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Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

District Environmental Engineer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
Perundurai

Minutes of Public Hearing Conducted for the Proposed Multi colour granite

quarry of Thiru.P.VeImahi at S.F. Nos. 108/1, 108/2, 108/3, 108/4, 108/5, 108/6,

108/7, 108/8, 108/9, 108/10, 108/11, 108/12, 108/13. 108/14, 108/15, 108/16, 108/17 of

Singanallur village and S.F.No. 614/1 of Pandivampalaivam-Villaqe, Perundurai

Taluk, Erode District — Proceeding of the meeting — Regarding

Details of_the Project:

S. No | Name and location of the Proposed quarry - Extentin Ha
1 Proposed Multi colour granite quarry of Thiru.P.Velmani at 431.0
S.F. Nos. 108/1, 108/2, 108/3, 108/4, 108/5, 108/6, 108/7,
108/8, 108/9, 108/10, 108/11, 108/12, 108/13, 108/14, _
108/15, 108/16, 108/17 of Singanallur village and S.F.No.
614/1 of Pandiyampalayam Village, P-érundurai Taluk, o
Erode District
Present:
1. | Thiru. Rajagoopal Revenue YDivisionaI Officer (I/C),
Erode. Erode District, Tamil Nadu
2. | Thiru. V.. Swéminathan District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Bdard,
Perundurai, Erode District.
3. | Thiru. A. Jothi Prakash '| Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Perundurai, Erode District. |
4. | Thiru. Selvakumar ; | Revenue Thasildar,
Perundurai Taluk
5. | Thiru. Nérayanan' ; | District Deputy Thasildar -01
’ Perundurai Taluk
6. | Thirumathi. Prema Village Administration Officer,
Singanallur ‘A’ Village, Perundurai Taluk




7. | Thiru Chandrasekar . | Village Administration Officer,
Pamdiampalayam ‘B’ Village, Perundurai
| Taluk

8. | Selvi. Saranyadevi . | Village Administration Office,
Office Assistant, Pandiampalayam ‘B’

Village, Perundurai Taluk

9. | Thiru. Sathyamoorthy : | Thingalur Police Station,
Gobi Taluk.
8. | Public ' . | 52 Persons (Copy of Attendance is
enclosed).

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perundurai.

Multicolour Granite Quarrying Project Survey Numbers, 108/1, 108/2, 108/3,
108/4, 108/5, 108/6, 108/7, 108/8, 108/9, 108/1 0, 108/1 1, 108/1 2, 108/1 3, 108/1 4,
108/1 5, 108/1, 108/1 7 & 614/01 and 4.31.0 hec it is to be conducted. Please record

comments only related to this project today. After the meeting, if you have any further

comments, you may convey them directly or in writing..

Revenué Divisional Officer

Greeting to everyone. A Personal Hearing meeting is to be conducted here. You
can express your opinions regarding this quarry. | request that you express your views

preciously.

1. Manikandan Singanallur:

Greetings, My name is Manikandan. The operation of this quarry has no

~ Impact for us. We receive all the necessary help from because of this quarry.
Additionally, approximately 50 families are directly obtaining employment and
making a- livelihood and children to pursue education. Also benefiting in the

~ business also indirectly and they also get benefitted. Therefore, the operation of
this quarry has no adverse effect as us. During the COVID period or at other
times, they have helped us. Helping for road and Bore well facilities if required.

Hence, there are no objections for us regarding this quarry. Thank you.

2. Balasubramaniam, Karuppapalaiyam:

Greetings, | residing at Karuppapalaiyam, Singanalldr. | am a farmer. They
provide employment opportunities for the poor and simple people in our village

" and extend assistance without refusing as requested. Thank you, and greetings.




Nemr

. Senthil Pandiyampalaiyam:

Greetings, my name is Senthil, Pandiyampalaiyam. The operation of this

~ quarry does not pose any problems for us. When | visited the quarry, there were

no such signs of any issues; everything is being done in a safe manner. There is
no excessive water secretion. Conducting this quarry has not caused any
hardships, and any assistance requested is done properly. They are very helpful

in all matters. Thank you.

. Sivakumar, Kunjaramadai:

| come from Kunjaramadai. There is no impact from the quarry. All good or

bad events in the village, It is assisted by the quarry's side. They provide drinking

water facilities. There is no adverse impact. Thank you.

. Murugesan, Sathvapuram:

Sir Greetings, Murugesan, Sathyapuram. There are no issues with the
quarry operations. If there are any problems regarding the local school, water
pump, or road facilities, they are promptly addressed. Approximately 50 families

are working here. There are no issues at all. Thank you.

. Velmurugan, Kunjaramadai:

My name is Velmurugan, Kunjaramadai. We have been without any

livelihood for the past one year due to the closure of the quarry. Please grant

" permission soon.

. Prabhakéran, Prab Nagar:

Greeting to everyone. My name is Prabhakaran and | am from
Nischayambalaiyam Panchayat. It is indeed good that this quarry is operational.
However, only 50 families can live here, so | request the officers to take action

keeping the next generation in mind.

. 8, Mrs. Kalamani, Singanallur:

Greetings, | am Kalamani spéaking from Singanallur. The soil has been

_ disturbed near our field due to blasting. Therefore, | request you to kindly

address this issue in an effective manner.

. M'oorthv, Sathyapura:

There is no adverse impact due to this quarry.



10.P.K. Karuppannasamy, Paraikattuvalasu:

Greetings, my name is Karuppannasamy. The ongoing activities of the
stone quarry are not causing any problems to us. However, it is said to be that

the soil is sli'ding. That should be corrected. Thank you, regérds.

11.Mrs. Sathya, Karukkampalaiyam:

My name is Sathya, and | am from Karukkampalayam, Singanallur. There

are no issues related to our village. All basic facilities are being provided. .

12.Mrs. Poongodi, Karukkampalaiyam:

My name is Poongodi. This quarry does not affect us in any way, Nor any

problems.

13.P. K. Periyvasamy, Paraikattuvalasu: '

My name is P. K. Periyasamy, and | am from Paraiyankattuvalasu. | own

_ agricultural land near the quarry. This stone quarry does not affect us in any way.

14.14 Mrs. Poorani, Karukkampalaiyam:
' My name is Poorani, Karukkampalaiyam. We dont have any problem

because of this quarry.

15.Mrs. Kuruval, Karukkampalaiyam:

| am Kuruval. There is no problem for us because of this quarry. They

provide assistance to all the poor and simple people

16.Vignesh, Nathakattuvalasu:

Greeting's, my land is near the quarry. My house is within 300 meters from
the quarry. | have some questions. How deep is permission obtained? The Minor
Mineral Concession Rules of 1959 have been updated until 2022. According to
Section 5, under Rule 2E, it states that quarries and crushers should not be
allowed within a-distance of 1 kilometer from houses, public roads, village roads,
and lands. However, my house is not even a kilometer but at a distance of 300
meters. Within 500 meters, there is a village called Sathyapuram and on this
side, within 700 meters, there is a village called Mathakovil. With so many
villages around, how have permiésions’ been granted? | do not understand how
permission was given. No grievance redressal meetings or Personal Hearing

. was conducted. But permission has been granted. Now, the problem is that
everyone says there is no blasting, but blasting is done. For the past two months
only, | able to see crows and even hens are not laying eggs. It is only now, after

4105 years able to see crows. Everyone says they are doing this and that; if you



keep the land close by, what can you do? Please speak with conscience.'They
. use Solvent for a week, breaking it down with hydrochloric acid. Then, they
release the water into the LBP drain. As a result, that water contaminates wells
and farmland. Problematic to Coconut trees also. This is our livelihood issue. |
have studied Civil Engineering, Geology, and Archaeology. | know rock
formations as well. Officials should come and conduct an inepection; I will
personally take them there. If explosives or chemicals are used in a quarry, there
will be traces. | will take them there myself to show. These are my views. Thank

you.

17.Chenkottaiyan, Kavundampadi:

Respected Revenue Divisional Officer, District Envnronmental Englneer

and the esteemed farmers gathered here, Panchayat President. | extend my

- greetings to all of you. My name is Chenkottaiyan, and I am the Secretary of the
Erode District Farmers' Association, as well as the .Secretary of the UBA lrrigaﬁoh
Committee of the Lower Bhavani System. They claim that no chemicals are
mixed and that there is no harm to the environment. However, it is evident that all

the water is being pumped out of the Lower Bhavani River nearby.

Secondly, they say tar road has been constructed:; please confirm how
many kilometers and where .this road has been laid. The LBP. Riverbank is
currently eroding, and the bank has collapsed by 4 feet. If you wish, come and

- see for yourself. It seems that we are being told that we don't want this industry,
~ but this very industry is going to save this couhtry. The farming of this farmer will
not save the country; every businessman operating here is speaking with the
infention thet' ,We don't need to rely on ag'riculture for our food. The
consequences of this will be unknown in the future. Yet, everyone is worried, and

there are no actions being taken for it.

| ask you, if all the stone quarries across India, especially throughout

Tamil Nadu, were closed down, how many people would die from lack of food? If
these stone quarries continue to operate, i's not just here but all over the

~ country. What heppened in Vayanadu today is all covered up. The stone-quarries
have also destroyed forests, resulting in countless homes lost and more than

'- 10,000 deaths. The government only acknowledges 300 or 400, but we don’t
~ want that. Future generations need to live well, and you all are in positions of
authority; you do' have children, just as | do. If we want a good future for our -

children, we don’t need such industries; that is my perspective.



When, these industries will only be completely banned that day done.
Especially, what happened right before our eyes during the COVID period? All
factories across the country were not operated; governme_ht offices weren't
functioning. Buses weren’t running, tréins weren’t operafing, and flights were
grounded. But agriculture continued to function. The stone quarries not operated.
- Did people die without food? If agriculture had not been ongoing, where would
~ everyone have gone? Keeping this in mind, it is your responsibility to grant or
d’envy permission to them. Because we have no authority. If you had conducted a
pUinc consultation before starting this stone quarry, we could have expressed
our opinions then. No one knows if any consultation took place. It seems they
“bought land for 50,000 or 100,000/acre. Today, they have made thousands of
crores. | am not talking about that; those who run businesses will do so to earn

profits.

But we are affected by this. When they use explosives, what happens?

The ground vibrates. When the ground shakes, Bore well trembles and a stone
| moves slightly, water doesn’t flow; this is what is happehing. They say they are
- providing jobs? How many jobs have they provided for 50 people? Most of them
are from the northern states. An owner lies in front of so many officials and the
public in the morning. Are there only 50 families here? If we fail to protect water
sources and the five elements due to such industries—not only this industry, but
even tanneries or dyeing factories—these people will perish with our generation.
The consequences of this are affecting the future of humanity. Where does the
situation stand today in creating generations? You know hoW many hospitals
have emerged. How many hospitals héve been establishéd to create embryos?
What is the reason for all this? Was the situation like this 50 years ago? No, a
- few péople come and talk; I'm not saying what they are saying is wrong. But
- even 100 or 250 years ago, when the white came, everyone spoke up, and those

scenes remain in my memory.

I must speak out against the injustice happening. If you ask me to speak, |
will; if you tell me to leave, | will go. Because that authority is not with me; it is
with you. It seems like you are conducting an inquiry like a white conducted to
Veerapandiya kattabomman. | must believe that today you are performing a play
by the name of public hearing. Please understand that for such industries, it's not
just here; the government may change, but the officials will not. You should not
~ grant permissioh to these industries that contribute to environmental destruction.
On behalf of the farmers and the Farmers' Association, | request that you

formally record this. You gave opportunity for me to speak, yet whether you grant



N

permission or rot, it's a different matter. Mean'while, 100 Tons and 50 Tons of

~ stone are just lying around those quarries.

Take all of that and put it back where it belongs. If you look today, the
stones that have been cut are worth hundreds of crores of rupees. Their value is
unknown to anyone—neither to you nor to me. Only those who are doing
business, they only know their worth. Therefore, they have cut stones valued at»
hundreds of crores. Please set all of that aside. If your children and our children,
and future generations are to live, we must create opportunifies to stop this. |
respectfully request on behalf of the farmers and the poor agricultural labourers
and | thank you.

18.Natarajan, Uthukkuli:

| am from the Uthukkuli division in Tiruppur district. | am not here to
support this quarry. I am already a victim of this quarry. | have been subjected to
many hardships because of it, and | have been speaking at all public meetings
wherever they are held regarding this issue. If you have given permission to the
farmers or the public around this quarry, as you say, then no one will be able to
live there for the next generation. They are digging 150 Feet deep, while our
wells are only 50 Feet deep. When they use explosives, the water from our wells

will completely disappear. All the coconut trees around will dry up over time.

Similarly, the agricultural lands in the vicinity will suffer from water pollution, air

pollution, and soil pollution. However, some unnecessary individuals are earning

150 Rupees vote for a bottle of alcohol and allowing the minister to earn 50,000

- crores.

The quarry owner says that they are paying 6 crores to the government.

However, that 6 crores is not enough to lay even 6 kilometers of road; only 10

~ Tons trucks should be allowed on village roads. But they are transporting 90

Tons, WhICh results in damaging roads that are meant to last for 10 or 15 years

and rendered useless.

When we travel on a two-wheeler, let's see which quarry people provide

- support. The 6 crores they are paying is not enough to I’ay‘ even 6 kilometers of
~tar road. The government uses our tax money to do that. If they are misled into

giving permission solely to this quarry, the people around will strongly oppose i,
stating that this quarry is a community asset and India only needs 15% or 20%.
The remaining 80% is exported, and no entrepreneur pays proper taxes. They
run 25 loads a day with just one Trip Sheet. No one, not even an officers other

about this. The claim that this benefits the government, the village and that we



are building temples, is nothing but a facade. It's like tossing a bone to a dog.
Therefore, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Farmers' Protection Association, | request

that this quarry is not at all repaired.

19.Mr. Mugilan, Chennimalai.

My name is Mukilan. | am the coordinator of the Tamil Nadu
Environmental Protectidn Movement. | have worked for a year in support of the

| respected M. Sagayam, IAS, who was appointed by the Supreme Court of Delhi
and the High Court of Madras to investigate granite irregularities in Madurai
district. | was the one who was a reason submit the report stating that 1 lakh 13
thousand crores worth of granite irregularities have taken place in Madurai
| District. | am currently in Karur. In this public hearing, | am speaking not just on

behalf of locals but also as someone from outside.

The basis of my speech is the guidance manual released by the Tamil

Nadu Pollution Control Board and you, in which an Annexure - 15 a section on

' public consultation. According to the notice from the Ministry of Environmeht and
Forests, New Delhi, dated 10.04.1997, under Séction 2, this public hearing
allows not only the local residents who will be affected but also all integrated
communities operating in the environmental area, who are not impacted by this
project, to speak in the environmental meeting. This is the basis on which | am

speaking.

I have spoken not only in Tamil Nadu but also up to Gujarat. | would like to
extend my greetings and respect to the honorable Revenue Divisional Officer,
who is the chairperson of the public hearing for the Velmani Multicolor Granite

~ Quarry, which s‘pans 11 acres, and is being conducted jointly by the Tamil Nadu
district administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. | also greet
~ the District Environmental Engineer, who is conducting this meeting, the revenue
officials present here, the police department and various other officials, the local
residents of this village,'the members of the farmers' association who have come
to speak on behalf of the villagers, and the quarry owners as well as all the

quarry stakeholders who have been brought here.

Next, the project designer explained about this plan. What they said
during the design phase is that when this quarry operate-s,.air pollution, noise
poliution, water-pollution, soil pollution, and the impact on not just humans but

~also all living beings—plants and animals—will occur. Moreover, the socio-
economic environment of the people will be affected, and they discussed how
. these impacts will occur and how we will address them. Based on the information

provided by then that, we conducted study in this area for three months.



N

~ However, there is a significant problem in what they said about these studies, as

they referred to the guidelines for obtaining the notes for the study, known as the

- Terms of Reference (TOR).

The State Environmental Assessment Committee issued the order on file
number 1665 on 01.04.2024, stating that you should complete these studies in

three months. They have also mentioned this in the document, which you may

" not have seen. In the EIA report they provided, there are nearly 80 to 90 types of

guidelines listed. They claim that we have completed everything. The TOR was
given on 01.04.2024. However, the period they say in which they conducted the
study is from October 2023 to December 2023 for baseline monitoring. If they

" say we conducted the study six months before the period they were allowed for
- the study, then why would they need to conduct a study? The documents they

_ 'ciaim to be investigated is also available online. Thus, this study report is a big

fraud, and it is not possible to extract details for anything else.

But they claim to have monitored the air at 8 locations continuduSIy for
three months. If air needs to be tested, equipment is required. We are requesting
the Pollution Control Board to place monitoring devices for air pollution in
Perundurai in all four sides. There is only one device available at the Pollution
Contfol Board. We have been continuously fighting with the minister, the District

collector, and the chief minister about this. However, they claim to have

" measured the pollution in the air at 8 locations. If they did measure it, they would
" need electricity. If a machine is placed at one location for three months, then the

- 'electricity bill for that location would have increased. It could be for household,

industrial, or agricultural use—whatever it méy be. But | assert that nothing like
that has been done. The reason is, where did they obtain the electricity? Please
provide the electricity bill for that location. If they were using it, they must have
consumed electricity from 10" to 12" month. There would have been electricity
usage both before and after, and it should have increased duﬁng these month.
The district administration must authorized this. Because of this | say it is entirely

fraudulent. | say this based on evidence.

Because using a non-existent lab, the same Geo Exploration and Mining
Solutions Company has conducted this. This company submitted a record using
a lab that was established in the name of a deceased person in Namakkal. We
have found that. The owner of that lab is dead, yet this is the company has

provided a report claiming they conducted a study. Therefore, we have been

'continuously_ saying that this should be blacklisted. However, with assistance of

the officials it is to continue. The reason | mention this is that it needs to be

understood. Next, when they speak here, they won't say where they got the



eléctricity for the air monitoring. They will just show pictures claiming it was taken

at 8 locations. That'’s all.

Next, when | speak, this book is the general guide for everything. Earlier,
a friend mentioned the Minor Mineral Concession Rules of 1959, which is the law
enacted by the Tamil Nadu government based on the Indian Act. What this law
~ states is that no quarry lease should be granted within 300 meters of a
residential area, as stated in 36 1A1A. This is not a book written by Mugilan; it is
- the book that the officials have. It clearly states that no quarry should be located

within 300 meters of residential areas.

What do mean by residential areas? Everything is a residential érea,
right? The Revenue Department documents should indicate this, there should be
markings, and the Revenue Department should have a mark on the village map.
If not, it should be marked in the FMB, or at least in the A-register. The honorable
V.A.O. of Pandiyampalaiyam and the honorable V.A.O. of Singanallur have both

certified that there are no houses within 300 meters. According to pages 149A
| and 148A, there is not a single house within 300 meters. We, as the village

collectors stating and have provided certificates.

Now, considering them as educated individuals, | went to check the maps
based on what they say. This is the Village map published in this document. Look
at the village map; this is where the quarry is located. In the southern field of the
quarry, in S.F.No0.102, there is a temple. Similarly, to the east in S.F.No.100, there
are 2 houses, and in S.F.No.86, there are two houses, and in S.F.N0.98, there is
one house. All of this is included. If there is any discrepancy, it has been

incorrectly provided.

Now, thinking thét it wouldn't be in the computer printout, we checked the
computer FMB. In the computer FMB also has houses; here there is temple in
102, similarly in 108, in 86, and in 98 houses are there. At that time, Mugilan did
not lie, the village map did not lie, and the computer did not lie either. The
“officials will say that all the houses must be registered as recognized houses.
bThose houses have fallen apart. The homeowner has told us that there are no
objections. For this, we have obtained information from the RTI in the land
survey office. What they say is that if a house registered in the UTR and Natham
land survey map records has currently deteriorated or has fallen apart, that
house will remain as it was recorded in the initial measurement. Even if it has
' collapsed, it is still considered a house. Even if someone buys that house and

demolishes it, it is still a house. This is the document they have provided.
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There are so many houses within this area. If we just say it's a house,

- then there shouldn’t be a quarry. within 50 meters of the stream hearby. | don’t

, say this Minor Mineral Concession Rules. state it clearly. What they say is that a

quarry cannot be located within 50 meters (175 feet) of streams and water
bodies. If you look at the map of the quarry, there is a large stream running
below it. If we. check the distance between the stream and the quérry, it is not
clear on the village map. But when we look at the FMB, it shows only 20 meters.
There should be 50 meters. The distance between the quarry and the stream is

only 20 meters. Look here.

Not only .that, the area where this quarry proposed to be located, which is
in S.F.N0.108 north field, has only 20 meters from the stream to the 110 field as

per the map. There are houses, and there is a stream—all of this is. However,

- they haven't mentioned the existence of this stream. They haven’t shown the

stream, and they havenl’.t shown the house; they are not showing anythi}ng else. If
you look at the northwestern part of the field where the quarry can be located,
there is a tower line marked. Geherally, the EB line either can be a low-voltage
electric line or any type of line. If that is the case, there should be a distance of
>0 meters. How much? There should be a distance of 175 feet. What does the
Perundurai ‘Ex'ecutive Engineer of Electricity Board sa;}? He says that the N

Palladam-Ingur-230 KW high voltage line should be kept in mind. The electric

- pole and the high voltage electric line, when electricity flows, must follow the-
- Tamil Nadu Electricity Board regulations as per Chapter 7, Clause 65 of the 2010

. guidelines, which state a distance of 300 meters must be maintained. This is not

what | am saying; it is stated by the Tamil Nadu Electricity Board in Perundurai.

Furthermore, the Indian Electricity Act of 1956 clearly states that it is
important for everyone to be aware that no quarry should be located Within 300
meters of a tower line, power house, or substation. This means that a quarry
cannot be established within 1,0.00}f'eet. However, here-it is located juét 10

meters away, with an EB line at 30 feet. After showing all this, we éxamined

. under circumstances the officials are in regarding this document. The notes

provided by the officia.ls are not included, and there should be 45 types of

records.

But there are only 10 records, and we don’t see 35 types of records. If
there were, we could speak with knowledge; if there are no records, how can we
discuss this? We are speaking based on other details. Moreover, you all can
know this. This is a Google image. When viewing the outer. boundary of the

quarry, that is, the base of the pillars, it shows that there are houses at 74



méters, 273 meters, 288 meters, 267 meters, 19 meters, 149 meters, and 55
meters away. So many houses are visible from Google Maps from sky and
government documents also show houses on the field maps, as well as
temporary worker accommodations. An AD Mines officer named Sasikumar has
issued certificates for several quarries. Temporary or permanent residences
should not be within 300 meters. Even thatched huts should not be within 300

- meters.

As you know, two months ago, there was an éxplosion in Ariyur in
Virudhunagar district, which affected a 3 km radius, resulting the death of four
people on-site. That's why such activities should not be allowed so close. The
explosion noise from the Vijayalakshmi quarry in Kodanjipalayam was heard 3.5
km away. Therefore, temporary residences should not be within 300 meters of
such sites. This applies here as well. The government reguiations are public
knowledge. Based on that, there are numerous violations oCcurring. Moreover,

‘we have further.investigated.

In Pandiyampalayam, there is not a 50-meter distance for the 3B channel
~ to field 614. As we have already mentioned, there is also no 50-meter distance
for the 3B channel leading to the 108 Pandiyampalayam quarry (108/1).
Moreover, looking from the outskirts of Pandiyan Palayam, there is a village
célled Sathypuram in the northwest. According to the Minor Mineral Concession
Rules, it states that local bodies, central or state government departments, and
Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Board must not allow Minor Minerals to
be extracted within 500 meters of any -of water works. There should not be any
government bo.re within 500 meters. There should be no land level or elevated
. tanks, as they could be affected by vibrations. However, everything exists in

Sathyapuram. All of these regulations have been violated.

We submitted a petition regarding this matter to the District Collector on
15.7. The statement given by the Kangeyam VAO says, "Due to my ignorance, |
have mentioned that there are no houses or other details." This too is the same.
They say if the educated act slyly, they will end up in trouble. The current officials
shall upload' all the documents online. We will download and verify them. They
pro'vide all fhe details there. If only 10 out of 45 documents are available, what
about the remaining 35? The Thasildar. report is missing, the precise area report
is missing and the 500-meter AD Mines report is also missing. The district officer
©and thé pollution control officer should tell to your department that all the

documents must be uploaded online. Hence, | request that this be done.



Not only that, but there is no green belt here. They say they are going to
dig 100 feet deep, but 10 meters should be excavated. Now our question is,
. there is,a.canal running on this side. If they dig 100 feet for the quarry, will the
Weter flow into'th‘e quarry or into the canal? What will happen to agriculture then?
Perhaps the water can reach some are‘as, like Nallampatti end Singanallur for
farming, but how will water reach the farmers ef Kadayanallur? Additionally, ‘they
are planning to plant 2200 trees at a rate of 200 trees per acre as a green belt,
and they are all native trees. Under the EMP scheme, trees like Banyan, Ficus,
Neem, and Poovarasu will be planted They claim that if 2200 trees are planted,
80%, or about 1900 trees can be sustained. There is already a quarry operating
~ here. Has any quarry planted trees? The Pollution Control Board and the Tamil
Nadu government have promised to plant 2.5 crore trees this year and 7.5 crore
~trees this- year. All of this is with our tax money. But the quarry owners are

making crores in profit.

Whose responsibility is it to check whether the quarry owners have
established a green belt? It is the responsibility of the Pollution Control Board.
However, it -is unclear if they have ever issued a show cause notice. Factories
obtaln permission by stating they will plant 33% of the Iand W|th trees. It is their
duty to do so—that's why they are there. '

Has anyone planted trees as promised? Or are they saying they will do it
in the futL_lre? Similarly, regarding fencing, Tamil Nadu government officials, led
by Chief Secretary Shiv Das Meena, issued an order in the 7th month of 2023.
The order stated that all operating and completed cjuarries must install fences. All
quarries must install fencing by September 30, and the village administrative
officers must ensure this is done. This is because 350 people lost their lives last
year. Not just humans, but livestock deaths that went unaccounted for add to the

toll: However, this has not been implemented to date.

What's the use of writing all this on paper as if it's sweetened with sugar?
~ Will it become eWeet? When district officials fail to monitor the Chief Secretary's
- order, who is responsible to the people? Follow what the law says. When a
| quarry is set up, they claim to spend 300 per meter to install fencing. If that's
~ the case, calculate the cost for 11 acres. But in practice, nothing happené.,There
is no fencing, no greerr belt. Similarly; regarding stone quarries, the water that
comes from them is toxic. This water must be purified and used in some way; it
should not be released outside, as even the officials have stated. However,
quarry owners are releasing this water into the LB Canal. Are they doing good for

the village? Everyone who drinks this poisoned water—today Erode district has



become a cancer district. There are more hospitals than tea shops in Erode,
more pharmacies than anywhere eise. Who is responsible for this? The officials
who fail to implement what the law says. This problem is affecting everyone
today, and it will continue. (Tomorrow) many officials don’t even answer phone
calls. | personally called an official, and he didn’t pick up. | won’t pick up the
_ phone either. Who can we complain to? Only if we tell a higher official will the
lower officials work. But when even the higher officials don’t respond, this is the

reality we are left with.

Not only that, but on rural roads, only 10 tons are allowed. This 10 Tons is
nothing but the load of a tractor. If a 6-wheeled truck carries stones, that élone
comes to 24 Tons. But 6-wheeled trucks are not supposed to travel on rural
roads because they carry 24 Tons, and the limit is 18 Tons. For a 10-wheeled
truék, it's 28 Tons, for a 12-wheeler it_'s 36 Tons, and for a 16-wheeler it's 48
Tons. The weighbridge has a capacity of 100 Tons in total. In Tamil Nadu, loads
above 48 tons are not permitted, but the weighbridge measures up to 100 Tons.
~ If a 5-year-old child is playing with a cat on top of them, nothing will happen to
- the child. But if an elephant plays on top of the child, the situation is like today's
rd_ads. One crore rupees is spent on rural roads, while urban and national
highways cost 250 crores per kilometer. An audif has been conducted. A road
that is built should last for 8 years, but it doesn’t even last 3 months. Whose tax
money is being spent? In India, 20% of the tax revenue is spent on rural roads,

state highways, and national highways.

But who is damaging the roads where that 20% -is spent? It is being
damaged by the quarry owners. No one talks about this. Let me clarify—if there
_ Is an overload of just 1 ton, a fine of ¥20,000 should be imposed. | have filed 100
complaints so far. Every month and every year, Road Safety Week is held. The
" RTO has reported that three vehicles were seized this year for carrying excess
loads. If there is a 1-ton excess, a fine of ¥2,000 is imposed. So, who are they

protecting?

Next, no quarry should use illegal explosives. Explosives, unlike
firecrackers, should only produce a "thud" sound similar to a gunshot, which
should not ‘be heard outside. Moreover, only one explos_ion should be heard
every 28 seconds, and the sound should be minimal. But here, entire villages
within a 5 km radius are shaking. This is how they are blasting. What is the
* proper time for blasting? It should be between 1 PM and 2 PM. Are they blasting
- at that time here? No, they blast whenever they want, from 7 AM to 5 PM, which

- are the quarry operating hours. Is there any regulation here? Can the
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government even ask? If they do, the will kill them by trucks. Last month, he has

shut down a quarry, and a few days later, he nérrowly escaped death in a road

- accident when a pickup truck hit him. Just a second before the collision, his life

was saved. Two days ago, a camera he had installed in front of his house was
stolen. There is even a complaint about that. This is the kind of situation we are

dealing with.

If the officials were doing the work they are supposed fo, there would be
no need for us discuss these issues. We would just 'sa'y, "Well done, sir,

congratulations!" and leave. Tomorrow, | have prepared a congratulatory

- message for the Karur Collector. In seven cases, a false case was filed against
- someone, and he dismissed the case after realizing the truth. This is the kind of

. official who deserves recognition. What are the other officials  doing?

Unfortunately, we are stuck in a situation where such a positive scenario doesn’t

exist.

Therefore, regarding this Velmani stone quarry, there’s something else to
understand. A company is not allowed to operate more than two quarries in one
state under a lease. This company is already operating a quarry in Paramathi

Velur and another in Irukkur village. They have two quarries. Legally, a lease for

20 years cannot be granted. | am not sayihg this; it's stated in the Minor Mineral

Concession Rules that a quarry leaseholder cannot hold lease rights for more

than two locations in a state. This is not a rule based on some site criteria. It

~ doesn't comply with the Minor Mineral Act, the Electricity Act, the Water

Resources Act, or the Air Pollution Act. There’s a canal running nearby, and it
doesn’t even comply with the relevant laws governing that. They claim that no
matter what objections are raised during the public hearing, they will go to the
SEIAA and -pay 5 lakh to 210 lakh per acre, and they've even said this in

interviews on television.

We approached the SEIAA official, and what }did he do? Three months

" ago, he sent a letter to the District Collector to cancel the leases for four quarries

- in Erode based on the complaints filed by Mugilan. But the District Collector has

not yet taken action. The quarries in queétion are Indirani Stone Quarry,
Loganathan Stone Quarry, Yoganathan Stone Quarry, and Tamilarasan Stone
Quarry. A similar case has been raised against the S.G. Quarry in Tiruppur

district as well.

Therefore, what we are saying is to act according to the law, respect those

who operate lawfully, and officials should not act illegally. As far as this Velmani



qUarry is concerned, it is operating illegally and against the law, violating all
regulations, and acting against society. No one here has claimed that this quarry
does not cause air pollution, noise pollution, soil pollution, water pollution, or
harm to biodiversity. Everyone who spoke mentioned that they supported it
because they hoped to get a job. But none of them will be able to work here
because | know how a quarry operates. | have seen it firsthand during my one-
| yéar research work with Sagayam Sir, so what people are saying is bioscope.

People here tells the truth.

Now, | say to the SEIAA officials Watching this: If you providé falsé
documents with the help of your technical team, you will face not only legal
challenges but also a public uprising. Therefore, | request that this Velmani multi-
colored grahite stone quarry, which is planned to be set up in Perundurai Taluk,
Pahdiyampélayam, and Singanallur, should not be approved as it is unqualified
to operate according to government.régulations, having violated all of them. If
approval is granted, a massive public protest and legal battle will ensue. Thank -

- you for the opportunity. Goodbye.

2_0.Mr. Balas'ubramanivam, Karuppampalayam:

Greeting to everyone. There has been discussion about this stone quarry.
Some friends have said that the quarry is doing good for us by constructing
roéds and providing all kinds of assistance. | am from Pandiyampalayam', and
some people from outside have come to support and speak for the
Pandiyampalayam residents. They are fake; verify their Aadhaar numbers

because why are they giving false reports?

What do -they do with the waste from the quarry? Look at the quarry in the
northern part; they have removed soil worth several crores around the quarry.
They have sold the stone. Those who were ohce below .the poverty line now
have crores of property? This should be investigated by the CBI. How did they
sell the soil and stones? They have broken stones from below 150 to 200 feet,
filled the area with soil, and constructed roads. They claim to have planted trees

and constructed roads. Show me one tree and one road they have built. .

My garden is very close to the quarry, and when they blast, the well near

my place collapses. It has become a -pit. Cattle and calves cannot stay there. .
Once, a friend's cow fell into the well. There are so many problems caused by

" this stone quarry. They are looting so much from this quarry. How are they
. disposing of the waste? You can see it just by taking ‘a round around the quarry.

, The number of stones that have come out is evident from the trucks. The
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lakeshore has been devastated by trucks. The entire lake is covered with waste.

Once, when stones were being transported, | blocked the path, and they rolled a

~ tractor on top of me. Such extreme fraudulence is happening. Next, eVeryone

involved is from outside—Hindhi people. They take coconuts and other items

from my garden.

~ Whenitis stated that no one should stay inside the quarry, how is it that
everyone is residing there? Everyone goes in and out of the quarry. It is not safe
to go there at night because, due to my opposition, there is no guarantee for my

life. How can I-carry out farming? Only we know the extent of the difficulties

~ caused by this quarry. Therefore, if you grant permission to this quarry, which is

- clearly not in any way beneficial, | cannot say who will bear the consequences of

- such a sin. | have said everything | needed to; the problems caused by this
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quarry are numerous. If you grant permission for any reason, the consequences
of that sin will fall on the officials who granted the permission. | have no desire to

say more. Thank you. Goodbye.

Mrs. C. Sudha, Nathakkattuvalasu:

Greetings everyone. Our house is very close to the quarry, within 300

meters of it. Our in-laws have all passed away, and since then, we have been

. living here permanently. Every time blasting is done, we are severely affected.

~ What happens is that, | am used to lay down on the floor. When | am sleeping

like that, | experience various problems. One day, | even ran outside thinking

~ there was an earthquake. This is the truth; the impact is significant. If

arrangements were made and the land was sold off, those who sold it left. |

cannot accept how people speak without conscience.

In my opinion, | have nothing more to say; Mugilan anna has clearly
explained everything. If we continue to act foolishly, nothing will change.
Similarly, the hens on our farm no longer lays eggs, and our sheep and cattle do

not carry properly. The water, which was once sweet like sugarcane like honey, is

" now totally become tasteless. | clearly state that the deterioration in the health of

- my family is due to this water issue. This is the reason | cannot come here today.

- Still, the reason 1 came to this meeting is that it should be a genuine one. My

opinion is that for the well-being and prosperity of our grandchildren and all our |
future generations, this type of quarry should not exist. If permission is granted

again, there is a possibility of a significant protest.

The reason is that we are directly affected. Look around and see if anyone

is eXamining the situation honestly. lnitielly, | did not have knee pain, but after the
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arrival of these quarries, the water issue and its effects on our sheep and cattle
have impacted us. We are directly affected, and hence, you should listen to our
opinions. Consulting those who sold off the land has no benefit. | earnestly
request the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the Erode district
administration to consider our opinions. Thank you very mubh for the opportunity

to express my views.

Mr. Venkatachalamoorthy, Karuppampaalaiyam:

My name is Venkataswamy Moorthy. | have 10 acres of land adjacent to
the quarry. On § acres, 1 have planted 700 coconut trees, and on the remaining 5
acres, | had put up fencing and raised 150 sheep. Six months ago, all the sheep
developed diarrhea. When | consulted a doctor, he said that the water's TDS
level had changed and advised me to sell all the sheep. | sold everything. Now,
land 2 bore which got dried. Last week, they cut down wire worth 250,000 and
took them away for that. | have not given complaint. My wife and other women

are afraid to go near the quarry. Therefore, please do not allow the quarry in that

- area.

The public hearing has came to an end.

Further, the following letters were submitted directly by the‘people'during the

meeting. The individuals/organizations that submitted their letters (copies attached) are:

Here is the complete list with all 9 entries:

S.No

Name Address

Thiru. K. K. Manikandaraj S/o. Karuppanan,
' 73/9, Thingalur Road, Kanji Kovil Post,

Perundurai Taluk, Erode District.

Thiru. Kirushnamoorthi S/o. Chellakutti Gounder, _
Kuttaikattu Thottam, Nathakattuvalasu, |
Singanallur Post, Kavunthampadi Vai,

Perundurai Taluk, Erode District.

Thiru. Ramasamy S/o. Kaliyanna Gounder,

| Madha Kovil, Singanallur Pos_t,
Kavunthampadi Vai, Perundurai Taluk,
Erodé District. o

Thirumathi. J. Kalamani Kuttaikattu Thottam, Nathakattuvalasu,
Singanallur Post, Kavunthampadi Vai,

Perundurai Taluk, Erode District.




5 Thiru. K. Chinnasamy | 16A, Karuppampalaiyam, Singanallur Post,
Kavunthampadi Vai, Perundurai Taluk,
Erode District.

6 Thirumathi. C. Sudhé 100, Nathakattuvalasu, Singanallur Post, -
' Kavunthampadi Vai, Perundurai Taluk,
Erode District.

7 Thiru. E. Vignesh 150, Nathakattuvalasu, Singanallur Post;
Kavunthampadi Vai, Perundurai Taluk,
Erode District.

8 Thiru. N. P. Palanisamy 258, Nathakattuvalasu, Singanailur Post,
Kavunthampadi Vai, Perundurai Taluk,
Erode District.

9 Thiru. K. Eswaramoorthi 150, Nathakattuvalasu, Singanallur Post, _
Kavunthampadi Vai, Perundurai Taluk,
Erode District.

Other Enclosures: v

1. Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily News paper Tamil
& English dated 10.07.2024) |

2. Copy of Attendance sheet of the public hearing “meeting along with
photographs and DVD Disc recorded with the entire proceedings of public

hearing.

46&' | LS\ Py |
District Environmental Engineer, Sub-Divisional Magistrate / |
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Revenue Divisional Officer(l/C)

Perundurai Erode District
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