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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING OF M/S. SRl RAJALAKSHMI
SAMAPPA BUILDING MATERIALS COMPANY ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL
QUARRY, S.F. NO. 1118/1, BILICHI VILLAGE, COIMBATORE NORTH TALUK,
COIMBATORE DISTRICT IN AN AREA OF 3.00.36 HECTARE HELD ON
21.08.2024 AT 03.00 P.M. IN RAJ MAHAL, 4/283, METTUPALAYAM ROAD,
MATHAMPALAYAM, BILICHI VILLAGE, COIMBATORE NORTH TALUK,

COIMBATORE DISTRICT.

NAME OF THE PROJECT

VENUE

DATE & TIME

Present:

M/s. Sri Rajalakshmi Samappa Building
Materials Company Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry,

S.F. No. 1118/1,

Bilichi Village, Coimbatore North Taluk,
Coimbatore District.

Raj Mahal, 4/283,

Mettupalayam Road, Mathampalayam,
Bilichi Village, Coimbatore North Taluk,
Coimbatore District.

21.08.2024 — 03.00 P.M.

1. | Tmt. S. Rajeswari

District Revenue Officer,Stamps,
Coimbatore District.

2. Dr. R. Chandrasekaran

District Environmental Engineer (FAC),
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore North

3. Er.l. Abubakkar

Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore North

4, Er. K. Kélaivendhan

Assistant Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,




Coimbatore North

5. | Thiru. K. Murugesan Sub-Inspector,
Periyanaickenpalayam Police Station,

Coimbatore District

6. | Thiru. Gnanasekaran The Project Proponent

7. | Thiru. Sheik Nawas EIA Consultant,
Geo Exploration and Mining Solution,
Salem District.

8. | Public 84 Nos. (Enclosed in Annexure - |1

District Environmental Engineer:-
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Good Morning to one and all present here. We are here to conduct public hearing
meeting for the proposed rough stone and gravel quarry project by M/s. Sri
Rajalakshmi Samappa Building Materials Company Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry

As per the EIA Notification issued by MOEF, GOI dt: 14.09.20086, public hearings
are required to be conducted for certain industries or projects. Accordingly, a
public hearing meeting is being held today in Bilichi village, Coimbatore North
Taluk, regarding the establishment of the proposed rough stone and gravel
quarry project.

I request the District Revenue Officer to preside over this public hearing meeting.
| am proud to extend a warm welcome to the Public, Social Welfare Activists &
Environmentalists who have gathered here for the public hearing meeting of M/s.
Sri Rajalakshmi Samappa Building Materials Company Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry project on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

Public notice regarding public hearing meeting was published on 17.07.2024 in
‘Dinathanthi” and “Deccan Chronicle” newspapers. Pamphlets regarding the
venue of the public hearing meeting were also distributed to the public. Notice

Boards have been erected in the villages to create awareness to the public.
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First, the project consultant will provide an overview of the project. Following that,

the public will have the opportunity to register their comments.

 These comments will be recorded and sent in both video and audio form to the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority.

< Therefore, | request all the public to register their views.

* Now, the project consultant will explain the project in brief.

The Distrigt Environmental Engineer invited the public to express their views

and suggestions on the project.

1. Tmt. Janaki, Onnipalayam

Hello everyone, My name is Janaki. The Project Proponent plays a crucial

role in encouraging our children to study. He always helps the public. He encourages

the public at all time.

The road was previbusly in poor condition,‘ but it has now been repaired by
him. Similarly, the school, which was once badly damaged, has been fully restored
by the;‘:%roject proponent. He puts efforts to support the children continue their
studies and also provides uniforms and shoes for them. Thank you again.

2. Tmt. Lakshmi, Onnipalayam

" "During our school days, we were quite poor. | belong to Onnipalayam with
less basic facilities. However, now the project proponent encourages the children by
providing uniforms and remitted school fees. Thank you."

3. Thiru. Karuppayi, Onnipalayam

"We were born and raised in Onnipalayam itself. We've received significant
support from the project proponent. They've been instrumental in helping us to build
homes by supplying necessary materials like sand etc. Thank you”

4. Thiru. Prabhakaran, Onnipalayam

Hello everyone. | am from Onnippalayam village, and my agricultural land is
situated 500 meters from the project proponent's stone quarry, which has been



operating on the village's outskirts for the past four years. When the quarry began its
operations, it brought some challenges to those living nearby. We have formally

submitted a request to the project proponent to address these issues.

The noise and vibrations from the detonations at the quarry were significantly
higher than usual. Our entire panchayat have submitted a request to address this
issue. The project proponent promptly responded and used Government-approved

nonel electric detonators (ED) to minimize the disturbances caused.

Secondly, a quarry inevitably causes air pollution in the area. We made a
second request for better control of the dust to mitigate this issue. In response, the
company planted over ten thousand saplings across 100 acres and engaged
workers separately to maintain them. Because of these efforts, the dust emanation is

generally reduced.

Thirdly, quarries typically operate during day and night, but we requested the
project proponent to restrict its operation only to daytime. The proponent agreed and
ensured that quarry will not operate beyond six o'clock in the evening. They have
followed that assurance till date. We want to express our gratitude on behalf of our

panchayat for this.

Government school in Onnippalayam was in a very poor condition, with a
building over 50 years old. That was not being properly maintained. We submitted a
request for repairs, and within a month, the proponent improved the school
infrastructure, repaired the water tank and toilets. We thank the project proponent for
the support given by him.

As a result of the stone quarry operations, construction materials are available
at low cost. The quarry operations led to a significant increase in the number of

houses being built in the Panchayat, in turn increased the panchayat’s income.

Considering these positive outcomes, | kindly request to issue license with

instruction to operate within Government rules and without any hindrance to public.



. 5. Thiru. Balamurugan, Onnipalayam

‘ I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the parents, mothers, the District Revenue
Officer, the District Environmental Engineer, Mr. Gnanasekaran, Mr. Bhupathi, the
owner of M/s. Venkateswara Crusher, and the people of Onnippalayam.

| was a former Panchayat union secretary. We have gathered here for a public
hearing on August 21, 2024. My observation is that the, the project proponent makes
efforts for the benefit of the panchayat that even the Government and its officers

have not achieved.

Secondly, the proponent elevated the Government school to the level of a
private institution. Without prejudice, financial assistance and uniforms are being
provided to all 10th and 12th-standard students, as well as to first-generation
graduates and college going students. Mr. Gnanasekaran, the proponent has helped
a lot toA public like Karmaveer Kamaraj, by constructing a compound wall, painting
the school, providing new toilets, providing a playground, and financially assisted the
children by providing uniforms, shoes, and other improvements.

As | belong to a low caste, | cannot able to read. Thanks to his efforts, not only
to my own children, but to all the children in our area are being benefitted from his
support. We have never seen an airplane, but he had sent them through flight. | am
living near the quarry. They are planting numerous trees around the quarry to

mitigate air pollution.

Secondly, in our Panchayat, lot of land is converted into house sites.
Employment opportunities are scarce. The quarry has created jobs for over a
hundred people, including drivers, and has significantly improved livelihoods. | am
repeatedly requesting, with great urgency, to grant permission for this quarry. | am
submitting a petition with supporting photos and evidence to support our request. |

request you to grant permission to the quarry Thank you for your attention.

6. Thiru. Marappan, Onnipalayam

There is no issue in the operation of this quarry; it is operating smoothly.
Approximately 50 people have gained employment opportunities. No problem has
been faced by the people from quarry operations. Thank you.

- 0% .



7. Tmt. Amsaveni, Onnipalayam

Hello, dear general public, We reside in Onnipalayam and have no negative
impacts. In fact, it provides significant support for educating our children, by
providing school and college fees and school uniforms. Additionally, free
construction materials are offered for building houses. This assistance has been
invaluable to us. Thank you very much.

8. Tmt. Easwari, Onnipalayam

They provided us with employment and supply necessary support to build our

homes. Everything has been taken care by them efficiently. Thank you.

9. Tmt. Rukmani, Onnipalayam

We live in Onnipalayam, where our school was in a dilapidated condition. | only
attended school until the third standard and never went further, No one paid any
attention to the school's critical condition. People would come, and canvass vote,
and then forget about the school.

However, after bringing this to the proponent’s attention, the school was
thoroughly renovated, including painting and other necessary repairs. Thanks to the
proponent's support, we have not faced any harm from its operations. There has

been no negative impact regarding the quarry. Thank you.

10.  Thiru. Kumaresan, Onnipalayam

| am the chairman of the nearby Bilichi panchayat. Currently, two quarries are
operating within our panchayat. | am pleased to report that last year, the Bilichi
panchayat earned one crore rupees revenue. Of this amount, 75 lakh rupees were
allocated to the panchayat, and 25 lakh rupees were designated as the discretionary
fund of the District Collector.

There is no problem with this quarry. Around 50,000 fruit bearing trees and
shadow giving trees have been planted around this quarry. There are 50 families
living in Onnipalayam to take care of the trees. Those 50 families and the 50 families
working in the stone quarry, making a total of 100 families, and the lorry drivers of



the quarry, has been provided free food in the canteen located in the quarry
premises.

| would like to inform that M-Sand is being pkoduced and delivered free of cost
to the neighboring panchayats, including Vellamadai, Bellathi, and
Sikkarampalayam. For our Belladhi panchayat, 113 houses have been selected
through ‘Kalaignar Kanavu Illam Thittam’, and each of these homes receives one
unit of M-Sand at a reduced cost of Rs 1,000, with free door delivery.

If permission is gfanted for the M/s. Sri Rajalakshmi Samappa Building
Material Company to establish a third quarry, it would significantly increase the
panchayat's reve-nue. This additional income will be used to improve facilities in the
Bilichi panchayat, including roads, lighting, drinking water, and drainage.

This panchayat is progressing only with the income generated by Stone
quarry. About 75 lakh revenue has been received from the quarry last year.

I would like to inform that these quarries are providing protected drinking water
to the workers through the panchayat. Therefore, | would like to inform you that
permission may be given to M/s. Sri Rajalakshmi Samappa Building Material
Company. |
1. Thiru. Murugan, Onnipalayam

This quarry is situated on the outskirts of the panchayat and has caused no
damages. A wire fencing has been provided. There are no issues. Farmers have not
experienced any problems. | am currently building a house and it requires M-Sand,
gravel, and other materials for construction. Therefore, | humbly request permission

to continue operations at this quarry.

12.  Thiru. Murugan, Bilichi Panchayat, Rangarajapuram

They are providing substantial support to our temple. He offers free M-Sand

without transport cost. We value the proponent’s contribution and strongly believe
that having a quarry here continues to be beneficial for our panchayat.
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13.  Thiru. Dinesh, Bilichi Panchayat, 6" Ward Councilor

This quarry has generated significant income for the panchayat, contributing
approximately 75 lakhs through mining activities. We have experienced no~issu’es

with the quarry. Thank you.
14.  Thiru. Jeganathan, Sikkarampalayam Panchayat

The operation of this quarry provides direct employment to 100 people and
indirect employment to nearly 100 people. Considering these benefits, | request that
permission be granted for the continued operation'of this quarry. ‘

District Environmental Engineer:

Thank you everyone. Thank you all for your participation. Petitions submitted
by the public will be forwarded to the State Level Environment Impact AsseSsmént
Authority along with the meeting proceedings.

On behalf of the District Administration and the Pollution Control Board, |
would like to extend our gratitude to the environmentalists and the general public for
sharing their views during this public consultation, | thank the District Revenue
Officer for conducting the meeting peacefully, the police department, all participating
officers, journalists, and Pollution Control Board officials.

Thank you once again.

Annexure:-

No of Petitions received : 31.

A\ N
B
o\
District Environmental ngineer (FAC), District ReVenue Officer/
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Stamps, '

Coimbatore North ‘ Coimbatore District
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