MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
EVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM STATE ENVIRONMENT IMPACT
ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY (SEJAA} - TAMIL NADU FOR THE PROPOSED

BLACK GRANITE QUARRY OF M/s. TAMIL NADU MINERALS LIMITED, OVER

AN EXTENT OF 8.46.0 HEC LOCATED IN S.F.NO. 315, 316 AND 317/1,

SATHANUR VILLAGE, THANDRAMPATTU TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI
DISTRICT, HELD ON 13.11.2024 AT 11.00 AM IN M/S. SRI VENKATESHWARA

THIRUMANA MAHAL, SATHANUR VILLAGE, THANDRAMPATTU TALUK,
TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT. :

Present:

1. | Thiru.D. Baskara Pandiyan, IAS._, District Collector,
Tiruvannamalai District,
Tiruvannamalai.

2. | Tmt. T. Kalaiselvi, District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

3. !Thiru. K. Prem Kumar Assistant Engi.n'eér,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

4, | Thiru. V. Kathirvelan Assisltant Engineer, _
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruvannamalai.

5. |Tmt. A. Amutha o Assistant Manager,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

6. | Public and Environmentalists 39 persons (list enclosed).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Poilution Control
Board, Tiruvannamalai welcomed the respected District Collector,
Tiruvannamalai, other Government  Officials, General Public, and
Environmentalists for the Public Hcaring meeting for the proposed Black

Granite Quarry.

The District Environmental Engineer informed that as per
theEnvironmental Impact Assessment Notification 2006, éll Lthe projects and
activities listed in the schedule to the notification shall require prior
Environmental Clearance from the Ministry of Environment, Forests and
Climate Change, GOI / State Environment Impact Asscssment Authority.

The process of obtaining Environmental Clearancefor certain cases involves



public consultaticn, and hence the public hearing meeting is being
conducted today for the proposed Black Granite Quarry ofM/s. Tamil Nadu
Minerals Limited, over an extent of 8.46.0 hectare in Sathanur Village,

Thandrampattu Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District.

As per theEnvironmental Impact Assessment Notification 2006, it is
mandatory to conduct public hearing meeting where the opinions of the
public will be obtained through oralor in written statementsand the minutes
of the meeting will be recorded and submitted to the State Environment
Impact Assessmenl Authoerity for the mining projects (Individual or Cluster
extent) above 5 hect of area. The public notices [or this public hearing
meeting were published in dailics of “New Indian Express” (English) & “Dina
Malar” (Tamil) on 02.10.2024with the approval of the District Collector,
Tiruvannamalai for this proposed Black granite Quarry of M/s. Tamil Nadu

Minerals Limited.

Further, the District Environmental Engineer informed that proposed
project and Environmental Impact Assessment Study report details will be
explained through power point presentation by the project proponent. After
that, public can express their views, suggestions and comments one by one
either in oral or in written format on the said project, The opinions &
suggestions of the public & environmentalists will bhe recorded and

submitted to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority,

The District Collector instructed the project proponent to explain
about the proposed Blackgranite Quarry and the particulars cof the
Environmental Impact Assessment study conducted by them to the public in

detail.

On behall of the project proponenlt Thiru. E. Ganesan, Depuly
Manager, M/s. TamilNadu Minerals Ltd,explained the details of the
project and theEnvironmental Impact Assessment study conducted by

them through power point presentation.



Then the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai requested the public to
express their views/suggestions/comments in oral or written statement one

by one after registering their name and address.
The following arc the views represented by the public.

1. Mr.Arivazhagan, Sathanur Village,

He greeted the District Cellector and officials and expressed his views
as follows: 1 have been living in Sathanur village for 48 years. Currently,
through the Tamil Nadu Minerals Limited Company, you have come to the
public seeking environmental permission for setting up this quarry under
the Sathanur panchaval, [ am going to record some comments about this
village. The same mincral rcsource company has been mining mineral
resources at three places in Sathanur Panchayat area for more than 30
years. Due to the exlraction ol these mineral resocurces, the people of this
Sathanur panchayat have suffered a lot of damage. Central government and
Tamil Nadu government should not issue this environmental clearance so
that the damage does not happen again. Now [ am going to tell what
problems these people are facing becausc of the existing quarries. Two
members of the same family - a woman named Pachaimmal and her
daughter Monisha - died at the site where the black stone was quarried.
They both died in March 2021. After the quarry was commissioned, the
officials of the Tamil Nadu Minerals Limited did not visit the quarry crater in
person. Even today the pits formed in Sathanur because of the quarries arc
not closed and the area remains an unsafe environment. When people go to
the place to bathe or wash clothes, they get into it without knowing its
depth, causing casualties. After the death of Monisha and Pachaiammal, one
Mr. Ponmudi, a resident of Alapangutta village in Sathanur Mathura, went
to bathe and drowned in the water. There have been threce deaths in a single
crater. A baby girl was found dead in the quarry pit near this 8-hectare plot
of land where you are proposing the establishment of this new quarry. A
total of four fatalities. Also, this mineral resource company has not spent
even a single rupee from the revenue earned from the extraction of mineral

resources either to the Sathanur village Panchayat or the nine surrounding



villages of Sathanur. Similarly, no one visited from the Tamil Nadu Minerals
Limited company for these four casualties. We don’t even know if the news
of the deaths had reached them. We villagers have arranged for the
postmortem, got the death certificates and buried them. Based on this we
have all the documents to prosecute but even so no compensation has been
awarded for the loss of lives. Now we are 50 percent healthy. Already, a
private sugar mill is operating in a nearby village, as per the mecting held at
the district collector's office without obtaining environmental clearance.
Even today we are suffering from dust allergy caused by the particulates
from that sugar factory., Currently, there is a 75 percent chance of
respiratory distress for the people. Let me give yvou an example, if you wash
a white dhoti at night and leave it to dry on the terrace clothesline, the dhoti
would have turned black due to the pollution of the air caused by the
factory’s activities. Such an amount of air pollution is now being in
prevalence. Therefore, pollution would definitely happen in this granite
quarry that you are now proposing. There will also be noise pollution. In
your reference to noise pollution in the presentation, you said a depth of 31
feet length. That is, you are planning to construct a quarry to a depth of 100
feet. If a quarry is constructed at a depth of 100 feet, it should be borne in
mind that there are agricultural lands around the quarry. Al] the wells on
these agricultural lands will be affected. When the groundwater level
decreases, agriculture will suffer. Therefore, this environmental clearance
should not be granted te this project. No permission should he given to
extract mineral resources at Sathanur Panchayat or any town for this
matter. Similarly, those existing pits dug by this mineral company to a
depth of about 60 to 70 feet, without even a perimeter fence for more than
25 vears, causing casualties, should be closed immediately. The Tamil Nadu
Minerals Limited company should be immediately involved in this problem
and the people of S8athanur should be given life protection. On behalf of the
people of Sathanur panchayat, I, Arivazhagan, a social activist, make this
request to you. Today there are so many problems in Sathanur panchayat.
However, the government does not seem to have heeded any of the

problems. About 70 years ago, water was supplied to all the towns in the
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District from the same Sathanur Dam for basic needs. However, only after
50 vyears of construction of the planned Sathanur Dam, the joint drinking
water project was implemented after public protests. Similarly, this
Sathanur village with a population of around 15,000 and 8000 voters does
not even have a primary health center (ll date. The health center, which was
commissioned when Sathanur Dam was built after a great struggle is
located just opposite this meeting hall without even basic facilities. In this
village of around of 20,000 people, n-ot even a primary health center has
been set up.
(At this juncture, the District Collector asked the speaker to express
his views pertaining to this project onlyand not on other irrelevant
squects] |

Then, Mr. Arivazhagan said, my request iS. that the government should
provide all the basic facilities to this village. Think about how much revenue
Tamil Nadu Minerals Limited company earned from these 3 quarries before,
how much mineral resources you took away from Sathanur village and how
much revenue you gave for this village in return. We put it on record that in
future, no extraction of mineral resources from Sathanur village should be
carfied out. If not, we will not grant permission on behalf of the people of
this village. Therefore, environmental clearance should not be granted by
Central and State Governments to this project. He concluded his speech by
stressing that this Black Granite Quarry should not be established n
Sathanur villagc.
2. Mr.Murali Mohan, Social Activist, Sathanur Village,

He greeted the District collector, Tiruvannamalai for presiding over
this meeting and wished the TNPCB officials, public and social activists who
are present in the meeting and expressed his views as follows: My opinion is
the same as the one expressed by Mr. Arivazhagan who spoke earlier. There
seems to be hope & goodwill when thinking on the lines of development
projects in this village for which we are getting so much income. But based
on our experience, we say that this is also a scam. Mr. Arivazhagan spoke
about four human casualties. But more than 20 goats and cows are dead

because of quarrying activities in this area. There is no protection. The old



man here whose daughter-in-law and granddaughter arc dead hecausc of
the existing quarries has not even been paid a single rupee as compensation
or relief measures. When that is the case, this development work is also a
sham. All the wells in our town are in the highlands. If a 100 feel trench is
dug here, all the well water will reach that trench. What will the farmers do
if the water gets to that quarry pit? Sathanur Dam hcre is of no usc to us.
We have requested water for agriculture from Sathanur Dam. This is also a
development work. But by not implementing such developmental works you
are destroying the mineral resources here instead. Firstly, account [or the
mineral resources already taken. Tell me how many trees you planted. Plant
trees in existing mineral deposits. Cover those craters. Build a fence around
it. After doing all this, come back and ask if you can extract the minerals
from here. Please let the bereaved families be compensated from the wealth
accumulated from these extracted mineral sales. Compensation should- also
be given for the death of geats and cows. So, we don't want this mineral
extraction projecl. Provide agricultural dam water for irrigation. Bring an IT
park in this area. Don't deslroy nalural resources. We have no faith in this
Tamil Nadu Minerals Limited company. They will come and destroy the
mountains and tell you that you will have all the benefits. They will leave it
as it is, There is no place even to graze goats and cows there. Therefore, our
view is that this mineral resource mine should not come up. Trees should be
planted where minerals have already been extracted. A fence should be
crected.  Compensation  should be given to the bereaved families.
Compensation should also be given to the families whosc goats and cows
have died. He concluded his speech by saying that we do not want this

mineral extraction quarry mn Sathanur village.

3.Mr. Raji, Sathanur Village,

He said that my daughter-in-law Chennammal and grand-daughter
Monisha both died three years ago after going to fetch water from the
existing quarry ditch. No compensation was given for this. Therefore, we
have no desire to welcome this project {quarry]. Carry out plantations and

don’t establish the quarry. We didn't get any compensation. The child



suffers without its mother. We have submitted petitions at all places
. including the District Collector's Office and Taluk Office. However, no funds
have beeﬁ provided even after three to four vears. ls the quarry being
proposed to kill people, goats and cows? Carry out plantations, build
factories and give employment to people. He concluded his speech by saying,

"We don't want this black granite quarry.”

"4 .Mr. Hariharan, Sathanur Village,

He greeted his wishes (o everyone including the District Collector and
expressed his views as follows: The villagers used to practice agriculture
throughout the year before the arrival of quarries. No borewells were used
for agriculture. Count how many bore wells there are after the advent of
gquarries. I myself along with many farmers have gone and petitioned the
Department of Geology & Mining regarding the drying up of wells for the last
10 to 15 years. There is no propef response from the officers of the
department. When I told the officer that even after the contract period is
over, they are extracting minerals and blasting stones, he said that the
contract period is over and that is not the case. So the officials are not even
coming to inspect anything. We are running for daily survival and our lives
should not be about protesting and pointing out the wrongdoings of
governments. The benefits of the project should be proclaimed well before
starting a project. But you are coming after obtaining all the orders of the
government. It is like carrying out all decisions and saying about thinking of
the same. Has any government official come to see how many wells there
were at the existing quarry sites and how it is now? None of the government
officials can tell me that there are so many wells and they are planting
crops. The current situation is a witness to this. Even today 40 to 50 acres
in the area cannot be cultivated. Il the district collector comes, we are ready
to show the same to him even this minute, There arc people who left this
town because they could not grow crops. The goats and cows died because
of not getting sick, but because of drinking the left alone water mixed with
explosives at the site. Two lives were lost falling into the 100-foot pits of the

existing quarries. People should not file a case; the government should strive



to file a case against the company. Two people have lost their lives in the
pits of the quarries and the government should ask the company about their
response to this. The victim is still hoping that the government will help. The
government should have done this firsl, But it didn't. How many years has it
been since they vacated the old quarry? The Tahsildar musl have come and
seen it. If we ask, they say they come and supcrvisc on a weekly or monthly
basis. If done so, two lives would not have died. [t is not possible for them to
say how many times they wvisited, how many times they sent notices, or how
many cases were filed. Because everyone has jobs to do. Life is not respected
here. They said in the appraisal report that they are exporting the cut stones
to China and Japan, and I wanted to ask, arc there no mountains in China
and Japan? There are. There are mountains cverywhere, But there are
people to ask right questions over there, here there are no people to ask
such questions. This is the truth. Import mineral resources from abroad,
and den’t take mineral resources from here. Would you want the mineral
wealth {0 exhaust in this generation? How many generations after us are
dependent on these mineral resources! Man is not the only living thing in
this planct, and he needs to include every creature in his consideration. We
should not be the only ones to benefit from it. 60 years later, if Tamil Nadu
needs mineral wealth, who will provide it? Will China and J apan give? Give
people development plans. You say we are te be given 4 lakhs, what will you
do with this, you will build a park or renovate a hospital. What about the
irony In clearing forests and planting trees in schools instead? The entire
forest is destroyed. Did the District Collector come and inform on the
expiration of the quarry’s contract? Have you taken a survey to see how
affected the farmers around yvou are? When doing project evaluation, you
say yvou'll do this and thal like a new maovie released today. But who
maintains the records of it? No immediate aclion was taken on the petitions
given by the people. They detonate the explosives at 6 in the morning before
we wake up from our slecp. There are schools around. A total of 15 school
vehicles are going in the morning and cvening. How will school vehicles

move when heavy vehicles from quarries are driving on 8-foot roads?



(At this juncture, the District Collector asked the speaker to express
his views pertaining only to this project and not on other irrelevant
subjects)

Then he continued: We are saying only after seeing he problems
caused by the quarry. Our panchayat does not need the income from this
quarry. We have no wish to welcome this quarry. He then concluded his
speech by saying that if this quarry gects cstablished, we will gather the
people and hold a huge protest against it.
5.Mr. Shanmugan, Sathanur Village,

He greeted the public with special meniion o the District Collector
and expressed his views as follows: 1 am from the Farmers Union. I know all
the problems caused by this quarry. And he concluded his speech by saying
that permission should not be granted for this project.

6.Mr. Ravi, Navakanoor Village,

He greeted everyone in the gathering and expressed his views as
follows: My home lown Nayakanocor lvi]lage is just 1 km away from here.
First, I register my opposition to this proposal. There are many -false
statements in thc project report submitted by the Deputy Manager of Tamil
Nadu Minerals Limited (TAMIN). There are many opinions against this. Let’s
not go into it. T will conclude with just four comments in this regard. The
Deputy Manager of TAMIN says they are no fossils located within 15 km
from the site. On the contrary, Veeranam area herc is a site of Neolithic
remains recognized by the Archacological Survey of India {ASI). Kappikal hill
is only 1 km away from thc proposed quarry site. Sathanur and Veeranam
areas are rich in ancient archaeological remains. I can tell you that there are
many Pallava Dynasty remains in the sites of Sathanur, Veeranam and
Mallikapuram Villages. Sathanur is an ancient commercial town with a rich
history of almost 10,000 vears. Today it may have gone backwards. The
Deputy Manager of TAMIN has lied that there are no archaeological remains
at this place. I cannot accept this. The rule is that no factories should come
up .where there are archeological remains. Is the government going to violate
this rule? Secondly, the deputy manager says things about environmental

zone, but ’'m not sure how he says it. This eco zone -spans 4000 square



kilometers encompassing region from Cuddalore to Nanjudurgam. If you dig
that mountain and take away a stone, i1t will keep falling. A mountain is not
only a mountain but a place of water storage. The mountains trap water
during rainy season and let it oul during summer. If this mountain is
quarried, what will the people around it do for water? [ can say the situation
1s same till Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri district. Similarly, if the rocky
mountains are cut, around10 districts of the State will have to go to other
states like Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala to survive the ensuing
famine. You are making 2 crore people vulnerable but say that you will
provide employment to only 30 people. Do we have to starve to death? We
supply water to all the villages from Sathanur Dam up to Kannamangalam
village. T ask everyone if they want to dic without water. He is speaking
about such an important region by kecping only a piece of paper in his
hand. The authorities of this proposed quarrydo not even say what kind of
stone it is. First quality stone is available only in our Tamil Nadu. Such
slones cannot be seen anywhere. You export such stones to Germany, Italy,
Japan, Arab countries and earn moeney. We will definitely not allow this plan
to materialize. What are we going to gain in dragging all the people to roads
and giving employment to only 30 people? He concluded his speech by
registering his opposition to the plan by saying that he agrees to the views of

those who spoke earlier.

7.M1r. Velayutham, Sathanur Village,

He said, here in the existing quarrics, because of the debris from
blasting, a person’s leg has been broken. Many birds die after drinking that
water. No official came to see this. Even though T told the District Collector
many times, he did not listen. So, we don't want this quarry project. He

ended his speech shouling protesis against this proposed project.

8.Mr. Karthigeyan, Social Activist, Sathanur Village,
He said, we don't want this granite quarry. Only by growing trees will
it rain. Agriculture can be done only when it rains. How can agriculture be

done if mountains are quarried? Can you eat money instead of food? Do you
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eat food or cat money? Why are you trying to destroy agriculture? How many
days can we eat with the money you give. So, he ended his speech protesting

this proposed project by saying, "We don't want this granite quarry.”

9.Mr. Murugesan, Sathanur Village,

He said that many people would be affected by this quarry. We had a
teacher named Arumugam. He and all the people could not go bevond the
guarry site to their respective farms for carrying out agriculture activities.
Therefore, he ended his speech protesting against the project by Sayingl, "We

don't want this granite quarry."”

The following 2 members of the public have expressed their
objection in writing that they are against the establishment of this

proposed quarry.-

S.No Named& Place L Comment
1 Thiru. €. Hariharan, _ Expressed objections against the
5/0. Sekar, quarry proposal.
Nam Tamilar Katchi
MavattaTalaivar,
Sathanur Village,
ChengamTokuli,

Thandrampattu Taluk,
Tiruvannamalal District,

2 | Thiru. Raji, Expressed objections against the
Sathanur Village, quarty proposal.

Thandrampattu Taluk,
Tiruvannamalai District, [

As there were no views/comments raised further, District Environmental
Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Beard, Tiruvannamalai, with the
Disirict Collector’s approval, has announced that the meeting came to an

end with the vote of thanks.
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Enclosures:
1. Copy of press release {Public Notice published in the daily Newspaper

Tamil & English daited 02.10.2024 for notifying the public hearing
meeting.

2. The certificate issucd hy the Village Administrative Office for the Tom
and issue of notices.

3. Attendance sheet at the public hearing (Total pages 5 & 39 persons).

4. Audio & Videc (DVD - Disc 1} of the public hearing proceedings.

5. Photographs of the public hearing \ Summary in English & Tamil,
submitted by the Project Proponcnt.

6. Petitions received through Public Hearing Meeting — 2 nu S. , .\"‘-,
FaRvia) SV o~
District Environmental Engineer, District ollector,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai.
Tiruvannamalai.

P
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