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4 TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CON]‘ROL BOARD
Minutes of the Phblic Heérinq Meeting of M/s. Shri_Selva Vihaavaqa Blue Metal
~ (Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry) located at S.F.No, 171/1A(Part) & 171/1B(Part)
of Kuppam Village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur District over an extent of 4.30.5 Hectares

held on 13.08.2024 at 12.00 P.M Murugan Thirumana Mandapam, No.198/1,

‘Athipalaiyam Road, Kuppam Village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur District.'
Participants |
' 1. Thiru. M. Kannan,
~ District Revenue Officer,
Karur.
2. Er.V. Jayakumar,
District Environrhental Engineer(FAC),
TNPCB, Karur. |
3. Public hearing — As per List.'

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer in her welcome address-.on behalf of the

District Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board welcomed all the
participant to attend the Public hearing. Also, the M/s. Shri Selva.Vinéy_aga Blue Metal
(Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry) had applied to conduct a Public hearing regarding the
quarrying. According to the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 2006 order,
Public hearing meeting of Public hearing opinion for the above projects has been made
mandatory. So the Public hearing meeting is being held on today's date. In‘this regard,
an adyertisement has already been made in DinaThanthi dated 10.07.2024 and The
~ New Indian Express dated 10.07.2024 in Tamil and English Newspapers and the copies
of the Environmental Impact Assessment. Report related to this project were placed for
Public hearing views at the District Collector's Office, District Industrial Centre and
Panchayat Union Office a month ago. She also informed that thé Public hearing
announcement about the meeting was made through loudspeaker, leaflets and posters
on 09.08.2024 in Kuppam and surrounding villages. She also informéd that the

summary report in Tamil and English related to the said project has also been uploaded
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on the website of Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board for Public hearing viewing. Then
~ the Revenue Divisional Officer askedfhir'n to preside over the meeting.
District Revenue Officer:

The District Revenue Officer, who presided over the address, welcomed the
audience to the Public hearing. He ha's informed that Public hearing meeting for M/s.
Shri Selva Vinayaga Blue Metals (Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry) is being conducted
as per government guidelines. He also said that the information related to the project
has already been uploaded on the websites. He then asked the general Public hearing
to express their views clearly and concisely without any hesitation. He informed that all
the opinions of the Public hearing participating in this meeting will be for boreded to the.
government without any discrimination. He also said that the project consultants of the
company are currently going to explain the information related to this project to you.

PI’OJeCt Proponent Enwronmental consultant Geo Technical Mining Solutlons

He said that all Departmental Government officials |nclud|ng District Revenue
Officer and District Environmental Engineer, Press Friends, Environmentalists and
Police Officers are welcome to participate in this Public hearing meeting. He explained
the details of the proposed project as follows. -

[N

. Details of the project site

Project Map

500 meter radius satellite photo

Satellite photograph of projeet site

Photograph of project site

Total Geological Resources and Total Quarry Reserves
Features surrounding the broject site_
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Basic environmental monitoring
9. Land Environment
10.land use - 10 Km radius
11. Soil environment
12.Water environment ‘
13. Topographic map's-howing Iocafions where water quality has been studied
14.Results of water quality survey
15.Climate _
~16.Land map showing locations of air quality monitoring

- 17.Results of air quality survey



18.Map of wind direction

19.Sound environment

20.Ground map showing locations where sound levels have been studied
21.Results of Volume Study

22.Anticipated environmental impacts and preventive measures
23. Anticipated Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures
24 Water sprinkling on roads

25.Construction of green belt development

26.Environmental Management Plan

27.QOccupational Health and Safety

28.Conclusion and Benefits of the Scheme

District Environmental Engineer:

She asked the Public hearing to register their name and address and give their
views on the project accordingly.
1. Mr. B. Sampath, Karur:

Rermission can be given to the unit of Selvavinayaka quarry and it will directly or

indirectly provide employment opportunities to the poor people, as well as benefit the
people of this area. | request you to give permission to this quarry.
2. Mr. Lakshmikandan, AIYF, District President, Karur :

He greeted everyone. | have already expressed my concern at the hearing of

Best Blue Metal Quarry. Adequate safety measures should be ensured. Requesting that
the officials who are monitoring this should show some concern for the worker., Further,
| say Permission can be given this Selvavinayaka qUarry.

3. Mr. S. Balakrishnan, Indian Communist Party, North President:

He greeted everyone. Selva Vinayaka Blue Metal is operating at a distance of 1
km from my house in Kuppam Village, Panchayanguttai area. It has been operating for
the last 5-6 years and there is no threat to the farmers or the public in the vicinity. As
the area is more than 100 acres, there is no harm to the farmers as far as | know.

Hence, permission can be given to this quarry.

4. Mr. Kumar, Kuppam:

He greeted everyone. | am expressing my full support for the establishment of
this Selvavinayaka Blue Metal because | am a farmer, a labourer, and jobs are

important for wage laborers because of this project there is an opportunity to get

—us .



employment for various people. Driver, mason involved in construction, plasterer, and
when a building is completed, electrician, painter all get employment in this profession
and | support Selvavinayaka Blue Metal.
5. Mr. Murugesan, Kuppam :
There is no objection for the construction of this Quarry.

6. Mr. Sivakumar, Kuppam:

There is no objection to the setting up of the Quarry.

7. Mr. Selvam: Punnamchatram

This quarry has been running for 5 years. They are gi\)ing employment to
everyone, they can give permission, hence there is no objection for me.

8. Mr. Perivasamy, Kuppam:

There is no objection for the construction of this quarry.

9. Mr. Palaniswami, Antisanglipalayam:

| hereby declare that | have no objection to grant permission to this
Selvavinayaka Blue Metal Quarry if it runs as per rules. Is this quarry licensed? Isn't it?
The Tamil Nadu website is not working properly. Quarry details are available on the
Internet in all states, but not in Tamil Nadu.
10.Mr. K. Murthi, Kalipalayam:

| request that permission be given to Selva Vinayaka Blue metal.

11.Mr. Shanmugam, Kuppam:

Selva Vinayaka may grant permission to Blue Metal.

12.Mr. Sivakumar, Puthurpatti:

There is no objection to the setting up of the Quarry.

13.Mr. Shanmugam, Anti-lllegal stone quarry Movement, Karur:

First of all, we would like to extend our greetings to the District Revenue Officer
and the District Environmental Engineer who are presiding over the public hearing
meeting for M/s. Selvavinayaka Blue Metal Quarry, which is jointly organized by the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the District Administration. Tamil Nadu
government rule is that if a quarry is to be set up it should be set up as per Tamil Nadu
Minor Minerals Rules 1959 but are all the quarries that can be operated here run as per
Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules? If means no. Because all the violations
are going on in all the quarries. We keep saying in all hearing meeting is that according
to the Tamil Nadu Minor Minerals Rules, 45 types of documents set by the government

should be attached and examined and then a hearing should be held. So only if there



are 45 types of documents these quarries can know and comment on what mistakes
and violations are happening. Without these documents we cannot comment. That is
why we are asking to cancel this hearing in the first place. However, we are committed
to continuing to voice our opinions as the quarry consultation continues. According to
Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Rules, if there are houses, plots, water bodies, waterways,
power towers, carriageways, within a 300 meter radius, permission should not be given.

If you look in the quarry field of this quarry there is a house in survey number
184. Similarly, there is a house in the north atSF No.183. Similarly, there is a house on
the north side at SF No.187. On the south side of this quarry there are houses in Survey
No. 163. Apart from that there is a house in survey no.179 on the northern side. Apart
from that, the house is at a distance of 269 meters in the south-east area as determined
by Google Maps. Similarly, there are houses at a distance of 159 meters on the western
side and 177 meters on the northern side of the quarry. The Minor Minerals Rules state
that no permission should be given for such quarrying even if there are houses, plots of
land and water tanks. So permission should not be given to this quarry as there are any
policy issues. We are not against any quarries because our aim is that the quarries
should be run according to the law, if they are run according to the rules we don't expect
it. Various environmental impacts are happening in Tamil Nadu now. Different climate
changes are happening in our country. Even today it is 102 degree heat, | can't sit here.
Today is the rainy season during the windy month of Adi. But the temperature is very
high. What is the reason? This meeting is all about how to deal with it and how to solve
it. In this meeting, this impact is caused by this quarry.

There are various scientific phenomena going on that we are not aware of.
Different kinds of particles are flying in the air and we are breathing them all. Similarly,
this quarry is causing water damage. They are mining 200 feet to 300 feet deep.
Therefore, the ground water is affected and the environment is not suitable for
agriculture. Moreover, in this project report, the designer says that there are no factories
within 10 km radius. . Tamil Nadu Newspaper Paper Mill Company alone is enough to
cause pollution, apart from that many stone quarries are operating within a radius of 10
km and also gravel quarry is also operating due to which there is huge environmental
damage. | thank you for giving me the opportunity by saying that this quarry should not
be allowed at any time because there are various violations in this quarry.

14.Mr. M. Chandanam, Vallipuram:

There is no objection for the construction of this quarry.

-



15.Mr. Kuthanidevel, Antipatti:

There is no objection for the construction of this quarry.
16.Mr. N. Sakthivel, Antipatti:

| support to give permission to Selva Vinayaka Quarry.
17.Mr. Bhupathi, Thalaiyuthupatti:

Permission may be granted without any objection.
18.Mr. R. Arjunan, Thalaiyuthupatti:

There is no objection for the construction of this quarry.
19.Mr. L. Rajakumar, Antipatti:

The reason for starting this quarry in the first place is because of our land, we
were the first to set it up. Since then there has been no threat or disturbance to the
public. There are still lands on our side, so far there has been no water pollution or air
pollution. The crusher, who was following the procedure with safety, therefore did not
raise any objection. Only those who are nearby know the difficulty. Pollution control
means they have put up walls, planted trees, sprinkled water, kept the roads clean, but
what else do the businessmen have to do? There is nothing you can expect because
when it is clean and there is no pollution. There are no grounds for objection when such
is the case.

20.Mr.R.S. Mukilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environment Protection

Directorate, Karur:

Respected District Revenue Officer, chairman of Seva Vinayakaa Quarry
consultation meeting at Kuppam village jointly organized by Karur district administration
and Tamil Nadu pollution control board. On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Environment
Protection Movement, on behalf of which we can all depend, | extend my
congratulations and salutations to the pollution control officer who may be leading this,
to the various departmental officials who are present here, to the police and journalists,
to the public and to the quarry owner.

The planners showed up front what the impact would be if a quarry were to be
built and how we would fix that impact. The most important thing is that what they have
said in the report they may have given is that there are no houses within a radius of 300
meters. Rule No. 36-1A of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959 states that no
quarrying permit shall be granted within 300 meters of a residential area. When it comes
to residential area, it has been clearly stated that as indicated by the revenue

department documents and houses approved by the village panchayat and houses in



DTCP, if any, permission should not be given within 300 meters. What | have in my hand
is the revenue department"s document field map, village map. What | have in my hand is
the map of Kuppam village which showing in the northern part of field 171, within about
100 meters, there are houses in field no.184. Similarly, there are two houses in plot
no.183 at 295 meters on the northern side. It has all these in the northern part. All this is
mapped within 300 meters. Next, there is a house within 200 meters in plot no.187. It is
shown in the village map. It remains the same. Apart from that, there are 2 houses on
the south side of plot no.163 at 295 meters. Likewise, there is a house\in the north-west
part of it in field no..1 79. Thus, in the/village map itself, ‘nearly seven houses are shown
at a distance of 300 meters. He said that how permission could be given for this quarry.
Another thing is that under Section 83 of the Indian Electricity Act 1956 2 (Indian
Electricity Act 1956 Section 83 Part-2) what it Says is that a high power tower i.e., if the
power line passes, a quarry should not be constructed within 50 meters. Quarries
should not be located within 300 meters of Towerline.

The Towerline runs within about 100 meters of the north side of this quarry. The
tower line goes within 300 meters on the southern side. In this way, this quarry cannot
be legally operated within 300 meters including the high-power tower. This quarry has
already been acquired in 171/1, 2 on the southern border of this field and the permit has
already been completed in 2023, 11 months. But so far they have taken stones illegally.
That quarry also cannot be renewed. Please tell the truth if the quarriers ask. Don't
make them spend crores and crores of money by lying and finally cancelling the license.
We're telling you right now. They will ask permission again. He said that you should
make sure that you do not give false information to the Village Administrative Officer
(VAQ), Revenue Inspector (RI) and Tahsildar who may be there. Because so many
houses are in violation.

In Field no.185 1A, 1B, 1C, there is a stream runs near the quarry. The quarry is
20 meters away from the stream. The location of the stream is not shown. The stream is
not shown flowing. It is 50 meters from the stream. But the stream itself is not shown.
Not only this in SF No. 109 also do not have a gap of 20 feet to this stream. A gap of 50
meters should be left for the stream in document. The village administrative officer said
that none of the project planners told about the existence of the stream. Mining plan did
not say, he said not in anything. But it is in record, the village map also clearly shows
the stream. There is a stream at a distance of 50 meters on the west side. No problem

with that. But the stream runs along the quarry on the eastern edge and is not shown. It



is not legally tied to the stream. If you go again, you have to cancel and bring a new
mining plan. Therefore permission cannot be granted on this basis.

Similarly, there are more temporary and permanent residences within the radius
of 300 meters than the approved houses. Legally, this quarry cannot be permitted due
to blasting. Not only that, the latitude and longitude of the place where the quarry can be
located in the image of the Google is taken from the outside of the Pillar stone which
can be said to be a boundary stone. The house is at 177 meters on the north side of the
quarry. Similarly, there is a house at 269 meters on the south-east side. Similarly, there
is a house at 159 meters on the western side of the quarry. This is a picture taken from
the sky. The then approved houses and temporary workers' permanent residences are
in the picture. The powerline is 50 meters between the stream. In Tirupur District
Kangeyam area of Uthukuli village called Kattar Sattar, the low voltage power leakage is
20 meters nearby the temporary residence of the workers and did not give permission to
quarry. Please take this as an example. After giving permission, it becomes a problem
and you have to stop everything. We are talking about the law. In a town called
kattarsatar, a quarry called Palanichami is just 10, 15 meters low-voltage electricity and
can be left there. If it is illegal then the permit for quarrying is cancelled in Tirupur
District. We went to Virudhunagar district, we spoke to the District Collector and they
closed down 5 quarries. Closed in Pudukottai district. Karur district is the only one
without any action. Please do something good.

We provide this much evidence. If it affects you, we will tell you. Apart from that
Rule No.10-A of Minor Mineral Concession Rule Page No.69 states that no applicant
shall grant more than 2 leases to any specified person in the State. He already has 2
quarries in AvadianPalayam. Many companies are running like this. Therefore
permission should not be given to this quarry on legal grounds. Apart from that, for
Green belt, the Government is planting 1.5 crores trees. Quarries do not plant native
species of trees as per the government norms. If it is maintained properly, this heat will
not exist. No one knows about the problems that this quarry could cause. Everyone
within a radius of 3 kilometers around the quarry is sure to have diabetes and there are
people who developed diabetes at the age of 18. The reason is the quarries. If diabetes
occurs, everyone will be sterile and childless. We can talk about development but this is
not development. Do medical checkp to people within a 1 kilometer radius of a potential

new quarry.



Hundreds of people have been screened for cancer in Erode district. Erode
District Collector and Erode District Minister together have conducted 100 test centres
because one person in each house has cancer. Erode district has more hospitals than
restaurants, if there are 5 shops in one building, there will be a tea shop, a grocery
shop, a medical shop. Along with the grocery store and tea shop, theré is a medical
shop. Don't come to that situation, save this land. You, the officials, have written Exams.
Do a medical examination in this area. Medical examination How many people have
diabetes, how many people have sterility, how many people have asthma (the district
revenue officer interrupted and said that he was conducting medical examination from
house to house in the medical field) What | am saying is that the problem is that people
do not know what causes the disease. Only when nothing is possible do they seek a
doctor, the district revenue officer interrupted and said that a special camp would be
held. Take action on all Quarries All these people who have come together are quarry
people. please take action because roads are affected a lot.

Take action against vehicles running excessively on the roads. If a drop of water
is to be taken from aabandoned quarry, the chief secretary should give an order. But in
the morningthey are taking water from the quarrywhich is adjacent to Annai Blue Metal.
What the quarrymen said when they bought the permit is that we are making income
from people's property above 3 feet. What needs to be done is to convert this pit into a
vvéter storage tank. It should be used for agriculture around it and no M-sand owner
buys water from outside. If from where they take it, they take it from the quarry pit,
which is illegal, wire fences, explosives, etc. should be done legally. Selva Vinayaka
quarry has been operating in Kuppam for a long time and this quarry is not legally
eligible to operate. If it is said to be running, how can it be running without legal
qualification? SEIAA, the minister can buy licence, we will stop them and we have
history on that. We ourselves have stopped more than a hundred quarries. Please don't
do it even if the project designer asks for the quarry which is operating illegally. Don't do
it now. Do it only if it's legal. What kind of game is this to say that the authorities have
written a TNPSC Exam and said that they did it without knowing it? Other people's life
problems Take action against such officials District Collectors are all running from the
ED department so if we make a mistake we cannot escape. We have informed you in a
petition 10 days ago, in person and in RTI, please tell the district administration head.
VAO to Tazildhar, Kotatsyar, AD Mines send a circular that 300 meters away even if the

houses are dilapidated or dilapidated it means a house.



On this basis, there is no document produced by us to show the existence of the
house, the only one we have taken is the Google Map, all the other hidden documents
of the government are hidden documents. We went to Chennai to bring Village map. Not
showing anything so please send a circular to everyone please take action if false report
is given. | am giving you the model to take drastic action through Department Act. In
Tirupur district, action was taken against those who said they did it unknowingly. The
District Revenue Officer interrupted to point out and take action. He said he would send
a copy to them. It is their duty and responsibility to protect the soil, take action against
the illegal quarries, apart from that, a humble request to you, | have asked you a
question in the Right to Information Act, the Supreme Court had issued an order to
protect this quarry, District Governor 12 Quarry said. But when Jaganathan died in
2022, 42 quarries were said by the district head. | asked you to give all this and after |
appealed AD Mines you sent it yesterday. You who have the file to give is your
responsibility if the district revenue officer does not answer the question in the RT! Act
how can we get the details so please reply to the RTI Act given by us.

Because we will have to put you in a critical situation. Officials who have to do
according to law, we are going to see where we have filed a petition, no response, we
are going to appeal, no response. So pls reply to protect the soil and in general
employment for laborers is a big scam no labourer has any ESI, PF insurance. Even if
the worker dies, there is no benefit to him. Take proper action in Karur district which has
already experienced 3.5 Richter earthquake, this area should be protected from
destruction like Wayanad, not only that, the area which has already reached 116
degrees Fahrenheit, schools have been given vacation due to excessive heat, this area
should not be destroyed, but young officials like you should help to restore this area.
What does the law say you have to do for this? Act accordingly. Officials should do
according to the law. Protect the soil. This quarrying cannot be permitted on the basis of
statutory provisions. For the next meeting, ask the District Collector to come for the
public hearing meeting. There are 11 assembly constituencies in Madurai district, which
is a big district, and they are coming for the public hearing meeting. There are 8
assembly constituencies in Tirupur district and they are coming for a hearing. There are
7 assembly constituencies in Dindigul District coming for the hearing. There are only 4
assembly constituencies in Karur District but District Collector don't come for the public

hearing meeting and AD Mines do not come.



AD Mines could have taken action after hearing sb many problems, AD Mines

has to cometo all the meetings, it is not compulsory to come, the district revenue officer
of thé fevenue department and the’hdistrict' environmental enginéef, ev’en_ifAthere are
only two people, AD Mines came to know the people's problems when he was in
Namakkal. He says he won't come here now, please tell him to come, only then he will

know what the problem is, all the evidence we give is true. If we give fake information’s,

take criminal action against us. Last month, we met SEIAA officials, if you say that there

is evidence, they'are-asking to take classes to our employees. They are asking them to

take classes on Thursday and Friday. There is a law, there is a rule, please .work -

according to the law and the rule, don't ask us to take classes for you. | say that

permission should not be given to this quarry as per law. He ended his speech by -

saying thank you for the opportunity.
- The District Environmental Engineer said that the minutes of the- public hearing

will be recorded in video and text form and sent to the State Environmental Impact

Assessment Authority (SEIAA).

District Environmental Engineer:

Finally, in his speech of thanks, he expressed his grat'itude.on behalf of the

district administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board to the government

officials including the District Revenue Officer, the police, journalists, and the public for

~ presiding over this public opinion meeting. Finally the national anthem was played. Also,

the public opinion meeting was completed.

District Environmekal Engineer (FACA), District ReveXue Officer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Karur District.
Karur '
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