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inutes of Public Hearing held on 24.07.2024 ét 11:00 A.M. held in Nainar Mahal,
M_unl}irgailam Post, Mela Karungulam Village, Palayamkottai Taluk, Tirunelveli
District with respect to the proposed project of Thiru. M.S.Vijaya Ragul, Rough

Stone and Gravel Quarry over an extent of 3.31.50 Ha in_S.F. No.200/2, 201/2 and
204/1B2 of Omanallur Village, Cheranmahadevi Taluk, Tirunelveli District

Details of participants in this meeting

Shri Arpit Jain., I.A.S., . :Sub Col!ector. o

Cheranmahadevi, Tirunelveli District.

Tmt. C. SuyambuThangarani " . District Environmental Engineer,
- TNPC Board, Tiruneveli.

Public and Government Officials : Details are attached (Annexure-1)

The public ‘hearing under EIA Notification, 2006 for the proposed project of
M.S.Vijaya Ragul, Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry over an extent of 3.31.50 Ha in S.F.
No0.200/2, 201/2 and 204/1B2 of Omanallur Village, Cheranmahadevi Taluk, Tirunelveli
District was conducted at M/s. Nainar Mahal, Munnirpallam Post, Mela Karungulam
Village, Palayamkottai Taluk, Tirunelveli District on 24.07.2024 at 11.00 AM.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tirunelveli
welcomed the Sub-Collector, Cheranmahadevi, Government officials, members of the
public, and industry representatives who have attended the Public Hearing. She
informed that the arrangements for the public hearing had been done as per the
guidelines issued under EIA Nofification 2008. She also stated that the views,
suggestions and queries of the public will be recorded through videography and the
same will be sent to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Tamilnadu.
she informed that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be recorded

through videography and the same will be sent o the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority, Tamilnadu. '

Then the Environmental consultant of the project has made detailed presentation
on the project of Thiru, M.S.Vijaya Ragul Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry to the Public
along with Environmental Management plan by Power Point Presentation. . __

After that, Sub-Collector, Cheranmahadevi, said that the public to express their

views on the project orally or in writing. Hence also informed that the public views are
recorded and will be send to the government.

After that, the public has fumished their views with respect to the project as
follows. . R ' o

1. Mr. K. Muthu Alibu, Omanallur village:-

He expressed that, it is not clear the public hearing is conducted for whom, rio
announcement has been made to the people of our area that such a meeting will be
held by the government. He mentioned that it was Known to us about this public hearing
meeting only last night. Formally this meeting should be held in our town Omanallur or
in Gopalasamudram Town Panchayat area. Our taluk is Cheranmahadevi. Whereas, it
is held in Palayamkottai taluk. Therefore, he said that he is protesting on behalf of the
public that this meeting is being heid here for the purpose of asserting that no public
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affected by this quarry. Around 500 meters from the quarry our town and our street are
located, All the houses are shaking because of these Quarry operations. But this report
says there is no environmental impact.

He also expressed that we had already made a petition to the District Collector
during 2022 to close the quarry. As well as April 2023 and October 2023, we have also
filed a petition regarding this. But no action has been taken yet. But now you are holding

a public hearing meeting to start a quarry in the place in front of it. He said that he did
not understand how this happened.

All the people of Omanallur viliage are standing outside. The people sitting inside
having no relation with omanallur people. He asked that this public hearing to be
conducted for local people and other village people,

2, Nr. Murugan, Mela Omanallur village:-

He said that omanaliur village situated near the quarry. Mosque, streets and
houses are located within 500 meters of the quarry. The pond has collapsed due to the
impact of the quarry blast. It affects everyone. Despite many petitions to stop this
Quarry, no action has been taken so far. This quarry has a complete impact on the
People of our town. The well and the houses are in a state of collapse. So he requested
to visit the site to decide whether to give permission.

3. Mr. Meeran Mukaideen, Mela Omanallur Village:-

He asked that it is mentioned in the report that western ghats is located in 30 KM
and railway station is located 20 KM in north, whereas, Omanallur village located in 300
meter is not included in the report. Also, he asked it is mentioned in the report that
Tamirabharani river is located in 12 KM, the same time patchaiyar river in 200 meter is
not included in the report. Similarly, @ road passes 4 feet away from the quarry where
the project is located. Why is it not mentioned in the project report? Also, in the project
report, it has been mentioned that there is no catchment area near the quarry site. But
200 acres around the quarry site, the land is cultivated with agriculture and paddy.
There is a pond nearby. They are building a retaining wall in the pond through the

Public Works Department, but in 4 days that wall collapses. What do we say about this?
he asked.

He also said that one overflow bridge odai was collapsed in its own three months

ago and requested to visit the collapsed bridge built with great difficulties. There are
Temples, Churches and Mosques.

4. Mrs. Davalath, Mela Omanallur village:-

She expressed that their lives need protection. All the houses have exploded.
Come to the site and see that all the houses are falling and the wires are hanging. She
also said that their lives are not safe. So she asked to protect their lives and masons
complain that they cannot repair the houses. They say that the house should he
demolished and built anew. We live in this town for our home. If we don't have those
houses, we don't have our lives, so do good, she said,

5. Mrs. Seyed Ali Fatima, Mela Omanaliur village:-

She said that it has been 5 years since our house was built, But that's all gone.
They set off one blast at 2 o'clock and one at 5.45 p.m. When that explosion explodes,
fear comes to us by itself. He added that their house s very close to the quarry and
beyond that there are many houses to the east, There is a fear of when the wall will



collapse. All the cement plaster has collapsed and all the walls are damaged. She
requested to come to site and see that all the houses got cracked.

6. Mr. Selvakumar, Mela Omanallur vilgéhe:-

He said that instead of saying what is the impact of the quarry on our town, if the
officials come and visit, they will know what the impact is. Last year when ! and 3
persons were traveling in an auto, a stone from the quarry fell near our auto, we filed a
petition in Munneerpallam police station. That investigation is also currently underway.
When there is an explosion, all the windows and doors in the house vibrate. Many
houses are affected. So he requested us to come up with a good solufion.

7. Mr. Kannan, Mela Omanallur village:-

He said that a building is located inside the quarry itself. But how can the
buildings in the town collapse without any of the buildings in the quarry being affected
he asked. Some people said that no one was aware of this public hearing. Also, during
blasting in the quarry, the people working in the quarry will stop within about 1 km and
detonate only after making warning. Therefore, he said that there is no harm to the
public from this quarry.

8. Mr. Kadhar Ali, Mela Omanalur village:-

He said that | was born and brought up in Omanallur village. No one aware about
this meeting. It arrived last night. Small children are afraid of getting stoned from the
quarry and falling in the auto. And not all the people sitting are from Omanallur. All are
within 15 km. The quarry is located within the distance of 500m. There is a danger that
the nearby pond inside the town will break and water will enter the town.

The bridge vibrates with each explosion. We have got the bridge with great

difficulty. He pointed out that the bridge vibrates a lot due to heavy vehicles carrying
heavy loads,

9. Mr. Samuel, Adamithippankulam:-

He said that we were working in the said quarry and that quarries have been
operating in the area since his childhood. He asked why they are protesting only for this
quarry without protesting in any of other public hearing meetings held before this. He
said that his mother and father used to work in the quarry and he was able to support
his family because he also worked in the quarry. The agitators said that the quarry
should not take place and asked them to give us another job in his own town; He said
that there are about 10 quarries and there is no public opposition to any other quarry.

So he requested that this quarry should be established in his area so that our family can
function well.

10. Mr. Prince, Adamithippankulam:-

He mentioned that the quarry has been operating in their area for more than 100
years. He added that these quarries have not caused any harm to the people of our
area. If such quarries are established for the people of our region; There is only life. We
are in a good position only because the said quarry is working in our area,

He said that our area definitely needs this quarry and around 200 families
depend on it for their livelihood. Otherwise, he requested to provide anocther job

opportunity for 200 families. So he requested that permission be given to set up this
quarry in our area.




11, Mr. Jalaluddin, Mela Omanallur village:-

13. Mr. Kandavel, Mela Omanallur Village:-

no harm caused by the quarry.

4. Mr. Esakki pandi, Piranjari Village:-

scratch condition. He said that if the officials come
revealed.

17. Mr. Jabar Ali, Mela Omanaliur village:-

He also asked the officials to ¢
He said that employment is
destroying our town, he said.

ome and inspect our area and take a decision after that.
a necessity. We don't need any job opportunities after



18. Mr. Shenbaqamuthu, Gopalasamudram village:-

He expressed that while starting a business, complaints can be raised about the
ry. But saying that permission should not be given is illegal, he said. After
consulting on a project; A decision is taken regarding the approval of the scheme. And
the quarry which is already in operation has not been affected so far. Therefore, an
application has been made for permission for the next quarry. And the panchayat gets
revenue from the new project. Permission for the project is sent only after obtaining all
the approvals from the Village Administrative Officer to the Panchayat. Therefore, it is
registered as illegal to request not to give permission to the quarry.

indust

19. Mr. Muthuselvan, Adamithippankulam village:- -

He said that many families have been living from this -qUarry till téday.' During my
father's time, this quarry was the source of income. Only some people are preventing
this quarry, so he requested to have this quarry.

20. Mr. Ismail, Mela Omanallur village:-

He said that everyone says job opportunity, but we have to think about what kind
of work it is. One should think whether it is @ good thing to do when one segment is
suffering in a town and another segment is looking for work. He also said that they have
placed a tree 2 feet away from the road. After that the quarry starts, other village people
say they want job opportunities. But we locals have come to talk about our problems.
Our house is the 2nd house next to the mosque, Hence, he requested to come to the
site and see how many scratches there are on the building wall. Further, he expressed
that employment is a must, but employment should not affect another. Even though we
have filed a complaint on behalf of our town earlier, nothing has happened till date. We
are not enemies of anyone. We are just friends. We are willing to help everyone.,

When the blasts go off, if the officials come and visit, they will hear how much
noise is coming. So he requested the authorities to look into it and take action.

21. Mr. Kathar Maideen: Mela Omanalluar vi'iié e.
s T dardideen, VMela Omanalluar village.

He said that everyone says job opportunity, but is it fair to demand a job after
destroying the town? Officials should come and visit our town, only then will know merits

and demerits. Also, he said you don't understand when we say and the officials can
realize the reality if visited the site,

22. Mr. Maharajan, Karungulam village:- B T

He said that he is doing business with Tipper lo‘i'rie"s and Truck. He also said that
around 200 trucks are operating around this area. Among them 200 truck drivers and
200 conductors are working. The main occupation in the area is beedi making by
women, while men work as masons. They mostly work in the construction industry. As it
is, 4 quarries are already operating in this area, if this quarry does not get permission,
the price of raw materials such as gravel and sand will rise. We are bringing it from
fowns like Thazhayuthu and Karaseri where raw materials are already scarce. At the
same time, when a new quarry is established in this area, the price will decrease a little.

People living nearby will get employment opportunities. So he requested to kindly help
in sefting up a new quarry.

23. Mr. Sudalaikannu Subramaniapuram Villa -
s e Rdhnt, subramaniapuram Village:-

He said that he was working as a driver in the said quarry and requested people

9 is affecting them as they say. We park all the trucks

belonging to the quany in the quarry area. But ill this day, no stone fell -on the truck,
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breaking the glass or causing any other damage. But they are saying something wrong
about Quarry with some intention. So he asked us to have this quarry in our area.

24. Mr. Selvan, Adamithipankulam village:-

He added that | have been working as a driver in the said quarry for more than

20 years and the quarry has not caused any harm. There are 5 quarries around the
town. "There is no ham, so we want this quarry,he said.

25. Mr. Aravind, Mela Omanalluar village:-

27. Mr. Jebasingh, Kanditankulam village:-

He said that | have been working at the quary since | was a child,” he said. He

added that we have no other business except gquarrying. He requested that this quarry
be completed as if no other work would be done.

the government,

- - 2”{\"9\70\
District Envir Ineer, - Sub-Collector,

Tamilnadu Pollution trol Board, ";‘%j-’_?heranma hadewi.
Tirunelvelj oad
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