Minutes of Public Hearing meetingconducted for Proposed Limestone and gravel

Quarryof M/s. Thiraviam Limestone and Gravel Quarry ,SF.No. 34/1A, 132/1,132/3

Part), Paanaamooppanpatti Village, Usilampatti Taluk, Madurai District on

07.08.2024 at 11 .00a.mat .M/s. Sakkarappanaickanaur Commuhig Hall,S. °

Krishnapuram, Sakkarappanaickanur village, Usilampatti Taluk, Madurai District.

Present:

1. | Thiru.C. Ravichandran : | Revenue Divisional Officer,Usilampatti,
Madurai District |

2. |Dr R Gunasekaran - | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai District.

3. | Er. R.Uthaya . | Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Béard,
Madurai District.

4. | Er. M.Devakirubai | | : Aésistant Engineer,

| Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Madurai District.

5. | Representatives of the industry | : | (Copy of Attendance is enclosed).

and General Pﬁblic

The District Environmental Engineer(DEE), Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, .

Madurai has welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, Maduraiwho is likely to preside over

the meeting. The DEE, Madurai has also welcomed the officials from Revenue Department,
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Police department,Journalists, Environmental activists, Proponentof theproposed limestone
quarry, Project consultants and employees of quarryand the Public who have gathered for the
Public Hearing meéting.

Subsequently, the announcement regarding this project was published in Dinathanthi
and The New Hindu Express newspaper on 5.7.2024 and the advertisement about public
hearing meeting Was informed through autorickshaw and pamphlets were distributed on
06.08.2024. Also, posters were displayed at prominent places and banners were p]aced.
Further,EIA report and Executive sumrﬁary in Tamil and English languageé were also
. exhibited in the website of Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board andfive significant offices for

public display.

Following, the District Environmental Engineer,Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board,Madurai has explained that it is necessary to conduct public hearing meeting as i)er
Environment Impact Assessment Notification, issued on 14.09.2006, as amended. on 2009
and provisions of the Environmental lawsissued by the Ministry of Environment,Forest and
Climate Change, New Delhi .He stated that it is proposed to establish and operate M/s.
B.Thiraviam Limestone and Gravel Quarry with a total area of 3.07.0 hectare atSF.No.
34/1A, 132/1,132/3 (Part), Paanaamooppanpatti Village, Usilampatti Taluk, Madurai District.

In this regard, a public hearing meeting was scheduled to be held by today.

He added that the public can express their views after the project consultant have
gxplained the project details of the proposed Limestone quarry. Further,He stated that all the
views,opinions and suggestioﬁs would be recorded and will be sent to State Level
Environment Impact Aséessment Authority(SEIAA), Chennai after obtaining consent from

Revenue Divisional Officer.
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The District Environmental Engineer has also requested the public to clearly state

their name and village details and then to register their commentsonly related to the project.

He added that the public can extend their opinions either orally or in writing. He asked °

Revenue Divisional Officer, Usilampatti to preside over the meeting.

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Usilampatti

A public hearing meeting has already been conducted fér the ‘license of
M/s.B.Thiraviam Limestone and Gravel Quarry. In this regard, a meeting has‘already been
conducted for hearing the public opinion. He added that since the opinions exprgssed in
eatlier meeting were not in favour of the government, the public hearing' meeting was again
conducted in this project.In addition, He stated that public comments related to pros and
consfor the expansion of this quarry were again received .This quarry belongs to government

. He asked the public to express their opinions.

The Project Consultant, Technical explanation:

The Project Consultant, explained the project details about the proposed project
Thiru. B. Thiraviam Limestone and Gravel Quarry with a total area of 3.07.0 hectare located
at SF.No.34/ 1A,132/1,132/3 (Part), Paanaamooppanpatti Village, Usilampatti Taluk, Madurai

District.

1.Thiru. C.Nethaji, Tamil Nadu Farmers. Protection Association, State General

deputy Secretary, Usilampatti

He stated that M/s.ThiraviamLimeﬁone Quarry located atPanamooppanpatti

=\l

Village,UsilampattiTaluk, Madurai District has been proposed illegally without -



adhering to Minor Mineral Concession Rules,1959 Section 36(1)and also in SF.No.

132/1&3, many houses were located within a radius of 300 meters, without providing

clearance of 50 meters to stream and 10 meters to carriageway as per legal norms.

Hence, perrhission should not be granted to quarry which is having a total area of

3.07.0 Hectare(approx. 07.50 acres).

Further, the following violations were noticed in M/s. Thiraviam Limestone

and Gravel Quarry, SF.No. 34/1A, 132/1,132/3 (Part), Paanaamooppanpatti Village,

Usilampatti Taluk, Madurai District.

a)

If streams,canals and water bodies were located, a clearance distance of 50 m (175
Feet), should be provided as per the Minor Mineral Concession Rules,1959. He

stated that a stream is running in the northern side of SF.No. 132/1, 132/4 to

" SF.No. 131. This is violation of rules. This was not mentioned in FMB Sketch. ,,

b)

8

Further, He stated that the document received from “The Assistant Commissioner

(Land Administration), Chennai”under RTI, Act has clearly defined that the

stream and the track are the property of the State, even if they are located on

privaté patta iand as per Revenue department Standing Order 26 section 15
regarding the topological track and stream/Busthi-track and stream".

Therefore, even if the stream is in a private land, it is legally the property of the
government.He added that since the clearance for the stream located in the
government Porambokku land was not provided as per norms, licence will not be
granted to this quarry.

As per Minor Mineral Concession Rules,1959, a clearance of 10 m (35 ft) shall'be

provided if there is a carriageway and a footpath. He stated that a carriageway



g)

runs from northern side of SF No: 132/3 to the Southern side ofSF No: 132/4,
132/5, 132/6 and through the SF No. 127 which is available in FMB.

As per Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, a clearance of 10 m (35 ft) shall be
provided from Survey number of quarry to the carriageway.Since the EIA report
has been prepared without mentioning of the carriageway,it is a clear violation. In
addition,the document received from “The Assistant Corhmissiqner (Land

Administration), Chennai” under RTI, Act has clearly defined that the stream and

> the track are the propefty of the State, even if they are located on private patta

land as per Revenue department Standing Order 26 section 15 regarding the
topological track and stream/Busthi track and stream". Hence, he stated that the

carriageway the property of the State, even if they are located on private patta

land.Since the clearance for the Carriageway located in the government *

Porambokku land was not provided as per norms, licence cannot be granted to this
quarry. |

Houses, Layouts and permanent structures- As per Section A36 (1) of Minor
Mineral Concession Rules 1959, it is clearly stated that quarrying shall be carried

out at a distance of 300 meters only from approved houses, houses approved by

Panchayat and DTCP, permanent constructions like urnatham, temple,

government compound houses, green houses if any. However,a house is situated
at a distance of 290.21 meters on the north-eastern edge of the quarfy and is
shown in Google images.

The house is situated at 290.95 meters on the eastern side of the quarry field as
shown in Google images. The house is situatedat 266.19 meters.on the south-
eastern side of the ciuarry field and is shown in Google images. The house is

situated at 238.51m on the south-east side of the quarry field. This is shown on
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Google Images. The house is situated at 51 meters on the south-west side of the
quarry field. This is shown on Google Images.

Also, many officials are wrongly concealing the fact that no one is living in the

" house indicated in the revenue department documents/ the house is now

demolished/ the house is damaged. But, as per the Minor Mineral Concession

Rules 1959, if the UDR is marked (MARK) in the revenue department documents,

it is clearly stated that the house is still a house and house even if it is damaged or

damagéd. We have also attached this historic, truth-revealing RTI reply document.
There are a number of approved houses here, despite the fact that no houses can
be situated within 300 meteré of the quarry site. Therefore, this quarry cannot
operate and should not operate as per law.

Apart from this, there are several permanent/temporary houses within a radius of
300 meters around the quarry field. Various government rules state that
unauthorized, permanent temporary housing should not be within a 300meters
radius of an explosive quarry. If permission was given illeéally, something like

the quarry blast incident that happened in Aaviyur village of Virudhunagar district

on May 1, 2024 may happen,which may affect everything including the human

D

k)

life.Owing to that, the government has made such regulations.

Therefore, permission cannot be given to the quarryas per law. The State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) has issued a 10 km
perimeter environmental assessment license Letter -1663/2024 Date: 08.02.2024.
45 documents are required but only 10 documents are available.

During the year 2021, 1300 pages of attached documents were given only by
Manikandan and Péramasivam rough stone quarries in A_rashampalayam and

Coimbatore, SulurPachampalayam areas and a public hearing meéting was



conducted. These' attachment documents are also uploaded on the website of

Pollution Control Board. But, out of the 45 types of documents that are required to
be included in the Environmental Impact Assessment Report, only 10 types of
documents have been' attached in ti1e annexures for this quarry.

Hence, this public hearing itself is invalid in law aé no facts can be fully
ascertained. Therefore, we request that -permission. should noi: be -given to this
. quarry, which has given various wrong statistics and is concealing many things.

| The Village Administrative Officer, f’anamoo‘ppanpatti 'Village,
KarumathurVillage,Usilampatti Taluk, Madurai District issued a certiﬁcafé statiné

that Tmt. Draviyam, wife of Thiru. Bose residing at DTCP Road,No. 9/22, Survey

No. 132 of Panamooppan Patti Village, UsilampattiTaluk, Madurai District at .

SF.No 131 /1 and 132/3 has sought a lease from the Government to quarry
limestone in ‘an area of 3.07 hectares of fallow land in Punjai.Thefefore, I would
like to inform you that there are no signs and approved houses within 300 meters
of the land where the quarry lease licens_e has been granted ana there- will be no
disturbance or damage to the general public. Also, there is a north-east route for
" carts to the sanctioned field. In FMB, the topographical route is not given
correctly in the cart route document, the village 'administrati've officer does not
show that there is a stream in the certificate.There is a lot of grazing by goats and

cows in this area. Limestone can store water and clean it.

This is aRainfed land. Currently, this area is covered under 58 ‘

canalscheme. This 58 canals cheme is going through Ayyambatti Kanmai. This
geological route has been certified as cart route. If you check the FMB, you can
find out whohas to face the action, they have given wrong certificates. They have

taken land from various farmers without giving land to Government land

95



association. Government land is government property. The government has
assured to provide houses especially in this area where homeless DNT people
were living.Similarly, houses can be built for habitationwhereas permission
should not be given for limestone quarrying.

It is a dry area with low rainfall.Only after the 58 canal scheme comes
in this village,water source is available in this area.In this situation,Establishment
of stone quarry affects the agricultural lands.In those days there were all kinds of
fishes in the drinking stream. water like Irameen, keluru fish,vallalakkendai fish,
tar ﬁslr, cérp fish etc.Today, all these are not there. The reason for the destruction
of thése is because of this kind of stone quarries. It is the fetal deformatiorls that
can be caused by the quarries. ‘Even human race is also destroyed. The reason for
the biggest landslide in Wayanad today is the lack of this stone, that is why 500
families have been destroyed.Limestone is water-purifying, heat-resistant, water-
preserving.There is no proper documentation.

: Therefore; no stone quarry should be established. No permission should
be granted by the Government. Do it in accordance with the llaw. The surrounding
houses are hidden. The air ppllution survey takes three months. Do not violate
'legal ,documents that require electricity to conduct the survey. Therefore,
permission should not be given to stone qﬁarry. They said that there is green stone
in this quarry already. So it was Ibanned.Theyl took a diamond.He asked the
SEIAA that the sample was examined by the geological researchers there and

certified.



2. Thiru. Former Panchayat Council President, NaniaiPuniai Agriculture

Association President, Tamil Nadu All Agriculture Association District

President.Chakrapanayakanur Village, Madurai District,

They continued' to practice 58 Canal scheme brought by the
HonorableThiru. Vallarasuwho brought the village 58 canal scheme. Kalluthu
. Perumal Patti, Bana Mooppanpatti, Chakrapanayakanur are dry. Need some kind
of businéss resource. Kaka quarry was not allowgd to start. He has to go out of
town to collect broken gravel. It costs three lakhs to get one stone. Only if we d(;
some quarry work will we get jobs. Village panchayats need funds Kalluthu
village is drought prone.
Bana Mooppanpatti, EtuMalapatti, Kaulpatti, Arasakulapatti live as
a joint family with consensus. Biqdiveréity is good. This Pollution Control Board
make way to start this industry with a regulation. Limestone mining and quarrying
should Be done professionally. There is a lot of work >to ‘be doné by local drivers.
A lot of offers are available. 58 Canal water continues to flow. He requested to

" increase business prosperity and opportunity to this arid region.

3. Thiru. B. Senthilkumar, K. Perumalpatti :

This quarry will provide livelihood to five villagers. Stone‘ quarry
activity has already occurred 30 years ‘ago. Currently, there is no impact on
agriculture due to this. All the people of the Villagés like
Banamooppanpatti,Pérumal patti,Kalluthu,Karattupatti are working and doing

well. He asked to give jobs to local people.



. Thiru. A. Paramasivam, K. Perumalpatti:

It is the driest land since that time. Let's welcome the Quarries. Even today,
the struggle is going on in the eight-lane roads is because of these mineral resources.
People of this state are given priority in all towns and all states. He said that a promise

to be made to give employment to our villagers here and then run this business.

. Mr. Alex Pandi, K. Perumalpatti:

These quarries should provide complete full-time employment. The youth
of the Villgge seems to be going i.n wrong ways due to lack of opportunities. If there is
employment, We will look after the daily work. It seems to be going in the wrong
direétion' because of doing work asa paft time job. He requested to give emplo'yment
opportunities to the local people in the town itself. If we get a job in this town, we will
work and be at peace. He said he could not wander for work to places like Tiruppur

and Coimbatore.

Thiru. Muthu, KalluthuPerumalpatti

It will be a relief if you get a job locally. There are people available in our

townwho can do all kinds of work. He asked to give jobs to everyone in the locality.

. Thiru. Deivam, Kalluthu Village:

- The pollution control board inspected the electricity service connection with
service number 444 B in the name of Shekhar, 45 days ago. No problem at all.
Accidents are more likely to happen if you go to work outside the town. He said that

if we get a job in the locality, we will live a healthy daily life in peace.

. Thiru. Pandi, Kalluthu Village:

He wanted a job and asked him to arrange employment soon.
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9. Tmt.Poornima,Kalluthu Village:

She asked to provide employment to the people of our town.

10. Thiru. Selvaraj, Kambur, Social activist:

I used to work in quarries as a child and fny parents at home also worked
there. Now, we are doing a lot of work related to environment as we have some
understanding about environmental studies. He stafes that many people here are¢
suffering. Government has 29 departments in each village. There are various
government schemes especially 100 dayswork scheme. It is not a plan. It is a law. The

government has been bringing this scheme since 2005.

An important objective of the scherﬁe is a mandatory law to prévide 100 days
of employment to every unemployed family in rural areas. There is a difference
between law and scheﬁe. The plan does not pecessarily mean giving to thefn. But this
is a law that has given so many rights under the law. Education should be given till

this age. I have many fundamental rights like right to speak, right to write.

Similarly, it is also a right to be given 100 days of work. But, today the
government is not implementing the scheme properly. If it is done correctly, these
people will not be asking for a job today. What the government is doing is creating
such a scheme and not taking it properly to the people. They said that at least 100

days of work will be given in all villages , not even 50 days of work was provided.

If that program is given to every family, such environmental faults will not
happen. Many problems are going on in the world today. A problem that has arisen
almost north from the Arctic Ocean affects Chennai city. A damage that is happening

or that side of a thousand kilometers is the reason for the melting of the snow



mountains and the causative agent for Chennai andThoothukudi floods.When we talk

about environment today, it knows no boundaries.

We are at a place where everyone has to work together despite the differences
like parties, castes, religion and town. Although it is necessary to protect the
environment, we definitely need employment today. We cannot survive without a job.
But ,before that life is important for humans. Want to destroy your lifeseeking for a

job? Have to think about it.

Today, they talked about Wayanad. Such a situation in Wayanad is not
compietely because of nature. Human errors are the reason. The Western Ghats are a
strong mountain formed before the appearance of this life. Today, the mountain has
been breached due to human error and a massive landslide has occurred and 500
families have been buried under the soil. Even the bodies could not be found, such
mistakes should not happen in Madurai district. The concern is that it should not
happen to Tamil Nadu as well. Once upon a time, stone quarry was something needed

byeveryone .

Today, Chennai' and many other cities are going to perish rapidly because of
climate change. In this context, our village should also be considered. There is a big
mountain in this area. .Biodiversit‘y exists in that mountain. Who thinks about that life?
Wﬁo speaks for those speechless creatures? When implementing a project, we should
not only consider the job opportunity for t.he project but also consider whether it

affects small lives or anything else.

~The Minor Mineral Concession Act ,1959 has given a guidelines under
which the quarrying activity has to be carried out. The purpose of this Minor Mineral

Concession Act is to allow the quarrying activity subject to the guidelines stated



" therein. Why Tamilnadu government has made that law with the intention ofnot

affecting the farmers, neither human lives nor biodiversity. Accdrding to that rule, no
one has said anything about the houses here. They say that there should not be a
stream within a meter. They also say that the carriageway should not be within 10

meters. But why are you hiding all this? Giving us wrong feedback.

Minor Mineral Concession Rules,1959 also documents our views while

granting self-permit. We are also submitting a petition. Permission for this quarry

should be given keeping these rules in mind. They are not against this stone quarry. °

But there is no problem in using it when there is a requirement locally. However, it

. comes to the extent of affecting a whole town itself. That is why, we are going to all

11.

the towns and saying them to implement these rules. What he is talking about is not

against any town and does not know any people.

He added that he doesn’t know the qua@ on'ner . When the officials give
permission for this quarry, pennission’ shall be granted if they have their basic
requirements. They have clearly pointed out so maﬁy documents produced are in
violation of the rules.Hence, he registered his opinion that this quarry is not suitable

for carrying out the quarrying activity and permission should not be given.

Thiru. Aandi, Banamoopanpatti Village:

This quarry lies in the survey number of our village. So, hire 10 people for
the village and run the quarry well. Their village panchayat has this quarry. They say
that there should not be people hired from Vellamalapatti Village. Our v_illéée is Bana
Mooppanpatti, Perumalpatti, Sakkarapanayakanur,l Theppathupatti, Iralpatti. The

people of this town owe the right.This belongs to three villages. Start this quarry after

\f‘
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13.

14.

giving our share ofthe village. We can employ 10 people in the village. Let no one

dispute this.

Tmt. Poornima, Kalluthu Village:

100 to 200 people were working earlier. Our livelihood depens on it. There
has been no job offer for some time. Please give us employment. A hundred families
will have a good life. All the people come from nearby Perumalpatti and
Pénamooppgnpatti. Everyone needs a job. Hence, operate this quarry. All of us go for

work.

Eralpatti Panchayat Kallupatti Ward Member:

A Anganwadi( Kindergarden centre) has been built. Water is stagnént. It
isbumpy and hollow. It is not covéred with soil. Waterentered the school and none of
the children could go to palwadi. How children will go and study? The water went
into the school without any way for anyone to go. The water is stagnant. Therefore
,thePalwadiis not open yet. They are giving food at the foothills. He asked to take

action on this matter.

Quarry has been changed to Kaka Quarry. Only if we change it, we can
install borewells. We are installing borewells in violation of the law. Legally it is
wrong. According to the government rules, that Kaka Quarry should be taken away. It

can be fixed only if four quarries are establishedsimilar to this case.

Thiru. Radhakrishnan, President of the Farmers Association, Vikramanayanur:

It seems that the coming of this project in this area was announced suddenly.

If we had known earlier, we could have come with right people and ended this



15.

meeting in a good manner. It is not known whether this quarryirig activity is going to
be done in private or government people. But whoever runs it, he requested that at
least a portion of the income from this work should be utilized for the good of this

people in this area.

Thiru. Tamilselvam, Usilampatti:

Check these 45 documents properly and run this quarry. They talked about the
job offer. At the same time, there are not so many job opportunities available in aid. If

you want work, they produce jasmine flowers in this area and increase the production

" by setting up a perfume factory and make way for many people to get employment

opportunities. Jasmine productidn will also be available here. Therefore, paymore
attention to it. They said that they had already set up a quarry in this are‘a and died.
Bl}t, there is a rule that the green belt should be prox;ided. If it is maintained like that,
the green belt will become the largest reserve forest in these five years. It should be

checked by higher officials.

Similarly, for blasting the quarry, it should be kept 300 feet clearance

from the quarry. Did they do the same when they were already operating it? Because *

there was an accident by blasting near Virudhunagar district.Therefore, check the

- documents properly according to the law and start the quarrying activity.Not only that,

16.

there are many violations of rules. He asked the higher authorities to investigate it.

Thiru. Maharajan Panchayat Council President, Banamooppanpattj:

There is no harm to the people by quarrying limeStone. It is an income

generating business . Taking this stone and selling it outside brings an income to the

_locality.Therefore, the local economicalvalue will increase. Therefore, he requested

that formal permission should be given to carry out the quarry. This hearing is not



only held today. It has been going on for 15 yeafs. People who don't know this say
that this meeting takes place suddenly. It's not like that. The Collector has already
inspected 'and held an inspection meeting here. This did not cause any mistakes.
Thereforé, he requested that permission should be given to run stone quafry by
formally giving a certiﬁcgte in order to benefit the people from the income coming

from outside the locality.

District Environmental Engineer

- He thanked the respected Revenue Divisional Officer, Usilampatti for presiding
over the public hearing meeting and thanked all the government officials, police officers,

press networks, social activists and public on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control

Board.
The meeting came to an end
. . . N,
District Envires tal Engineer, Revenue Bxisional Officer
Tamil (ﬂt.?rol Board, : Usilampatti Taluk,
Madurai,

Enclosures:

1. Copy of Press release (Public Notice published in Tamil & English) for notifying the
Public Hearing meecting. )

2.Copy of éttendance sheet of the Public Hearing ( Total Pages 9 & 71Persons)

3. Copy of Audio & Video (DVD-Disc) of the Public hearing proceedings.

4. Written testimonies submitted by the Public. .
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