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Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted for the M/s.D. Sakthivel Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry, S.F.No. 2172A(Part), 217/2B, 217/4, 221/3(Part), 221/4A(Part),
221/4B(Part), 222/1(Part), 222/2, 222/3A, 222/3B1 & 223/2B of Thirumal Village, Kallikudi
Taluk, Madurai District held on 18/09/2024 at 11.00AM at M/s.Community Hall,
Thirumal Village, Kallikudi Taluk, Madurai District

Present:
Thi 1 L:
1 M. Shanthi _ : Revenue Divisional Officer,
"t Thirumangalam,
Madurai District.
2 1 D. Sugumar : | District Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai District
3 R. Udaya Assistant Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai District
4 Project Proponent and public : | As per Attendance Register
(Copy of Register is enclosed)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai

- The District Environmental Engineer cordially welcomed the Revenue Divisional

Officer, Thirumangalam, Madurai who presided over the public hearing conducted on that day.
He also welcomed the Revenue Department officials, Police Department officials, Press
people, Social Activists, proprietor of M/s. D.Sakthivel Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, Project

consultant, workers and the public who participated in the public hearing meeting.



In the beginning of the public hearing meeting, District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai explained that the press release about this public
hearing was issued in both Dinathanthi(Tamil) and The New Indian Express (English) newspaper
on 06/08/2024.

Sufficient publicity was made with regard to the public hearing meeting in nearby
villages on 16/09/2024 and 17/09/2024 using Auto rickshaw. Pamphlets were distributed to the
public. Posters were pasted at prominent places. Banners were also displayed. In addition to that
Environmental Impact Assessment Project Report and Executive Summary both in Tamil and
English have been placed for the public viewing on Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board website

and 5 main offices in Madurai district.

As per the EIA Notification, 14.09.2006, as amended on 2009, it is necessary to
conduct public hearing for grant of environmental clearance. Hence, public hearing for quarrying
of ordinary stones by M/s. S D. Sakthivel Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, S.F.No.
2172A(Part), 217/2B, 217/4, 221/3(Part), 221/4A(Part), 221/4B(Part), 222/1(Part), 222/2,
222/3A, 222/3B1 & 223/2B of Thirumal Village, Kallikudi Taluk, Madurai District over an
extent of 4.75.0 Hectare is being held today.

The District Environmental Engineer informed that public can express their views once
the presentation by the representatives of the unit is over. Thé views of the public will only be
recorded only and no decision will be arrived during this meeting. The recorded views of the
public will be sent to the SEIAA, Chennai with the approval of Revenue Divisional Officer,
Madurai. He kindly requested the public to register only the views related to this project by
mentioning their name and the name of the place clearly. Further, he said that the public can

express their views verbally or in writing.

The District Environmental Engineer welcomed Revenue Divisional Officer,

Thirumangalam, Madurai to preside over the meeting.



Technical presentation by Environmental Consultant

The Environmental Consultant M/s. D. Sakthivel Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry,
S.F.No. 217/2A(Part), 217/2B, 217/4, 221/3(Part), 221/4A(Part), 221/4B(Part), 222/1(Part),
222/2, 222/3A, 222/3B1 & 223/2B of Thirumal Village, Kallikudi Taluk, Madurai District
briefly explained the salient aspects of the proposed project.(Copy enclosed)

1. Ramaiah, Kuraiyur

Drinking water must be available within 300m. Is it available? Is the stone quarry

functioning as per the norms? First answer these questions sir.

You are telling about cubic meter. Explain about the measurement of length and

breadth.
We don't have sanctuaries in our village. What is wetland?

What is wetland? We're practicing agriculture surrounding the land. Is wetland
suitable for agriculture? Or not? Please tell about that. Explain about what type of land is a

wetland, he asked.

There is agricultural land surrounding the quarry. You said that you will inspect the
Kuraiyur water streams, tanks. When the quarry is excavated for 47m the water in the streams
and tanks will go into the quarry only. There won't be water in the tank. There will be shortage

of water for farming. So we don't want this quarry. Don't give permission to this quarry, he said.

Technical Presentation, Environmental Consultant
This quarry has got permission for 47m.

2. Kanivan, Thirumal

Revenue Divisional Officer, District Environmental Engineer have come here. Still, I
would like to remind you some matters. In Thirumal village there are 3 big irrigation tanks, 7

small ponds. In this, 2 ponds come within the ambit of 7 Survey Nos which are within a radius of
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50m. According to Minor Minerals Rules 1956, permission should not be given if there are
water resources within a radius of 50m. Also within a vicinity of 1km Nochikulam tank,
Maruthankulam tank and Kuraiyur tank are present. Permission is given for 47m. 47m equals to
155ft. The wells in our village are in the depth range of 40ft -50ft only. Then the entire water

will seep into the quarry.

This village consists of 200 pumpsets. Thirumal -village is a self reliant village in
agriculture in Kallikudi taluk. Most of the wells in our village will get dried. We have reports
stating that most of the water resources in our village are affected. We are ready to submit the
water test reports. Most of the people are objecting this project. Violation of law is also noticed.
All the people are against the establishment of this quarry. We have all studied the project report
in detail. 100m means 330ft, they are taking 3 hole size. If they excavate for a radius of 1km the
pollution level in this village will increase. Environment department officials should clarify in

which place they have inspected and reported that there is no pollution.

For the establishment of a quarry in 12 acres, the livelihood of agricultural labourers
dependent on agriculture in 800 acres is destroyed. Further you have stated that only 34 people
will be employed. 1000 families are residing here. 2000 people will have to vacate this area if
the project is implemented. Proposal has been set up for 10 years. According to Hon'ble
Minister Duraimurugan's words a quarry should not be set up within a radius of lkm from
ancient sites. There are many memorial symbols related to Jainism and Marudhu brothers in our
village. Further there are house sites within 300m inside the quarry. This is also a blatant
violation of law. Further I am ready to produce the evidence regarding cracks happened in my
own house which is situated within a radius of 1km from the quarry. We have sent petitions

regarding this to all department officials.
Officials should take a good decision without any partiality.

3. Pandian, Thirumal

Welcome. They are trying to abdicate my 6 acre land. This is our ancestral land. We

cannot give up this land. They assured me of compensation when I complained about the quarry



dust in my land. They have closed the irrigation tank which was the source for 37 streams. My
well of 24 kejam depth has dried. Where will we go leaving our ancestral deity and land?
There is a tank nearby. They have closed the tank by filling mud. There is no water in 37 tanks.
There was water only in my well. There is no water in nearby wells. I gave water to the general
public. Our family consists of 15 people. Can we all shift to other city? Please take measures to
stop pollution invading my agricultural land. Irrigation tank was closed without giving space for

cattle grazing.

4. C. Nethaji, Tamilnadu Farmers Protection Organization State Deputy General

Secretary, Usilampatti.

Greetings to all. Every stone quarries should be within the law. There are no stone
quarries functioning within the rules in Tamilnadu. Permission should not be given to the
proposed M/s D. Sakthivel Stone Quarry in Survey No.s 217, 221, 222, 223, with an area of 4.75
hectare, 12 acres. According to Minor Minerals Rules 1959 Sec 36(1), within 300m from the
quarry there should not be pond, high tension electric pole, houses. There is no gap of 10m
between the already existing quarrying site and the present quarry. So, I plead that permission
should not be given to this quarry. According to Indian Electricity Act 1956, Section 83/2 there
should be a gap of 300m or 1000ft between the quarry and electric tower. But, there is an
electric tower within 23m from the west side of the quarry. This is against the violation of law.
Further low tension electric wires must be in a distance of 50m. But a 220kva big tower line is
passing through this place. Accbrding to rules, there should be a distance of 10m from the

existing quarry. But, here this is also violated.

Near Survey No. 221/B, in the eastern side in Survey No. 221/4C there is already an
existing quarry. Project report is prepared without showing the status of that quarry. We can
notice this violation in the Google Map shown in Environmental Impact Assessment Report

book (page no. 14/2.4). So, as per law permission should not be given to this quarry.

According to Minor Minor Rules 1959 Section 36(1), there should be a distance of 300m
from the quarrying site and permanent buildings like approved house sites, Village natham,

temple, Government's continuous houses, Green homes. There is a house in the northwest
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direction 290m from the quarrying site. In the northeast direction within 295m there is a house
and a temple. There is a house in S.F.No. 15 in Kuraiyur Bit 1 village, which is situated to the
Southwest of S.F.No. 221 of the quarry in a distance of 285m. But, according to the revenue
documents the house is in a demolished condition. It is illegally entered in the records as there
are no occupants in the house. According to Minor Minerals Rules, if there is mark in the UDR
document, even if the house is in a dilapidated or demolished state it has to be considered as a

house site. I found this truth with the help of RTI Act.

There are permanent non recognized settlements around the quarry. If we give
permission to these violating quarries, there is possibility of human death as happened in Aviyur
village, Virudhunagar District in May 1. Further there are several houses indicated according to
Google map. In the eastern side around 231, 234, 237m and in the western side around 231,
250m there are houses. We can see in the Google map showing 5 houses near the quarry. So,
permission should not be given to this quarry according to rules. In English project report page
no 100A, Sec 19, there is a picture showing houses within 300m in Northeast, North, Northwest
and Southeast directions from the quarry. There are many court judgments stating that quarrying
operations should not be conducted within 500m radius from water bodies like lakes. Further it
is stated in Minor Minerals Rules 1959 that if there are any water bodies like ponds, a distance of

50m should be maintained between the quarry and the water body.

Further, in S.F. No. 221/14B of the quarry in a distance of 65m in South direction in
Kuraiyur Bit 1 village, S.F. No 21 there is a big irrigation tank named Paraikulam kanmoi
spanning 299hectares. The quarry is going to be established near this irrigation tank. When a
hole of 125ft is dug, the water in the irrigation tank gets dried and agriculture will fail in this

region.

According to State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority's rules to conduct a
public hearing 45 types of documents should be produced. But, here there are only 15
documents. This meeting should have been conducted only after displaying the 45 type of

documents to the public view. So, permission should not be given to this quarry.



An application was filed for this quarry in State Environmental Impact Assessment
Authority on 12.04.2024. But air pollution tests were conducted on 01.03. 2024 itself. A false
report was submitted by conducting air survey before filing application for the quarry. To
conduct air survey we need electricity. We questioned the officials and quarry owners regarding
with which electric supply line number was the air survey tests conducted. The air survey report
was falsely prepared without obtaining any electric connection. We have lost ground water by
destroying nature. Fountains are destroyed by quarrying activities. We are drinking acid by
extracting bore water from nearly 800ft underground. We are drinking water at the cost of Rs.10
for a pot. Due to quarrying, natural variety of fishes are destroyed in their eggs. Thar kendai,
Uchikal kendai, Kezhuthi, Ayirai fishes are to be found in streams. It is our responsibility to
conserve bio diversity. Due to noise generated from explosives used in quarrying these fish
varieties are destroyed in their eggs. Due to sound from explosives deers get frightened and fall
in the quarrying pit which leads to their death. NASA scientists say that today earth has got
down around 8cm. The land is exploited more only in America and India. As a result of this the
topography of our earth's land has changed. Further, seasonal rains have faltered. There is a
video being circulated in Whatsapp groups by debate speakers Raja and Bharathi stating that in a
decade we have to suffer for even getting a proper food. Since there is violation of all rules,

permission should not be given to this quarry.

So, to safeguard farmer's welfare we have planned an agitation in of this organization on
19.09.2024. A representative from stone quarry has admitted this bribe issue in a private channel
interview. Even if general public like us point out the laws, officers get their palms greased and

involve in these type of activities. So, permissison should not be given to this quarry.

5. Ramar, Nochikulam

Gr;aetings to all. Are the quarrying operations carried out within the said rules in the
existing projects till date? Nothing is happening. Till date we have sent petitions to every
Government departments. You are trying to fool the people. The notice which has to be pasted
on 12th date is pasted on 21st. They say it has been pasted on the instruction of Revenue

Divisional Officer. People are aware that this project is wrong. Still why are you all coming



here to implement this project. Is destroying the habitat of people the only goal of officials? Is
destroying the irrigation tank possessed by 35 panchayats morally right? People's power is god's
power. You have all depleted the people so much. 3 villages have been damaged. People have
lost their patience. We have sent directly many petitions to the District Collector also. Still why
are you conducting these type of public hearing meetings. Leave the thought that we can earn

money by destroying people.

6. Balasubramaniam, Thirumal

Greetings. I have a farm adjacent to the quarry by 350m. In that place there are 20
families. If the quarry is established, the 20 families will be forced to commit suicide. For the
prosperity of one family don't destroy the livelihood of 20 families. On behalf of the village

people I request to not give permission for the quarrying operations.

7. Annadurai, Arapalayam, Madurai

Greetings to all. When we turn from the Fourway road towards this village, we see that
this area is predominantly an agricultural area. We can see that most of the people are involved
in cattle rearing in this area. We can't find any water in the irrigation tanks of this area. We can't
practice farming without water. Hence, agriculture will be destroyed. In the state of Karnataka
the area of agricultural land is being expanded and they are refusing to give water to our people.
In Tamilnadu to destroy agriculture, permission is given to these type of quarries. Only sparse
amount of people will get employment from these quarries. In a village of 4000 people only 25

people will get employed.

With a daily wage of Rs.400/- we can't do anything. If we expand the 100 days work
program there is no need for working of these quarries itself. Inspite of people's opposition,
keeping revenue generation in mind Tamilnadu Government is giving permission to these type of
quarries. The money which goes to Government is less when compared to the money which
goes as bribe to the officials. We can conquer about Rs. 100 crore from each of the official's

house. That too we can conquer 500 crores of rupees from offficials working in Secretariat.



Tamilnadu is moving towards a pathetic situation like this. Tamilnadu Government
should drop these kind of projects and instead implement with the help of Revenue Divisional
~ Officer plans like Goat rearing, Cow rearing, Agricultural improvement, desilting of canals and
so on. For the establishment of a stone quarry 45 type of documents is required. But here there
are only 15 documents. Remaining 30 documents are not present. Which means this is a
fradulent project. So, granting license to this quarry by District administration, Tamilnadu
Pollution Control Board and other departments should be temporarily stopped. I request on
behalf of the people and myself not to give permission to this quarry. He said that incase the

quarry is established, they will participate in all the agitations against the quarry.

8. Thiru. Gnanasekaran, Katchaikatti

'Greetings. I speak as a victim of quarrying operations carried out in the Vadipatti
region. During the establishment of stone quarry it is assured that the people will be employed in
those quarries. But, day and night machines are used for quarrying operations. These works are
carried out without following any rules. There is no proper response if we give petition to any
department. I got eye wash replies for the 22 petitions which I lodged through Mudhalvarin
Mugavari, District Collector. Quarring operations are carried out in our area for 15 years. The
greenish pastures of land in our area are now surrounded with deep holes. There are dangers of

occurence of accidents. In our region there are 82 quarries.

Even the saliva of our people contains dust. We are affected by breathing issues,
lung ailments, cancer and other diseases. Even after giving petition to the District Collector
_there is no action. All the people should be united against the establishment of this quarry. In
the vicinity of éur house, per day nearly 300 lorries are running without any covers. Officials are
reluctant to involve in this issue stating that it is a matter of high level. For the employment of
35 people why should a public hearing of this scale should be conducted? Has any other
meetings conducted like this for the development of villages? They are taking us to a situation
where we cannot explain about minerals to our next generation. Due to quarries the groundwater

level in our village has depleted below 200m.



Without water every well has been dried. Due to the contamination of drinking water
with the explosive powder 32 people in the recent 4 years were affected with cancer, kidney
failure and have resulted in loss of lives. No quarry is carried out as per law. According to law,
explosives should be used only at 7 AM & 2 P.M. But, day & night stones are transported in
lorries. Government departments are ignoring these activities. It is happy to seé that the entire
village is against this quarry. If the people are united no one can do any harm to them. If the
officials go through the Minor Minerals Rules there is no need to conduct this public hearing.
The meeting should be conducted on the basis of the 270 pages of that rules. Out of 40
documents only 15 is present. It is wrong procedure to conduct public hearing for this quarry.
We are conducting an agitation opposite to Panagal Maligai in Chennai on 19.09.2024. I request
the support of the people of this village for that agitation. My wife, mother and I myself have

sinus problem. We are affected only by stone quarries.

In Makkaludan Mudhalvar camp there was no responsible officer to register our
complaint regarding evacuation of quarry and crusher industries in our area. So, I registered that
petition with the Police department. Officials like Sagayam will not come to every place. We
have to protect ourselves. If we allow this quarry, our children will be affected with’ infertility.
In our village infertility has increased. We are not able to identify the exact reason for it. We
will be pushed to a situation where we caﬁ't show natural environment to our next generation. If
the stone quarry comes within the ambit of all rules you can give permission to it. We won't

interrupt it.

9. Sivasakthibalan, Nochikulam

I extend my greetings to Hon'ble Revenue Divisional Officer and elders of Thirumal
village. I have come here to speak on behalf of Nochikulam village. I have to explain in brief
why I came here. Notices have to be issued in our village on behalf of Pollution Control Board.
The reason is in S.F Nos 217/3, 221/3 222/4, 223/4 have been mentioned out of 10 S.F nos
stating that quarry is going to be set up to extract small stones. If it is small stones will they not
blast the rocks is my query. This S.F no is nearby to our village. You can check with your

FMB. This place consists of a big irrigation tank which is a source for 6-7 villageé. In what
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basis this meeting is conducted, can Pollution Control Board assure that those places will not be

affected,

There is no necessity for this meeting to be conducted. It has to be rejected. The
criteria to reject is in your own records. Why are you conducting this public hearing. It is not
possible with the documents you have. Sir should give an explanation for this. We have our
ancestral temple 200m within the .S.F . No. We have built it at a cost of 20-30 lakhs of rupees to
be worshipped by 2000 to 3000 people. If you blast the rocks, our temple will get demolished.
Don't we want to pray to our deities? We can't behave in a way which affects our deities.

TempIe is there.

This place is water resources rich area, a place where family resides. Is this a place to
take gravel? How are you giving permission to this? I have a question for Pollution Control
Board, at what distance should people reside from a quarry so that Pollution Control Board will
reject the proposal. Why does Pollution Control Board come for inspection in such a densely
populated rural area. We are ready to listen to Sir's explanation on this. A quarry already
permitted by Pollution Control Board is already digging above 300m. First answer these two

questions sir. Answering us is your responsibility.

After having a discussion with VAO, RI, Tahsildar you have come here for this public
hearing. Every people in our villége are paying taxes. According to FMB what is the distance
between the S.F. nos mentioned and the houses here. Not even half a kilometre. The irrigation
tank present there is the main source for six villages. It has gates in 5 places. Even after

knowing all these how does Pollution Control Board come here to conduct a public hearing?

In the S.Nos provided in their application you can see that there are dense habitations
while comparing with FMB. You can see that irrigation tanks are also present nearby.
Catchment areas are also present nearby. Are you conducting this meeting without being aware

of the distance between these sites?
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10. Thiru. Kaniyan

Sir, I have a question. Is this an agricultural land? Or under barren land? Have you seen
this document? Revenue Divisional Officer should also answer this. This land W1th S.F Nos
217,221 comes under agricultural land. Can we issue quarrying license to a land which falls

under agricultural land? Explain the environmental law involving this, sir.

We'll file a case not only involving the quarry owner but also all the officials. We are
speaking according to the rules. Don't think you can escape. We're not saying that we don't

want quarry, we're saying that we don't want quarry in agricultural land.

11.Thiru. Balamurugan,Thirumal

We have a quarry in our village. Due to quarry we are facing water scarcity. People
have not felt the issue till now. In past there was plenty of water. Now we're waiting for water

vehicle from 5SA.M. So, I request not to issue permission for this Sakthivel Quarry.

12. Thiru. Selvaraj, Kambur

Greetings to all. People's federation against theft of mineral resources, We're
participating in all public hearings, particularly in Madurai District and point out vthe violation of
rules by stone quarries. We are indebted to clear some matters to the public and the officials.
Revenue Department along with Pollution Control Board is conducting this meeting. It falls
under the discretion of Revenue Department whether this quarry can function or not. Other
departments come into the picture after analysing the pros & cons of establishing a quarry in this

place.

After obtaining reports from VAO, RI, Tahsildar, RDO, Collector, it will go to the
next stage. Reports are scrutinized on the basis that, whether there was any irrigation tank in the
area? Is agricultural land present? Is any house present? Leaving these things aside you are
saying that you will send this to State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, they'll only
decide on the status on the application is not a valid point. They are deciding only in the second

place but before hand why have you decided to set up stone quarty in this place? Due to people's
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ignorance you are trying to set up quarries in every place. Why was Minor Minerals Rules 1959
brought into force. No biodiversity should be affected. No people should be affected.
Agricultural land should not get affected. This act was to conserve archaelogical and historical

symbols.

Even a small child knows that the quarry should not be established under this Act. But
here in the name of public hearing you are wasting people's energy and time. Recently there was
a problem due to quarrying in Melur area. If you look down from the Stone quatry, you will be
hospitalized. It is dug in that scale. Every official inspected and gave permission to those
quarries. An honest officer Sagayam came and prévented this activity. Now again they're trying
to bring back granite quarries. After 2 month's of continuous efforts we have stopped that
project. We have stopped it in Aiyapatti, Sekkipatti regions. Here, the questions asked by the
people is right. I've a question for Revenue Department, even after so many things how did you

give permission to this.

The occurrence of landslides in Wayanad was due to quarries like this. Nearly bodily
remains of 500 people was taken with amputed legs, hands. Do we need a situation like this?
This situation is approaching us. We're not speaking on behalf of anyone with any intention.
We're speaking for officials also. You are also going to live in this village only. Your family is
also going to live in this place. Permission should not be given to projects which affect the

environment with closed eyes. It is not right to give permission to everything for the sake of

money. Only if we unite irrespective of party, caste, people, language, religion, economic status,

gender, we can safeguard the environment. Leaving that for want of money if we dig the earth
continuously, everybody will die sooner than later. Before 4 days, India's highest temperature
was recorded in Madurai. What is the reason for this? If it rains, it rains excessively. Heat
waves are also experienced excessively. What is the reason for this? Is the nature responsible

for it. We're committing sin by doing these kind of mistakes which affect the natural resources.

People are well aware of the rules. Officials said that it is our responsibility to conduct

the meeting and the final decision will be taken by the high command. The act of you
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conducting the meeting itself is wrong is exhibited by the people. Friends correctly explained

about the Minor Minerals Rules 1959. Houses are present.

A report sprawling for 400 pages is available online. Rule states that if a high tension
electric tower is situated within 300m from the quarry, the quarry should not be operated. But
you've altered the rule for High tension electric tower. Who gave you the permission for it. Did
you draft the constitution. Madurai district is the only place having more number of stone
quarries. That there are consequent public hearings for quarrying in Thirumangalam region.
Officers should think differently. There are thousand ways to earn money. People, themselves
are against the quarry. You are working in our tax money. We, the people are the bosses for
you. Inspite of this if the quarry comes into operation then it'll be understood that you work for
some other bosses and not the people. People raised there voices here in a big scaie against the
quarry. Inspite of less number of seating capacity, most of the people gathered here and raised
their voice against the quarry in unison. We congratulate and thank the people of Thirumal
village for this. I take my seat by once again stating that permission should not be given to this

quarry. Thank You.

13. Thiru. Palani, Thirumal

We'll face water scarcity if the stone quarry comes into effect. We are getting water from
Santhanam kanmoi. If the quarry is set up, water in the tank will get blocked. Drinking water is
present in that place only. Other places don't have drinking water facilities. There is more
salinity in those waters. If we dig quarry near the streams, it will affect the people. Permission
should not be given for this. Grazing lands will get affected. Areas surrounding Kallanai are

filled with quarries. So, officials should not give permission to this.

14. Sivasakthibalan, Nochikulam

I have a question for Revenue Divisional Officer. Every tank was filled with Vaigai river
water last time, but not in our tank. We've submitted a petition on behalf of Nochikulam village.
Only by blocking water supply you can show our land as barren land. Can we take that officials

conspired to show our land as barren land so as to easily establish the quarry?
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Revenue Divisional Officer

It is the work of Public Works Department. You have to ask them only.

Sivasakthibalan, Nochikulam

This is not the work of Public Works Department médam. Without the involvement of
Revenue Department, Public Works Department officials won't arrive to a decision by meeting
within themselves. Will the water come again or not? Will you assure us of it? If you supply
water, supply it for entire Madurai District, or else don't release the water. Should we take it as
that by not proQiding us with water you are trying to show this land as barren land and ensure

easy access for quarrying operations.

15. Murugan, Keezha Uppiligundu

In May day there was an explosion in a stone quarry which resulted in the loss of lives of
4 people. Immediately the District Collector ordered for the permanent closure of that quarry.
Further, in the viéinity of around 150m, which comprises of small villages, many houses
developed cracks due to that explosion. There was an oral instruction that the Collector should
inspect those houses and provide relief to the people, but till now no such compensation has

reached the people. .

Like the brother , who spoke before me, there is a plan to make our lands barren. For the
past two years water from the Vaigai dam reached Kadamangalam, Koodakovil, Uppiligundu for
farming activities. Since Kadamangalam quarry was dug upto a depth of 300ft citing the
incovenience these water cause to the duarrying operation, the water was stopped before it
reaches this irrigation tank. I've filed a petition in the Madurai Bench of Madras High Court, for
the stoppage of quarrying operations. I've got a verdict for that. Still they've gone for an appeal
from the Quarry owner side. In this situation, I've argued with the Tahsildar and the Police
department officials, that the matter is sub judice but still they're operating the quarry. For that
the Police Inspector replied me that there is no quarrying operation only crushers are being
operated in that site, they're only crushing the stones procured from other locations.
Neighbourhood agricultural lands are badly affected by dust emanating from quarry.
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Local people can have a look at it. They've purchased all the land in the village. There is
no agriculture. So, the people are forced to sell their land for a paltry sum and are forced to go as
construction labourers in Madurai District. That situation should not happen in Thirumal village
is our concern. We've stop this stone quarry from coming into operation. I've brought the details
regarding the persons who died in the quarry, case details of my petition in High Court and other
details. I plead the people to cooperate for this cause and stop the quarry from coming into

operation.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai

The District Environmental Engineer thanked respeéted' Revenue Divisional Officer,
Madurai for presiding over the public hearing meeting and thanked all the Government officials,
police officers, press friends, social activists and public on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution

Control Board.

The meeting came to an end

vy

4
District Environmental Engineer, Revenue | \Pvisional Officer
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Thirumangalam
Madurai. _ Madurai.

Enclosures:

1. Copy of Press release (Public Notice published in Tamil & English) for notifying the Public
Hearing meeting.

2.Copy of attendance sheet of the Public Hearing ( Total Pages 10 & 91 Persons)

3. Copy of Audio & Video (DVD-Disc) of the Public hearing proceedings.

4. Written petitions submitted by the Public.
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