Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted for the M/s.Tvl. Suganya Blue Metals
Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, S.F.No.108/2D, 109/1, 109/2C, 109/3A,
109/3B, 109/4, 109/6, '109/ 10A, 109/10B, 109/12, 110/1A, 110/1B, 110/1C,
110/1D, 110/1E, 110/ 1F, 110/1G, 110/1H, 110/11, 110/ 1J, 110/1K, 110/1L
and 110/1M of Ulagani Village, Kallikudi Taluk, Madurai District held on
06/11/2024 at 11.00AM at M/s. Vaigai Mahal, No.15/1/ 1, Vifudhunagar Road,
Melakottai Vilakku, Thirumangalam, Madurai District. o

Present:

Thiruvalargal:

1 G. Kannan : Revenue Divisional Officer,
Thirumangalam,

Madurai Distrigt.

2 D. Sugumar : District Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,

Madurai District

3 R. Udaya _ , 4 Assistant Environmental Engineer,
' " TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai District = -

4, G. Sivakumar : Thasildar,
Kalikudi,
Madurai District

5 Project Proponent and public : | As per Attendance Register
' (Copy of Register is enclosed)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai

Good morning everyone. Everyone will be given an opportunity to express

their views in a peaceful manner. So he asked them to express their views in a calm

manner.



-~ Revenue Divisional Officer, Thirumalagam, Madurai

Good morning everyone. Survey No. 108 D and its surrounding areas in
" Ulagani village of Kallikudi circle, its owner has sought permission to set up a Rough
stone Quarry. The Public Hearing meeting is conducted by the Pollution Control Board
on behalf of the District Collector. Therefore, he kiﬁdly requested the public to record
their views by mentioning name and village name only regarding the project. He said

that the public can express their views orally or in written form.

Technical presentation by Environmental Consultant

The Envifonmenfal Consultant M/s. Tvl. Suganya Blue Metals Rough Stone

and Gravel Quarry, S.F.No. S.F.No.108/2D, 109/1, 109/2C, 109/3A, 109/3B, 109/4,

109/6, 109/10A, 109/10B, 109/12, 110/1A, 110./1B, 110/1C, 110/1D, 110/1E,

110/1F, 110/1G, 110/1H, 110/11, 110/1J, 110/1K, l.iO/IL and 110/1M of Ulagani

Village, Kallikudi Taluk, Madurai District_briefly explained the salient aspects of the
proposed project.(Copy enclosed) '

. Revenue Divisional Officer, Thirumalagam, Madurai

" He said that if the ideas are brief and clear then everyone will get a chance.

1. C. Nethaji, Tamilnadu Farmers Protection Organization State Deputy General
Secretary, Usilampatti.

, M/s. Suganya Blue Metals Rough stone and Gravel Quarry
S.F.No.108/2D,,109/1, 109/2C, 109/3A, 109/3B, 109/4, 109/6, 109/10A, 109/10B,
109/12, 110/1A, 110/ 1B, IlO/lC, 110/1D, 110/1E, 110/1F, 110/1G, 110/1H,
110/11, 110/1J, 110/1K, 110/1L and 110/1M to express the views for giving
permission to 8 Acre Sukanya Stone Quarry this public hearing is held. The purpose
of the Public hearing meeting is to ensure that the environment of this area should not
be polluted, the soil should not be damaged, the mountain should not be damaged,
. and the people's livelihood should not be damaged by the quarry. The Revenue
Divisional Officer asked to be brief. But there is also a need to explain to the people
. what the impacts are as per the legal document. We also need to clear the Pollution

Control Bbard authorities.



Recently, three days ago, due to heavy rains, the hill near Stone Quarry
in Usilampatti collapsed 200 meters. It has been published in Dinamalar newspaper.
We all were talking about Wayanad last month. But today, there is a 200m mountain
slide in Usilampatti, which is .1ocated near us. This is due to the result‘of digging up

the earth to extract the limestone.

If the earth is being destroyed like this,' the creature will not survive. 70
species have become extinct due to environmental pollution. 70 species like fireflies,
sparrows, fish species, carp, carp, catfish, walleye.carp, black'carﬁ, round carp have
become extinct. I didn't say. According to govérnment documents, 70 species have
become extinct based on environmental impact. All our intentions are to 1ay down the
law for quarrieé. He said that if it is done according to the rules of the law, we welcome
it, but if it is done outside of the rules, then permission should not be given to the

quarries.

There are violations in Ulagani Village, Kallikkudi Taluk, Madurai District, |
there are Plot No.108. Approv‘éd houses, plots, permanent structures. According to
section 36(1) of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1956, approved houses,
panchayat and DTCP approved houses, permanent constructions subh as village
houses, temples, government compound houses, green houses as indicated in the
revenue department documents,' mining should be -carried out at a distance of 300
meters only. is clearly stated. But there is a house in Plot No. 112/2-3 at 30 meters
near Quarry Plot No. 110/1K in Ulagani Villagé (South).' As a result of which many
quarries were already operating in Ulagani village, many houses in that village were
- damaged. Last time the people said that the houses were shaking because of the

explosion.

He said that 10 meters (35 feet) should be provided if there is a
carriageway or footpath. The Minor Mineral Concessions Rules Act 1959 states that a
50m (175ft) gap should be left in case of Thar Road. The carriageway passes inside '
Plot No. 109/2C, 10A where Ulagani stone quarry is situated. There is no legal ’
clearance of 10 meters (35 feet) for carriageways. This carriageway is shown on the
field map in the Environmental Impact Assessment report. Also shown in the system

diagram.



A distance of 10m (35ft) from the carriageway to the quarry is required as
' per Section 36(1) of the Minor Minerals Rules Act 1959. But otherwise it is illegal to
have a carriageway inside the quarry. Further, Assistant Commissioner (Land
Administration) Madras stated that the Ordinance 26 Section 15 of the Revenue
Department's Standing Orders on Streams, Waterways and Streams clearly defines
streams and channels as government property, even if they are on private leased land
or have ‘a topographic track. They have given it as a document. So even if the
carriageway is on a private lease, it is legally government property. The carriageway

shown on this field map is not legally permitted to be cleared for the quarry.

The Minor Minerals Rules Act 1959 states that if there is a stream and
water bodies, a distance of 50 meters should be maintained. There is no gap of S0m to
the stream in plot no. 106 on the east side of plot no. 110/1F where Ulagani stone

quarry is located. A well is located in plot no 109/2A1. The well is S0m apart.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thirumalagam, Madurai
Summarize your views. Others should also post their views.

C. Nethaji, Tamilnadu Farmers Protection Organization State Deputy Géneral

Secretary, Usilampatti.

- Section 83(2) of the Indian.Electricity Act, 1956 clearly states that there
should be a distanhce 6f 300 m i.e. 1000 feet between the HT line and its power line
and the outer édge of the stone quarry field. Therefore the quarry. should not be
allowed under the Indian Electricity Act under this Act.

The ground water level on earth is decreasing. Water is available only by
digging more than 800 feet. Studies say that if there is no water in IOb feet to 150 feet,
it is not water at all. They have tested bottled water on social media. Bottled water
» does .not pass if current is applied. If the base is pléced in water, it passes. Many
. diseases like cancer and stone formation occur in humans when they drink non-

nutritional water.

There are no green belt developed anywhere in the quarries so far.

Quarries are saying 1500 trees have been planted so far. If all the quarries in Tamil
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Nadu planted trees it would have been turned into a forest. There is a rule that old
quarries should be closed. Ever: recently, the High Court has issued a notice to the
District Collector. Why not to close the quarries. If there is violation of court rules. Al
certificate issued by the villagé administration officer at FMB is the basis for this stone
quarry meeting. If proper information had been given, this ‘meeting would not have

taken place. Therefore, according to law, permission should not be given to this

quarry.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thirumalagam, Madurai

Summarize your points. Everything happens according to rules. You can't
break’ the rules. Two years ago people were not called for public hearing to give
permission for stone quarry, at present, permission is given to the stone quarry only

after seeking public opinion.

2. Thiru. Mari, Ulagani

I come from Ulagani village. I am 30 years old. Quarrying has been a
business since my father's time. We are also currently working in Stone Quarry. It has
been 15 years since the quarry started. There is no harm to us. They have done a lot
to help the schools since the quarry.'They have als6 helped the villages. We can't do
agriculture in our village because the soil is that way. At that place is the Stone
Quarry itself. We are working on it. Therefore, I request you to give permission to the

quarry so that it does not affect our livelihood.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thirumalagam, Madurai-

If you express your views briefly like the one who has just spoken, you can

record everyone's views.

3. Thiru. R. Pandiyaraj, Nedungulam

I am a native of Nedungulam village. This quarry has been in existence for 15
years in the village of Kallani Acchankulam. This does not affect agriculture. Water

bodies are not affected. Agriculture is going well. Employment opportunities are



available to the youth. They are helping schools and temples. So I give consent to this
. Stone Quarry in Nedungulam Ulagani village. :

"4, Miss. Sharmila, Chinna Ulagani,

v I am living in Chinna Ulagani village. Sukanya Crusher has been
operatlng for the past 15 years, there is no harm to us or the public. At present we

give our full consent to the Quarry which is located in the Great World.

5. Thiru. Pandian, Chinna Ulagani

I come from a Chinna Ulagéni. The whole house is cracked due to the
explosion. The water tank in the house is broken. Agriculture has been affected. They
ask their workers for feedback. That's not real feedback. Ask the villagers and the
youth for their opinion. Houses and buildings in the village have collapsed. My whole
house is cracked by the 5 o'clock blast. This is true sir. Due to this everyone has
problems like asthma. I also have shortness of breath. The dust has spread. If you ask
' the educated youth you will know.

6. Thiru. Rathinkumar, Chinna Ulagani

I am not here for a public debate. I have come to talk about my personal
problem. Your house in Muniyandipuram has cracked due to quarrying. All the
residences in the surrounding area are affected. But they say that they are doing it
according to the rules. I don't know if they are hiding it because it is an opinion
gathering. Now, in this'video. you are saying that we are only sending trucks at a speed
of 25 kmph. ‘

He said that 200 tipper lorries per day are moving with maximum weight,
see how much dust comes up and ask the authorities in the area. He said that the
officials come directly and inspect the affected houses in rural areas. No one can go to
that area after 6 pm to 7 pm. The exblosion in the quarry creates a vibration even
. here. Half of the people who have come here are Worlang in quarries. Similarly, they

. work in cigarette and liquor factories. But do we support that industry? No.



Similarly, it is our duty to tell people when there is a problem. As such, it
has a lot of im;bact. Agriculture has been affected. There is no water in agricultural
wells. Because the quarriés are dug deeper than the depth of the well. Quarries are
not following the rules regarding the permission'granted for quarrying they are
violating the dépth and width permitted. He said that they do not have the power to
prove this, sir. My request is that the quarries should not be expanded. Some

measures should be taken to maintain houses affected by quarry.

He said that explosives are used a lot and requested to control the existing
quarries first. After that we can think about giving permission to new quarries. He said
that this part is useless. It should be banned considering how much harm it causes to

the people in the surrounding environment while digging it.

7. Thiru. Kaliraj, Chinna Ulagani

He questioned that you give permission and you say that it is happening
according to the rules. He said that they explode more in the evening. All the houses
are shaking at a distance of about 3 km. Cattles are frightened by the explosions,
since giant explosives are used. They break the rules and dig too deep up to depth of
bore wells. He said that trucks leave from the quarry at the interval of at 10 trucks pér
minute. He questioned how can pollution not\ occur. M sand dust transported by

trucks flies in the air across the village. There is no traffic like that in other villages.

But in Ulagani area, there'is a lot of damage due to the heavy traffic of
trucks from the- quarry to the transport village. You can't wear a white shirt in village.
If you wear a white shirt and walk half a kilometer away, the shirt will be covered in
dust. They say they spray water on the truck to reduce dust. But they do it only for .
half a kilometer inside the quarry. They don't do that in village roads. '

All the people are against this quarry. But no one knows that the meeting
will take place. They manage their people, their workers. They say that if you take a

photo, don't let anyone know. outside. Therefore, permission should not be given to

this quarry.



8. Thiru. Marimuthu, Chinna Ulagani

As more quarries are operating in our village, more trucks are passing by.
' The wheels of trucks are up to 24 wheels. Please let us know how many wheeled
" trucks are requlred to ply our village roads. Up to 12 wheeler trucks can go but 24
wheeler trucks cause road damage. Explosive blasts can also cause shock to the

unborn child.

The mood of the unborn child will be affected. There is such a high
vibrational level. Cracks are common in houses. So how many houses are like this
should be counted. Frequent lorries cause air pollution due to dust. I request you not

to give permission for this quarry considering the problems like breathing and asthma.

9. Thiru. Rajavel, Chinna Ulagani

Today they are asking us for a views for setting up of qﬁarry in our village.
Chinna Ulagani village is the most affected by rock blasts in Ulagani village. Now we
are all fine. But the place where we go after death is cremation. Where is that
' crematorium? The quarry is situated in between the duarry. We are living in such a

- situation that after some time there is no way out of the crematorium.

Even on the way to the crematorium, the man was unable to walk. Think
about it. Locals are unable to go to the plot of land or even to the crematonum for
burial. This is because of all the vehicles. He sa1d that countless number of carriages
pass by. Trucks carry heavy loads. Trucks keep coming and going in

Muniyandipuram, even children are unable to go.

He said that dust flies elsewhere. There is another tea shop next to it. Shall
we drink tea? No drinking dust? There is a school and a temple in Chinna Ulgani
village. It's mostly dust. My house, which was built in 1964, is vibrating due to the
explosmn of the old garage. Those who spoke earlier said. That the quarries provide

work. Everyone in village works there.

He questioned will 100 people work? Should 1000 families suffer for 100
, working families? Will you see 100 people? Or will you see 1000 people? My village, my
village, my people should all be well. That's what matters to me. Important to my
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family. That's what matters to people like me. Give it a thought if there is no harm in

it. So, our village does not need this quarry.

10.Thiru. Murugan, Kallanai

He greeted the officials.I live in Kallani village. The quarry of this company is
already located in our village. This does not affect any water bodies or other villages.

Many families from our village are working in this village.

They provide various assistance to schools and temples from their own
funds in village related matters. In addition to that, they have organized sports ‘
competitions to encourage the youth in the field of sports. Also, during the accident
that happened 4 years ago in. the Kallani Nedungkulam road area, the quarfymen '

helped to fix it in their own vehicle. Therefore, I hereby agree to give permission to this

quarry.

11. Thiru. Selvaraj, Kambur

Hello everyone. We are creating awareness about environment in
Tamilnadu level. Participating in various Stone Quarry hearings and what regulations
are being followed in the respective Stone Quarry-as per the law. We have.attended

many meetings held at the Tamil Nadu level especially regarding the violation.

RDO said to summarize the ideas in br1ef most of the people who attend
these meetmgs are local villagers who speak only briefly. That's all they know. They
talk about only two things. We need a quarry, that is our livelihood. Others point out
vulnerability. |

This is not just a public hearing. They have uploaded the EIA Draft online.

300 to 400 pages. Few people can read it. Some people come here and read only a few

pages.

If we are talking about it, we are talking for the environment. There is no
purpose other than this. We don't talk politics. I would like to speak for 5 minutes on
what norms have been violated in the report.‘. In 2022, the India Meteorological

Department announced a report. Madurai district is one of the cities that will be most

-



affected by environmental and climate change. We have been seeing this for a few days

now.

The sun was beating high. Hottest on record. What is the reason for this? Is
, hature the cause? No, we humans are the reason. As such, more rain has been
' recorded. This has never happened before. How can we keep opening the quarry like
this? People's livelihood and employment should take it to the next level. Stone Quarry
should be given permission only considering that agriculture, people, water bodies etc.
should not be affected.

The Madurai High Court recently issued a statement. You open quarries
and then abandon them and it is the people who suffer. Wire fence is not co.nstructed
properly. We can talk about this here. In some places, hearings are held throughout
the day. In Madurai district., wire fences are not erected in quarries following proper
regulations. How many lives are lost due to this? Cattle have been killed. Only a few of

these have been reported.

There are many quarries in Melur area of our village without even a wire
fence. No compensation is given to those people. We do not examine any
. documentation for these meetings while contacting the State Environmental Impact
. Assessment Officers. It is the officers below who examine everything. Do not engage in

hearing meetings. We are just listening to the officials below us.

He questioned that why should a hearing be held to say this? You can give
yourself permission to leave. Why don't the authorities consider it wheh we are talking
about breaking all the barriers and investigatirig everything. He also said that they are

not doing proper research.

The Madurai High Court recently issued a statement that, you open
quarries and then abandon them and it is the people who suffer, he said that wire
fence is not constructed properly. He said that in some places, public hearings are
held throughout the day. In Madurai District, wire fences are not erected in quarries
following proper regulations. How many lives are lost due to this? Cattle have been

killed. Only a few of these have been reported.
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There are many quarries in Melur area of our viilage without even a wire
fence. No corhpensation is given to those people. We do not examine any
documentation for these meetings while contacting the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Officers. It is the officers below whb examine everything. Do not éngage in

hearing meetings. We are just listening to the officials below us.

He questioned why should a hearing be held to say this? You can give
yourself permission to operate this quarry. Why don't the authorities consider it when
we are talking about breaking all the barriers and investigating everything. Not doing -
proper research. The officials there, including the Forest Secretary, have assured us

that a proper investigation will be done after looking at our report.

Various norms have been violated in this Stone Quarry as well. In the
Environmental Impact Assessment Report the date as per TOR is 25.06.2024. But it is
incorrect in law to have Surveyed and reported the baseline monitoring period from
December 1, 2022 to February 28, 2023, about nineteen months before the TOR

sanction was granted.

That is, they say that they did the research before asking for permission
to go to Stone Quarry. In what way is this fair? You have included a study conducted
in several places. He has applied only on 11.12.2023 but it is pointed out that

examination was done before one year which is a huge violation of law.

People said there is no problem when talking here. Moreover, some people
pointed out some problems. This is something that cannot be found in many meetings. '
They told about their vulnerability. Dust Emission, lorry goes by often. That causes ’

vibration. Rules have been violated as per Govt Act 1959 there is Natham Porampoke.

‘ He said that there is a carriageway, there is a well. Despite all this, how
do you ask for feedback? Is it right to hold a final public hearing after everything is
over? He also said that get feedback early and then do all the actions. Therefore, I
request that permission should not be given to this illegal quarry.
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12. Thiru. Annamuthu, Ulagani

I belong to Periya Ulagani village. The current quarry is located in our area.
Everyone says that you should not permit this quarry. ’i‘he quarry has been operating
for 40 years. So far no one has been harmed. If that happened, there would be no need

to run a quarry. Stone Quarry is our livelihood. Many of those who came to speak are
‘ people who work at Stone Quarry. Our livelihood is Stone Quarry and there is no other
’ factory or factory here.

Our father got us educated by working at Stone Quarry. My younger sister
is currently a doctor. They say damage occurs. No one has elaborated.on that. All the
people who work at Stone Quarry are locals.. There are no outsiders. Stone Quarry
gives us more job opportunities. If this will affect Ulagani village, but we are not
affected. It is said that disability oceurs. I am 30 years old and have no health
problems. My brothers also have no handicap. If something like that happens in some
place, it should not be attributed to it. They are speaking froin the farmers

association.

Mineral resources are smuggled from Usilampatti. Tell them to stop it. Are

the people of Usilampatti going to know about the vulnerability that we do not know
from Ulagani village? The deer is coming, He said people who are 20 km away will

‘ know what the impact will be. Don't we know that it has been running for say 40 years
Cif it is set up anew? Government authorities should take note of this and give

permission for this.

Revenue Divisional Officer

'Keep calm. Support or objection can be expressed in writing. The
government has ‘made the rules. Everything will be proceeded according to the rules. It
is important that everythmg happens without harming the public. So, if you express

your views in a peaceful manner, every‘thmg will be recorded.

13. Thiru. Ganasekaran, Social activist, Vadipatti-

[ am from Vadipatti area. Kachaikatti village is where most of the quarries are

working in our area. About 25 quarries have been operating in our area for 22 years.
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At that time, the Public hearing meeting did not take place. We are also not aware of

- it. We were just saying that they were digging for a grave somewhere.

After 22 years, only the present generation is aware of its impact. The
quarries are operating in violation of the rules. All .heavy vehicles carry heavy loads.
You do not understand the impact of quarrying in your village for 5-6 years. Water W111
come to our village if we dig by hand. At present only more than 900 feet is available.
This much has been affected by the quarry. People also get shortﬁess of breath and-
lung problems. All Panchabuthas are affected by Stone Quarry.

It is enough to cut the necessary stones for our village. Why send to other
states? You consider this work as the main work and do not feel the impact. They
explode. According to the 1959 rules, the blast should be done only at 2 o'clock. What

time do they explode in our village? They have violated the government rule.

Thére is only objection during the public hearing meeting; They say that
everything is blindfolded and we bring water in the truck by putting a tarpaulin on it.
But it doesn't do that. Come and see our villagé. We have given 37 petitions. But there
is no right answer, we can sleép everyday. Do they dig according to the

measurements permitted? No.

Stone Quarry is inspected only in case of any accident. In between no
officer goes into the stone quarry. Even if there are a thousand flaws, it is there if it is
given in writing. We went directly and said no answer. My mother, brother and wife ‘
have all sufferedi from lung problems, shortness of breath and sinus problems in our

village. If you go to the doctor, he says that pollution is high in your village.

If you don't prevent it in the early stages, the damage is yours. Blasting in
the quarries mixes directly with the water in the quarries, and the spring water mixes
directly with the borewells and wells. This will affect it. You don't understand this. Our
country ranks Sth out of 175th globally in deforestation. No quarry stops in between.
They stop only in case of any mishap. Quarries should be dug gddually, that is not

done anywhere.

You.say it is not like that in our village. The generations that come after

you will fall into that pit. It is enough to take what is needed for our Tamil Nadu. 1
13



have given 32 pgetitioné. There is no answer. They look indifferently. Think of the next

generation. Water resources and soil fertility should not be affected.

Revenue Divisional Officer

Do you want to this public hearing meeting? Or not, everyone knows all

the explanations. Summarize your views will be recorded.

Thiru. Ganasekaran, Social activist, Vadipatti

It is impossible to summarize like a journalist. We express our pain. He
requested that in case of violation the responsible person to be contacted should be

published, the contact number of the person should be given.

Revenue Divisional Officer

Evetryone can express their views if they cooperate with us and share their
views in brief. Our valuable preciéus time will not be wasted. Therefore, brief

comments can be recorded.

14. Thiru. Sakthivel, Kallanai

The quarry has been operating in my village for 15 years. Hundreds of families
from our area work in the quarry. We have no problem. Therefore, I request you to

‘ provide quarry to Ulagani village as well.

15. Thiru. Prabaharan, Periya Ulagani

[ farm more than 100 acres. I have 5 pump sets. There is no impact on’ water
bodies or agriculture. They help everyone. They help schools, tei‘nples etc. Job

opportunities are available. Therefore, 1 requesf you to allow this.

16. Thiru. Rama Aanjuneya, NGO

We agree to come to this quarry. We are also submitting a written letter for this.
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17. Thiru. Rajendran, Kallanai

There is no problem with this quarry. They help the school and the temple.
They provide financial assistance for road construction. Employment is available.

Therefore, we agree to this. They say no to this. But we want Stone Quarry.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai

The District Environmental Engineer thanked respected Revenue Divisional
Officer, Madurai for presiding over the public hearing meeting and thanked all the
Government officials, police officers, press friends, social activists and public on behalf

of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

The meeting came to an end

AL

\
District Em ngineer, Revenue Divisional Officer
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, , Thirumangalam
Madurai. - Madurai.
Enclosures:

1. Copy of Press release (Public Notice published in Tamil & English) for notifying the
Public Hearing meeting. ’
2.Copy of attendance sheet of the Public Hearing ( Total Pages' 12 & 108 Persons)

3. Copy of Audio & Video (DVD-Disc) of the Public hearing proceedings.

4. Written petitions submitted by the Public.
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