week on
26th. We were talking to the District Collector about this earthquake. To that, the
district collector said that when we enquired to the earthquake recording center in
Salem, there was no record of thevearthquake. But we all felt the earthquake. He

informed that we have shown the video and CCTV to the District Collector.

Here also there is no recording equipment to monitor any natural disaster
like tsunami and flood. But the destruction is the people. Earth quake has already
came three times in 2022, 2023 and 2024 in our district. So you officers protect
the soil. He thanked for the opportunity and asked not to let the future generation

go by giving permission for the wrong quarry in a time like Wayanad landslide.

18.Mr. Arumugam, Moratupalayam

Everyone has had their say. A few people have said that these
Morattupalayam quarries should not run. If left undriven. What is the source of
income for Morattupalayam? The authorities should explain it to us.
Morattupalayam livelihood depends on the existence of the quarries. Here, many
people are doing this business based on the quarries. In the current situation,
when everyone says it, it will stop. What business do smallholders do when they
stop? Officials give us a way for that. Because when they say the decision to

stop, we have no other option, we need livelihood. Do something about it.

4 crores to 5 crores of revenue per year are coming to the panchayat. If

there is no income; nothing can be done from the panchayat. What is the way for -

the people to live then? Even if there is a small problem, they will say that there
is no income in the panchayat. Shall we leave town then? The authorities should
guide us as to what. We didn't come and say anything. We need income for the
panchayat. Officials should come and cooperate with what is the way for income.
Otherwise we have no choice but to vacate the town. So we only need a solution;

if the officials come and do it because almost a quarter of the people have left the

town.

What else can be done if the few who are left are gone? No way to

survive. Then we had no choice but to leave the town. Before that situation
comes our panchayat needs to get income. He also asked the authorities to

make every possible way.
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19.Mr. Sivasamy, Sivanmalai, Agriculture Security Secretary, Kangayam Union
Secretary.

A stone quarry is a necessity. But there is more lack of need than need.
What was originally desire has now turned into greed. Excessive blasting is a
major cause of earthquakes. If you look at the second, there is nothing to protect
the environment. Environmental engineer should visit all the quarries and carry
out inspection. It has been running for many years. From now on they ask for
something new. You give permission to plant for 200 trees, 300 trees per year,
show me one tree. Show them a tree they planted without the tree the bird
planted. We are on the brink of extinction. At present we only carry water bottles
in our hands. Next, our children will definitely put the oxygen cylinder on their

shoulder. He said see and do it.

20.Mr. Sathis, Legal Organizer, State Secretary, Tamil Nadu Farmers
Protection Association. Coordinator, Anti-Corruption and Legal Protection

Committee, Perumanallur

We are constantly researching and analyiing the activities of these
quarries in depth. In this regard, we have published a 30-page report detailing
the activities of illegal operators, highlighting the rules being violated and how
they are operating. Additionally, Morattupalayam has a significant history, yet no
one has mentioned it. There is a judgment by Justice Mahadevan, potentially
now in the Supreme Court, in WP No. 2619/2021. This judgment outlines that
over 64 stone quarries have already been operated, and even one of the quarries

listed here is included in the case, as noted.

'We are now bringing to SEIAA’s attention through this hearing, and to the
technical committee, that it is in everyone’s best interest to act within the rules,
for the benefit of the community. My brother even mentioned the importance of
learning. What can we do without learning? Are all citizens of Tamil Nadu relying

solely on education? How many have made careers through learning?

With the introduction of M. Sand and P. Sand as alternatives to natural
sand, various issues have emerged. Stone quarrying has become the main
activity, resulting in widespread problems, affecting thousands of people.
Quarrying at depths of 10-to 20 feet may not cause much damage, but the issue
arises when operations dig too deep. Here, they are allowing 37 meters, which is
over 120 feet. In geological terms, this reaches the parent rock, known as the
Coimbatore Plateau, and any damage to this layer will cause vibrations across
the region. Just last week, Dharapuram, Kangeyam, and Palladam experienced

tremors.
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All of this happened because someone, soméwhere, used excessive
explosives, causing vibrations. That's why we keep emphasizing the need to
abide by the rules. Additionally, when obtainihg a mining permit, the project
consultant, Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions, provided the project report to
the mine owner and asked him to review it. But did they actually go through it?

Do they fully understand everything the consultant mentioned? Ask them, they
don't know.

Neither the project proponent nor the workers involved seem to be aware
of the project details or the relevant laws. No quarry has implemented ESI/PF
(Employees’ State Insurance and Provident Fund) compliance. This is all
governed by the DGMS (Directorate General of Mines Safety) rules, which also
cover blasting operations and personnel protection. Workers should properly
wear protective suits, and this should be enforced from morning until evening.
The model contains all the nécessary guidelines. However, early in the morning,
around 3 or 4 AM, many Lorries with the same number plate are operating,
leading to various ongoing issues.

The issue arises when more than the permitted amount is extracted. How
much water do we currently have in the well? The well is 40, 50, or 60 feet deep,
and as we go deeper, we encounter serious water-related problems. Admitting
the learner must be done without violating the criteria, subject to the rules
prescribed by law. The Technical Committee cannot properly grant permission
when the criteria are already violated, and the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral
Concession Rules, 1959 are being violated, such as in cases of the presence of
streams or high-level drinking water tanks. He emphasized that no one can grant

permission beyond the public hearing if it violates the rules.

Conclusion

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruppur North, informed the public to submit their written petitions to the
District Revenue Officer, Tiruppur, and thereby declared the public hearing
meeting concluded. |

A total of 16 petitions were received from the public during the public
hearing regarding the proposed quarrying of three rough stone quarries, which
are enclosed herewith. Additionally, three petitions received via email by the
District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur
North office, regarding the proposed quarrying of rough stone quarries, are also
attached.
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The lists of participants in the public hearing, along with a video CD
recording of the proceedings, as well as the video, audio, and photographs, are
enclosed herewith. '

,;\
g S\
@7 S
District %\mtal Engineer, Di evenue Officer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, iruppur District.

Tiruppur North.

Enclosures:

1. Attendance register of those who attended the public hearing meeting.

2. The Video CDs recording of the proceedings during the public hearing.

3. Petitions received from public — 16 Nos.

4. Petitions received at District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control, Tiruppur North Office through Email — 3 Nos.
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