MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
EVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM STATE ENVIRONMENT IMPACT
ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY (SEIAA) - TAMIL NADU FOR THE PROPOSED
ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL QUARRY OF THIRU. G. ULAGANATHAN, OVER AN
EXTENT OF 2.39.0 HEC (TOTAL CLUSTER AREA 21.08.0 HEC) LOCATED IN
S.F.NO. 1/2C, 1/3, 1/4, 1/5 & 16/2A, SITHALAPAKKAM VILLAGE,
VEMBAKKAM TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT, HELD ON 03.09.2024 AT
10.30 AM IN M/s. R.S.E MAHAL, MAMANDUR, VEMBAKKAM TALUK,
TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT.

Present:

1. | Thiru. Baskara Pandiyan, IAS., | District Collector,

Tiruvannamalai.
2. | Selvi. Pallavi Verma, IAS., Sub Collector,
Cheyyar.
3. | Tmt. T. Kalaiselvi, M.E., District Environmental Engineer, ’

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

4. | Thiru. V. Kathirvelan Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

S. | Public and Environmentalists | 46 persons (list enclosed).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruvannamalai welcomed the respected District Collector,
Tiruvannamalai, other Government Officials, General Public, and
Environmentalists for the Public Hearing meeting for the proposed rough

stone and gravel quarry.

The District Environmental Engineer informed that as per the
Environmental Impact Assessment Notification 2006 all the projects and
activities listed in the schedule to the notification shall require prior
Environmental Clearance from The Ministry of Environment, Forests and
Climate Change, Gol / State Environment Impact Assessment Authority the
process of EC involves public consultation, and hence the public hearing
meeting is being conducted today for the proposed Rough stone and Gravel
Quarry of, M/s. G. Ulaganathan over an extent of 2.39.0 hectare in
Sithalapakkam Village, Vembakkam Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District.
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As per the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification 2006, it is
mandatory to conduct public hearing where the opinions of the public will
be obtained through oral/or in written statements the minutes will be
recorded and will be submitted to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority for the mining projects (Individual or Cluster extent)
above 5 hect of area. The public notice for this public hearing was published
in dailies of “New Indian Express” (English) & “Daily Thanthi” (Tamil) on
27.07.2024 with the approval of the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai for
the proposed Rough stone & gravel quarry of M/s. G. Ulaganathan.

Further, the District Environmental Engineer has informed that
proposed quarry project and Environmental Impact Assessment Study
report details will be explained through a power point presentation by the
project proponent. After that, public can express their views, suggestions
and comments one by one either in oral or in written format on the said
project. The opinions & suggestions of the public & environmentalists will
be recorded and submitted to the State Environment Impact Assessment

Authority.

The District Collector instructed the project proponent to explain
about the proposed Rough stone & gravel quarry and the Environmental

Impact Assessment study conducted by them to the public in detail.

On behalf of the project proponent, Thiru. D. Gokul Raju, Consultant,
M/s. Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions, explained the details of the
project and the Environmental Impact Assessment study conducted by

them with help of power point presentation.

Then the District Environmental Engineer, TNPCB requested the
public to express their views/suggestions/comments in oral or written

statement one by one after giving their name and address.



The following are the views represented by the public.

1. Mr. Perumal, Sithalapakkam Village,

He informed that they cannot do agriculture activities due to the
proposed quarry, the water level will go down; without water the agriculture
activities. will not be possible. In Thirukkural, Thiruvalluvar says that
Wherever it whirls, the world must follow the farmer. Thus despite
hardships, farming is the best and any occupation is below agriculture.
Agriculture cannot be done if this quarry comes. Nothing can be done
without water. Valluvar has said that the world cannot survive without
water, and we express our opposition to this proposed quarry. If this quarry
comes, we cannot live. We have been doing agriculture for generations.
Without agriculture, we cannot survive. We have been doing agriculture not
for one generation but for many generations. We have a lot of problems with
the stone soil coming from the quarries. If this quarry comes, we cannot
survive. Survival of goats and cows will be difficult. Lake and Ponds located
nearby the proposed quarry will be affected, water level in the well will go
down and hence Agriculture activities can never be done. He concluded his
speech by saying, "We are protesting against this proposed Rough stone and

gravel quarry."

2. Mr.Palani, Sithalapakkam Village,

He said that our village has been improved because of quarry
activities and there's no future in agriculture and he welcomed this
proposed quarry. He also informed that job prospects are good, lorries are

running smoothly and he concluded his speech with a "Thank you."

3.Mr. Perumal, Sithalapakkam Village,
He said that with the arrival of this quarry, some of our people would

gain employment. We welcome the arrival of this quarry. Then he concluded

his speech.

4.Mr. Desingu, Sithalapakkam Village,

He said that because of the existing quarries, the roads have
deteriorated. Parents won't even let their daughters to this place after

seeing the worst road conditions and he invited the officials to visit their
3
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place to watch the terrible road conditions. We don't have bus services in
our village; people say it's a village without bus connectivity. He concluded

his speech by raising objections against the proposed Rough stone quarry.

5.Mr. Umapathy, Sithalapakkam Village,

He expressed his support to this proposed quarry, He mentioned that
a fund of Rupees Three crore sixty lakh which was allocated for CSR
activities should be utilized in his village of Sittalapakkam, a village in
Arsana Panchayat, which will be directly impacted by the quarry.
He requested the District Collector to allocate the funds solely to their
village. He emphasized that the funds should not be shared with another
village, given the significant effects we are experiencing. He concluded his
speech by reiterating that the quarry's presence is beneficial and that

necessary arrangements can be made to accommodate it.

6.Mr. Murugan, Sithalapakkam Village,

He informed that job opportunities for fifty to sixty people will be
created because of this proposed quarry. With that, he concluded his speech
by expressing his enthusiastic support, saying, 'We heartily welcome the

coming of this quarry'.

7.Mr. Jaganathan, Sithalapakkam Village,

He explained that his agricultural land is located near by the proposed
quarry site, where he cultivates crops like eggplant, paddy, and lady's finger.
He emphasized that the quarry's operation will significantly impact his
livelihood. As this proposed quarries operation resulting in water scarcity,
he strongly objected this proposed quarry which will affect his five acres of
land located nearby. He reiterated his opposition and concluded his speech
by mentioning that he has also given a compliant petition to
express his concerns.

The following 12 members of the public have expressed their
opinion in writing on the proposal of this Rough stone quarry. Among
the 12 members, 10 members have expressed their support and 2

members have expressed their objection to the operation of this

quarry.



S.No Named& Place Comment
1 P.Varadhapillai, Sithalpakkam. Expressed objection against the
proposed quarry
2 M.Mala, Sithalpakkam. Expressed objection against the
proposed quarry
3 P. Ravi, Chitdra Durga District,., | Expressed support in favour of the
Karnataka proposed quarry
4 V. Bhagyalakshmi, Chitdra Expressed support in favour of the
Durga District, Karnataka proposed quarry
5 M/s. Youth Institute for Poor Expressed support in favour of the
People, Andhra Pradesh proposed quarry
6 U. Ramachandra, Proddatur, Expressed support in favour of the
Kadappa District, Andhra proposed quarry
Pradesh
7 B. Durga Prasad, Nandyal, Expressed support in favour of the
Andhra Pradesh proposed quarry
8 M/s. Chaitanya Welfare Society, | Expressed support in favour of the
Nellore, Andhra Pradesh proposed quarry
9 B. Muni Krishna, Andhra Expressed support in favour of the
Pradesh proposed quarry
10 | S. Chiranjeevi, Andhra Pradesh Expressed support in favour of the
: proposed quarry
11 | A. Subramaniyan, Andhra Expressed support in favour of the
Pradesh proposed quarry
12 | A.P. Rajendiran, Andhra Pradesh | Expressed support in favour of the
proposed quarry

13-

As there were no views/comments raised further, District Environmental
Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai, with the
District Collector’s approval, has announced that the meeting came to an

end with the vote of thanks.



Enclosures:
1. Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily Newspaper

Tamil & English dated 27.07.2024 for notifying the public hearing
meeting.

2. The certificate issued by the Village Administrative Office for the Audio
announcement and issue of notices.

3. Attendance sheet at the public hearing (Total pages 5 & 46 persons).

4. Audio & Video (DVD — Disc 1) of the public hearing proceedings.

5. Photographs of the public hearing \ Summary in English & Tamil,
submitted by the Project Proponent.

6. Petitions received through Public Hearing Meeting and social media-

12 numbers. < P /L/://
Jloan N7
District Environmental Engineer, Distriéfc llector,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai.
Tiruvannamalai. ( ’Q/ b?
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