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TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH STONE

AND GRAVEL QUARRY COVERING OVERALL EXTENT OF 4.09.0 HA FOR

THIRU.M.RAJESH ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL QUARRY,S.F.NOS. 405/2, 406/1A,

406/1B1A, 4061B1B.406/1C1 & 406/2A, PANAPATTI VILLAGE, KINATHUKADAVU

TALUK, COIMBATORE DISTRICT AT M/S. EASWARI- MINI HALL, NEARBY WEEKLY

MARKET, NEGAMAM ROAD, VADASITHUR, COIMBATORE on 05.08.2024 AT 03:00 PM.

Present:

0%~

1 Thirumathi. R.Jeeva

Special District Revenue Officer

Land Acquisition and Management Unit,

Coimbatore District

2 Dr. R. Chandrasekaran

District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

3. Thiru.S.Senthil Kumar

Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

5. | Thiru.M.Rajesh

The Proprietor, Thiru. M.Rajesh Rough

Stone & Gravel Quarry

EIA Consultant

7. Public

84 Nos. (List enclosed as Annexure)
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The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South has welcomed the District Revenue Officer Coimbatore, and all
general public who are attending the public hearing for the Proposed Rough Stone
And Gravel Quarry Covering overall Extent Of 4.09.0 Ha for Thiru.M.Rajesh Rough
Stone & Gravel Quarry,S.F.Nos. 405/2, 406/1a, 406/1b1a, 4061b1b,406/1c1 &

406/2a, Panapatti Village, Kinathukadavu Taluk, Coimbatore District.

It is required to obtain Environmental Clearance (EC) from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF &CC), Government of lhdia for
certain projects including foundry activity after conducting Public Hearing. The public
hearing minutes shall be submitted to State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority
(SEIAA). He added that the public notice informing the conducting of Public
Hearing was published in "Dinathanthi" and "The New Indian Express" dated
29.06.2024 and also pointed out that EIA report and Executive summary are
made available for public reference at respective Offices and informed that the
project consultant on behalf of project proponent would make a presentation on

the proposed project, after which the public can express their views.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the
public and reply by the project consultant will be recorded through videography /
Audio and the same will be submitted to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority of Tamilnadu.

Also as per the guidelines stipulated in EIA Notification, 2006, Thiru.M.Rajesh
Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry Public hearing is being conducted. He again
welcomed the Chairperson Special District Revenue Officer, General public and
representative of Agriculture Association etc., and he also informed that The Project
Consultant would make a detailed presentation about the proposed project, impact

on pollution and the mitigation measures of the Quarry.



The District Revenue Officer, Coimbatore District, has initiated the Public
Hearing process and requested the project consultant to explain about their
proposed project through power point presentation and requested the public to
eXpress their views and raise obtain necessary clarifications for their doubts.

Main aim of this meeting is to register the public views related to Environment.

The Project Consultant Mr. Shaik Nawas has explained various features to _
the project through powerpoint presentation. Hereafter, the District
Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Boérd, Coimbatore South
has invited the public to express their views and comments about the proposed

Project. The views and suggestions of the public's are detailed below:

1. Rajeshwari, Panchayat President.

| am the Panchayat bresident, Rajeshwari Venkatesan. The quarry provides income
to panchayat. There are 200-300 people suffering without a bridge for the past 50-60 years,
A bridge worth of Rs.49 lakhs has been constructed through quarry fund. So, the Panchayat
got 100 percent benefit. The second point is that the people directly or indirectly benefitted
through employment. The third small point is that agriculture is the backbone of the country. It
is glad to note that if the quarry will function as per the Government guidelines without any
impact to the people and agriculture lands. It is a great joy if we do get the village needs.

Thank you for giving me this opportunity.

2. Rajkumar, Vice President Bogampatti Panchayat

My name is Rajkumar, and | am the vice president of Bogampatti Panchayat
Council. By setting up this rough stone and gravel quarry, 50-100 people will get indirect and
direct employment in our village. The funds from this wili also help our panchayat to meet its
needs. Therefore, on behalf of the people of our village, | would like to inform you that there

is no objection to the construction of this quarry.
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3. Aravind, Karachery

My name is Arvind, Karacheri Village. This quarry have crushers and trucks, so
everyone has job opportunities. So, they not only use the income to their needs but also
spend them to the benefit of temples, schools, and other needs. There is no defects in this
quarry, and we definitely welcome this scheme. Thank you.

4. Somasundaram, Panapatti.
My name is Somasundaram. Karacheri Village, | am living at agricultural farm, near

Panpatti. | hereby declare that we have no objection to this quarrying, Thank you.

5. Vijay, Panapatti.

My name is vijay panapatti, | am idle now after completing my studies, if there is any job

opportunity fhrough this quarry it will be good. Thank you.

6. Ramasamy, Panapatti.

My name is Ramaswamy, Panapatti Village. My garden is nearer to this quarry there is

no harm. No objection for setting up of quarry.

7. Palanisamy Panapatti.

My name is Palanisamy, Panapatti Village. My garden is nearer to this quarry. We have no
disturbance due to this quarry. | am happy to see that the quarrying industry is being conducted

by employihg ten people.

8. Velliangiri, Panapatti

My name is Velliangiri, | am coming from near this Panapatti village, where Crusher

and quarry are located. So we have no problem.

9. Nachimuthu, Periyakuyili

My name is Nachimuthu Periyakuyili, due to this quarry there is benefit and no any

problem.



10. Vignesh Prabhu, Pappampatti

My name is Vignesh Prabhu and | have a own lorry. If this rough stone comes, we will

get employment. It's a very nice plan.

1'1. Palanisamy, Panapatti

My name is F’alanisamy, Panapatti, there is no problem with this rough stone quarry.

12. Ganesh, Ponnankkani.

My name is Ganesh and | am from Ponnakkani. No objection to setting up this quarry

and due to this job opportunity will be available.

13. Silambarasan, Ponnakkani.

My name is Silambarasan, | am a civil engineer from Ponnakkani. Since lot of quarries
have closed down in recent times, no construction materials are available. Buying from a long
distance makes the price very high. So, it will be beneficial if the quarry is started. So, we have

no objection to start the quarry. | request you to give permission to set up the quarry. Thank you.

14. Anitha, Panapatti.

Good evening to everyone my name is Anitha from Panapatti. This quarry will provide
employment opportunities to all women. All the construction materials are available nearby, so

there is no objection. Thank you.

15. Pradeep, Madukkarai.

My name is Pradeep and | am from Madukkarai. | am a JCB operator, some quarries
have been closed and so we are not getting proper work. It would be good for us if all the

quarries got license like this quarry.
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16. Prakash, Tamil Farmer Protection Association.

Good Evening. I'm K.Sivaprakash, Kinsthukadavu. [ am expressing our objection
through the Tamil Farmers Protection Association and against illegal stone quarrying. There are
two Government app;roved houses within 55 metres at S.F.No. 405/2 on the Southern side of the
quarry area. Palani Andavar Temple is located at 20 meters in S.F.No. 406/2B on the North-
Eastern side of this quarry. On the Western side of this quarry, there is a house approved by the
government within a radius of 150 meters in S.F.No 404. On the South-Western side of this
quarry, there is a government approved house with a radius of 290 meters in S.F.No 401. All
these have been included in the Revenue Records. There is another government sanctioned
house at a.radius of 155 meters in S.F.No 407 on the North side of the quarry area. On the
Northern side of the quarry, there is a house approved by the Government at a radius of 165
meters in S.F.No 408. There is another house within a radius of 295 metres on the Northern side
of the Quarry in S.F.No. 426 in the Northern part of the quarrying area. Apart from this, there are
several permanent and temporary houses within a radius of 300 meters around the quarry. Two
Streams flow in S.F.No. 405/2, 406/1A where quarry exists. cart truck path was located in
S.F.No. 406/1B2 on the South side of the quarry. But out of the 35 types of documents required
to be included in the EIA report, only 10 documents have been attached in the annexures.
Therefore, it is requested that M.Rajesh Rough stone and gravel quarry should not be given
permission 1"0r the quarry since it violates fhe Minor Mineral Concession Road Act 1959.

17.Mugilan, Social activist.

He welcomed the District Revenue Officer, Chairman of the public hearing meeting
regarding M.Rajesh, Rough stone and Gravel Quarry, S.F. No. 405 and S.F.No. 406 which has
4 hectares, which has already been operational and re-apply for the permit in Kinathukadavu
Taluk, Panapatti Village and to the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board who is presiding the meeting. On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Environment
Protection Movemént, he extended greetings and best wishes to the p'articipating
professionals, Journalists, Public, Panchayat Councilors, Stone quarry owners and Members

of Tamil Nadu Farmers Protection Association. When we inquired about this consultation
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meeting in the morning, we were told that it was happening for the first time in this village. This
consultation meeting is being conducted based on the orders of National Green Tribunal
issued in 2018 that a hearing meeting should be held if a quarry or quarries operate in an area
of 5 hectares i.e. 12.50 hectares within a radius of 500 meters. On that basis, as the Project
Consultant had already told that they have prepared report after conducting a three-month
study of Air, Watér, Soil, Noise, BiodiverSity and Socio-economic conditions. -

This meeting is being convened to discuss whether the above statement legally
correct? and the report contain all the details. Even if 100 pedple says that they want a quarry
or 100 people says no for this quarry project. Quarry Project will not be stopped. On the basis
of this Environmental Impact Assessment Report, a meeting is held to know the opinion of the
public whether the quarry has been set up as per the rules laid down by the Government.
Before presenting my views in this meeting, | will start my speech after praying for the people
who have suffered massive natural calamities due to lllegal Quarrying at Wayanad.

As per Minor Mineral Concession Rules, Section 36/1, 36/1A, no quarry should be
located within 300 meters from the residential area. What is residential area? Such a big
confusion for many days. So we have enquired the land survey department to resolve this
confusion and they have clearly stated in the Right to Information Act that the house recorded
in the UDR and Natham land survey records in the UDR and Natham land survey registers
prepared in period of 1979 to 1985. Even these structures are dilapidated or demolished, it
should be taken as per status shown in the UDR. This is the stand of the Revenue
Department. Now they uploaded the environmental impact assessment report in the website.
Book contains of 300-400 pages, which has information that quarry is to be set up in S.F.No.
405/2. There are two houses at 50 meters from the quarry. Similarly, 406/1A, 406/1B1A,
406/1B1B, 406/1C1 & 406/2A are said to be quarrying area. Palani Andavar Temple is just 8.6
meters away from it, but according to law, quarrying should be done only 300 meters away.
Qﬁarries are already licensed and operating. At that time nobody asks about this law and it

was operating illegally. But according to the law, this quarry cannot operate because there is a

house inside the quarry and there is an ancient temple next to the quarry. On page 266, they

inform in topo sketch houses are located in SF.NO.401 on the South-West side. In S.F.NO.

403 and 404, there are houses on the West side. Similarly, in the Northern part there are
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houses in SF.NO.467. There are houses in 408. Similarly, in the Northern part there are
houses in SF.NO.424. Similarly, there are houses in the North-Eastern part of SF.NO.40¢
Similarly, there are houses in South-East at S.F.No. 394. These details have been
downloaded from website.  Mr.Sivaprakasam has already told that the details of location of
houses within 300 m radius so | don’t want to repeat the same.

There are so many houses within 300 meters radius and as per law there should not
be any streams within 50 meters of the quarry area but within the quarry there is a stream on
the North side at 'S.F.No.404, 405 and 406 shows the stream flows from 408. This is a
government document. 10 meters i.e. 35 feet distance should be left for the cart path. There is
a cart path on the South side and there is no gap. This is also shown in the power point. If
cart track is on own land, we should nof talk about it, If it is in Government land, we can talk
about it. We have obtained the information from tHe Commissioner of Land Administration,
through RTI. As per the Section 15 of the Revenue Status Order 26, the land route and land
stream, land canal in own land also taken as Government land. So is it legal as far as this
quarry is concerned? As far as this quarry is concerned, everything is illegal.

Apart from that, the project consultant said, we have conducted a three-month study
~ about Soil, Water, Air and Land after orders of the State Environmental Impact Assessment
Agency (SEIAA). ToR was given by SEIAA on 13/5/2024 in the month of May when the
election results were announced. But the period of study by them is from October to December
2023, which is six months before that.

In that case, nothing was given, based on legal provisions. Apa.rt from that, they said
that they are going to operate the quarry with 4 jackhammers, 2 compressors, 1 braker
machine, 4 trucks and 22 workers.

They have said that they will provide all facilities to the quarry workers. People here
also expressed their views. At present there is no work due to closure of quarry. There is no
insurance like ESI medical facility and PF provident fund as per the rules. Workers died due to
explosion in Vijayalakshmi Quarry and also in ST Quarry at Kodangipalayarﬁ. We are
investigating every side. When inquired, there is no ESI and PF. But quarry assures to do the

above, when seeks permission, There is no labour welfare in the quarry.



On rural roads, the tractor should carry a load of only 10 Tonnes. In Village Roads
6-wheeler truck with 24 tons. 24 tons is not pefmitted. Maximum 16 wheeler can carry 48
tonne load on roads like MDR, SH & NH. That means 18 tons for a six-wheeler, 28 tons for a
10-wheeler, and 36 tons for a 12-wheeler. As President said, 50 lakh rupees is a good thing to
build a bridge. But here they spend from 1 crore to 250 crores for 1km of road. Maximum load
aIIowéd to carry on that road is only 48 tonnes, but they carry 100 tonnes. No weighing
machines below 48 ton. All are 100 ton weighing machines. A road, said to be good for eigﬁt
years, does not good for three months. We are talking about road safety, but there is nothing
as per the rules. The roads built on people’s tax money are being damaged. There is no action
on it. A friend has told that 2400 trees will be planted in 4 hectares( 10 acres). There is nothing
here, everything is (honey and milk) on the paper only. Seven quarries, operating in 30 to 40
acres of land, planted 2000 trees each, this Village being the forest like structure. In practice, it
is not like that. Government has proposed to plant two and a half crore trees this year and
allocating one hundred crore rupees from people tax money. But the quarry owners and the
business people promise to plant trees while getting permission. But it is not in practical.
Similarly, when all the quarries start working here, .they assured to put up a wire fence at cost
of three hundred rupees per meter. This year alone, 17 people have died in quarry pits in
Coimbatore district. Who is responsible for this. The cost of fencing is about 10 Lakhs for 10
acres quarry. Some workers, students and Common People are died. The quarries are not
operated legally. Similarly, when the quarry is not working, it should be sealed by 5 pm on
everyday. Water shall not be used for other purposes. But they are taking all the water from
the quarry and using it to make M-Sand. But wafer is a public asset. Water stored in the
quarry, running operation shall be used after the quarry permit is completed. But in the reality,
It is not so. Please make arrangements to check the quality of M-Sand. In Pandemic time
(Covid) there was a chance to protect people by supplying medicines to the public. But there
is no chance for M;Sand. So check the quality of M-Sand. We are constantly insisting the
government to import foreign natural river sand as per Government rules. If we see whether
this Rajesh Quarry is based on this rule, like there should not be houses within their 300 meter

radius, streams within 50 meter radius, paths within 10 meter radius. It does not satisfy the

-

A\



Minor Mineral Concessioh Rules or siting criteria.

The District Collector of Tirupur inform that even the State Environmental impac.
Assessment Committee, Pollution Control Board issue permission, take action if the norms
violated by the quarry. Similarly in Coimbatore district we are giving evidence for everything we
say. SEIAA has informed the District Collector that permission is granted on technical
presentation, District Administration can take action if violation found, we should act on that
basis, Rajesh Quarry is not qualified to operate on legal basis, so this project should be
rejected. Moreover, if permission is given to this quarry in any other way, it will be a violation of
the law.

“We should live in harmony with vnature and not destroying the nature. Large calamity
will be happened like Wayanad." ISRO clearly said that out of 147 dangerous places in India,
Tamil Nadu has a total of 6 places including Coimbatore District . There is a possibility of
earthquake and landslides in this District at any time. So, | give warning about the danger as
expected. “We protect ourselves before danger comes”. 15 years ago Madavar committee
informed Kerala Government about danger. But Government did not care. As told by him,
Earthquakes have occurred, likewise, Madukkarai area, Kinathukadavu area and Perur areas
Earthquake felt in our District. We are going to set up this quarry at a depth of i65 feet. It
causes damage to the nature. If you want natural sand it will be available from foreign

countries for 1000 rupees per ton. It should be implemented. Thank you.

18.Selvamani, Coimbatore

Hello everyone, my name is Selvamani Coimbatore, we are a government contractor,
we are doing a lot of road work. For the above, we need construction materials like GSP,
Redmix, jelly. So | request to give permission to this quarry. It will help to complete our work on

time. So | earnestly request the authorities to grant permission to this Rajesh stone quarry.

19.Alagunachimuthu, Vadasithur

Good evening, my name is Azhagu Nachimuthu from Vadasithur. Now | would like to
once again express my salutations to all those who have attended this public hearing meeting

for the approval of this M.Rajesh Rough stone and Gravel quarry. Food, clothing and shelter
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are the three things, important to a human being and we cannot buy them anywhere. Because~ \>7

everything is not available in the other planets. It is available here only. It shall be brought
from nature. Without stone, soil, water, building can’t be built. It can be picked up from here.
No one takes from another planet. So basic facilities are are needed for human beings. Hence
permission should be given to this Quarry. This is a rain shadow area. In the villages of
Vadachithur, Panapetti Karacherry and Dekhani, agriculture is carried out for namesake, but
agricultural related activities are still performed. In every village there are small entrepreneurs
and industrialists and their work is extraordinary. There is hardwork behind the success of this
business. Therefore, this stone quarry project is the basic source of education, economy and

employment of this region. So | request you to give permission for this quarrying industry.

20.S.Abdul Jabbar, Vadachithur

Good evening everyone, my name is S. Abdul Jabbar, | am the vice president of
Vadasittur Panchayat. The Rajesh stone quarry is located at a distance of 20 kilometers from
Coimbatore in the southern part. There is development in all directions of Coimbatore. With
this quarry, the Southern region of Coimbatore will be developed. For this development,
construction materials are required. From now on, there will be tremendous growth like new
ring road and more new Industries. Taking all this into consideration, | would like to express my
opinion and the opinion of the public of Vadachithur that permission should be given to this

Rajesh Quarry at this time.

21.Karthikeyan, Panapatti

My name is Karthikeyan, | am from Panapatti and | own a department store in Panapatti.
Quarry will provide employment to 200 people, and they purchase their needs in my shop, so
our economy grows. The Economy also rises in the panapatti village. Also | am the PTA
President of Panpatti School. Opening of this quarry will benefit the schools, and they have
promised to pay Rs 5 lakh before the quarry is operational. The school has more than 200
students. The basic facilities are lacking. Also, if 5 lakhs are allocated through this grant, the
students will benefitted and the quality of the school will be improved. Parents in Panapatti

village also send Students to the School. So this quarry is good for the Panapatti.
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22. M. Gopalakrishnan Pannapatti

Hello everyone, my name is M. Gopalakrishnan Panapatti village, A Public Hearing is
being conducted for M. Rajesh. Mukilan, who spoke earlier, said that there are many houses
next to the quarry site, it is false information. All the houses around are farm houses. There are
no approved houses within 300 meters. He also said that there is a stream. There are no
stream around that land. Similarly, a Palaniandavar temple belongs only to our 4 to 5 families
who were worshipping since time of our ancestors. It is not a Government temple. We have
built and maintained a temple on a small scale. It is a private temple for our five or six families,
and this temple shall not be taken into account. We request you to grant appropriate

government license to the quarry named M.Rajesh, Thank you.

23. M. Sundarrajan, Karacherry

- Good evening everyone. | would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to
the District Revenue Officer and the District Environmental Engineer for attending this public
hearing meeting. It is very happy for coming this Quarry. There will be good employment for
people from outside State, Districts and drivers also. That panchayat also needs revenues.
They should provide the necessary facilities to the neighbouring villages as well. There is no

objection to issue permission to this Quarry.

24. Sivakumar, Ponnakkani

My name is Sivakumar Ponnakkani and we have no objection to issue license to this

Stone Quarry. It gives employmen to us. | am very happy.

The District Environmental Engineer has thanked District Revenue Officer, who is presiding
the meeting, Public who attended and expressed their views, Farmers, Environmentalist and

others. The meeting came to end.
No. of Petitions : 6

District Envi% Engineer, Special District Revenue Officer,

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Land Acquisition and Management Unit
Coimbatore South. Coimbatore District.
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