Minutes of the Public Hearing meeting conducted for obtaining

Environmental clearance for the proposed Quarry M/s.Rabeendran
Rough Stone Quarry in_an Extent 3.19.0 Hectares, in S.F No.
378/2B2, 378/2C, 380/4A, 380/4B2 (Part), 381/2A (Part), Sergudi
Village, Musiri Taluk, Tiruchirappalli District on 19.09.2024 at
11.00 A.M. at M/s. Sivapakiyalakshmi_Mahal, Thathaiengarpettai

Main Road, (Near to High School), Thumbalam Village, Musiri Taluk,

Tiruchirappalli District.

Officials parficipated in the meeting:

1. Thiru. Rajan,
Revenue Divisional Officer,
Musiri Revenue Division
Tiruchirappalli District.

2, Er. S. Sivaranjani, M.E.,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruchirappalli District. |

Participants related to the project:

1. Thiru. R..Rabeendran,
Proprietor,
M/s. R. Rabeendran Rough Stone Quarry

2. Tmt. Abirami Kaliyaperumal
Environmental Consultant.
Global Mining Solutions.,
Omalur Taluk,

Salem District.

Page 1 0f 15



The District Environmental Engineer(DEE), Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruchirappalli District welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer(RDO),
Public, Environmental Activists, Revenue Officials, Police Officials and Project
Proponent for the Public Hearing Meeting on behalf of Tamil Nadu Poliution Controi
Board.

The DEE informed that, in order to obtain Environmental Clearance from the
Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change, for the Scheduled Activities /
Industries as per EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, public opinion has to be
obtained before the issue of Environment Clearance. It was also informed that, the
views of public will be recorded and it will be forwarded to the State Environment

Impact Assessment Authority as per the procedure.

The DEE, TNPCB, Trichy also informed that Mr. R. Rabeendran has applied
for Environment Clearance for Rough Stone Quarrying over an extent of 3.19.0
Hectares in S.F No. 378/2B2, 378/2C, 380/4A, 380/4B2 (Part), 381/2A (Part),
Sergudi Village, Musiri Taluk, Tiruchirappalli District. Since, this quarry falls under
category B1 and since the cluster area of quarries within 500 meters radius of this
project area is 6.76.5 Ha, it is necessary to hold a public hearing and accordingly this

public hearing is being conducted.

The DEE also informed that, on approval of the District Collector,
advertisements regarding the Public Hearing were published on 14.08.2024 in daily
newspapers both in English and Tamil.

The DEE has informed that the representative of the project proponent will
explain the impact and environmental management plan of the project through a
power point presentation. After that, the public and environmental activists can
express their views/comments orally or by written statement regarding the project.
The DEE also informed that the views of public will be audio / video recorded. The
District Environmental Engineer requested the public to register their name and
village clearly before giving their views/opinion about the project.
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The DEE also informed that, the meeting proceedings along with audio /video
CD will be forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority. The

DEE requested the Revenue Divisional Officer to preside over the meeting.

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruchirappalli greeted everyone present and
informed that the public hearing is arranged for receiving the opinion of the public for
the proposed M/s. R. Rabeendran Rough Stone Quarry over an extend of 3.19.0
hectares in 8.F.No0.378/2B2, 378/2C, 380/4A, 380/4B2 (Part), 381/2A (Part), Sergudi
Village, Musiri Taluk, Tiruchirappalli District. The RDO also requested the public to

give their views on the proposed project.

The Environmental Consultant made a power point presentation on the
project details, impacts and environment management plan measures for the

proposed quarry.

1. Thiru. Ramachandran Samaniya Makkal Nala Katchi, T.Pettai

He expressed his objection to the proposed rough stone quarry. He said that
there are 12 points to discuss regarding the same. Rabeendran Rough stone quarry,
proposed to be located at S.F. No. 378/2B2, 2C, 380, 381, Sergudi village, Musiri
Taluk, Tiruchirappalli District has extent of 8 acres of mining area. In the said quarry,
there are two nos. of small streams (odai), natham land within Serugudi and

Surrampatti which is within 300 meters from the quarry site, houses within the
quarry site which is in violation as per the rules 1959 section 36 (1) and there is a
rule that no small pond (kuttai in Tamil) should be present within 50 meters from the
quarry site. But there is a small pond within the quarry site. Hence, permission
should not be given to the stone quarry. Since there are water bodies such as small
streams (odai & vaaikkal) in Rabeendran Rough stone quarry at S.F. No. 378/2B2,
2C, 380/4B2, 381/2A, as per the Minor minerals concessions rules 1959, the rule
says that there should be 50 meters 175 feet spacing to be provided.

He said that there are two nos. of small streams (odai) within the S.F. No.
389/4B2 of the proposed quarry site and this is shown in the village map. Since two
nos. of small streams are present within the quarry site, hence as per law,

permission cannot be given. Also, a small stream (odai) is present within S.F. No.
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378/2B2, 2C of the proposed quarry site and that is shown in the village map. Since,
the small stream (odai) is present within the quarry site, permission cannot be
granted. As per Minor minerals concessions rules 1959, the rule says that there
should be 50 meters 175 feet spacing to be provided, whereas the proponent has
missed to report the details in the project summary and this is against the law. Also,
based on the information obtained under Right to Information Act, as per the
proceeding of Assistant Commissioner, Land reforms, Chennai, if there are any
water bodies such as small stream (odai) in the patta land, as per the section 15 of
Proceeding No. 26, the said land belongs to Government. Hence, if there is small
stream (odai) within the patta land, it still belongs to Government. He also told that
those details should be mentioned in the village map. Since there is no spacing
provided for the small stream (odai), as per the Minor minerals concessions rules

1959, permission cannot be given for the proposed quarry.

He further said that as per the Minor Minerals concessions Rules, 1959, a
spacing of 50 meters should be provided if there are water bodies such as small
pond (Kuttai in Tamil). But, there is a small pond (Kuttai) present within S.F. No.
380/4B2 of the proposed quarry site and this is shown in the village map. He told that
permission cannot be given to the quarry as there is a small pond (kuttai) present
within the quarry site. Further, he said that as per Minor Minerals concessions Rules,
1959, a spacing of 50 meters 175 feet to be given to area where Low Electricity .
cable line crosses the site. He told that there is a low electricity cable which crosses
the site at North western side of the proposed quarry site and hence a spacing of 50
meters to be given as reported in the project report. But the truth is that even 15
meters is not provided. Hence, as per Minor Minerals concessions Rules, 1959,
permission cannot be granted to this quarry.

He further said that according to the clause 83 (2) of Indian Electricity Act,
1956, spacing of 300 metersi.e., 1000 feet to be provided between high rise
transmission line and the proposed outer side of the quarry’s survey Numbers. But
there is a highrise transmission line at the eastern side within 300 meters radius of
the quarry site. Hence, according to the clause 83 (2) of Indian Electricity Act, 1956,

permission cannot be given to the quarry.
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He further told that based on the section 36 (1) of Minor Minerals concessions
Rules, 1959, if there are approved plot, habitation, Panchayat approved houses,
DTCP approved plots, Temples, and permanent establishments, Government
approved model houses, green houses, the quarry should be operated leaving a
spacing of 300 meters. He said there are houses within 260 meters from the North
western side of the quarry site and whereas, the false information was furnished
stating that no one is living in the said houses, it is a damaged house and
demolished house is reported in the documents furnished by the government officials
like revenue department, whereas even a damaged house is shown in the UDR
revenue document, is still a residential plot as per the Minor Minerals concessions
Rules, 1959. Since there is rules stating that there should not be houses within 300
meters within the quarry site, hence as per rules, quarry cannot be operated or

permission cannot be granted to this quarry.

He further said, apart from the above, there are many permanent and
temporary approved houses within 300 meters from the quarry site. Based on the
explosive incident and human fatality happened on May 01, 2024 at Avinoor village,
Virudhunagar District, the Government has framed such rules. Hence as per the
rules, permission should not be granted to this quarry. Moreover, there are many
houses shown in the google map and such as houses are shown within 202 meters
- at North western side, 192 meters, 209 meters at North side of the quarry site and
there are totally 6 nos. of houses and hence as per the rules, Rabeendran quarry

cannot be operated.

2. Thiru. A.C.Raja — Pattali Makkal Katchi — Serugudi

He raised the question, What is the need to hold this public hearing in
Thumbalam Panchayat? He said the rough stone quarry is located at Serugudi
Panchayat union, and it is wrong to conduct this public hearing meeting because

how many people have come from Serugudi, and he asked to look at it and verify
whether it is correct. He said that it is wrong to conduct it since there are no people

from the Serugudi Panchayat Union attending this meeting.
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At that time there was an uproar among the people present in the hearing.
Revenue Divisional Officer, Musiri intervened and calmed down the public and he
assured that all the people would be given an opportunity to express their views.

Then the meeting continued.

He said that the resources are mined at all locations, and based on the
Government order and Court judgements, the quarries have been sealed. He further
told that there are crushers located at serugudi viII'age with around 1200 houses and
residences, he said to verify the number of people having heart diseases and
ailments in Government Primary Health Centers. He told that there are
approximately 370 nos. of people with heart diseases. He questioned that how can
these people with heart diseases can live.? Hence, the permission should not be

granted to this quarry.

Also, the rough stone from the quarry sites are transported in vehicles through
roads in the middle of the residential establishments which pose serious threat to the
children, old age people, and cattles which is a major pollution problem. He raised
question that how can 15 to 20 nos. of vehicles are moving in such roads used by
public? He further told that there is no maintenance of road, and road has been
excavated for drainage line, and there are many residences nearby the site. The
explosives used at the quarry causing loud noise affects the person with heart
ailments, feeding mothers, and children and hence there is a strong objection

against the establishment of this quarry.

‘He further told, that even a minimum road facility is not available for
transportation of rough stone and rough stone has been mined already in the

existing quarry and if still mined, it will cause cracks in the nearby houses.

He further said, that the explosives used in the quarry causes threat of stones
falling in the nearby houses and for around 30-40 years, the present quarry site is
being used for open defecation by the nearby public and there is a serious threat to

those public. Based on his views, he expressed his objection against the quarry.
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3. Thiru. Ravanan Rajesh — Serctretary, Thamizhaqa.Vazhvurimai Katchi,

Trichy North Serugudi.
He raised question whether the people related to the concerned
Serugudi Panchayat are present here? He said that when he asked the project

proponent about, why this public hearing meeting is conducted at Thumbalam area,
and why is it not happening in the concerned panchayat, he mentioned that he was
told that the Serugudi Panchayat does not have a facility for 500 people to sit widely,
they also pointed out to me that the people of the Serugudi Panchayat are attending

this meeting.

He further said that there are more than 10 nos. of quarries operating
within the concerned panchayat and a public hearing meeting would have been
conducted for those quarries. He raised question whether the relevant government
officials have inspected the quarries. Because there has been number of violations
happened in the quarries which were previously under operation. The roads are not
maintained and due to which the public are affected largely. He requested the
government officials that they need to impose conditions to the quarries and must

ensure no violations happen.

Further, he said that the government must ensure environmental protection,
90% employment opportunities. He also told that employment opportunities must be
given to the local public at the crusher units and poultry farms. Also, he mentioned
that the government must ensure that the quarries comply with conditions imposed
till the period of mining period. In that case, the government officials must ensure the
employment opportunities provided to the local public. Also to ensure environmental
protectionand compliance of conditions in the quarries and if it is done, the quarry
can operate without any debate or complaints.

He further told that the government officials need to ensure that no banned
explosives are used in the operation of quarries. The vibrations are felt in his house
located at 1.5 kms from the quarry site and crusher unit has to be inspected. He

informed that a hillock was vanished.
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The stone mined in the quarries are utilized as building material and hence
quarries are functioning to satisfy the needs of the public and it has become a
fundamental need of the human, and hence if the said quarry is operated to fulfill the
requirement without causing any harm to the public, there is no objection to the

establishment of this quarry.

4. Tmt. Shaini —Secretary, Samaniya Makkal Nala Katchi - Trichy East

She asked the public from Serugudi Panchayat to raise their hand and further
she said the public are raising their hand without knowing about the damage caused
by the stone quarry. She said that the people from Serugudi Village were not allowed
to register their name to participate in this public hearing meeting and there are

many violations in this proposed quarry.

M/s. Rabeendran Rough stone quarry, proposed at S.F. No. 378/232, 2C
380/432P, 381/2AP, Sergudi village, Musiri Taluk, Tiruchirappalli District over an
extent of area 3.19.0 Ha has around extent of 8 acres of area should not be granted
as there are many violations and for the following reasons. She said the mining
permission was granted to this quarry by SEIAA for five years on 19.01.2012 and the
quarry owner has mined more quantity of rough stone than the approved quantity in
the last 5 years and due to this, houses at Serugudi and Thumbalam village have
been damaged. Also, banned explosives had been used in the operation of the
quarry and if this prevails, the villages of Serugudi and Thumbalam will be destroyed.
Further, she told that the pregnant ladies are severely affected by the loud noise

caused by the explosives in the quarry.

She said that according to the clause 83 (2) of Indian Electricity Act, 1956,
spacing of 300 meters i.e 1000 feet to be provided from the high rise transmission
line whereas, there is a high rise transmission line crossing within 300 meters in the
quarry site and hence permission cannot be granted to this quarry. She also
requested the government officials to verify the views of the public and take

appropriate decision.
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5. Thiru. Ashok Kumar, Ex President of Panchayat, Sergudi
He said he was a local representative for almost thirty years and there are

many quarries functioning and it is new to see this public hearing meeting

happening.

He said that from the days of being a ward member, he has been
representing and giving petitions for laying new roads and now, under MGNRS
scheme, cuppy road has been laid for 900 meters and before that since the village
was AGMT village, the laid tar roads could not be maintained and roads cannot be
laid. He told that recently a quarry was found to commit a violation and Government
officials investigated and then the Divisional Officer found that the mining receipt
issued by Department of Geology & Mining was forged and subsequently action was
taken against the quarry and hence no quarry can commit violation without the
knowledge of government official and public as well. Thus any quarry can function by
abiding within the rules. Also, he told that a quarry in general should submit the
undertaking to assure to fulfill the requirements of the public in the concerned

panchayat well before obtaining permission for the operation of the quarry.

Further he said, that every person attending this public hearing meeting has
rights to express their views and the proposed quarry has the rights to operate
abiding the rules and regulations and hence expressed his opinion in favour to the

quarry.

6. Thiru. Malar Mannan — Secretary of Samaniya Makkal Nala Katchi — Trichy

North Arangoor.

He said that the committee had submitted wrong documents and sought
permission for the meeting. Rabeendran Rough stone quarry proposed at
S.F.N0.378/2 B2E, 2C, 380 / 4B2 Serugudi Village, Musiri Taluk, Trichy District as
two streams running at S.F.No.378. As per the Minor Mineral Concession Rules,
1959 prescribes a distance of 50 m 175 ft from a stream and channel water from
the quarry site. But the Village Administrative Officer had concealed the existence of
the stream and showed it on the map. He said the application was field illegally. If
stone quarrying is allowed, the village will be destroyed.
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He said that, there are approved houses, house sites, permanent structures
within 220 meters. As per Minor Mineral Laws Act, 1959 the above said approved
houses, house sites, permanent structures are not allowed. But it has been informed
that there are no houses and no one lives in the house and the house are damaged.
However, according to the UDR Revenue Survey under the Minor Mineral Rules,
1959, we have received information under the Right to Information Act that the
houses are present. But the same was not on record. Proceedings were issued to
Rabeendran stone quarry by State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority vide
Order Group Notification No. 10406Z dated 06/11/2023. But inspection was carried
out on 01.10.2023 itself. It is a violation of the law. Prior inspection before 35 days is
a violation. 45 documents have to be uploaded on the website. But only 10

documents have been submitted. Hence, he opposed the permission to the quarry.

7. Thiru. L. Joseph- Tresurer, Samaniya Makkal Nala Katchi — Trichy

He said that the Tamil Nadu Government and officials are responsible for the
corruption in government stone quarries, he said that if permission is granted to
private stone quarries, there will be a siege of all government offices in
Tiruchirappalli District.

8. Thiru. Pichaivel — Secretary, Makkal Samuka Nethi Peravai - Musiri

He said that if stone quarrying is allowed, the amount of explosives used to
break the rocks in the quarries would be much higher. He also said that due to huge
explosives noise the adjust villages will get affected and the houses will get
damaged. Due to high speed of the vehicles carrying stones, dust flies to the nearby
schools. The water level in all the wells in the vicinity of Serugudi village has gone
below 200 feet. In the past, agriculture was done in the presence of water. But now
there is no mountain and hence no water. More than 200 feet of the hillock has been
excavated. Some people take permission for one quarry and run 5 quarries. The
authorities are not investigating. He said that due to the explosion in the quarries in
Serugudi village, there is no proper sleep in the night and the smoke coming out of
the air would cause a lot of harm to the people. As the road is narrow, vehicles

carrying stones from the quarry cause traffic jams and cause inconvenience to the
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general public. Hence, permission should not be granted for quarrying, he said on
behalf of Serugudi and Surampatti panchayats. He said 200 people would gather for
a hunger strike in front of the Musiri Revenue Tahsildar's office if permission was

granted to the quarry.

9. Tmt. Parameshwari, Sergudi

We have an idea to set up a stone quarry in Serugudi Village. She said that
the government has done what it needed to protect the environment and there is
hope that the livelihood of the poor people will be improved by setting up a quarry in
Serugudi. Therefore, she requested to allow this quarry in Serugudi Village.

10. Thiru. Ravi — Pappapatti
He said that, general public is thinking that the stone quarry owners are taking
the money. But roads have been laid with mineral funds in Serugudi, Pappapatti and

surrounding villages. The village Panchayat has income. Drivers above the age of 40
have possibility of getting jobs and hence he requested permission for quarrying.

11. Thiru. Dhamodharan - Social Activist, Vivasayigal Sanga Mavatta

Thalaivar-_T.pettai

On behalf of the people he expressed his happiness to the government for
organizing this public hearing meeting. He said that Serugudi Village is full of rocks.
It rains only oncein 10 years in this area. If the Government gives permission to the
quarry, people will accept it. He also said that, we will protest against those who
violate the rules. 30 years ago, they were operating a quarry in the area. There is no
agriculture, hence people including men and women used to work in the quarries by
breaking stones with their hands. People used to run their families here with the
money they earned from it. There was no road facility in the village. But now, local
representatives has constructed the community hall and the temples have been
renovated and roads have been constructed. He said that, if you ask why this quarry
should be run in Serugudi Panchayat, because of the presence of rocks in Serugudi
Panchayat. Also he said that, sand is excavated on the banks of the Kaveri River

because of the presence of sand.
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He said that, there were 250 lakes in Chennai over which the Government
has built houses for the people, because the population has increased, the
government has made this effort. The Government is doing this for the people. The
government is not harassing or oppressing the people. Therefore, the government
knows how to protect and uplift these people. But we can give our views to the
government. That is why this meeting is being held. Seven or eight crusher factories
are already in operation. However, permissioh shall be granted for this quarry. Also
he said that, he will be the first person to oppose these quarries if they are operating
without permission. However he requested to allow quarrying as per law. This will
ensure employment to the people. Also it should be done with the permission of the

Government, he said.

12. Thiru. Kanagaraju - Surampatti Panchayat

He said that, he is illiterate. But pollution can come in all forms. Similarly, the
pollution caused by traffic in the cities. He also said that, quarrying should not be
banned in this Serugudi Village. Some of them are earning income. But people like
us get employment opportunities by running quarries. Those who are objecting the
quarry have an income but we don’t have income. Therefore, he asked the officials

to set up a quarry.

13. Thiru. Sundhararajan - Sittilaarai

I'm 73. | have been with the Great leader Kamarajar and Periyar. I'm also a
social activist. He said that, already some crushers are running and asked, why so
much condition for the stone quarrying which is going to start. Now the meeting is
being held according to the government rules to run the old quarry again. | have
been in politics since 1971. The fact that | am a social activist is known to all the
general public here in the panchayat. Public are requesting to dredge the lake, but
these people are digging deep at their own expenses. He said that, already many

factories are running here, where have the social activists gone so far?

14. Thiru. Murugesan - Atlapatti

He said that if the country has to develop, the industry has to develop and
which has to run abiding the Government Rules. Earlier, politicians were running
crusher but now a common man is going to start this quarry. We have to support
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him. The tax is paid to the panchayat for the quarry activity which will increase the
livelihood of the common man. But it must be done in accordance with the law. He
said that if quarries take more stones than the stipulated amount, then as a public,
we will oppose it. Therefore, we have no objection if the quarry is started and the
stones are taken as per the Government norms without causing any inconvenience

to the public and supported the quarry activity.

15. Thiru. Rajiv Gandhi - Ayyampalayam

He said that, in this meeting, many people expressed their opposition to this
quarry, because all such people are living in a concrete b'uilding, but common people
like us are still living in the hut. Therefore, it will be beneficial for these people if the -

quarry is operated.

16. Thiru. Mathiazhagan-Secretarv. South zone BJP , T.Pettai. Neeliyampatti
He said that there are many shortfalls in many crusher factories operating
here and these social activists can try to solve it. Also he supported the quarry for its

operations abiding the Government rules.

17.Thiru.Tirupathi - Serugudi ‘
He said that, his house is 400 meters away from the quarry, and he have no

objection to giving permission to this quarry, there is no effect of setting up this

crusher quarry. Hence, permission should be granted for this quarry.

18. Tamil Selvi-Secretary, Samaniya Makkal Nala Katchi - Kaatuputhur
She said that, a friend had requested to raised their hand and all of you
raised your hand. The villagers don't know what is good or bad for them, so we have

come forward to help you. You all went down to eat because you didn't know what is
the consequences. Three years ago near Karur, Jaganathan was killed by the quarry
owners with a truck. But the people of the village are asking to give permission to
the quarry, but you do not know the result. What can be done if stones fall on the
head from the truck while sitting on the street, they do not carry stones during the
day. Stones are brought in the night. Then what can be done if the stones fall on the
head, one of them said that, they did not go to the market when the quarry is not run.
She asked that, whether they have not taken food when the quarry is not in
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operation. She also said that, my husband and | go to work in a tea shop and wash
our dishes for their livelihood. Everyone asks for quarry. But don't you know that if
you go to work for 100 days, you will get 200 rupees and can you not survive?
People do not know about stone quarrying and its effects. She said that, if
permission is given to the stone quarry, we will gather 200 to 300 people through the

Common People's Welfare Party and hunger protest.

19. Thiru. Kesavan — Secretary, Pattali Makkal Katchi - Thottiyam

He said that, the common people who come here and support this quarry do
not know anything about the consequenes of the quarry. They will understand when

an accident happens due to a vehicle carrying stones.

20. Thiru. Venketesan — Engineer - Perambalur

He said that, he is working as a maintenance and service engineer for the
crushers in Trichy, Karur, Perambalur and Thuraiyur. The new plant will be equipped
with modern machinery. From a quarry pollution is nothing but waste and noise. In
this case, the waste is the just cutting of stones. The sound is caused by an
explosion. In the modern method less powder and deep pits are cut. The use of
hydraulics is also under discussion. Also, no hazardous waste is generated.There
are mines all over India. If these stones were not taken today, there would be no
'Make in India'. Since the sandis not taken from the river we import them. The stones
here should be broken and used instead of importing. We have to use the resources

of our country.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Musiri Division, Tiruchirappalli District.

The Revenue Divisional Officer informed that the views of the public regarding
the quarry will be sent to the SEIAA in Chennai and an appropriate decision will be
taken. The public views, audio and video recordings and minutes of the meeting will
be sent to SEIAA in both Tamil and English.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruchirappalli

Since, no other public came forward to comment their views, the District
Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruchirappalli has
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concluded the public hearing and also informed that the comments of the public have

been recorded and written petitions have been received and they will be sent to the

State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai.

The following particulars are enclosed herewith:

1.

Public Notice on Public hearing meeting ~ Tamil & English

2. Copy of the Attendance Register.
3.
4. Environmental Impact Assessment Report and project summary (Tamil &

Video recording of Public hearing meeting in CD.

English)
Petitions received during public hearing meeting and through tapal — 94 nos.

o
, \4
o N

Distriét Environmental Engineer, Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Musiri Revenue Division,
' Trichy. Trichy District.

- 4
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