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TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH‘

STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRIES THIRU. G.THANGAVEL ROUGH STONE AND

GRAVEL QUARRY OVER AN EXTENT OF 2.62.50 HA AT S.F. NO. 333/3,

PACHAPALAYAM VILLAGE, SULUR TALUK, COIMBATORE DISTRICT ON

12.08.2024 AT 3.00 P.M_ AT M/S SUYA UTHAVI KULU KOOTAMAIPPU

KATTIDAM, PACHAPALAYAM PANCHAYAT, PERIYAQUILI, SULTANPET

PANCHAYAT UNION , COIMBATORE DISTRICT.

Name of the Project:

Proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry of Thiru. G.THANGAVEL ROUGH
STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY over an extent of 2.62.50 Ha at S.F. No. 333/3,

Pachapalayam Village, Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore District.

Present:

Tmt. B.Jeeva

Special District Revenue Officer, -
(Land Acquisition and Management unit)

Coimbatore District

Dr. R.Chandrasekaran

District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

Thiru. J.Sathesh

Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

Dr. M.Vijayaprabhu

EIA Consultant
M/s Geo Technical Mining Solutions,

Dharamapuri.

Public

93 Nos. (List enclosed as Annexure)
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The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Boara ..
Coimbatore South welcomed the Special District Revenue Officer (Land Acquisition
and Management Unit) Coimbatore, all general public and project proponents who
are attending the public hearing for the Proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry
of Thiru. G.;THAGAVEL ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY over an extent
of 2.62.50 Ha at S.F. No. 333/3, Pachapalayam Village, Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore
District. It is required to get Environmental Clearance (EC) from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India for
certain projects including quarry after conducting Public Hearing. He added that the
press release informing the conducting of Public Hearing was published in
“Dinathanthi” and “Deccan Chronicle” dated 09.07.2024 and also pointed out
the EIA report and Executive summary are made available for public reference at
respective Offices and informed that the project consultant on behalf of project
proponent would make a presentation on the proposed project, after which the

public can express their views.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South also stated that the views, suggestions of the public will be
recorded through videography/ Audio and the same will be sent to the State

Environment Impact Assessment Authority of Tamilnadu.

Special District Revenue Officer (Land Acquisition and Management Unit),
Coimbatore District, has initiated the Public Hearing process and requested the
project consultant to explain about their proposed project through power point
presentation and requested the public to register the Public views related to

Environment.

Thereafter, Thiru. Dr. M.Vijayaprabhu, EIA Consultant, M/s Geo Technical
Mining Solutions, Dharamapuri, Tamilnadu of the proposed project has made
presentation about the proposed project to the public along with Environmental

Management Plan.

Thereafter, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution

Control Board, Coimbatore South has invited the public to express their views and
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Q{amments about the proposed Project. The views and suggestions of the public
are detailed below:

1. Mr. Vinodkumar, Panapatti

My name is Vinodkumar. | am from Panapatti. | am working as a manager in a
quarry for the past 10 years. For the past one year | am not getting proper jobs in the
quarry. Granting of license to proposed/new quarries is getting delayed. Due to this,
the people are being affected. Since this industry is‘destroyed indirectly, | request
you to give permission to this new quarry as soon as possible and protect the
welfare of the public.

2. Mrs. Maheshwari, Periyakuili.

My name is Maheshwari. | am from Periyakuili. The land adjacent to the Thangavel

quarry belongs to me. | have no objection in granting license to this quarry.
Therefore, | humbly request you to grant a license for this quarry.

3. Mr. Dharmaraj

If quarrying activity exists only, we will get a job. Therefore, | request you to grant

permission for the stone quarry.

4. Mr. Archunaswamy

My name is Archunaswamy. | am from Vadachittoor for job here. | am working as a
compressor operator. | am not getting any work for the last one year. That is
affecting our livelihood. Therefore, | request you to help us by giving license to this
quarry.

5. Mr. Mani

Greetings to all. We are struggling without a license and we don't have job. We are
in trouble.

6. Mr. Satish Velmurugan, Periyakuili

Greeting to all. My name is Satishkumar, my native is Periyakuili. Coimbatore is the
second largest city in Tamil Nadu. There are no quarries to produce the minerals
required for the proposed infrastructure such as bypass road and metro rail projects.
Since there are few quarries only operating, the minerals for the project is coming
from outside our district like Udumalaipet and they are getting benefit greatly. We
have no income. All the existing jobs and livelihoods are affected. If permission is
given to the quarries here, the people will benefit greatly. So the livelihood of the
people here will improve. Therefore, | request you to arrange for granting licenses as

soon as possible.



7. Mr. Mugilan i
The Coimbatore District Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South is jointly conducting the public hearing in Pachapalayam Village
for Thangavel Quarry. On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement and the Anti-lllegal Quarry Movement, we extend our greetings and best
wishes to the Chairman of the Public Hearing, the Honourable District Revenue
Officer, the District Environmental Engineer who is leading this, and the other
departmental officials, journalists, police and social activists, the general public and
all the quarry owners who are participating here. Some other public hearing meeting
was held in the morning. It is being held again. | have to repeat few things what |
said in the morning, but why do | have to repeat this? What happened in the morning
was what happened to the Jayakumar and Gomukhi quarry in S.F Nos 212 and the
surrounding area, and now there is a separate public hearing for Thangavel's quarry
in S.F No. 333 which is far away from the Jayakumar and Gomuki Quarry. But the
objections and views raised in the morning session is different, from this meeting. So
it may be same thing what was said in the morning section. But as far as the
document is concerned, as far as the video is concerned, as far as the minutes is
concerned, they will discussvit separately in SEIAA. First of all, as far as this quarry is
concerned, whether the location of this quarry is as per the sitting criteria? This
hearing is being conducted on the basis of Minor Minerals Acts, Minerals Rules
1959, etc. Specifically, as per Rule 36 Section 1, 1A, no quarry lease should be
granted within 300 meters of a residential habitations. Not all houses fall within a
residential area. In other words, the village place, residential plots indicated in the
revenue department documents and the lay outs approved by the local body or
authorized bodies like DTCP, will be the approved plot, as clearly stated on page
151 of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules book. We have obtained data through
RTI from the District Land Office. They have given on 15.07.2024 that if the houses
indicated in the UDR maps from 1979 to 1986 whether it is demolished or damaged
or in any other condition, it will be considered as a house. Not even a month has
been passed after obtaining this data. Whether the house exists, or in demolished
condition, whether the quarry owners bought it, or whether the house owner has
given a no-objection certificate for setting up a quarry, it is not valid. Even if it is
demolished, it is still a house. On that basis, if there is a house within 300 meters,

permission for a stone quarry should not be given. Earlier, the project consultant had
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satd in his report that there are no houses within 300 meters. On that basis, we took
those documents submitted by the project consultant and scrutlnlzed them. What
they mentioned in page 224 of the report? | told you in the morning that the village
map was not given for the morning session. Now they have given the village map. In
the western part where this quarry will be located, there are 5 houses in field number
257. Similarly, there are two houses in field number 286 located on the southwest of
the quarry, and 1 house in field 285. In the northern part, there are 3 houses in field
number 329. This is shown in the village map itself. It is also in the register. It is also
in the field map. It is also on the computer maps. Permission has been given by
hiding the existence of so many houses. In the morning, a friend asked me, if
Mugilan is taking data from Google maps, it will be wrong. This is not a Google map,
but a government map. Itis a UDR document given by the Revenue Department. We
did not take the Google maps, the company itself provided the Google maps. In this
Google maps, there is a house in 265 meters on the northern direction and 296
meters on the western side of the quarry. Similarly, in the western side of the quarry,
ten houses are shown at a distance of 166 meters, 200 meters, 216 meter, 219
meters, 217 meters, 263 meters, 132 meter and 164 meters. There are 8 houses in
the government document maps, and there are 10 houses within a radius of 300
meters on the Google map. Therefore, permission should not be given to this quarry
on legal grounds. Not only that, there is a cart track on the western side adjacent to
this quarry. The documents say that for cart track 10- meter gap should be left. Cart
track will be modified as public road, if it is laid with metal or tar. A 50-meter gap
should be left for the public road. Mugilan is not saying this, it is in the supplementary
rules on page 151 of the Minor Minerals Rules. Public road is a road which is
constructed artificially. It is clearly stated in the rules that a public road should be 50
meters away. A tar road should be 10 meters apart. Even a 10-meter gap has not
been maintained, but in practice 175 feet should be given. But it was not given. The
project consultant informed that, the State Environmental Impact Assessment and
Assessment Authority (SEIAA), has given TOR on 12.12.2023. In this, six types of
studies should be carried out for three months, namely air, noise, soil, water, school
environment, socio-economic environment. But the study was done from 01.10.2023
to 31.12.2023, so the studies were done before the TOR was given, that is, 70 days
before. If so, it is a violation, an illegality. How will the SEIAA give TOR permission.

Moreover 45 types of documents are supposed to be given in this EIA report, but
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there are only 15 types of documents are available. They have not attached 30 types
of documents. We tell the Pollution Control Board officer that they should upload all
the documents that they can hand over to SEIAA, Mines Department on the website.
Only then anyone can see the complete report. Despite all the mechanisms, the
facts are being hidden from the people by doing this. The District Revenue Officer
who is leading the public hearing meeting should also make a recommendation to
the Government. It takes only 10 minutes to take all the documents and upload them
on the website. We are asking them to do the above. Next the labour quarters should
not be within a radius of 300 meters, whether it is temporary or permanent. But there
are many labour quarters within a radius of 300 meters from the Thangavel quarry,
so it is illegal. Next, they said that they will provide employment to 16 people. A
manager, a blaster, a highly trained laborer, i.e. a manager, a geologist, a blaster, 7
drivers and two Hitachi operators. Apart from this, there are only 4 local workers. All
those 4 are from the North India. They are sitting here. So there is no work for the
locals, there is no record in the Labor Welfare Department. Apart from that, they said
that they are giving ESI, PF, Insurance to the workers. But there is no information
about the quarry workers in any ESI office. Neither the insurance nor in the PF. It is
like, if we write sugar in the paper, will it be sweet? If PF is going to be paid, both the
labour and the employer have to pay. The same is true for insurance. If there is a
loss, they pay compensation of 3 lakhs to 5 lakhs, there is no legality. We have
fought for this and have given 25 lakhs to 30 lakhs to the workers who died in many
places. This is in the legal documents, we request all the quarry owners to give ESI,
PF, Insurance to the workers. Next to that, schools in Tamil Nadu were not
conducted for 12 days in the last year and 10 days this year due to high heat.
Yesterday there was an earthquake in Karur, Coimbatore and Madukkarai and
Perur, Wayanad was affected. When quarries are made in the earth without any
gaps it will affect the earth. Hence, all this should be taken into account while giving
permission. They have reported that 1330 trees will be planted in the 6.5 acres of
land where the quarry will be located, but in practice it is not. They have put the
correspondi‘ng expenditure in the report that 80 percent of the trees that is planted
will survive. Has anyone done this in practice. There is a plan to plant eucalyptus
trees, casuarina trees or native trees like neem, vakai, pungan, poovarsu etc.., | am
bringing this to your attention whether it is in practice, the Government has planted

two and a half crore trees from people's tax money. Therefore, | request that native
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Arees to be planted by the quarry owners, who earn income in crores. They said that
the quarry will bring three and a half crore rupees to the government. The
landowners own only 3 feet below the ground. Below that, it is the property of the
Government. They pay royalty to extract that. We pay tax even when we drink tea. If
we buy something for 10 rupees, we pay three and a half rupees as GST. We pay 50
percent tax on everything like alcohol. The quarry owners also pay taxes and
carrying out mining. Apart from that, a wire fencing should be built around the quarry.
When blasting, it should be ensured that NONEL explosives shall be used. The
blasting time announced by the government (between 1 pm and 2 pm) should be
implemented. In the report they have mentioned that Marimuthu son of Mr.Nallaiyan,
who has obtained a certification in blasting from Sellapillai Kuttai in Omalur, near
Salem, will be carrying the blasting in the quarry. In many quarries, none of them
have certified and trained blasters. Although they have certified personnel, in
practice they do not carry out blasting. The government should take -all this into
consideration. Is it enough to just have documents, we also request that they should
implemented. As far as this quarry is concerned, this is quarry is not qualified to
operate legally. The Village Administrative Officer has given a certificate on
07.08.2020 for this quarry which is attached in pages 250 and 251, that there is no
house within a radius of 300 meters around the quarry. But based on the map in the
report they have given, we say that there is a house. Which one is correct? Last
week, there is a report in which the Village Administrative Officer of Kuttapalayam,
Tiruppur district, gave a statement to the Tashildhar saying that he gave the NOC by
ignorance and that shall be apologized. The District Revenue Officer who intervened
said that the genuiness and verification of documents was not carried out here and it
should be dealt as a separate petition. She said that the people who gave the wrong
NOC should not be criticized here. | request the District Revenue Officer and
Collector should send a circulér and ask the VAOs to inspect and provide the NOC
by taking measurement from the outer edge of the quarry, with a boundary stone,
along the latitude and longitude lines that there are no houses within a 300-meter
radius. If this is not done, legal action should be taken. The Transport Commissioner
has given a circular on 24.10.2009 stating how much weight, each vehicle should
carry. 6-wheeler 18 tons, 10-wheeler 28 tons, 12-wheeler 36 tons, 14-wheeler 42
tons, 16-wheeler 46 tons. 20 percent of the total revenue from Tamil Nadu is being

used for roads. The revenue of the Union government is also being used for roads.
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Roads that are supposed to last for eight years are getting damaged in threa
months. If you see in the morning before the public hearing meeting, you will observe
that 25 vehicles have been crossed with overload. Therefore, | request you to take
steps to protect the road. A report has been received from the revenue department
that there are 8 houses within a radius of 300 meters from the quarry. There are
more than 10 houses on Google Maps. Apart from that, there is no 50-meter gap to
the public road. There is not even a 10-meter gap as they said. Apart from that, they
have mentioned the study period incorrectly and no facilities have been provided for
the workers. Therefore, based on this, | would like to inform you that Thangavel
quarry is not eligible to operate legally as per the provisions of the Minor Minerals
Act. Thank you for the opportunity. Greetings.

8. Mr.Vijayakumar, Periyakuyili

My name is Vijayakumar. | am from Periyakuyili. | have no objection in granting
permission for this quarry.

9. Mr.Ramasamy

My name is Ramasamy. | am from Periyakuyili. Please give license. We will all get
employmeht opportunities.
10.Mr.Shanmugam, Thekani,

I'would like to extend my greetings to the District Revenue Officer who is presiding
over this public hearing meeting, the District Environmental Engineer, the Panchayat
President, local body members and all the government officials and public present at
this meeting. My name is R. Shanmugam from Thekani. Thangavel is already
opearting a quarry. There has been no problem so far from that quarry. The newly
proposed quarry is also located in the same area. There will be no environmental or
social impacts due to the operation of this quarry. First, let me tell you about the
places in this area. There are quarries around these places. Second, this quarry is
not only working for 16 people. Now construction work in Coimbatore District is very
difficult due to shortage of raw materials. Brick production has already decreased. As
an alternative, we have to use M-sand. There is a shortage of raw materials for
construction, whether it is for the government sector or the private sector. When the
raw material is available within our district, it will be an opportunity for the poor
people to build their own houses and set up industries and also to reduce the
construction cost. Therefore, | am of the opinion that the operation of this quarry wili

be beneficial for the government and everyone living in this area. Third, Thangavel,
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wiho runs this quarry, has implemented various social welfare schemes here. During
the time when agriculture was failing in this area, there was indirect employment, by
opearting a lorry or tractor or a compressor in the quarry for their livelihood and
economic development. Due to this our village will develop. The Government knows
very well that the mineral resources play a major role in the development of
infrastructure in the village and in this panchayat. It is from that income that public
welfare such as road and drinking water facilites and repairs are carried out.
Therefore, in the future, such quarry owners will help in construction work and
improving the livelihood. | request that they not only look at their income but also
~ contributing for their social work. This meeting is being held as per GoVernment
regulations. If the people from this village say that they are affected by this quarry it
is acceptable. Whereas it is not acceptable to bring general rules and regulations. So
the Government should enact a rule in the future that the local people of that area
only should express their opinions in the public hearing meeting. | do not know if it is
acceptable to talk about general regulations throughout India. Quarries cannot be set
up everywhere. Bricks can be produced only in places where bricks are produced.
M-Sand can be produced only in locations where there is a rough stone quarry. This
quarry is being proposed in this Pachapalayam village because of the availability of
the resources, it cannot be proposed in Thondamuthur. Because the environment is
favorable here. There is no other Way to utilize it. In such an environment, | humbly
emphasize that the Government should give permission to this quarry as it invested
and paid taxes to the Government. The opinion of a social activist from somewhere
should not be accepted. Government shall consider the opinion of the people |ivingi
within a kilometer or two kilometers of this Pachapalayam village. | am saying as a
public person, running a business is very difficult. Someone can say from outside
and stop the quarry. But it should come from this local. What is the way for the
people of this area to make a livelihood, what is the way for the economy? If the
quarry is not operating, it is the people of this area who will suffer. Therefore, |
humbly request the government to consider this and grant permission for this quarry
as per the proper regulations, and thank you for the opportunity.

11.Mr.Karthik

Greetings to all. | am from Thekani. My name is Karthik. | have completed two
degrees. | am doing lorry transport business in this area. Since many quarries are

not operating, there is shortage of raw material. As far as Coimbatore District is
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concerned, the raw materials are mainly from Thekani, Periyakuili and Karanampet
areas. This is the business opportunity for the youth in this locality. MNC (Multi
National Company) and Logistic companies will not establish in this area. If you look
at that way, this is the business (quarry) for us. If you give permission for quarry
quickly, everything will be good. At the same time, the water for agriculture is not
available in our village. There is no canal. Water is available at an depth of 1000
feet. We can utilize it only as drinking water, we are from agriculture family. But we
cannot depend on agriculture. Crushers and quarries are the only industries in this
area. We can only do this business. If this quarry comes, the public will get boulder
stones. Now the demand is high. If quarries come, the price of raw materials will
come down. We can build houses, but there are many problems. The government
does not give permission for mining of river sand. If permission is given to the quarry
and crushers in this area, it will be very helpful. | have no objection for this quarry.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity.

12.Mr.Dinesh Kumar

My name is Dinesh Kumar. | have been living in this village for many years. There

are many people in this area who depend on this quarry. We cannot accept the
opinions of those who come from outside. If there are two or more quarries, we will
get job opportunities. The raw materials for Coimbatore will be fulfilled. Many people
will benefit from this, and the people here have no objection. | have no objection to
this quarry.

13.Mr.Mayilsamy

I'am supplying explosives in this area, they say that blasting is taking place by old
method, but that is not the case. We only use NONEL explosives. We are blasting
properly by employing certified blaster. As activitist says, there is no violation, we are
blasting in about 60 or 70 holes, there is no violation. So, | request to grant license.
14.Mr. Praveen Kumar

| am Praveen Kumar. | am from Thekani. Here the groundwater level has gone
below from 750 feet to 800 feet. It is good in other places. | don't know the reason, if
you cross the road, it is very green. After that, it changes. | bought a land and could
not get building approval, so it is pending. If the landscape of this area changes, our
land value will increase. There is a possibility of many industries establishing in this
locality. So it will be good if the quarries are in the outskirts of town. If it is inside the

town, it will be difficult for everyone.
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15.Mr.Thangaraj, Periyakuyili
| am Thangaraj from Periyakuyili. | would like to express my greetings to the District

_Revenue Officer, District Environmental Engineer, the local people and the
Panchayat President who have come to the public hearing meeting for the proposed
quarry. Quarrying is the main industry in Periyakuyili, Pachapalayam area. Before 10
years, we have good rainfall in this area. Now the rainfall is very minimal in our area.
| have been doing the lorry business for last 10 years. Ten years ago, because of
enough rainfall, agriculture was good, there was job for everyone. They raised cows
and calves. Because of the lack of rain, people have to go for alternative option.
Crusher and quarrying is important activity in our area. Previously they used river
sand. The government gave river sand. Now the government banned the mining of
river sand. Since the alternative to river sand is only M-sand. If permission was
granted to the quarry, stone can be taken and M-sand can be produced from it.
Recently, due to the huge delay in granting permission for the quarry, construction
projects have slowed down. People's livelihoods are being affected. At least 20 to 25
people work in a quarry. At least 100 families are being affected by delay in granting
licenses for 10 quarries. Thank you for giving me the opportunity. | request to review
and grant permission for the Thangavel quarry, because the livelihood of everyone in

the area, including the Hitachi operator, will improve.
Total nos of petitions received: Nil
Thiru.J.Sathesh, AEE delivered vote of thanks.

List of public attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs and

CD/pen drive recorded with the entire proceedings of public hearing are enclosed

herewith.
\&
\
/l'bl"f ~
District Enviroﬁr‘nental Engineer Special District Revenue Officer
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board (Land Acquisition and Management Unit)
Coimbatore South Coimbatore
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